
Purpose 

The purpose of this brief is to examine the variation in the proportion of students from special populations at 
rural and non-rural California community colleges.  
 

Sample 

Student outcomes data was downloaded from the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office MIS 
Data Mart.  The Data Mart is a management information systems portal which provides information regard-
ing student demographics, course enrollments, receipt of student services, and assorted outcomes including: 
course success, retention, persistence, etc. 
 

Method 

Comparisons were made between students at rural California community colleges and their peers at other 
community colleges throughout the state.  Colleges which had fewer than 100,000 people residing within 30 
miles, were identified as “rural”.  In total, thirteen colleges we identified as rural. 

Research Question 1:  

To what degree does the proportion of students who are veterans vary between rural and non-rural colleges? 

 

The results indicated that the “rural” colleges had a slightly higher 

ratio of veterans (1 in 46) than “non-rural” colleges (1 in 54). 

 

 

 

Table 1: Proportion of Students Identified as Veterans in California Community Colleges 
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  California Community Colleges 

(N) 

Students 

(N) 

Number of Veterans 

N                        % 

Ratio of veterans to  

Students. 

Rural 13 179,908 3,920            2.2% 1 in 46 

Non-rural 101* 1,409,084    25,993          1.8% 1 in 54 



Research Question 2:  

To what degree does the proportion of students who are current or former 

foster youth vary between rural and non-rural colleges? 

The results indicated that the rural colleges had a slightly higher ratio of 

foster youth (1 in 82) than non-rural colleges (1 in 94). 

 

Table 2: Proportion of Current or Former Foster Youth in California Community Colleges 

Research Question 3:  

To what degree does the proportion of students who are in DSPS vary     

between rural and non-rural colleges? 

The results indicated that rural colleges had a slightly higher proportion (1 

in 19) of students participating in DSPS than non-rural colleges (1 in 21). 

 

Table 3: Proportion of Current or Former Foster Youth in California Community Colleges 

Discussion 

The results suggested that a greater proportion of the students attending rural colleges are participating in 
special programs than at non-rural colleges.  This may be due to a rural colleges having a larger proportion of 
students who are eligible to participate in special programs, or be a result of a greater proportion of eligible 
students at rural colleges choosing to enroll in special programs.  Additional research should be conducted to 
examine the degree to which the challenges experienced by students who are participating in special pro-
grams at rural colleges differ from the challenges their peers in special programs at other colleges experi-
ence. 

  California Community 

Colleges 

(N) 

Students 

(N) 

Number of Foster 

Youth 

N                        % 

Ratio of students to 

each Foster Youth 

Rural 13 179,908 2,203             1.2% 1 in 82 

Non-rural 101* 1,409,084 15,065           1.1% 1 in 94 

  California Community 

Colleges 

(N) 

Students 

(N) 

Number of DSPS  

Participants 

N                        % 

Ratio of students to 

each DSPS Participant 

Rural 13 179,908 9,245                          5.1% 1 in 19 

Non-rural 101* 1,409,084 66,248                        4.7% 1 in 21 
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