
The purpose of the following brief is to examine the rates of success, retention, and persistence among stu-
dents who participated in our prison program in 2015. Four classes were included in our prison program: 
English, Math and two guidance classes. Comparisons are made between the course success, retention, and 
persistence rates of prisoners and the general student population at Columbia College.  The sample for the 
examination included all students who were enrolled at Columbia College in the Fall of 2015.   

 

Research Question 1:  

Is there a significant difference in the course success rates between those in the prison program and the gen-
eral student population at Columbia College?  

 

Overall, students who were in our prison program had a 16.7% higher course 
success rate (89% vs. 72.3%) compared to the general student population at 
Columbia College. 

     Table #1: Comparison of Fall 2015 course success rates. 

 

Research Question 2:  

Is there a significant difference in the retention rates between those in the prison program and the general 
student population at Columbia College?  
 

Overall, students who received tutoring had an 3.5% higher retention rate 
(89.0% vs. 85.2%), compared to the general student population at Colum-
bia College. 

 

 

    Table #2: Comparison of Fall 2015 course retention rates. 
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Status n Success Success Rate                 

Prison Program 73 65 89.0% 

General Student Population 6,688 4,835 72.3% 

Status n Retention Retention Rate                 

Prison Program 73 65 89.0% 

General Student Population 6688 5,698 85.2% 



Research Question 3:  

Is there a significant difference in the spring to fall persistence rates between those in the prison program and  
the general student population at Columbia College? 

 

 

Overall, the persistence rates from fall 2015 to spring 2016 were 
4.8% lower for students that were in the prison program than 
those who were not (61.4%% compared to 66.2%).  

 

 

Table #9: Comparisons of persistence rates.  

Discussion / Limitations / Recommendations for Further Study 
Overall, course success and retentionwere higher for students that attended the prison program than their 
counterparts who were part of the general population of Columbia College.  
Although these findings appear to support the hypothesis that the receipt of the prison program has a posi-
tive effect on student success and retention it should be noted that factors other than the location and de-
mographics of the student may also contribute to explaining these differences in outcomes.  Even though we 
did not witness higher retnetion rates for those in the prison program, we can not speculate that it did not 
have a positive effect on retention for this particular group of students. For example, the students that par-
ticipated in the student program may otherwise not have ever attended college if this program were not pre-
sent.  
 
The study was limited by the size of the sample, particularly when examining the program, there were only 
four classes offered in Fall 2015.  The study also was limited in that it did not examine the relationship be-
tween a variety of other factors that need to be taken into account.   
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  n Enrolled Spring 2016 Persistence Rate 

Prison Program 44 27 61.4% 

General Student Population 3,285 2,176 66.2% 


