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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

A BIG THANK YOU AND APPRECIATION TO 
MARNIE SHIVELY AND HER TEAM IN THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE.

Their efforts have successfully secured an additional $1 million for 23-24 in funding from the California Community 
College Office to bolster our students’ completion and transfer goals.
 
Purpose of Funds
It is the intent of the Student Success Completion Grant program (SSCG) to support student persistence, retention 
and success by providing students additional assistance who are attending at a 12 to 15 plus units per term or 24 to 
30 plus units per academic year or quarterly unit equivalent and/or complete their programs in scheduled full-time 
timeframes and to offset the total cost of community college attendance.

January 30: CC ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES TRAINING
February 14: BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
February 16: LINCOLN HOLIDAY – COLLEGE CLOSED
February 19: WASHINGTON HOLIDAY – COLLEGE CLOSED
March 1: TEACHING & LEARNING SUMMIT
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CO-CREATING DEIA
As Columbia College continues its efforts in Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA), we are honored that Dr. Regina 
Stroud kicked-off the start of Spring 2024 with on-site training at the 
college. The workshops were dedicated to co-creating a DEIA strategic 
plan aimed at fostering a welcoming and inclusive environment for 
diverse students, faculty, administrators, and staff. We also focused 
on laying the groundwork that centers around our current students 
and anticipate the changing demographic landscape in the region 
for future students. It was an interactive get together and we look 
forward to additional DEIA professional development. 

DR. TRAN TRAVELED TO JAPAN AND KOREA 
TO PROMOTE OUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM.

 
Columbia College partnered with EducationUSA and hosted presentations for prospective students and their families. 
The response was positive, and students expressed great enthusiasm in discovering that our college provides on-
campus housing. Dr. Tran encountered a significant level of interest about our programs, particularly in Business/
Entrepreneurship, Pre-health/Pre-med, and Culinary Arts. The transfer agreements with CSU and UCs was well-
received, especially among parents.
 
EDUCATIONUSA | VISIT WEBSITE HERE

The network promotes U.S. higher education to 
students around the world by offering accurate, 
comprehensive, and current information about 
opportunities to study at accredited postsecondary 
institutions in the United States.

EducationUSA also provides services to the U.S. 
higher education community to help institutional leaders meet their recruitment and campus internationalization goals. 

EducationUSA centers are located in U.S. embassies and consulates, Fulbright commissions, bi-national centers, 
universities, and non-profit organizations.

PRESIDENT TRAN WELCOMED NEW AND RETURNING FACULTY AND STAFF 
to the Spring 2024 All-College Inservice to lively music and great food! She provided her State of the College Ad-
dress which included updates on Enrollment, Grants, Local and Statewide Partnerships and Marketing and Outreach 
efforts. Vice President of Student Services, Dr. Melissa Raby gave an update on Institutional Effectiveness (including 
Accreditation), Instruction, Hiring for new grant efforts, DSPS, Fostering Forward and more! New Senior Director 
of College and Administrative Services, Kristina Godinez announced several new processes for the Business Office, 
Instructional Materials Center (IMC) and Food Services. Public Safety Manager, Glenn Cadwell provided an update 
on Active Shooter Training as well as a demonstration of the new Zone Paging System.

SPRING 2024 INSERVICE

THE SPRING 2024 SEMESTER KICKED OFF 
with the Weeks of Welcome: Rush Week! Each Rush event throughout 
the week was designed to connect students to valuable resources 
from student services and instruction. Our Associated Students of 
Columbia College and campus clubs hosted Club Rush to allow 
students to learn more about what clubs we have on campus and 
how to start a new club – stay tuned for what new and exciting clubs 
are coming!

 
STEM Rush allowed students to learn more about where students can receive support such as the Math Lab, Library 
and Academic Tutoring, and those who participated received a puzzle cube created in the Math Lab! As an added 
service during Welcome Week, staff and faculty shuttled students to and from class in our decorated golf carts. 
The Weeks of Welcome Committee is looking forward to another semester of student engagement opportunities!

https://educationusa.state.gov

