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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dodge Ridge and Columbia College 
are proud to announce a new 
partnership currently in development 
between the two organizations. 
This project would look to generate 

continued growth and support for our region and its residents through the expansion of offerings made available 
to Columbia College administration and its student body. Highlights discussed include the potential for scholarship 
opportunities and internships along with employee rewards programs and a Columbia College Day at Dodge 
Ridge, among other potential ideas. Through this new direction, both organizations would look to achieve sustained 
growth and advancement for the community that we both serve.  We look forward to starting the first project together 
as soon as possible and are excited about the wide range of possibilities that this partnership could bring about.

Dr. Tran gave her State of the College address during the 2023 Spring In-Service Day in the Dogwood Theatre. Topics 
included reports on recent partnerships, grant opportunities (including housing), accreditation, strategic plan, educational 
master plan, public safety and more. Thank you to all who attended and contributed to the day’s events. We are looking 
forward to a successful spring semester!

C olumbia College Foundation Board Members, Community Members, President Tran and staff 
welcomed new Area 1 Trustee, Dr. Don Davis at a reception on Tuesday, January 17th.

DR. GODSIL’S WORK SELECTED!
 
Dr. Daniel Godsil’s orchestral piece “Cathedral Grove” will 
be performed in New York City by the New Conductors 
Orchestra on February 11 & 12. The piece was one of four 
works selected out of 258 international submissions for the 
orchestra’s “New Conductors, New Composers” competition. 
The New Conductors Orchestra is a unique ensemble, 
dedicated to promoting both emerging conducting talent and 
also the work of up-and-coming contemporary composers. 
Congrats!

THE WEEKS OF WELCOME COMMITTEE 
welcomed students back to campus with January Welcome 
Week! The week included student activities, food, and 
information about campus resources. The week’s events 
highlighted the academic tutoring department in the library, 
extra programs around campus and student clubs. As students 
fought the weather and challenges such as power outages, 
the Weeks of Welcome Committee members helped offer 
information, directions, and rides to classes to help students 
start the semester off right!

Seven counties in our region have recently been awarded a $250,000 planning grant to 
design a K-16 collaborative to provide equitable pathways for students to transition from high school to college or 
career training and into the workforce. Columbia College serves as the lead fiscal agent for this one-year planning 
grant and will work closely with school districts, colleges, and employers in our region to apply together for $18 
million in state funds for a three-year pathway project, with the assistance of experienced consultants. Columbia 
College hosted a productive meeting on January 18 outlining the goals of the grant, the timeline, and the budget. 
We look forward to partnering with schools and the workforce to create equitable pipelines for students to achieve 
success in their careers.
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