
November 10: TRANSFER DAY! 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Transfer Day is a great opportunity to visit with representatives from 4-year colleges and 
universities and to explore transfer options. You can also learn about how you can apply 
for FREE to a university with a Transfer Application Fee Waiver for those who qualify. 
Don’t miss out!

November 11: VETERANS DAY! Campus Closed

November 16: PAINT EVENT 5-7pm in Willow
  Inspire and Delight Your Inner Artist  
  Free Community and Family Event
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Columbia College students, families and community members celebrated Latina/Latino culture 
on Saturday, October 15,  in the campus’s first-ever La Fiesta: Celebrating Comunidad.
 The afternoon event, held outdoors at Carkeet Park, welcomed hundreds of attendees to enjoy music and dance by 
guest performers from Ballet Folklorico de UC Merced, Ballet Folklorico Anahuac, and Salsa Merced. Columbia College 
students also presented a Folklorico dance performance. Food dishes from several Latin American countries were served 
by college staff and students. College students , faculty, and community agencies also provided family activities and 
information booths.
 “This is an opportunity to provide a space of acknowledgment and appreciation of Latin culture and traditions for our 
communities. My hope is that our Latina/Latino students, employees, and community feel a sense of belonging and 
welcomed at our college. One of my favorite parts of the event was when many came together from all backgrounds on 
the main stage to dance salsa and celebrate together before ending the event,” said Vanessa Muro-Marai, Columbia’s 
counselor-coordinator for the Extended Opportunity Programs and Services and Liaison for the Dream Resource Center 
who organized the event. 

P resident Tran attended the Columbia Area 
Advisory Council (CAAC) meeting on 

Monday, October 10, 2022.
 
The Columbia Area Advisory Council (CAAC) 
was legislated by the state of California 
in 1994, and according to records, first 

convened as the Columbia Advisory Council at Angelos Hall in Columbia State Historic Park on October 19, 1994.  
The purpose of CAAC “shall be to facilitate communication and coordination among the entities that have interests in 
Columbia State Historic Park (SHP) and the surrounding community.”
 
Currently CAAC has representation with Columbia College, Columbia 
Elementary School, Friends of Columbia (nonprofit cooperative association 
funding CSHP education & interpretation programs), Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce, Columbia concessionaires, Columbia Cemetery District, Columbia 
Fire Station, Tuolumne County Historical Society, Tuolumne County Board of 
Supervisors, as well as Columbia State Historic Park.

Dr. Tran visited Apple Park on October 4 for an all-day meeting with other Chancellors, 
Presidents and Apple Education leadership team. The theme for the meeting was student 
success, technology and career readiness. Technology is playing an increasingly important 
role in the delivery of equitable, accessible and impactful learning experiences. 

The purpose of the meeting was two-fold: First, to learn how leaders across the California 
Community College System are currently planning to meet the ambitious goals outlined within 
the Chancellor’s Vision for Success. Second, to share some updates on Apple’s work with 

community colleges across the country and in particular, to highlight the latest Apple products, services and programs 
that could support your strategic planning around student success.

On left; Former Columbia College President, Dean Cunningham, and current Foundation President, Charles Segerstrom
On right – Scholarship reciepients, Alyssa Hix, Gabriel Broyer , and Josh Fernandez
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ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2022, President Tran participated in 
a panel at the Tuolumne County Alliance for Resources and Environment (TuCARE) 
Annual Natural Resources at the Mother Lode Fairgrounds.
 
For over 20 years, TuCARE has held a Natural Resources Summit. Approximately 
200 people have attended the summit each year. Topics covered in past 
years include political and environmental hot topics such as global warming, 
environmental extremism, and the importance of logging to reduce fuel load on 
public lands. The focus of this summit was awareness for the need to prevent 
future fire catastrophes, a discussion on plans to reduce fuels on public and 
private land, create safe passage if fire should occur, and to guard our 
communities from devastation.

A t the heart of Columbia College Community Education is the creation of life-long learning opportunities for 
community members. On Wednesday October 19, the college hosted a Paint Night led by our staff Kyla Hatler to 

bring the community together post COVID for a night of creativity, family, and fun. The event was fully booked and sold out 
within one week. We look forward to opening Columbia College beyond the traditional school day and provide academic 
enrichment, creation, youth development and adult education. Through education and learning, Columbia College, 
individuals and our communities can be transformed.

CELEBRATING  COMUNIDAD

CC FOUNDATION CELEBRATES 50 YEARS!
The Columbia College Foundation is celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary this month, and celebrated with the announcement 
of a $50,000 increase to student scholarships over the next two 
years.

“We believe this is the very best way to mark this important 
anniversary,” said CCF President Charles Segerstrom. The gift 
will ensure that every student who gets a scholarship next year will 
receive a minimum of $1,000. “We know how much students 
are juggling to stay in school and cope with the increased costs 
of living. Offering a boost to scholarships is an immediate way 
to help.”

The announcement was made Friday evening, September 
30, at the Foundation’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. More 

than 70 donors, friends 
and students gathered 
for an outdoor reception 
that included music, 
refreshments and comments 
from Columbia College 
retirees, Foundation leaders 
and a panel of students 
who spoke about their 
experiences. 


