
From: Cari Craven On Behalf Of Angela Fairchilds 
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 10:29 AM 
To: _CC Everyone at Columbia <CCAll@yosemite.edu> 
Subject: CAMPUS UPDATE - DECEMBER 2017 
 

 
 

Dear Colleagues, Finals Week is almost over, Hit the SLOpes Camp is in full swing and the Fire 
Academy cadets are practicing for their Graduation tomorrow night!   I have a few updates to 
share as we close out the 2017 calendar year . . . 
 
Holiday Luncheon 
Last Friday was a fun and delicious holiday luncheon. Many thanks to the kitchen crew: Klaus, 
Brian, Trevor, Melissa, Brandon, Raelene and Don for preparing, cooking, serving and cleaning 
up.  A HUGE thank you to the Classified staff who came up with the generous idea of providing 
desserts for us.  If you didn’t make it to the dessert tent, you missed a delightful selection of 
treats.  With so many talented bakers in our midst, I’m thinking a Bake-Off challenge may be in 
our future planning for a fun spring event! 
 
Accreditation 
I received the draft report of the site visit from the team chair and the only factual errors that I 
found were related to the citation of parts of standards that did not pertain to the 
recommendation.  The final report reduced the number of college recommendations from five 
to four and changed the compliance finding relative to distance education to one of 
improvement.  The District recommendations remain at four, two of which are cited as 
compliance issues.  This usually means we will have 18 months to fully address those particular 
deficiencies.  To that end, last night the YCCD Board passed a resolution relative to one of the 



District recommendations.  I appreciate the Board taking this clear and decisive action to 
mitigate the concerns of the external evaluation team. 
 
Last week, I received confirmation from ACCJC that they have received the team report and was 
given a time slot for Columbia College to appear before the Commission on January 11th.  At 
that time, I and Chancellor Yong will have the opportunity to comment on the actions that we 
have taken since the site visit to resolve the issues found.  Our fearless ALO, Brian Sanders, will 
accompany us to the meeting.  Although the time allotted is short, many times the information 
shared can positively influence the Commission’s ultimate determination of the college’s 
accreditation status.  The Commission looks for confirmation that the institution takes the 
accreditation review process seriously and is committed to taking corrective actions for 
compliance findings and actions to improve in the areas noted. We will go to the January 
meeting fully prepared to make that case. 
 
Wear Your Slippers 
Don’t forget to wear your comfy footwear tomorrow (Dec 15th) and help keep this fun holiday 
season tradition alive!  
 
For those of you on campus next week, I’ll be stopping by offices to share some holiday treats. 
The semester has flown by but has been very productive and we have so much work to show 
for it.  WELL DONE!  I deeply appreciate your contributions to those endeavors.  I wish you all a 
safe and restful holiday, hopefully in the company of your loved ones. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 

Angie 
 
 
 
Angela R. Fairchilds, Ph.D. 
College President 
Columbia College 
11600 Columbia College Drive 
Sonora, CA 95370 
(209) 588-5115 • (209) 588-5161 fax 
fairchildsa@yosemite.edu 
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