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Academic Achievement Center – Lindsay Laney: 

Nothing to report this month. 

 

Admissions & Records Area Update – Lesley Michtavy: 

Nothing to report this month. 

 

Articulation Area Update – Elizabeth Pfleging: 

CSU General Education Breadth Submissions: December 8 is the deadline for submission of courses to be 

reviewed for CSU General Education Breadth. The submission date for course submissions for IGETC has 

been extended to January 26, 2018, due to problems stemming from delays in the roll-out of ASSIST 

Next Gen. 

2018-2019 Catalog:  The catalog committee has begun meeting and is scheduled to continue meeting 

once-twice per month as needed to address catalog production-related issues. The committee has 

developed a production timeline; faculty and staff involved in catalog review/editing will be notified of 

dates and deadlines they need to be aware of.  

 

CalWORKS/Job Placement/GED – Jill Olson: 

CalWORKS  

 CalWORKs continues to accept new students into the program, with 3 new students making 

contact within the last month.  

 7 students are currently employed under the CalWORKs Study Program for the fall semester and 

9 are anticipated to participate next semester. 

 This year it is believed we will have the largest graduation class from CalWORKs with 7 current 

and 1 alumni counted.  Stay tuned as the numbers are confirmed. 

GED 

 Saturday, December 2nd – 4 more students were awarded their GED.  Way to start the new year!  
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College and Career Access – Mike Igoe 

 

Counseling Area Update – Elizabeth Pfleging: 

Additional counseling hours added: General counselors added appointment and drop-in hours for the 

week of December 18-21. Open registration begins December 18 and these extra appointments/drop-

ins are already almost fully booked.   

Hiring committee work:  The hiring committee for the full-time, temporary, general counselor position 

(scheduled to begin Spring 2018 semester) has met and will be conducting interviews in the near future.  

Starfish update: Counselors discussed training needs and timeline for Starfish implementation. A 

training has been scheduled for January. 

 

DSPS Area Update – Karin Rodts: 

 

EOPS Area Update – Matt Fox: 

“Panic Room” Panic & Success:  EOPS and TRiO partnered to offer the annual “Panic Room!”  This 

workshop was purposefully scheduled on the last day students could submit UC and CSU Transfer 

Applications and was held from 12pm – 9pm. We worked late into the night and helped over 20 

students complete their applications, with several starting from Step 1, spending 3-4 hours at the 

workshop, and submitting just prior to the 11:59pm deadline! Congratulations on our soon-to-be 

transfers!!!   

Professional development and Self-Reflection @ Staff Meetings:  We continue to dedicate time during 

each staff meeting for professional development and self-reflection.  This semester, our time has 

focused on TedTalks.  Here are the links to the last two TedTalks we discussed:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yJPcdiLEkI – on Mindfulness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6iFCm5ZokBI – on Humor at Work 
 

EOPS Enrollment for Spring:  While we expect 75% of our Fall EOPS students to continue with EOPS into 

the Spring, we are pleased to be planning to accept up to 100 new students into EOPS.  We have 

scheduled 6 orientations to welcome new students into the program starting Spring 2018.  Thank you 

for continuing to refer students to Special Programs.  

On behalf of the entire team of EOPS and CARE, we wish you a wonderful and merry Holiday Season and 

all the best wishes for 2018!! 

 

Financial Aid Area Update – Marnie Shively: 

Major projects still underway in the Financial Aid Office:  Our office is still continuing work of the many 

projects mentioned last month including the Online Educational Initiative, stackable grants, California 

Completion Grant, AB-19 or the California College Promise Grant, rebranding of the BOG Fee Waiver to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yJPcdiLEkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6iFCm5ZokBI
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become the California Community College Promise, and the Columbia College Foundation Promise 

(three different programs all titled ‘Promise’), the Homelessness Task Force, CSAC reporting 

requirement changes, and the implementation of the Year-Round Pell Grant. If you are interested in 

more details about one or more of the items below please contact the Financial Aid Office.  

 

Major projects finished by the Financial Aid Office:  The office has successfully implemented and 

completed the following projects. 1) Emergency Aid for Dreamers (AB 134) was completed this month. 

AB-540 eligible students were notified of this one-time funding opportunity and the requirements to be 

eligible. We had a total of 6 students who were award and paid this month, 2) The Financial Aid Office 

sent out its first text message through Blackboard Connect system to all current financial aid students 

reminding them to submit their 2018-2019 FAFSA. We had an overwhelming response and are looking 

forward to sending out our next message in just about a week, 3)  Procedures have been developed and 

put in place to meet requirements for documenting all categorical resources issued by programs on 

campus to students and the process to notify the Financial Aid Office.   

 

Two FAFSAs available:   Both the current (2017-18) and next (2018-19) years FAFSAs are available for 

students to complete. It is not too late for students to apply for funding for their Fall 2017 and/or Spring 

2018 classes. Please direct students to the Financial Aid Office for assistance with submission of their 

applications. 

 

Financial Aid still available:   Financial Aid is available for classroom presentations for the Spring 2018 

semester. Please contact Breanne at 5105 or brownb@yosemite.edu to schedule a time for her to come 

to your class. 

 

Who’s your Technician?:   Remember when directing students to the Financial Aid Office, please connect 

them with their Financial Aid Technician.  Students with last names A – L are served by Breanne and 

students with last names M - Z are served by Kelsie. 

 

Foster Kinship & Care Education – Rebekah Elizondo: 

Nothing to report this month. 

 

Foster Youth Area Update – Stephanie Beaver Alder: 

Nothing reported. 

 

Health Services Area Update – Laureen Campana: 

 

 

Library Area Update – Brian Greene: 

mailto:brownb@yosemite.edu
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Library Reserves – This semester the library has been actively trying to expand access to our reserve 
collection, which is comprised primarily of course textbooks. Traditionally, reserve collections in 
academic libraries make materials available for a short duration (often two hours) and materials must be 
used in the library. This is so that an entire class can access a limited number of copies. (If the items 
circulated for the regular three weeks, the first student who made it to the library would have exclusive 
use of the item for that entire period.) However, research shows that community college students 
generally study at night, when the library is closed and reserve books are unavailable. At the same time, 
because the library is closed overnight, the books are sitting unused.  

This semester we’ve implemented two policy changes to try and find a better balance between 
increasing access to reserve materials while keeping them available for all students in a given class. First, 
in cases where we have multiple copies of a textbook, those additional copies are available for a 24-hour 
loan period, meaning they’re due back by closing time the next day. Second, if a reserve item is checked 
out after 5pm it’s due back at 9am the following morning, even if it’s the only copy we have. We believe 
these changes support student success and initial feedback from students has been positive. We will 
continue monitoring the impact of these changes and will make improvements wherever possible.  

Cram Night - This year’s Cram Night event is Thursday, December 7th from 6pm to 9pm. As usual, there 
will be food, prizes and, most importantly, an opportunity to meet with instructors outside of class and 
before finals. See you there! 

 

Mental Health Services – Tamara Oxford: 

Mental Health Peer Support Specialist Starts New Groups  
Our Mental Health Peer Support Specialist (from TCBH), Arissa Carne, will begin two groups in January to 

be held in the Student Health and Wellness Center (Pinyon).  

 LGBTQ Support Group on Tuesdays @ 3 p.m. 

 Recovery Support Group on Thursdays @1 p.m. 

 Plus One-on-One Mental Health Peer Support on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  Because 
it is offered by TCBH, Peer Support is confidential and not limited to just students.   

 
Updates to the Mental Health Webpage 
Continuing development and refinement of the online Campus Mental Health Services site now includes 

a page with mental health links for Veteran students and a page for First Responders Mental 

Health.  First Responders new page has many great links to mental health resources for professionals 

who deal with trauma and tragedy on a regular basis, including our EMT and Firefighter students.  

Mental Health First Aid Training 
On our campus, Mental Health First Aid training (8 hrs) is now scheduled for January 25 & 26, 

2018.   Watch for flyer in email blast or contact Tamara.  The event is free for our campus/on campus 

but signups will go through Martha Golay with ATCAA mgolay@atcaa.org. 

safeTALK Training 
safeTALK training (3.5 hrs), or suicide prevention, is now scheduled on campus/for our campus on March 

1, 2018, from 1:30 to 5 p.m.  Watch for flyers. Also free.  Registration is through Martha Golay 

mgolay@atcaa.org. 

 

mailto:mgolay@atcaa.org
mailto:mgolay@atcaa.org
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Outreach/Student Life - Mike Igoe/Doralyn Foletti: 

Student Government:  Student leadership had a very busy December. Not only were they contributors 

to all committees and council meetings, but they fulfilled this commitment while supporting the food 

bank and activities. The first activity was the Christmas Giving Tree which supports children enrolled in 

the Child Care Program. Santa and his elves also paid a visit to the annual Children's Christmas party. 

Forty children ranging from age 6 months to 4.5 years had an opportunity to enjoy snacks gift bags and 

presents with their parents. To bring December to a close, the ASCC, in partnership with the Columbia 

College library, sponsored another wonderful Cram Night. The ASCC provided food and desserts with 

hot beverages throughout the night to the many students who attended the event. Each student who 

attended was given a raffle ticket to win prizes given away each half hour. The grand prize was an HP 

Chromebook.  Cram Night is only successful due to the continued volunteerism and support from faculty 

and staff who volunteer their time late into the evening.  

Outreach:  We helped over 65 students at Summerville HS complete applications on November 30, and 

are planning to return in January to complete Promise Scholarship Applications. We will be in Oakdale 

HS on Jan 18, Sonora HS for the Career Fair on Jan 24, Calaveras HS on Jan 30, and Bret Harte HS on Jan 

31. 

Veterans:  Textbook vouchers are once again being distributed for the Spring 2018 semester, and the 

Veterans Health Benefit fairs that we host monthly are scheduled for the Spring 2018 semester.  The 

Tuolumne County Veterans Service Office is the newest participant and their representative joins our 

regular attendees from VA Palo Alto Health Care, and Calaveras Veterans Outreach. 

Student Ambassadors:  We have a two new faces to introduce in the areas: Dawn Fulkerson and Pedro 

Rodriguez are the newest additions to the Ambassador team, with Pedro serving an additional role as 

the YCCD Student Trustee.  Emily Chavez will be leaving at the end of the semester to join the Modesto 

Junior College Associated Students, so we wish her well in her new endeavor! 

Career / Transfer Center:  Applications are still open for many of the CSUs until December 15, so please 

spread the word to students who may still be interested. And finally, on December 18, five of the 

applicants who found out about MACT Inc. by attending the Open Forum in October will begin their full 

time employment with that company! 

 

TRiO: SSS & MEOC – Anneka Rogers Whitmer:  

Student Support Services grant (SSS): 

 Enrollment appointments are closed until Jan. Continue to refer students to apply at our website 

and/or our office. However, applications will be held until January 2018 Information Sessions 

can be schedule. Approximately 40 slots are still open for spring enrollments.  

 Our final fall field trip to UC Merced and Stanislaus State concluded Dec. 1st and was a great 

success! Students were quizzed throughout the day from staff on differences between CSU and 

UC systems. They learned how to monitor what was most important to their personal needs 

when selecting a transfer university. Students bonded over a great lunch and bus ride. Two 

additional university tour field trips are currently being planned for spring 2018. 
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 Our Annual Performance Report has been delayed until late Feb/ early March from the Dept. of 

Ed. Although this usually signals changes in store, we anticipate that actually this is just 

reflective of the change in administration teams in DC.  

 Peer Mentors have met with a record number of students this fall, strongly increasing our 

participation rate for this valuable service. We are very proud of our mentoring staff! (Database 

is down at the moment, hard counts will be available soon). 

 Although Transfer applications are now mostly closed, we are still assisting with Scholarship 

applications until the deadline of Dec. 15th. All SSS students should be completing their final 

Counseling appointment for the term as well. Next term we will focus on Goal Setting, Career 

Exploration, and Financial Planning to go along with the Student Success Workshop themes. 

 Semester Kick-Off Orientations for all SSS enrolled students will be given Jan 2nd- Jan 12th, 2018. 

Peer mentors will lead students through social networking activities, designed to motivate our 

students to set new goals for the term, access resources early and often, and start the term off 

on the right foot! This group meetings are required for all enrolled SSS students at the start of 

each term.  

 SSS will also be piloting a new online Career Exploration curriculum- Road Trip Nation (optional 

for 20 of our students, no credit offered). We think this will allow for more self-direction as part 

of the enrolled services. The curriculum was granted to us free for the first year through an open 

grant. Please see the website for more info. 

 

Motherlode Educational Opportunity Center grant (MEOC): 

 Currently enrolled for program year 2017-18= 427, almost half way to our yearly goal only three 

months into our service year! 

 A total of 31 partner locations went into making up this outstanding first quarter total. The 

Transition Specialists are logging approximately 400-500 miles a month or more!  

 Plans are in place to continue to serve, and expand service, to incarcerated students at six 

locations across the MEOC service area. This group of students can be a combination of students 

in GED or Transitions courses (i.e. not Columbia courses) and/or students looking to enroll in the 

ever expanding Columbia offerings on their individual sites. SCC and now even CDCR with a new 

Youth Camp student group have been excellent partners.  

  We recently were asked to serve on the newly formed Amador Workforce and Educational 

Alliance to represent both Columbia College and the MEOC grant. This outstanding opportunity 

has already opened up new clients to serve in the Adult and Alternative school areas that had 

previously proved difficult. We thank our great partnership with Amador College Connect and 

MLJT for this continued expansion.  

 MEOC has been selected to participate in a nation-wide research study seeking to determine if 

customized pre-scheduled text messaging can increase positive behaviors such as completing 

the FAFSA, college applications, and enrolling in courses within deadlines. This Research is called 

the TextEd study. Much training and research has already gone into this endeavor. It is 

scheduled to start taking participants from our high-school-graduate-only clientele in mid-spring 

2018 and run through fall 2019; with additional follow-up through 2021.  We are excited at the 

extra services that will be automatically provided for the non-control group of clients but also 

for the possibility to learn exact what is and is not working for our unique rural clients.  

https://roadtripnation.org/
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