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Meryl Soto travels the 
country to find horn~ at 
Columbia. See page 8 



page:Z 

Letters to the Editor 

The MTX would like to thank all the in~~ who contributed 
letters to the editor; however, due to the -.oves:whelming volume re
ceived, not all could be included for print. Every effort was made to 
print at least one letter representing each viewpoint expressed. 

Miller- a teacher 
students relate to 

I rea:fty enjoyed reading your 
article on the new biology instructor, 
Micha Miller, in the Mountain Tlilles. 
I am enrolled in his biology 17 course 
and wanted to learn more about 
Micha. The article provided me, as 
a good reader, with a better under
stating of tQe guy. There were three 

I am sure that Micha will not 
get bored of his new position at Co
lumbia College. Wit his kno~ledge, 
socialness, and bobbies, there 
couldn't be a better place to be. As 
long as he is teaching biology, I'm 
sure that I won't get tired of being 
one of his students. 

Thank you for a great article, 
Bobby Curnow 

aspects about Micha that you men- . -------------

tione~ in the ~cle. Those were h~s 'Wet t-shirt' still 
amazmg-educanonal background, ~s · 

socialness, and his facinazation with not dried up 
the outdoors. As a student of 
Micha's, I too noticed these things. 

Oft~'h in class, Micha refers 
back to his college days. This is a 
true benefit because they weren't too 
long ago, so what he is teaching us is 
not too out dated. Micha was taught 
with a hands-on approach, and he 
directs that method into his own 
methods. This method is beneficial 
to the class and it encourages the stu
dents to enjoy what they are learn
ing, which many times isn't the case. 

Another aspect of Micha that 
keeps students motivated is his 
socialness. He ma\'.le it a priority to 
learn everyone's name in our class. 
Whenever someone has a question, 
he makes sure they understand his 
answer before he moves on. Micha 
wants to be your friend, and this type 
of mentality pays off in the effort that 
the student puts in. 

· With the amazing educa-
tional background that Micha has,. it 
was quite difficult to comprehend 
why he would choose Columbia as 
his place of employment. It wasn't 
until I learned of his interest of the 
outdoors that I realized why he made 
that choice. Often Micha tells of his 
feats on mountains and during a 
break between labs he goes rock 
climbing behind the college. He has 
even invited me to come along some
time. This region is definitely the 
right place for Micha. 

With regards to the "Wet T
shirt" article in the October issue I 
have a few comments that I would 
like to make. 

First of all, I think that any fund 
raising project that gets the Student 
Body involved is a great thing. The 
VP of Student Services is quoted as 
saying that she "would like to see 
them (ASU) come up with some 
rneaningful_.and significant events." 
I think that as hard as we all work, 
we should have some events that are 
insignificant and meaningless but en
tertaining and allow some relief from 
stress. 

Secondly, if the "Iron Man" 
contest were truly an effort to avoid 
accusations of sexism, it should be a 
"Wet Undies" contest. Perhaps we 
should simply have' a "Wet Student 
Body" contest. 

Third, you did not mention 
what the funds are being raised for. 
Wouldn't we be able to get moi:e stu
dents involved if we knew what we 
were getting involved in? Thank you 
for this opportunity to express my 
though~. After reading the article, I 
have had some of the questions an
swered and I will look forward to 
reading "the rest of the story". 

Jennifer Barry 

To The Editor, 
In Vol No.3 of the Mountain 

Opinion 
Times it seems to me the Senate has 
found one way to combat apathy on 
campus. A wet T-shirt contest. I 
counted at least 3 different articles 
on it in the p~r. The views on the 
contest ran from approval to disap
proval. The Senate has our attention 
now. 

Whether we approve or not the 
question has to be asked is this what 
we want a college to be known for. I 
would bet all the energy being spent 
on this wet T-shirt contest would be 
great in a debate club. 

I have to· agree with Kathryn 
Jeflferies statement in short, "getting 
people excited abo~t serious Senate, 
this is not the way to accomplish it." 

As an older student here, I re
ally believe that as a collective adult 
group we can possibly come up with 
other ways to raise fun"5. 

Anyone care to buy a candy 
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open to everyone, don't you think it weeks and observed the Student Sen
might be a little uncomfortable for ate, with their asses i:usted to the 
the teachers to attend this and then chairs outside of the senate office, 
see their students in class? listening to their trivial conversa-

If these contests happen what's tions, learning how mtich beer could, 
next, a strip show??????? be ingested (and how many cbain-

D. Bett~ncourt smoked cigarette butts could be fit 

Dear Editor: 
If the MTX is truly a "voice for 

the students," then I should not won
der whether or not this letter will be 
published. 

I have a serious "beef' with the 
Stud~nt Senate and how they are 
wasting their time (and ours) by fo
cusing their energy ( or lack thereof), 
into inert (and inept) .causes. 

into a plastic jug within a 20 minute 
period), and how one's nephew (or 
little brother) could beat someone 
else's ass ifhe were pissed off enough 
• .. AD NAUSEUM!! I think there; 
are far more issues at stake that the 
Student Senate could tackle; but I. 
now have my doubts as to the com
petence and or capability of these. 
"chosen few." There is nothing: 
wrong with stroking one's ego . .. if 
one has the goods and the know-how' 
to back it up . . . these "dolts" do not 
even have a clue! 

I do not know if many others 
have noticed. but it seems that every
thing the Student Senate does is al
ways under the pretense of a "party." 
There are many other issues that 

Karren Hansen should be addressed besides when 

Next time, when it i;omes time 
for re-elections ( where the whole stµ
dent body participated, rather than 
just the personal friends of the pro-, 
posed regime) I am going to vote for'. 
someone who could actually pass a 
pee test! 

· and where the next "party" will be 
' InreadingtheOctoberissueof held. A few friends and I decided to 

the MTX I was appalled by the ar- see if our concerns were founded and 
ticle on the "Wet T-Shirt Contest." I 

with merit; we took a period of two 
can't believe the Student Senate 

Deamon Black 

would even consider it. I'm glad the 
Student Senate wants to find a way 
to get people's attention and raise 
money, but what kind of Student Sen
ate do we have if all they can come 
up with is wet T-shirt contests and 
mud wrestling? Hey, Jeremy Mills 
is this what you call "better represen
tation for the students"? As for my
self, PLEASE DON'T REPRESENT 
ME. 

This controversial event is gen
erating both good and bad attention. 
It makes me wonder whether the sen
ate is a joke or serious about the 
school. I would view the wet T-shirt 
contest as things you would do at a 
bar. Maybe they should sell some 
beer and have a real "party." 

I agree with Katheryn Jeffery's 
reply "happy tl)at they're thinking 
about planning events, but . . . would 
like to see them come up with mean
ingful and significant- events that 
would truly benefit Columbia Col
lege." There are better ways to let 
everyone know you want to make 
this a better place. 

Then, there is Jeremy Mill's 
statement" we're not doing anything 
illegal or against school policy, there
fore they cannot stop the contest from 
talcing place." Jeremy Mills, here's 
a little hint: we are real' people in the 
real world struggling to make it. I 
don ' t need a childish Student Senate 
making up foolish contests. We are 
trying to further our education, not -
learn how to "party." This is a place 
of learning, NOT a frat house. 

The last point I would like to 
make about these events is if this is 

The Mountain Tunes p_rints all letters as they are submilted, we, do not 
edit fo r sp elling, grammar, contem, or verification of authorship. The 
opinions of the writers. do nor ne<tessarity refl.ee.t tlwse ofthe Mountain 
Tunes. ff you would like to express your opinion please submit it to the 
Mountain Tcmes b.o:c in~ instructional office. All Leners must be 
signed to be considered for prrnting. • 
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Colu01bia Celebrates 30 Years 
Mining Quarry to 
College· Campus, 
All in 30 years 

by Tamniy Aguiniga 
MTX ASSISTANT EDITOR 

In spring 1998, Columbia Col
lege will celebrate its 30th anniver
sary. Toe· MTX will cover the up
coming anniversary events, however, 
we also wanted to find out about the 
college's unique history, To get a his
torical perspective, we sought out and 
interviewed administrators and fac
ulty who were here in the beginning. 

• 

From humble beginnings, Co
lumbia College has come a long way. -
What was once a mining quarry has 
developed into a scenic college cam
pus where Tuolumne and Calaveras 
county residents have been receiving 
an education for over 30 years. 

The first Columbia College 
President Harvey "Dusty" Rhodes 
remembers it was a community ef
fort to get the college established. 

'The people (faculty, classified 
staff, maintenance staff) were all 
Tuolumne Cour,ty residents and 
deeply committed to the college pro-

grams," Rhodes said. 
The college met for the first 

year ( 1966-1967) at Eagle Cottage in 
Columbia State Park, since the per
manent campus would not be com
pleted until Fall 1968. 

Ross Carkeet, Forestry/Natural 
resources instructor, remembers the 
first year at Eagle Cottage. "We had 
maybe 200 students and only seven 
to eight full time faculty." He 
added, "It [ the cottage] was drafty .. .lt 
leaked ... and the bookstore flooded a 
couple tiines." 

Another problem · cropped up 
while the current campus was still 
being built. Behind the original art 
building, which is now Redbud, there 
was a pond created to store and treat 
the campus sewage. During a winter 
storm it had filled with rain water and 
the limestone bottom fell out. The 
water washed through a cavern and 
ended up in the Eagle Cottage park-
ing lot. · 

'There was three to four feet 
of water," said Carkeet. "We were 
lucky it wasn't filled with sewage." 

Mishaps aside, the current 
campus opened for the classes in 
1968. Carkeet remembers that the 
student enrollment grew fast though 
the faculty growth was slow. 

"We were the Jack And Jill's 

Looking·back 30 years 
Above: Redbud, previously the art building, alone on the Northeast shore. Left Comer: Students gather on the 
grass outside the Rotunda for an afternoon concert. Middle: Faculty break ground for Oak Pallillion. 

of all .trades," said Carkeet. The in- Rhodes said, "School started the "desire and demand" of the com
structors taught a couple of disci- earlier and went for 12 week quar- munity to have ·a football team but, 
plines usually covering their majors ters. There was a break for Christ- due to finances, it never happened. 
and minors; even the deans taught mas and school ended a little later. Over the years there were other col-. 
classes." Snow was a real problem:". lege sports teams, including golf and 

Originally, bad weather created The only ones who benefited tennis, but the school finances were 
ongoing problems for student atten- from the snow was the intercQllegiate - unable to support them.The current 
dance, so classes were initially set up skiing team coached by Bob Gibson. basketball program stan;ed in 1976. 
on the quarter system to deal with the 'They did very well," said Rhodes. "Our plan was to add one sport 
inclement winter weather. Aocording ro Rhodes there was at a time," said Rhodes, "but the pri

ority was education first." 
Initially, the students· were al

most exclusively locals. 'They were 
pretty g~ students," notes Carkeet. 
''They were fun-loving and they re, 
ally liked the setting. ~They really 
seemed to enjoy themselves." 

Carkeet also remembered 
some unique experiences on campus 
such as protests, streakers and the 
'campus naturalist.' 

Like most college campuses in 
the United States in the late 1960's, 
the war in Vietnam was a controver
sial issue. In protest several students 
swam out, to the island in San Diego 
Reservoir and removed their clothes. 
They eventually left the island and 
then left school. 

There was also a campus 
&treaker, something that was popular 
at that time. One day he ran through 
the cafeteria with a mask on. Carkeet 
said,"Somehow th~y f;und out who 
he was and they asked him to leave." 

The most unique character on 
the Columbia catnpus had to be 
Leland Davis. He was a homesteader 

Continued on=backpage 
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Col mbla Integral in Welfare Reforms 
bf Tammy Aguiniga 
.MTX Assistant Editor 

Starting next year. Colombia 
College will be an integral part of the 
new California program to transition 
welfare recipients into the workforce. 

The new state law, AB 1542, 
goes into effect on Jan. 1, 1998. The 
state program, called CalWORKs, is 
in response to recent federal welfare 
reform laws. CalWORKs requires 
counties to establish welfare-to-work 
programs for people receiving Tem
porary Assistance to Needy Families 
(TANF) benefits. TANF is the new 
federal acronym which replaces the 
older more familar term AFDC. 

UI¥fer the new law, current 
welfare recipients will have 24 
montijs to transition off welfare be
fore losing their welfare benefits. 
Pfopl.e who go on welfare after Janu
ary l, 1998 will have 18 
months. There is also a lifetime cu
mulative welfare benefit cap of 5 
years. 

Beginning in January 1998, 
welfare recipients will generally have 
four weeks to· find employment. If 
they don't; they must enroll in a train
ing program. Counties are required 
to set up adequate services which will 
assist welfare recipients in finding 
employment. These services will also 
include job training, substance abuse 
and mental health services, transpor
tation services, and child care assis
tance. 

Columbia College-President 
Jim Riggs said that "such job ti"ain
ing in Tuolumne County will be 
handled primarily through the col
lege." Riggs continued, "The 
college's role is to provide training 
and education for individuals who are 
on welfare." 

To develop this program on 
campus Columbia College formed a 
Joint Task Force on Welfare Reform 
earlier this year. Vice President of 
Student Services, Kathryn Jeffery 
will have primary respons_iblity for 
adminstrating the campus 

lifter 111111 lblllnll 
Cilnmll 

by Nichole MacDonald 

Everyo ne.has bad the same problem: Someone asks a seemingly 
s imple quesfron, but for some reason you jusL{.1an ' t think of the answer. 
The Mountain Times staff put together a series of questions chat wete 
thought to be common knowledge and surveyed 50 eolnmbia Coffege 
students, 25 male and 25 female. Th.e point was to see how much 
students know about general topics. 

l. Who is the Vice president of the United"States? · · 
2. What is x times x? 
3. What are the three branches of US Government? 
4. Who wrote MacBeth? 
5. What is the chemical structure for water? 
6. What year was the Declaration ofindepeadence igned? 

The resul ts co lhese questions were very surprising. First ·of all, 
24% of males and females did not know chat.Al Gore is the Vice 
President of the United States, several seemed to think Bob Dole was. 

And what is x times x? Only 52% of the males and 48% of the 
females knew that the answer is x squared. 

The three branches of U.S. Government are the Judi ial, E1<e_cu
tive, and LegislatiYe. Thirty si x percent of the males and 56% of the 
fema les r· 1,sed thar one. Common incorre I answers were : The 
President , the House , and the Senate; or Democrat, Republican, and 
IndependenL 

Fur· 1(>'"c of the males and 48% of the females d id not know 
that Shak ·i··~rc •). ,) t C MacBeth. everal people-thought that Hamlet, 
another of Shak. pcre's fi ctr onal characters wroreMaeBeth. 

, What is the chemical ,~r· • ·: ure for water? A high 80% of the 
males and females knew that li1.: answer is H20. 

However, only 50% of males and 40% of females knew that the 
l>cdaration oflndependence ,as igned in 1776. Many got this 
..:on fused with other dates in h1 tory, sucn as: The War of 18 I 2, World 
\Var I: and the 'fear Columbu sailed. 

CalWORKs program. 
Approximately $170,000 in_ 

funds have been allocated to the col
lege to facilitate welfare reform. This 
is part of approximately $1.6 million 
provided by the Calfornia Commu
nity College Chancellor's Office to 
the Yosemite Community College 
District. The balance of the money 
will go to MJC for their welfare pro
gram requirements. The new funding 
will specifically be used for curricu
lum revision and development, co
ordination, job placement, work 
study, and childcare vouchers. 

Interim Vice President of In
struction, David Willson has de
signed a new curriculum pathway 
that would provide several training 
options for any student, including 
CalWORKs recipients. The new 
pathway model includes three mod
ules. 

The first module is an Entry/ 
Intake format where the students will 
learn fundamental employment skills 
such as problem solving, work ethic, 
interviewing and self-esteem. This 
module is open entry and exit to pro

vide easy student access. 
In the second module students 

actually begin taking occupational 
training classes which will often be 
linked to "on the job training" agree
rnents · with local employers. The 
classes will also be flexible and de
signed to prepare students to become 
employed in a field that has high de
mand. Many of these students will 
need to get into the workforce 
quickly in order to take c!lre of_their 
families. Most classes will be from 
one day to six weeks in duration. 
Others will be longer, enabling the 
student to complete training and ob
tain a certificate in six to 18 months. 

. The third module will provide 
flexible options for CalWORKs cli
ents/students to continue their train
ing \vhile working, or, re-enter Co
lumbia to complete their A.A. Degree 
and ultimately transfer to a four year 
college. 

While the CalWORKs stu
dents are in school, they will be re
quired to work a minimum of 20 
hours a week. Increased work re
quirements will also apply the longet 
the person is on welfare, and for mar
ried couples receiving CalWORKs 
benefits. Finding jobs, given our lo
cal economy, will be difficult.The 
college may hire some of these stu
dents or help place them in jobs in 
the community. Limited money will 
be available fo subsidize employers 
to hire CalWORKs clients while 

they're being trained. 
To enable the student to work 

and attend school, the college will 
also provide childcare assistance. "A 
major component is providing 
childcare as they [the students] go to 
school," said Riggs. The college has 
applied for a grant to add another 
child care facility on campus by next 
fall. It will extend child care services 
to toddlers. 

After students complete the 
training programs they need to ob
tain long term employment. The col
lege and other county agencies will 
participate in job placement. Colum
bia College is currently hiring a new 
CalWORKS Program Coordinator 
position within the Office of Student 
Services to assist CalWORKs clients. 
While the college will emphasize 
curriculum formats for training in 
areas that allow students to find lo
cal employment, many CalWORKs 
clients will likely have to seek em
ployment in the valley or beyond. 

"They need jobs right now but 
we want them to come back to school 
and build on their career, " Riggs 

said. "l:lopefully they will come back · 
to school and get more experience so 
that they have more choices and can 
work locally, or go to ~other part of . 
the state or another part of the United · 
States. Work is important. Childcare '. 
is a barrier and skills are a barrier," ' 
commented Riggs. " Our program 
plans to address all three of these 
major issues." 

There are approximately 3,000 
TANF students currently enrolled in , 
the YCCD. Approximately 265 at
tend Columbia College. When the : 
new welfare reform laws take full 
effect next spring, there may be a 
substantial increase in CalWORKs · 
students at Columbia . ..i-

. The ultimate eff~cts of the new 
welfare laws are uncertain, however 
recent statistics suggest that Califor
nia must create 500,000 more jobs 
in the next five· years to put welfare 
recipients to work. It is clear that 
welfare reform could potenitally 
mean dramatic changes for Colum
bia College and the student popula
tion it serves. 

Attention Students 
Columbia is allowing students to defer tuition fees for next 

semester, until January 1-5, 1998 so students cantak-e advan~e of 
the new Hope Sehotarsllip federal tax credit. Srudents may lake the 
credit for wition and other expensesrelated to the.itnrst or second 
year c.oileie work. For more information contact the business office. 

CANDLE & SOAP 

·CANDLES 
CAl,DLE lvlAKING SUPJ?LIES 

HANDMADE SOAPS 
BATHXTEM§ 

GIFT8 FOQ LADIE8 
AND GENT8 .ALIKE 

LOCATED IN HISTORIC COLOMBIA STATE PARK 
AT 2-27 19 PARROTS FERRY RD. 

( IN THE OLD FEED STORE ) 
PLEASE CALL 209-~36-9047 
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by Nichole MacDonald 
MTX Assistant Editor 

Student Housing for Columbia 
College students has been availa?le 
for 10 years. Depending on who you 
talk to, there are many perceptions 
and opinions abo1,1t the dorm lifestyle 
and housing environment. The MTX 
interviewed several dorm residents to 
obtain opinions on student housing 
at Columbia. · 

According to manager 
Samantha Greene, on average, stu
dents live in the dorms for only one 
semester to one year, depending on 
their prepaid contract. The students 
gave many different reasons for not 
living in the dorms very long, from 
the noise and partying, to the price. 

There have been questions 
raised about the alcohol and drug 
abuse in the dorms. In March 1995, 
the MTX reported that two students 
living at the dorms were arrested for 
growing marijuana. 

Is this a serious issue that re
quires further attention? The MTX 

Campus News 
--DI 1b111n1 

found contending opinions from 
dorm residents. 

Dorm resident Patrick Hodges 
stated, 'There is definitely a drug and 
alcohol problem here. There's lots 
of partying." 

Michelle Kummrow added, "A 
little partying is all right, but some 
people do it every day. It's obnox
ious." This may be the reason some 
students admitted to skipping class 
at least once or twice a week and fall
ing behind. Kumrnrow !iaid, "I've 
been too distracted to do my 
homework ... .! haven't been able to 
fall asleep." 

Yet others think it's normal stu
dent behavior. Resident Lindsay 
Fredericks said, "I don't think it's a 
problem. I think it's college kids 
doing what college kids do." 

Matt Milojevich agreed, 
"There's a problem, but that's the 
way college is." 

Greene commented, "I haven't 
found much of a problem. if some
one thinks there's a problem they 
need to stand up for themselves. 

Everyone has a right to say they don't 
like it. [Drugs and alcohol] may be 
a problem with a small percentage of 
the students who really won't suc
ceed. This semester seems to be a 
good group ... [not interested] in 
drugs." 

Unfortunately, there aren't 
many facts to back up the alleged 
problems. Resident Assistant Greg 
Dunn stated, "There have been a few 
incidents involving the police, but it 
has definitely improved ever since 
the new managers took over." 

The MTX went to Campus 
Security Chief Greg Elam for some 
answers. Elam noted th.at "the col
lege must report data annually on 
various cainpus security issues." Ac
cording to published campus security 
reports, from March 1995 through 
November 1997, there have no ar
rests for alcohol, drug or weapons 
violations on campus. 

Ultimately, the question of 
whether dorm life is a negative envi
ronment is up to the individual. Ac
cording to resident Sean Roche. "If 

you are a negative person it will be a 
negative experience." 

Like almost everything, there 
is a positive side. Most students felt 
that, aside from the problems noted, 
living in the dorms has been a great 
experience. Roche stated, "What's 
great is that it's a new [environment] 
with new people." 
· The social life in the dorms is 

always uplifting, according to Jen 
Ramirez. ''Everyone is outgoing and 
fun to be around." 

Hodges commented, "Socially 
it's positive. It's a lot of fun and all 
my friends can stop by after their 
classes because it's so close," 

Most students also agree that 
the location is very convenient. 
Kumrnrow said, "It's close to school 
so I don't have to worry about trans
portation." 

Fredericks stated, "I'm so close 
to school. If I wasn't this close, I 
wouldn't go." 

Everyone agreed that no mate 
ter where you live, there will be ups 
and downs, so it all boils down to 
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,., 
quality and price. Though some stu
dents aren't worried about pri~e, oth-. 
ers are paying their own way. 

"I think the price would be just 
right if you didn't have to share a 
room. But it's good because you only 
have to pay for your phone bill and 
food," Ramirez stated. 

Greene said, "The price is 10% 
lower than it was three years ago. 
And we put in the 'rec' room to give 
more options of things to do. I think 
we've made this a healthy study and 
work environment." 

So the question remains: What 
type of lifestyle is promoted by the 
dorm environment? Greene stated, 
"I've gone to many different colleges 
and I've seen it a lot worse. I go to 
school here and live here and I see 
what anyone else sees." 

Most agreed that it depends on 
the individual. The majority felt that 
the lifestyle will be the same at any 
college, it's just normal student be
havior. 

Columbia Mines for Student Prospects 
Local Principals, 
Superintendents 
Tour College 

by Otis Anderson 
MTX Reporter 

Columbia College draws 
~tudents from across the Mother 
Lode an~ the valley. Local high 
schools ~ an important source for 
prospective students. 

Of the 737 new students who 
enrolled at Columbia in the fall 1997 
semester, 221 came from local high 
schools. With this fact in mind, Co
lumbia College President, Dr. Jim 
Riggs, invited several local high 
school superintendents and principals 
to tour the college. 

The tours occured on October 
23rd and 29th and were conducted 
by Interim Vice President of Instruc
tion, Dave Willson. The meetings 
were -intended to generate ideas and 
support to make Columbia College a 
more viable and attractive option to 
local students. 

The group ranged from Bret 
Harte Superintendent Joe Wilimek, 
who had never been on the Cohim
bia campus, to Oakdale Superinten
dent John Casey, an alumnus of Co
lumbia. 

Representatives from Sonora, 
Tioga, Mother Lode Christian and 
Summerville High also participated. 
They attended college classes, labs 
and ate lunch at the Cellar. 

According to Wilson, many 
constructive sugge!itions were gener
ated by the meeting. Their comments 
included the following: 

• Offering colleging courses 
for advanced high school seniors and 
juniors .on the high school campuses. 

• Having a college booth at 
back-to-school nights and other 
events held at the high schools. 

• Increasing academic and 
vocational program and course ar
ticulation with area and regional high 
schools. 

~ Including information on 
the college web site that would be of 
interest and attractive to high school 

· students. 
• Sponsoring a high school 

leadership camp at the college for 
student body leaders from area and 
valley high schools. 

• Increasing direct recruit
ment activities. 

• Increasing visitations to 
high schools. 

• Increasing the number of 
meetings at the college that involve 
high school ~eachers and 
counselou~. 

Vice President Willson noted, 

"The interest in offering college 
courses at high school, articulating 
vocational programs and linking high 
school curriculum with college in a 
2+2 format were especially popular.'.' . 

Wilimek concluded, "The col
lege tour was a positive step to ar
ticulate the curriculums of the high 
schools and Columbia College. It re
ally helped to enhance the lines of 
communication in -our local educa
tion community." 
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St~reotypes and Realities: One 
Dis~bled Columbia Students Story 

by Lisa Larsen 
MTX EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Most of the people walking by 
seem to be unaware of his presence. 
Some may steal a curious glance, 
looking away quickly if they are no- • 
ticed, others smile nervously, but 
most people walk quickly by with
out acknowledgment. These are not 
cold, uncaring people, they are 
people just like the rest of us, per
haps unsuraof what to say or how to 
behave when in the company of a 
disabled. person. 

Paul Po~, the object of this 
uncertainty, understands. Thirty-four 
years of living with Cerebral Palsy· 
[CP] has conditioned him to the re
sponse of people unfamiliar with dis
ability. According to Paul, humor is 
his most effective method of reach
ing out to people "If I see· a person 
who is nervous around me, or if I fall 
down and th~y do!!'t know what to 
do or say,, I'll make a joke to help 
them relrot and maybe see that I can 
be cool. I just want people to treat 
me the same as everyone else." 

One stereotype that gets in the 
way of his goal is the misconception 
that because he is physically dis
abled, he must also be mentally dis
abled. "I understand why people 

. would think that -- quite often people 
with CP do have some mental retar
dation -- but I don't. .There are a wide 
range of causes and effects of CP, 
mine was present from birth. The 
doctor's think that it _was probably 
from a problem resulting from Rh 
factor [complications]. The doctor 
told my mother that I would never 
even learn to walk, but I did. It took 
me until I was IO years old to learn 
to walk effectively, but I did it." And 
that was certainly not the last of 
Paul's accomplishments. He contin
ues, "I was raised to do things on my 
own, and I want to encourage other 
disabled people to do things for them
selves too." 

It was this goal that led Paul 
back to school after a thirteen year 
absence. A native resident of San 
Jose, Paul worked for eight years in 
i! 1c clerical/o(fice management field . 
.\It hough_ naturally an optimist, Paul 
hecame dissatisfied with his career 
and its lack of opportunity for growth 
a, h<; watched less experienced (and 
11"11-disabled) workers receive pro-

Breaking Stereotypes 
Paul Pope difies the misconception °th.at he isn't like others and shows 
Columbia he is, 

motions while he remained in the 
same job. Both in the workplace and 
socially, Paul says he \\'.as "stagnat
ing in the bay area;" This feeling 
prompted Paul decided to take some 
time off to think about what he 
wanted to do with his life. "I knew 
that I enjoyed h,lping other ·J?eOple, 
and I wanted to find a way to pass on 
the experience and knowledge that I 
had gathered to other disabled people 
so they could have more indepen
dence." Paul knew he would need 
more education to meet his goals and 
made the decision to go back to col
lege, but he was still ambivalent 
about living in the bay area. 

It was then that Paul received 
a fateful phone c'all from a frien4. His 
friend was nioving to Sonora and had 

called asking for Paul's help. Ironi
cally, the move actually ended up 
helping Paul. When he made the trip 
up to Sonora, Paul found that he 
didn't want to leave. He acted on his 
impulse, "I had nothing holding me 
to the bay area so I went home, got 
my stuff and moved." 

After settling into his new life, 
Paul followed through with his deci
sion and enrolled in Columbia Col
lege to pursue a certificate in human 
services and eventually his A.A. De
gree. These accomplishments would 
serve as a stepping sto11e to his ulti
mate goal; "I want to get back to 
work, get off SSI, and pull my own 
weight." He would like to work with 
other disable people and help them 
get the tools they need to pursue their 

MURPHYS 
BOOKS 

Buy, SeH '& Trade 
New & Used Books Books On Tape 
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Sierra Hills Shopping Center, Hwy. 4 at Murphys 

own dreams. 
But for now, it's studying, 

working, and finals just like the rest 
of us. "Currently I'm taking Math 

. 202 [ which he says he finds rather 
easy]; and a health class. Next se
mester I plan on taking sociology and 
psychology." At the time of this in
terview he had A's in both classes he 
was attending. 

So, what else is in Paul's fu
ture plans? "I'd like to settle down, 
be married and have a family like 
anyone else. It's hard to meet the 
right person though. Basically I'm. 
outgoing, but there is a part of me 
that is insecure and wants people to 
accept me. It can be frustrating to 
try to talk to someone, the physical 
limitations can get in the way and I 

have a h.ard time talking, especially 
when I'm nervous because the per
son is someone I'm attracted to." 
What type of person does he look for? 
"I look for the person inside, whether 
they have a disability or not doesn't 
matter." 

Perhaps that also could be good 
advice for all of the well meaning 
people out there who are unsure of 
how to talk.with a disabled person. 
Try to f9rget about the exterior, and 
l~k fgr the ~n insioo: Soon you 
too will find that not only does the 
disability not matter to you, but that 
you cannot even see it anymore. All 
you see is another human being, a hu
man being remarkably similar-to 
yourself. 
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Shopping C~nter 
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PNvldal Aid ID ·lbaltl 
Center a Tool for 
Writing Papers; 
Also has Tutoring 

by Cryss Black Wolf 
MTX Reporter 

eludes tutoring). 
Writing Center staff member 

Andrew Reese said,"Writing is a so
cial act, rather than just a regurgita
tion of words. We [the staff] like to 
work with the writer, not just with 
the writing." 

academic situation. By learning to 
write well, one can increase their 
chances of success." 

Two students, coming from 
different academic backgrounds, 
spoke about their experience with the 
Writing Center. Rhonda Ratkowski 
stated that "corning to the writing ,ab 
helped me to develop better writing 
skills, resulting in my first perfect 
score ever!" 

page 7 · 

Going Postal 
A "writer", as defined by 

Webster's New Dictionary of Syn
onyms, is "[someone who] gives ex
pression to his ideas or feelings ... "; 
this includes just about everyone here 
on campus. But the question to ask 
yourself is, am I doing it well? Now 
there is no reason to wonder, thanks 
to a new writing center for students 
right here on campus! 

Patricia Harrelson, the Aca
demic Resource Coordinator added, 
'Toe Writing Center is more than just 
a place to word-process your papers. 
Although that is reason enough to 
come, we like to take it one-~tep fur
ther; the Writing Center provides stu
dents an atmosphere of interaction. 
Ideas are shared with other students, 
and are talked out. We do this with 
any subject, and at any level. The 
Writing Center is a community of 
writers, for writers, addressing the 
different needs of the students." . 

Another student, Chandra 
Morgan, stated that "the Writing Cen
ter has been an incredible asset and 
tool to accomplish my goal of being 
a competent, powerful writer." 
Chandra states that she is also able 
to get good advise about her papers, 
which in turn helps· her to be more 
confident when she hands in her as
signments. She also stated that "the 
ARC is more of a one-on-one type 
of help; such things as sentence struc
ture and punctuation are also cov
ered." 

Cryss Black Wolf demonstrates life during finals without AR Cs help. 

though the staff does not edit or write 4:00pm, Tuesday/Thursday- I :30pm
your papers, they do offer individu- · 4:30pm, and Friday-I :OOpm-3:00pm. 

The Academic Resource Cen
ter (ARC) has brafiched to Redbud 
9, materializing in the form of the 
ARC Writing Center; where surreal
ism tantalizes the cerebral, forming 
a catalyst for the formation of thou~ht 

It is the aspiration of the ARC 
Writing Center staff that students will 
embrace the benefits of being a\,le to 
express their ideas throu~h the writ-
ing process. The ARC Writing Center offers 

Harrelson continued, "Writing personalized support to students by 
is a skill that everyone uses in every addressing their personal needs, for 

- ·· · ~any class that .requires writing. Al-

alized instruction and peer work. 
Reese said,"we build knowl

edge through the act of writing." 
Harrelson interjected, "and we 

would like the Writing Center to be 
responsible for that happening in the 
student's lives. We want students to 
be comfortable with the writing pro
cess." 

The times and days that are 
available for students to come into 
the Writing Center are Monday/ 
Wednesday/Friday- 8:00am-9:00am, 
Monday/Wednesday- I :OOpm-

Stop by Redbud 9 within these times 
and days, and treat yourself to yet 
another valuable tool available to the 
students of Columbia College. 

Pat Rapier, tutor for the ARC 
had some final comments. She stated 
that "Its really a great resource for 
any students to get feedback on any 
subject that they m~y-be working on. 
I think students just do no•realize that 
we're here· or what we have to offer. 
I urge students to at least drop by and 
check us out." 

._ . . Murphys 
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which was sponsored by employers, 
by John Flynn is in theory, a way to utilize the in-
MTX Reporter creasingly popular four day /ten hour 
As of January 1, 1998, over- work shift and provide employers 

time as you know it will vanish! with maximum flexibility to sched-
Last April, the California In- ule personnel. This option has always 

dustrial Welfare Commission (IWC) been available for the employers to 
enacted a new regulation which offer their employees, provided they 
eliminated the requirment to pay paid overtime. 
overtime for work exeeding 8 hours Proponents of the new over-
per day. time 1egulation argue that the new 

This new regulation is pat- law will now provide employers and 
terned after existing federal law and employees throughout California 
the overtime laws in most other with optio_ns such as flextime, job 
states. It is important to note that the sharing, increase part-time work and 
new law affects non-union employ- a compressed work week. It also al
ees whether you are classified full- . lows employees a desirable work 
time or part-time week that does not punish employ-

In effect, your employer will ers. 
no longer have to ask for your per- Tuolumne County Chamber of 
mission to work additional hours. Commerce President Dan Buckman 
Now your employer legally can hold 
you over beyond 8 hours on your 
daily work schedule and pay you only 
straight time for up to 16 hours, 
which is considered a days work. 

_ According to State Senator 
Dick Monteith's representative Mark 
Holinan, "there is no overtime in

• . volved, just straight time." 
The new overtime concept, 

stated, "We sent a letter to the Indus
trial Welfare Commission to urge the 
Commission to have the State's over
time rules conform with federal law, 
thus joining 47 other states that pay 
overtime after 40 hours of work in 
any given week. -The popular four/ 
ten work week is most desirable for 
employers in Toulumne County." 

Tony Porter, manager of the 

Employment Development Depart
ment in Sonora doesn't anticipate any 
abuse of this new law eliminating 
overtime and extending longer daily 
work schedules for the employees. 

Porter stated, "VUS will actu
ally be a real asset for employers to 
work around their employees and 
family life to meet the company's 
goal in the end." 

Earlier this year, legislation 
(SB680- Solis D) was passed by the 
California Legislature to reverse the 
IWC regulation and generally retain 
the current law which provides for 
time and a half pay after 8 hours. 
SB680 was supported by labor 
unions who argued that it is neces
sary to continue daily overtime pay 
to protect workers from abusive em
ployers who require them to work 
long hours without premium pay. 
They further argue that the IWC re
peal of overtime regulations-reflects 
the Governor's attempt to appeal to 
big business interest at the expense 
of workers. 

The Governor vetoed the leg
islation in September, s~ting in part, 

See .overtime, backpage 
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English Instructor· 
Enjoys Teaching at 
Community College 

by Cynthia Edwards 
MTX Reporter 

I sat in Meryl Soto's English IA class 
back in the fall of 1994. She was so easy to 
listen to, gaining tlie group's attention, not by · ~· ~!?..Jfimti,:..JI 

raising her voice, but by speaking quietly. She ing in English, and some day teaching. How
spoke as if she were going to share a secret ever miserable the thought of getting through 
with you, and you dido 't want to miss a word the algebra part of college was though, the idea 
that she said. Fall 1994 was Ms. Soto's first of being forty by the time she earned her B.A. 
semester of tt?aching at Columbia College: the· was worse. 
ending of one journey and the beginning of She recalled advice from a friend, 
another. • "Jannett told me that whether I went to college 

Soto's journey started back in Brooklyn, or not, I was still going to be forty, and she 
New York, where she grew up. She recalled asked me what I wanted to be doing at forty. 
the past, "I remember listening to Otis Her question really made a lot of sense." 
Redding's song, Sitting on the Dock of the Bay, She stayed at her sales job, saved money, 
and it had the most profound effect on me. That and prepared to _go back to school full-time. 
song urged me to travel to California and find Soon she found herself with her B.A. 
that dock to sit on." from CSU Fresno. As she was planning earn 

She traveled to California, and made a her Masters degree she received a phone call 
connection with acquaintances who were liv- from the Dean of Humanities at Fresno City 
ing in the Lassen area. There she lived and College. The Dean, Deborah Blue, had learned 
worked, witpout any definite direction. Work- of Soto through the graduate advisor at CSU 
ing at minimum wage jobs quickly got old. Fresno. Soto remembers the phone call, "I told 
Soto decided to pick up some classes at the her I didn't have my Masters yet, but that I 
local community college, in hopes of further- could start working tomorrow, and to please 
ing her education and consequently earning just meet with me. I rushed home, put on more 
more money. appropriate clothes, had a three hour long in-

At this point in our interview, Soto looks terview, got the job to teach on~ English night 
down at her hands and tells me "I realized that class, and started the next day. It was iny first 
I wanted to do work that would have a healing time to stand in front of a class." 
effect in people's lives. I thought that meant Soto liked working at Fresno City Col- ; 
being a doctor, though later I turned down a lege, but there weren't any permanent full-time 
National Merit Scholarship to study physical jobs· opening up in the English department. 
therapy." Instead she married, devoted her Armed with her newly minted Masters degree, 
energy to being a wife, and had a baby. the search for a full-time position began. 

A few years later, finding herself a single Soto explains, "When I was working on 
parent, Soto went to work in sales, making my Masters, I dido 't let many people know that 
decent money. · · I wanted to eventually work at a community 

She explained, "Sales taught me to be college. It wasn't thought to be as serious a 
organized, and I learned how to talk to people." goal as pursuing a PhD to teach at~ university, 

During this time, Soto worked at but I liked the philosophy and mission of the 
parenting, worked at her sales job, and worked community college." So, she started sending 
at something very pleasurable: a radio pro- off resumes to community colleges that had 
gram for children on listener sponsored radio, full-time openings in their English depart
KFCF in Fresno. For an hour every Saturday ments. Columbia College called her in for an 
morning, Soto would read children's stories interview. 
over the radio, loving every minute of it. Soto describes the experience, "I remem-

"Reading had always been a part ofmy ber driving up for the interview and turning 
life,'" she told me, ""Even when I was in high offatMercedthinking, 'This looks pretty nice,' 
school. ditching class. Most of the time I'd be · and then getting closer and closer, thinking, 
off reading somewhere. I wouldn't go do any- 'This .looks really good, I'm never going to get 
thing bad. I'd go read. My high school was thisjob!' lwassorelaxedfortheinterview-
just being integrated, and there were a lot of thinking that I didn't stand a chance -- that it 
pr,,bleri1s, even violence. It wasn't a pleasant actually went perfectly. Afterwards I felt like 
place to he." I'd aced it." A few weeks later, she learned 

At this point ir. her life, Soto pondered that out of 250 applicants, she had gotten th.e 
;h: possihility of returning to college, major- job. 

IBP Ta 
Three and a half years have passed-since 

she started teaching at Columbia. She admits, 
'There are times when I feel like a duck out of 
water, I left a lot of gQOd friends in Fresno. 
Though one of the things I appreciate about 
working at Columbia is the level of collegial 
respect that permeates relationships here." 

Then she adds, "I feel very strongly about 
people showing common courtesy toward each 
other. It's obvious that the staff at Columbia 
College treat each other with respect. The 
friendliness starts with a smile and a wave as 
you drive past the parking permit booth. Even 

bll 
the staff in the bookstore are friendly, and they 
are generally notorious for being curt. The 
secretaries, and administrative ·staff and fac
ulty treat each other respectfully. Faculty go 
out of their way to help one apother, and to 
support student's efforts. People like their jobs 
at Columbia." 

Soto's passion for what she teaches is 
contagious to any student in her class. She can 
make English fun; and writing possible for 
anyone. In the spring semester Soto will teach 
English 250, English 151, English IB, and 
Creative Writing. 
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More
Letters ••• 
Bathroom Issues 

I can really relate to your no
tice of our soap in the bathrooms. 
Yes, it would be nice if we had the 
same soap as the instructors do in 
their bathrooms. Go look and see 
what type of soap they use. Then 
think who pays for it. 

Please don't forget that little 
tissue we use too. I laugh at it be
cause it's the same size as I used in 
kindergarten. You would think the 
bigger we get the bigger the choice 
would be ours as to how much toilet 
tissue we use. 

I thought to myself, I wonder 
if the teachers still use this little tis
sue too. I went into the instructors 
office and looked in the bathroom 
there. Barn there is was a hole roll 
of toilet tissue. Hum what's wrong 
with this picture. 

Don't we rate too! 
Theresa Kalivuder 

The smoke lingers 
Chris Luhdorff you have hit the 

nail on the head about smoking on 
campus. I am not a smoker but I have 
been around smokers for 36. years. 
The one thinf I have noticed since 
moving to this area, is the risk factor 
for fires, yet people have flicked their 
cigarette down right in front of ine. 

I have had the unpleasant 
priviledge of living with smokers. 
The generation I grew up with were 
not aware of the dangers of smok
ing, so there was no problem driving 
in a vehicle with my mother, with all 
the windows rolled up while my sis
ter, brother and I were all sitting in 
the backseat inhaling it. 

Cigarette smoke has always 
bothered me. My eyes would bum, I 
couldn't breathe and my hair smelled 
like cigarettes by the time I got to 
school. Children could not have an 
opinion in those days. You were to 
be seen and not heard. 

Well I am Not a child anymore, 
and I can speak out. I want to say that 
walking out of class and into a cloud 
of smoke outside the door does 
bother me at Columbia College. Not 
to mention the fact that the butts on 
the ground are disgusting.Breathing 
second hand smoke scares me to 
death. I contribute my cancer to the 
second hand smoke that I was forced 
to breath. I love Columbia College 
but I'm Trred of having to hold my 
breath until I reach the classroom. 

Victoria Kilmer 

.. 

Opinion/Editorial page9 
To the editor: 
I would like to make a few 

comments on one of your articles that 
I have read in your Mountain Times, 
"To Smoke or Not to Smoke." I am a 
smoker, have been for some time. 
Yes, I would like to quit, but right 
now I don't feel I can. It's hard to to 
quit for some people, it's not like you 
can say, "I quit and throw the pack 
away." Smoking is like a drug, you 
get addicted to them just like alcohol 
or drugs. I'd rather smoke a dirty little 
cigarette than stick a needle in my 
aim or pour myself a stiff d.rjnk from 
a bottle. At least when I light up a 
Camel, I don't see pink elephants, 
cop cars bidding in trees or croco
diles walking in between cars. I still 
have the ability to walk, talk and take 
care of my children. 

I know that smoking is un
healthy for the smoker and, non
smoker. Yes, they are nasty and 
messy. It's not good for the environ
ment or the animals that choose to 
come here to feed and pick up drop-

-ping from the students. But not only 
the smokers are messing things up. 
True the cigarette butts do come from 
the smokers, but what about all the 
paper wrappers? What about the au
tomobiles or even Ute air we bre~tb? 
I'm not a scientist, but I bet there's 
lots of chemicals we breath besides 
cigarette smoke. 

I have to agree with you on the 
part about seeing the butts all over. 
When we walk in between classes 
and light up, I put my butt in my 
pocket, right along with my gumrn 
wrapper. I have seen cigarettes butted 
out on the ground right next to the 
cigarette bin. I have seen paper and 
cups in the cigarette bins but not nec
essarily put there by the smokers. 

So what is left to do about this 
problem? Ban all smoking from the 
campus, that will make a lot of smok
ers unhappy. Run around giving out 
tickets to the ones you catch butting 
them out on the ground? You would 
probably run out of tickets before the 
week was up. How about putting 
more cigarette bins and signs asking 
the smokers, "Please don't butt your 
cigarette out on the ground." 

For non- smoking people, if I 
am standing beside you and you don't 
like the smell or it makes you sick. 
Just tell me and I'll either put it out 
or move it away. I can only speak for 
myself and I do have respect for the 
non- smokers. I was one of them at 
one time, myself. 

Joyce Held 

Political Apathy 
Dear Editor: 
Very recently I took some time 

to gather signatures of people that 
were - opposed to the incident 

invvolving pepper spray and protest
ers in Humboldt County. I was able 
to get 303 signatures after two days 
of hard work. One thing that came 
to my attention, was that most people 
didn't seem to care a:bout what I was 
doing. They would just walk right 
on by. I would have to call people 
over; and round them up so they 
would at least coine over to find out 
what I was doing. I also noticed that 
half of those people didn't think what 
I was doing would change a thing. It 
is this attitude that has allowed our 
government to lead us- on a leash. 
When the constitution was written it 
gave power to the people. This still 
stands today. The people of this na
tion nee<,l to start caring and making 
a difference so that our government 
will be what we want it to be. 

Dear Editor: 
I read the article "Housing 

. Staff Aims to' Increase Student Ac
tivity'' in the Mountain Tlllles. I dis
agree with your ideas. In this article, 
you discos the dorm manager about 
increasing the number of students in 
dorms. The dorm manger is also 
thinking about room for a pool table , 
and games. Have they though about 
the price of the dorms? Did they ask 
students about what they need in 

dorms? I asked some of the students 
about the student housing, and they 
said 'Toe student housing is not com
fortable. It is noisy. There is no 
counter in the kitchen," and other 
problems. 

This is my first semester in 
Columbia College. In the beginning 
of the semester, I was thinking ofliv
ing in the dorms. However, the price 
at the dorm was almost the same as a 
small one bedroom apartment in 
Sonora which is more comfortable, 
has a better stove, and has a nice 
kitchen. I think they should think 
about how students can have a more 
comfortable place with a cheaper 
price. I think, the students need a 
quiet place for studying not for play
ing pool or other games. Have the 
domi managers thought about why 
the students want to live in the dorms 
instead of an apartment? I think it's 
beca~se they want to have more time 
to study ... If a student wants to have 
date night or movie, they can go to 
Sonora or Columbia. Those cities 
have enough room for those students. 
Those people who are real students 
don't have time to go tio da\e night 
or a movie. I think the dorm manag
ers should change their mind and 
think about the best way to help stu
dents have time tQ study, not play 
games .... 

Hossein A. Salari 
Skills 270 

~o/1,ia,, .JlwJ, 
""-' ~ f)tu, 11,,d,etlo#, Ja. q~ a,u/, Jolu,. ~ 

What do you do to relieve stress 
at the end of the semester? 

Karen Rod.ts 
"Go to Coyote Creek and 
dance my brains out!" 

Joelle Parker 
"I'm planning to bum the 

book 'Conflict and 
Consensus' in effigy." 

Otis Anderson 
"I like to play nude hacky
sack with squirrel heads." 

Gerte Stoiber 
"Probably take my stress 

out on everybody els,e. 
And eat chocolate." 

Tammy Aguiniga 
"I drink 'Clamato Juice'• 

by the gallon until I pass 
out." 

Slappy Squirrel 
"I store up small, hard 
objects to drop on the 
heads of the bastards that 
decapitate my relatives 
[maniacal laugh.f.er)" 
(drawn by Heidi Sullivan) 
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The View from My Desk. • • 

blah, blah, blah ... " No, I'm talking skin ofa snake (I have yetto find the who disagree with you. At first I was 
about learning the reaiities of snake it belonged tp ... [s~ver]). crushed by the comments, but a little 
working on, and sticking with And speaking of skins -- that time and some advice from my 
something you believe in. When I was another reality I was not quite Journalism advisor helped me get 
began this semes.ter I had no idea prepared for -- I have learned the some perspective on the situation. 

by .t,.isa Larsen 
MTX EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

I think I have burned-out every 
ne1:1ron I have ever possessed. I can 
no longer coocentrate on things like 
standard deviations of samp1e· 
populations or the myths and realities 
of the civil war. Evil dreams of the 
pleasures of intellectual slumming 
keep interfering. Pathetic dreams I'm 
ashamed to admit to, things like 
drinking hot ·mulled wine while 
reading some piece of garbage like 
"People~ magazine that has no 
redeeming literary value whatsoever 
and then napping under a pile of 
warm laundry just out of the dryer. . 

It's my own fault. No o~e 
should crabi this much stuff into their 
head in only eighteen weeks. There 
have bten several times ov¢r the last 

M,cr..,.,, .. 
by 'Ilµnmy Aguiniga 
MTX Assistant Bailor 

Something horrible happened 
to me the other night . I saw a dog 
get hit by a car. For me this was very 
traumat~i and I felt this intense 
amount of guilt because I felt I could 

# 
have preventeo 1t. 

· I had seen the dog running 
aroun~ the parking lot and I saw his 
owner chasing him and calling for 
him, but the 40g wasn't responding. 

The dog came by my car and I 
tapped the window trying to get his 
attention. It did for a moment. After 
that the dog continu¢ to run around 
and by this time I had left the park
ing lot and was driving on Mono Way 
and there was the dog again, in the 
road. 

My Turnooo 

by Nichole MacDonald 
MTX Assistant Editor 

Being the holiday season I felt 
it necessary to reflect upon the senti
ment of holiday spirit and how it 
never ceases to amaze me how in
volved we become with traditions. 
Indeed, it is healtb,y to get away from 
ordinary life for a while to appreci
ate what you have and share that joy 
with others. I am probably the most 
traditional old-fashioned person you 
will ever meet, but where did all the 
traditions come from? 

H you really think about it, 

few weeks that I was certain I was 
going to have an aneurysm in JnY 
brain. I have learned a lot from the 
experience though. Oddly enough, 
this little I -unit class (Journalism 10) 
has taught me a great deal. I'm not 
talking about all the bull you put on 
your college applications ·~ .. .it has 
improved my managerial and writing 
skills as well as my awareness of 

I knew this was trouble and 
started to• get ouf of the. car. I could 
not allow this dog to get hurt, but 
before I could open the door all the 
way, he had· been hit. At· that point 
all I could do was cry. My fiancee 
tried to comfort me but it was no 
good. He knows how sensitive I am 
about animals. We have three cats 
that I l{eat like my children. I can 
never imagine what I will do if any
thing happens to them. 

our tr;tditions are kind of wacky. 
Tak~ Halloween for instance; Did 
someone just decide one day that they 
thought it would be cool if everyone 
went- door to door to get a· sack full 
of candy? And Christmas; Presents 
are good and all, but why on Christ
mas? 

what being the editor of a paper need to thicken mine. I was prepared· The reason I signed up for this 
. meant. I had written articles for the . for some disagreement and reactions job was because I strongly believed 

MTX last year, but it is another thing when I decided to run the Wet T-Shirt that there should be an uncensored, 
entirely to be responsible for its contest as our cover story in my first student-run news source on campus, 
production. What I had imagined to issue of the MTX. What I was not I believed in freedom of speech and 
be a good writing experience that prepared for was the personal nature freedom of the press. And as difficult 
would look good on a transfer of the comments. One male student as it sometimes is, that belief means 
application has ·turned out to be I spoke to commented that perhaps I extending that same freedom of 
something much more. wouldn't be so opposed to the contest speech to others, even if it is directed 

First of all, it is not nearly as ifl were thinner, younger and prettier. at you personally. 
glamorous as I had hoped. In fact Another unsigned letter I received So bring it on. Tell me what's 
"the view from my desk ... " in reality remarked' that my column was on your mind, even if it's negative, 
is pretty scary. My desk is actually a "wishy-washy and hollow" among_ even if it's directed at me personally. 
table covered in trash confined to a other flattering comments. You should have the right to speak 
freezing, windowless room with At first it really affected me. It your mind. The only thing I ask is 
exposed plumbing in the basement of is difficult enough to write that you have the courage to do the 
the Redbud building. (1bey don't call something, sign your name to it, and same thing that I do -- sign your name 
it "The Dungeon" for nothing!) ·allow the entire school to read it. It to your writing and ycjur opinion. 
Occasionally frogs from the reservoir is far more difficultto gracefully and This isn't an easy job, but I'll keep it. 
find their way in, or we find a special objectively accept the sometimes It's not always pretty, but I'm ~tarting 
surprise like I did this week: the shed biting criticisms of other students to like the view from my desk ... 

Knowing how much I love 
Meowser, Tabitha, and Bubba, I 
knew that owner was suffering but I 
never stopped to help. 

I have this immense weight on 
my chest because I did not help. I hate 
that about myself but yet I never 
change that about myself. 

My fiance pointed out that I 
wasn't the only one who could have 
helped and they didn't make an ef
fort either. . 

Why don't people help each 
other? People get shot or attacked on 
streets with several people watching 
and act as if nothing happened: What 
are we afraid of! 

I could have prevented the loss 
of a friend if I hadn't been afraid to 
help. Afraid to lend a hand; 

It is an interesting aspect of 
human nature. Because of it we live 
in a world and a society that is self
absorbed and self-satisfying. A place 

have been an official "Holiday Com
mittee" that sat around a big table 
with charts, calendars, body heat, ex
citement, and college degrees plan
ning the future of American holidays. 
You know, they all have their sleeves 
rolled up and raise their voices, try
ing to get their idea across. 

that is harsh and cold. 
Granted not everyone is li\ce 

this. People do donate- time and 
money to help othera but not enough. 

I try to help otbera but only on 
a limited basis. I donate money, but 
that~ more.like buying my way out 
ofheli:1ing. I need to do more. 

We are in the middle -of the 
Christmas season, the most giving 
time of year, butthere are other times 
of the year that people need help. 

We all need to remeber what 
it's like when we qurselv-es need.help 
and return t_o thatmemory when oth
ers are in need. I .know some people 
think they can't help but ye.u can. 
liven in the wornt times of my life I 
still could have helped another. I have 
to make the colic"ions decision. to not 
be apafuei&. The change could be
gin a process that in the end leads to 
a better world. 

mental and far stretching but it could 
happen. 

Our generation is see!_). as very 
apathetic and. we should change that 
At one time there were c;auses to get 
involved .in but it seems now lhey 
have fallen by the wayside. Has any-
0ne beard an.ything about the 
rain.fore-sf lateJy? We still need thos~ 
fo.rests to help maintain life on earth. 

There has been some effort to 
try to save Tibet, but it is all from 
movie stars. There are still another 
thousand causes to get involved with. 
We need to get involvoo.-

Here, s my New Yea£s .. Resolu
tion.1 am going to1ind a cause and I 
am going to help others who need it, 

1 have decided that the next 
time someone need$help I am going . 
to help. How do l know what the end 
results wijl be? It may be that next 
time I save a humans life or better ! 

I know _that gets a little senti- yet an animal's. 

the concept of ghosts and spirits 
when festivals were held. The festi
v~s. of course, led· to games, such as 
bobbing for apples, and has grown 
to the tradition we know of today. So, 
it all started out as fires and spirits 
and ended up as Trick-Or-Treating .. 

I think everyone knows 
where Thanksgiving, Chri,stmas, and 
Easter came from. Well, however 
they came about, they sure have 
proven to be enjoyable, especially 
Christmas. What is it about Christ
mas that gets everyone so spirited and 
giving? What makes the· sights, 
smells and sounds of Christmas so 
enchanting? I guess it's something 
that everyone has their own answer 
for. 

that puts people on a more thankful 
note around Thanksgiving. I hope 
everyone will supply enough thanks 
to make up for my lack thereof. 
Don't get me wrong, I am more than 
appreciative for the blessings that I 
have received. But I could have lived 
without getting in a car wreck, get
ting stung in the head by a bee, run
ning out of gas twice, and missing 
deadline on my stories. 

· It -seems like there must 

Actually, every holiday de
rived from some sort of tradition that 
has gi:own through the years. Did 
you know that Halloween is thought 
to have been originated among the 
ancient Druids, who believed that on 
that evening, Saman, the lord of the 
dead, called forth evil spirits. So the 
Drui~ lit great fires on Halloween 
to ward off the spirits. '.Ibis tradition 
was. common ~ most parts of 
the world, which led to witchcraft and It may be the same thing 

But, how selfish of me to 
complain when there are starving, 
homeless people all over the world 
who still manage to ~ thankful for 
all they have, though it may be very 
little. I would like to take this little 
moment and paper space to -person
ally wish everyone a happy holiday . 
season. 



December 1997 

Team comes 
togeth~r in hopes 
of success· 

by Nichole MacDonald 
MTX Assistant Editor 

The basketball team is off to a 
hopeful start as they begin a new sea
son with a new coach and new play
ers. The team members may conie 
from m~y different places and back
grounds, but they seem to have one 
common goal: To succeed, whether 
it be a State Championship, a Cen
tral Valley Conference (CVC) Cham
pionship, making it to the play-offs, 
or just holding a winning record. 

Donnell Meekins, a guard from 
Los Angeles said, "Our ultimate goal 
is to win a State Championship. We 
want to have a good year and im
prove every game." 

Allen Ramsey, a guard from 
Detroit, Michigan said, "I want a 
CVC Championship and a State 
Championship." 

Most of the members have 
things they want to work on for them
selves as well as for the team. 

Ramsey said, "Right now, I 
don't feel like I have any real strong 
points. I have to work to be at the top · 
of my game. We need to work on 
defense, turnovers, and freethrows. 
You gotta have ice water in the veins 
at the line." 

Meekins stated; "I need to 
work on every part of my game. I 
can never be satisfied with how I'm 
playing. And as a team we . need to 
work on defense." 

Whatever it is they are work
ing on, every team member seems to 
thank Vasher for their improvement. 

Meekins said, "I think he's a 

very fundamental coach who accepts 
nothing but the best" 

Bodden said, "He's a great 
teacher He's real enthusiastic and he 
cares a lot about us." 

The fact that this is Vasher's 
first year at Columbia will enhance 
the Claimjumper's reputation, ac
cording to Boone, who was coached 
by Vasher in the past. He stated, "I 
think he's going to have a winning 
season no matter where he goes. I 
came all the way up here just to play 
for him." 

In regards to his new coach, 
Williams said, "I anticipate it being 
a positive experience. He expects ev
eryone to work hard and he knows a 
lot about the game." 

Matt Williams, a forward from 
Santa Barbara has a similar goal. He 
stated, "[My goal] would be to win 
the eve and to make it to the state 
playoffs." Being the only returning 
player, Williams has.additional things 
he wants to work on. "One thing I 
need to do is be a good leader," he 
said. 

Head coach Andrew Vasher 
said he is "very pleased with Matt. 
He shows a lot of leadership." 

. However, Vasher has already 
pin pointed t\ie things that need to be 
worked on. He stated, "In the games 
they've showed how good they can 
be, and how mediocre they can be. 
The problem is playing by yourself 
rather than a team. They need to play 

Grueling Season Ends 
for Lady ClaiIDjuIDpers 

as a team." 
Although the players have 

been practicing together for a while, 
the team chemistry is still develop-

r • 
mg. 

by Nichole MacDonald 
MTX ASSISTANT EDITOR 

With only six players remain
ing, the grueling women's volleyball 
season came to an end. For the final 
game, the team consisted of the two 
captains, Crystal Peterson and Lisa 
Christopher, and four freshman, 
Jenny Hursky, Cori Pritchard, 

Ahmaal Bodden, a guard from Sachiko Masuyama, and Brianne 
Port Arthur, Texas said, "Right now Miller. 
it's kinda shaky, but we will shape The lady Claimjumpers 

' together. We' re still trying to learn ended with a record of three wins, 11 
each other." losses, beating Modesto the last game 

Williams agreed, "The team of the season. 
chemistry is not totally there. We Playing the second half of 

) need to work together a lot because the season with only six pla~rs left 
- that's how we'll win." the team a bit limited. "We ve gone 

Paul Boone, a guard from through a lot this year. We had some 
Snow Flake, Arizona stated, "I think set-backs and some injuries, but we 
part of what we need to work on is all kept playing with our hearts," said 
playing together. I think to play as a ;, Pritchard. 
team should be our goal." Hursky said, "We had a lot 

of tragedies through the season, but 
we pulled it together as a team and 
did well considering the circum
stances. We didn't have the best sea
son, but at least we played with our 
hearts." 

Aside from the unfortunate 
loss of many players, the team mem
bers remained positive and leaned on 
each other for support. 

Coach Morgan McBride 
said, 'This team got along better than 
any team I have coached in 23 years." 

Pritchard commented, "We 
all got along well. We did a lot of 
team building stuff, like sleep-overs." 

Captains Peterson and 
Christopher had a lot to do with the 
team unity, according to Hursky. 
'They were our leaders. We looked 
up to them the whole season and 
worked well together," she said. 

continued on backpage 
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Practice makes perfect 
In a scrimmage game the jumpers are perfecting their game. 

The Jumpers open Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 8:45 p.m. against Race 
Express. If they win they will play th~ winner of Fresno City-Merritt 
game on Thursday at 9:00 a.m. The Jumpers will play San Joaquin Delta 
College in Stockton on Dec. 16 and Shasta College in Redding on Dec. 
29. The next home game will be Jan. 2 when the Jumpers host Sierra 
College. The Jumpers are currently 1-5 with a victory over the highly 
rated Diablo Valley team. 

. . . 

Columbia College 
Wants YOU!" 

What are tbe BeneBtll of Enro111ag 
In Addldonal Units for 
Spring Semester 19981 

CS) Save Time- Yoo will be able to reach 
your educational goal sooner. 

$ It is more. cost effective· Get the most 
out of the non-enrollment fees you already pay 
• health, parking, student activity, and student 
center fees. 

• Gaio a deeper sense of committment to 
your educational goal and greater involvement 
with Columbia College. 

@ ~ a class that is of personal 
interest/enrichment or just plain fun, for 
example: 

b W-atercolor O C6tllltics Q -Pltotograpl,y O ~ 
0 Brown.Bag 11ieatu O Crmlille Writing O Piano 
'O Yoice O Sfiney of Jazz &Pop1llar Jb,s,c O Lifelilrw rlllteSs 
:0 Lt:atdscape P/QIIIUltg Oltd Design O htlrot/w;lian to Hdpa,g Skills 
0 ~ Spanish O Wildjlowas of tlw M<Jdter uxle 
0 mtrodw:lio,, to the htlemet 

Help Columbia College Grow 
By growing Columbia will be ~ble to 
gain the re.sources it needs to off er 
more classes and services to students. 

Continuin11 Students - q:e/ephone 
regl.sb'ation by appointment Dec. 1 - 10 · · 

dU Students - Open regisuation byz 
phone or on campus Dec. 15-19 

Jar information contact the >"fdmissions 
· di Records Office SBB-5233 
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Nightlife and Club Shows for Clll8t W fll:lln 
Sonora and Bay Area Venues IIICIIIPIII ~ .... 
Alternatives to Saturday Night CowTipping byLisaLarse~ 

MTX EDITOR in CHIEF 

every imaginable style: cowboy, beat, 
traditional ryhmed, foreign transla
tions, as well as some poetry that was, 
well ... beyond description (What 
the heck is "Puppy Larva" anyway?) 

by Lisa Larsen 
MIXEditor-in-Chief 
Stressed out from studying for 

_ finals and need to have some fun? 
Sick of watching "Beevis and 
Butthead" marathons in your footed 
jammies over winter break? We've 
lined up a calendar of music events 
to break up the monotony whether 

· you're on campus, in Sonora, or up 
for a short weekend trip with your 
friends. 

Whatjf nothing here does it for 
you? No problem. This is just a short 
list of tqe larg~r concerts scheduled 
and some of the local club acts. If 
you're looking for something more 
adventurous try some of the bay area 
dubs, a great list complete with di
rections and listings of acts scheduled 
can be fo'und online at http:// 
www.sfgate.com/eguide. Click on 
nightlife for club listings, or check 

/www.ubl.com to search for concert The Fillmore 
dates and dirt on your favorite bands. 27: Megadeth 

Sacramento Memorial 
Megadeth 

Slowly, they filtered [no pun 
intended] into the coffeshop. Lon
ers or small groups, clad in turtleneck 
sweaters, clutching well-worn books 
and journals. It was the elusive band 
of unaerground poets that were, un
til now, only a shocking rumor to the 
beer drinking regulars at the Rawhide 
Saloon. 

Local Stuff: 
December: 
9: Symphony of the Sierra 

8 pm, Sonora High Auditorium 
I 0: Columbia College Recital 

6:30 p.m., Forum 
12: Killer Blues Band w/Lita Hope 

Coyote Creek 
13; Mofo Party Band 

Coyote Creek . 
18: Voodoo Glowskulls w/guests: 

Falling Sickness and 
Assorted Jellybeans 
Mother Lode Fairgrounds 
6:30 p.m., $10, Info: 588-1204· 

20: Mother Wheel 
Coyote Creek 

22: Last Caravan 
Coyote Creek 

28: 
San Jose Events Center 

New Years Eve 
Hot Tona/ Sheri Jackson 

The Fillmore 
John Lee Hooker 

Boom Boom Club 
Primus/ Deftones 

Henry J, Kaiser Aud. 
Tommy Castro 

Mystic- Petaluma 
Brian Setzer Orchestra 

The Warfield 
SFNYE- Bill Graham Civic 
_with Boz Scaggs, Robert 

Cray, Buckwheat Zydeco, i:Jlus. 

"Open Mike Night" at Cups in 
downtown Sonora attracted a group 
of about 30 participants. Nearly ev
eryone had brought something· to 
contribute: a favorite poem, an origi
nal piece of music, and orignial prose 
and poetry. 

The nearly 3 hour reading ses
sion passed quickly with poetry of 

The sei-ies of "Open Mike 
Nights" -- organized by Cups, Cen
tral Sierra Arts Council and Jim 
Toner's Creative Writing class -- pro
vides a great opportunity to read 
some of your work in front of a sup
portive audience, share an old favor
ite piece, or just be entertained. So 
dust off your turtleneck, start writ
ing and join in. 

"Open Mike Night" 
December 10, 1997 

Central Sierra Arts Council 
(Next to Cups & Stage 3) 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Group Reads for Pleasure 
Ollt something totally different (clas- Stuff You Have To by Tammy Aguiniga "Our attendance is sparse. It pleasure with all their schoolwork. 
sical, J. azz, and blues events can all ranges from_ 2 to 7 people, depend- She also points out that the discus-

MTX Assistant Editor 
be found here as well.) Drive To: ing on the book," said Harrelson. sion groups are not like english 

For up to date additi<:ms to the December: Last year Oprah started a huge Those who do attend are all classes. · 
concert schedule later in the month, 11-14: "Yes," trend when she began her bookclub. faculty members. Harrelson suggest "It is an oppurtunity to talk 
check out the website at http:// San Jose Events Center Her goal was to get America read- the low turnout of students may have about books we have just read," 
www.khop.com or http:// 14: Fiona Apple ing. Here on campus, Pat Harrelson something to do with how busy stu- stressed Harrelson. "A one hour 
sfbayconcerts.com If you still can't Toe Warfield tried to do the same thing s~veral dents are. She understood that it is meeting to share what you liked and 
find what you're looking for, try http:/ 14-16: Green Dav _years ago with only limited success. hard for students to read a book for didn't like." .--~---_;:_:::_.....:__;_~_...:...:....:..:.:........::.:.:.::.::....::.::.:..... __ _;_ __ -;1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=~=~======::t Another problem may be that 

Manzanita Bookstore -~ Columbia College 
More than a bookstore 

Columbia College clothing 
Wonderful bookmarks 

Creative musical chimes 
Wooden cats & other critters 

JanSport backpacks - every student needs one! 

Clothing sale 20% off~ Dec. 1-18 

~ Free Gift Wrapping ~ 

December Hours: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. - 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Wed. - 7:30 am - 6:30 pm 

CASH FOR :YOUR BOOKS 
Buyback- December 12, 15-18, 1997 

Textbooks for Spring Semester available Jan. 5, 1998. 
Bookstore closed Dece~ 19 - January 4. 

C/.) 

tTI 

~ 
~ ·n 
tTI 

• WHOLESALE & RETAIL• 
90 BIG TREES ROAD 

MURPHYS, (:A. 95247 
(209)728-~634 

. the book is not necessarily what 
someone wants to read. She has tried 

1 to counteract this by allowing whom
ever shows up at the meeting to 
9hoose the next book. 

"(The group) is open to just 
about anything," Harrelson noted. 
"The last two books we read were 
memoirs and we have also done some 
short stories." 

Harrelson feels that reading is 
;important. For her it is treasured time. 
She reads a lot to keep up with what 
. her students are reading. She also 
: feels it is important to make time to 
read. 

"It's my time and I am select
ing what I want to read and where I 
·send my mind," Harrelson said. 

Harrelson added, "Reading is 
a raw medium ... I don't want our cul
ture to lose the opportunity to spend 
sometime in that medium." 

The group meets in Redbud 9 
the third tuesday of every month dur
"ing college hour (12:30- 1:30).The 
book for January is "The Book of 
Ruth" by Jane Hamilton. All are en
;couraged t~ participate. 
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by ,Ross Carkeet 
MTX Contributor 

Ten stalwarts from the Outings 
Club drifted into the Long Valley 
Creek canyon, well after first light 
on the morning of October 18th, to 
initiate the first annual Three Chim
neys climb. Led by advisors Ross 
Carkeet and Jeff Tolhurst (Earth Sci
ence Instructor), the caffeine-charged 
group included: Karen Shelley, Mike 
Hall, Mathew Schmitt, Sean 
McCarthy, Jessica Dennen, Adriaima 
Brown, Mike Wulf, and Meryl Soto, 

.. English Instructor. 
My first doubts concerning the 

day were piqued when Dennen's car 
died in thi middle of the creek, then 
coughed and lurched to its final re
pository on the north shore. Schmitt 
emerged from the smoking chariot 
and shuffled toward me in his bed
room mukluks, stating incredulously, 
"Jeez, I forgot my hiking boots, does 
anyone have an extra pair of boots?" 
Johnny-on-the-spot McCarthy pro
duced an extra pair, but alas, two 
sizes too ~mall. Liners were cast off 
to increase toe space, and Schmitt 
was destined to hobble around on 
hard leather soles with boot nails 
goughing against the heels and balls 
of his feet for the next eight hours. 

Car-pooling in mud-splattered. 
4 x 4's, we slogged along the north 
side of Long Valley Creek for two 
miles and pulled off into the sage
brush below the snow-covered, 1,200 
foot north face of the Three Chiin
neys - often chronicled in Emigrant 
diaries as the 'Three Needles". The 
Chimneys rise eighty feet above the 
face as prominent, eroded volcanic 
relics, ten million years aid, and 
highly visible on the horizon from the 
east end of the four-lane Highway 
108 at Little Sweden. 

Tolhurst bade us farewell, hav
ing tweaked his ankle the week be
fore, high on the unstable slopes of 
Mt. Hood. With downcast head and 
never looking back, he sped away, 
knowing he was missing out. 

Lacking ice climbing gear, we 
chose the easiest ascent route located 
direct! y to the northeast of the Chim
neys. After traversing a steep quar
ter mile ofloose giacial and volcanic 
debris, we treked for a mile a.long a 
precipitous granite sheet dissected 
inconveniently by deep canyons.
Almost immediately, the group be
came scattered along the route with 
the youngest and most energetic in 
front, oldest and wisest trailing. I 
held to the rear, giving encourage
ment to those who (1) showed the 

Survivors _ 
The members of the Outings Club who ·made it to the top. From left to right: Adrianna Brown, Mike Wulf.Matt 
Schmitt, Sean Mc Carthy, Jessica J)ennen, Mike hall, Karen Shelley, and Ross Carkeet. 

hypoxia effects of 8,000 feet eleva
tion, (2) displayed sluggishness from 
sleep deprivation, (3) harbored a 
gnawing realization they had bitten 
off too much, or else (4) felt duped 
into the climb without proper warn
ing of the severity level. Soto quali
fied in all of these categories. Her 
initial exhuberance had ebbed 
noticably with each slick granite in

"If yon 
slip off . 
here, · 
you're 
dead 
meat." 
-Ross 

cline and corre
spo_nding elevation 
gain, and we both 
struggled with our 
failing eye contact 
and strained dia
logue. Conversely, 
Hall's booming 
voice reverberated 
continually off of 
the Chimneys, still 
far above us, and 
lhreatened to launch 

Carkeet an avalanche that 
· would snuff all. 

At 8,500 feet we began to en
counter drifts of snow ten inches deep 
as we left the inclined granite slab, 
crossing ov~r a deep.,ravine onto a 
fifty degree slope. Here the snow had 
melted recently, leaving instead, a 
saturated, greasy surface of volcanic 
ash, covered with rounded, marble
sized surface rocks requiring use of 
all fours for upward movement. 
Brown, Wulf, Dennen and Schmitt 
crawled upward undaunted, seem
ingly immune to fatigue - indomi
table. Shelley, resolute and still smil
ing, appeared vertically mobile, 
while McCarthy gave Soto verbal 

and physical support from below. quered the Eiger. Cooper Meadow 
Hall's echoing voice continued to be sprawled far below us and Granite 
omnipresent. Fifty yards above Soto, Dorne, Emigrant's most prominent 
I surveyed the terrain and infonned landmark, sparkled as a snow-cov
her. the situation would improve in a ered monolith to the southeast. 
hundred yards when the flank of a I peered over the edge down 
significant ridge would be attained, the north face wall from between two 
thus leading after another quarter- of the Chimneys to experience an icy 
mile to our lunch stop on a comfort- 1,200 foot near-vertical view into 
able shelf at 8,900 feet. 'Thereby con- Long Valley. I thought, "If you slip 
vinced Soto's morale had been bol- · off here, you're dead meat" It was 
stered, I dug in with renewed fervor then I saw the movement of Schmitt 
and doubled my _ascent rate with in- and Dennen to my right, perched pre
sect-1ike movements, f~eling good. cariously on the edge of the face and 
Then, with meat bee speed from be- stopped cold. Instead of approach
low, the Spanish expletives from Soto ing the Chimneys from behind as did 
hit me from the backside, drowning the rest of the group, they diverted 
out Hall's chatter, leaving me dazed too early and had' tried to complete 
and totally clueless, especially since the last couple of hundred feet using 
my most current language training a horribly steep route adjacent to the 
had tenninated epochs ago with high face. They hoped to attain the sum
school French and Latin. I spun mit by entering the base of the larg
around and made distant eye contact, est Chimney through its natural arch, 
but after perceiving the fire in her a cave sizeable enough to acconuno
eyes, struggled to croak weakly, date a small bus. J:1rom a hundred 
"Hang in there Soto, you're doing feetawaylyelled, "Hey,ourplanwas 
great." to approach from the rear, what are 

Lunch pulled us back together you doing there?" No answer, only 
as a team and the elevated blood- bewildered looks. "Hold on, I'll go 
sugar levels stoked our vigor. We up into the caye and see how it looks 
continued upward along the ridge for for you." I scrambled fifty yards 
a couple hundred ' yards until we upslope to the cave while the remain
crested at 9,000 feet onto the divide der of my colleagues continued their 
separating Long Valley Creek and celebrations by snapping pictures, 
Emigrant Wilderness. J\notherquar- back-slapping, and boasting in ever 
ter mile along a steep slope with loose deepening voices, quite obliv1ous to 
rock led us to the 9,200 foot summit. our impending crisis. Looking down 
A world of snow and wilderness lay upon the two trapped renegades, I 
to the south and east of us and we decided they could access us if they 
loudly reveled, celebrating our kept their wits. I scrambled carefully 
achievement as if we had just con- down and met them half way on a 

shelf immediately above the snow , 
and underlying ice they would need 
to cross. Extending my arm I said, 
"We'll do a fireman's arm grab, hand 
to forearm, and I'll yank you up." As 
Schmitt began to close the forty foot 
distance between us I beard Hall la
menting at least three times how he 
had thought of packing a rope, but 
didn't, and now wished he had. I 
entertained the notion of hooking 
belts and suspender_s together for se
curity, but quickly dismissed this 
foolishness, and kept my arm fully 
exte.nded as a focal point, reliable and 
attainable. Schmitt crawled upward 
across the last ten feet of snow and 
grabbed my arm, stating his hands 
were numb and had littl~ feeling. His 
grip was cold, but viselike, arid I 
yanked him up. Others were now 
behind me· to assist him into the cave. 
Dennen then moved upward, much 
slower than Schmitt, but surefooted, 
clawing across snow and ice in shorts 
and bearing a sizeable daypack. I 
noticed her hand was warm as we 
established a good grip and I yanked 
once again. As she passed alongside 

"Hang 
in there 
Soto, 
you're 
doing 
great." 
-Ross 

we faltered momen
arily, gravity our 
dver.sary, so 1 

myself better 
pushed her up-

ant with impropri
ly from behind into 

arms of my col
lea.:,aues. We all cel

brated t0gether 
ow, withredundant 
hotos, many of 

tb,em prominently 

Carkeet i s p 1 a y i n g 
' • Dennen's bloody 

knee, acquired during the recent 
adrenalin rush. Shelley produced a 
sizeable flag she had sewn with 
dedication the previous night, sport
ing a prominent display in bold let
ters, "CC Outings Club". 

Unknown to us, Blaine 
Rogers (Biology Instructor), hope
lessly tardy, was at this time situated 
a mile below on the upper end of 
the granite incline, shouting and 
flailing his arms in a vain attempt to 
draw our attention - undoubtedly 
appearing as a blithering idiot to the 
local marmot population. Disillu
sioned, he quickly departed for 
home after his achievement went 
unnoticed. Later, at the ~nd of the 
trek, I found his professional card 
stuck to uiy truck windshield, mute 
testimony of his solitary effort and 
typical of his consistent support of 
my collegiate endeavors. 

( continued on page 15) 
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chimney 
Meanwhile, we sat and en

joyed the view and I mentioned with 
regr~t those who were not with us, 
naming students who had dropped 
out at the last minute, and what they 
were missing. The conversation 
lulled. Nobody appeared interested 
in those who bailed on us. Then we 
caught the pungent smoke drift from 
McCarthy's cigar as he sat, stoic, 
forty feet above us, euphoric in his 
own moqe of celebration. We 
chastized him for fouling the alpine 
air, whereupon he smiled puckishly 
from the side of his mouth unencum
bered by the cigar. As a group we 
continued to look upward for a ver
bal response. Slowly, he removed 
the cigar. From an impressive pro
file angle, his bearded, Linc(lln-like 
countenance stated sagely, "Far bet
ter it is to dare mighty things .....• than 
to talce rank with those poor, timid 
spirits who know neither victory, nor 
defeat" (Theodore Roosevel~ 1899). 
For a long time the only sound was 
that of sporadic wind whistling 

Campus Reflections. 
through the Chimney cave as all of like. Icaughtupwithherafteraquar
us continued to stare; slackjawed, to ter mile, at die top of an extremely 
the Oracle above us. steep and long descent on slick ash 

Before our descent I produced topped with loose, rounded rocks. 

my cellular phone .. Bo~cing off of ~lay for She- hesitated 
a repeater twenty nules distant on Mt there while others 
Reba, we telephoned to boasJ of our more p~ by in fad-
conquest and anticipated fame to ing light. I ap-
friends, roommates, wives, lovers, than you proached, looked 
companions, moms, and for one at her, and she 
climber, a therapist. In most cases Can onfessed her ac-
their responses were the same: afford to rophobia. . We 
"Who'?" "Where?" "Huh?" · were both tired 

We peered over the north-fac- lose d beyond ver-
•••••• ing edge one last time 111\d l pointed bal jousting. I ex-

out my cabin perched far below in and you tended iny left 
Long Valley, where we would have will ann and her right 
dinner. Someone with powerful bin- and wrapped 

oculars noticed a lounging human learn the tightly around my 
form on my deck, shirt removed, ex- icep and we 
posinganuppertorsowithexception- game." bonded, as hu-
allyhighalbedo. Wetooktumswith ans and col-
the binoculars and concurred it was leagues should, but often don't. By 
Tolhurst, sunbathing and grading pa~ the time we descended this final bar-
pers. 

I lingered on the summit and 
was the last to leave, noticing Soto 
heading downslope quickly, deer--

rier the others were far ahead of us. 
As of this pij.nting, her fingernail 
gouges remain indelibly etched into 
the epidermis of my upper arm. 

Toward dusk while deep in the 
shadow of the Chimneys _in Long 
Valley, our group shared dinner in my 
small, modest cabin, warmed by 
stove-cooked spaghetti, garlic bread, 
and our camaraderie. We also con
sumed the odd cup of herbal tea and 
shared stories of our recent victory. 
All looked ruddy-faced and dis
played exhaustion. We retired early. 

In a warm and comfortable loft 
bed, suspended between the twilight 
zone of slumber and consciousness, 
I mulled over the myriad events the 
day had produced on the unforgiv
ing slopes above, and pondered on 
how a saga considerably less mun
dane would have been recorded had 
we not had such good fortune. A 
quote by Sir Winston Churchill 
fogged into my tired mind: "Play for 
more than you can afford to lose ..... . 
and you will learn the game." 

I silently gave thanks to all 
those fine folks who spent their day 
with me and endured. Then my mind 
and body rendered itself comatose for 
nine hours. 

Class Offers Space Communication 
Course will teach 
usage of global 
positioning system 

by Cryss Black Wolf 
MTX Reporter 
Have you ever wanted to com

municate with things in outer space? 
Well you can learn how to do just 
that, right here at Columbia College! 

A new course being offered, 
Computer Science 59, offers students 
an uniquefopportunity to learn cut
ting edge technology. The course 
will enable students to familimze 
themselves with current Global Po
sitioning System (GPS) concepts and 
the practical implementation of GPS 
principles as they are integrated into 
Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) applications. 

GPS is a "constellation" of sat
ellites that enable a person, anywhere 
·on the planet, to be able to pinpoint 
his or her position with uncanny ac
curacy. This "constellation" consists 
of twenty-four satellites that orbit our 
planet (plus three spares) at an alti~ 
tude of approximately 12,500 miles 
above the earth's surface. 

GPS receivers listen to these 
satellites and transmit precise time 
and location for wherever you may 
be, twenty four bours a day, three 
hundred-sixty five days a year. They 
also tell how fast and in which direc
tion, if any, the pinpointed target is 

You are here 
Josh Willson displays how to use tlie Global Positioning SystenL 77ie 
harulh~ld device is valued al $12,000. 

moving. And if that wasn ' t enough, 
it also provides. latitude, longitude, 
and elevation. 

Jeff Tolhurst, .instructtor in the 
geQlogical scie~cesleiIS de_partment 
said. ''GPS is a.(:Utting edge technol
ogy that is being implemented in just 
about every job market. And new 
applications for this technology are 
frequently being discovered." 

Whether it be in the transpor
tation markets, construction, geology, 
land-planning/management, agricul
ture forestry, GPS is a trend that is 
already being used in multipl~a_ppli
cations. And it wouJd be beneficial 
for anyone to get this training. · 

Tolhurst continued, "Also, 

th~~ are practical applications _for 
backpackers, .hunters, aross~ounny 
skiers, and fisherman, to just name a 
few. Anyone who enjoy.s outd09r ac-
tivities <fan greatly benefit by GfS 
principles". 

Regarding the comse cuaicu
lum, Tolhurst states that ''we will be 
focusing one third of our time to 
GPS, utilizing hand held GPS satel
lite trackers, as well as the more ad
vanced models. Another third will be 
spent on the implementation of this 
GPS deriveo data into GIS applie~ 
tions by focusing on various targeted 
areas here on_campus. $_!:U.dents will 
learn how to produce two a.ad tliree 
dimentional maps from this data. The 

focus O! the remaining third will be 
for the students to apply these prin
ciples into the creation of a personal 
project." 

Along with learning how to 
navigate with GPS, focus will be 
given on the satellite system, the con
trol system, and limitations of accu
racy issues. This course will explore 
various .other aspects and applica
tions for those who plan to use this 
technology during their employment. 
It will also benefit those-who just 
want to have another tool to enhance 
any outdoor activity. 

Jeff Tolhurst wants anyone 
who may not be sure whether or not 
this class could be beneficial to them 
to know that, "this course is designed 
so that even the lay-person will be 
able to use this technology for per
sonal enrichment. As in the case of a 
fisherman or a hiker, hand held GPS 
receivers can be used to plot courses,· 
predict estimated time of _arrival, 
bases on momentum and trajectory, 
and to be able to mark a favorite fish
ing or camping spot so that they can 
return to it from anywhere on the 
planet, Students will learn how easy 
it is to implement this technology into 
something that is useful and fun." 
- Computer Science 59 will be 
offered in the spring, Wednesdays 
from 2:00pm to 4:50, in fir 3. Plan 
early for this one, as interest is an
ticipated to be high for this class. 

page/5 
The Columbia College Out

ings Club began in Spring 1997 
with the purpose of blending rec
reational field trips with biological, 
ecological, and earth science aca
demics. Club advisors Ross 
Carkeetb (Forestry- Natural Re
sources) and Jeff Tolhurst (Earth 
Science) are available on the trips 
to inform and spark interest in 
natural sciences. Outings planned 
for winter and spring are: Moun
tain bike ride on the Sug?,r Pine 
Railroad Grade. Cross- country 
skiing in the Dodge Ridge area, 
snowshoe trek in the high country, 
foothill- country road mountain 
bike ride, and spring wildflower 
trek on Table Mountain. Member~ 
ship is open to all Columbia Col
lege students and dues are $5.00 
per semester. Meetings are held on 
scheduled Thursdays during col
lege hour in Toyon 2 and are ad
vertised in the weekly bulletin and 
on Outings club" sandwich 
boards" on campus. 

IIIISIC 
Sales- • Rentals 

Lessons • R~pairs 

Coupon 
Specials 

, , 
: $2 Off ~ 
~ Any CD ·i!,teS : 
, <i;j-Q \~'o , , or . "-1?:J"- , , . , 
~ $J Off Any ~ 
~ · Cassette : , ' , , , ' , Special Orders , , , 
, Taken Too! , , ' , ' 
~ Looliing for a : 
~ Guitar'! ; 
: I5% ... or more: , ' 
~ OFF # : 
~ Any Guitar : 
11,~1,,,,,,,,,,,,,/ 

71 S. Washington Street 
532-9404 
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who lived in a cabin next to the res
ervoir since the 1930's. When the 
property was sold to the district there 
was a clat{se in the deed that gave him 
the right to continue to live on cam
pus until his days ended. The district 
built him a new cabin, which is now 
the security office. Davis spent his 
days tending his garden which was 
located where the tennis courts are 
now. 

"His garden was the best in ~e 
county," according to Carkeet. "He 
used to bring me things like mush
rooms and other plants. I called him 
the resident naturalist." 

Carkeet described Davis as a 
colorful guy who would come into 
the classrooms and tell stories. "The 
students really liked him." added 
Carkeet. ) 

Like all colleges, when Colum
bia first was established it had a phi
losophy that was very student ori
ented. According to the philosophy 
statement in the first catalog the col
lege was "dedicated to the worth and 
dignity of each student." The state
ment also' noted that the college will 
involve each student in developing 
their capabilities and helping them 
become a ''.useful and contributing 
member of the American society." 

Rhodes emphasized,"The phi
losophywas very important. The col
lege was built on this philosophy." 

He added that everyone asso
ciated with the school such as the 
faculty and classified staff had to 
pledge allegiance to the philosophy. 

"We never planned to exceed 
3,000 students, that is why the build
ings are small," Rhodes said. To this 
date Columbia College has never 
exceeded th~t number. 

He commented that the school 
has changed somewhat over the years 
and students have changed, but it is 
still an excellent $Chool. 

Carkeet noted that the students 

Masuyama stated, "At first 
it was difficult. I had never seen any
thing about volleyball until I came 
here. The returning players did a 
good job. Lisa and Crystal made us 
stick together." 

So far there are only two 
players, Hursky and Pritchard, who 

overtime 
"This bill would deny the majority 
of hourly workers equal access to 
flexible work hours currently bar
gained for and enjoyed by workers 
in untion under collective bargaining 
agreements ..... This measure would 
also-be deterimental to thousands of 
California's family operated busi
nes~es ..... " 

Backpage October 1997 

30th anniversary 
have changed. ''There is less activ
ism. This is more of a commuter cam
pus now.'' He added, "In the past stu
dents were more club active. There 
were more stµdent activities on and 
off campus." 

One of those activities was Lit
ter Ridder. It was an Earth Day ac
_tivity that included the whole cam
pus. 1be school broke into teams and 
when out collecting trash form all the 
county roads. There was a contest to 
see who could collect the most trash. 

''The student body is not a co
hesi ve as it used to be," lamented 
Carkeet. 

Though today the faculty, staff, 
and enrollment have grown, Carkeet 
believes one of the unique aspects of 
the college is how personal it contin
ues to be. ''There is still a quality one 
to one interaction on the cainpus." 

"Most people who work here 
really care about this school," said 
Carkeet '"The faculty has continually 
updated themselves as the world 
around us has changed.'' He felt that 
the school has kept up really well 
considering how small the school is. 

"There is no other place like 
it," said Carkeet. 

In conjunction with Commu
nity College Month in April, Colum
bia will organize,several large events 
to celebrate the 30th Anniversary. At 
that time according to College Presi
dent Dr. Jim Riggs, he and faculty 
will introduce their new vision state
ment, a new mission statement and a 
new logo for the college. 

Dr. Riggs said, "It will be very 
student centered and very future ori
ented." 

If you would like to serve on 
an anniversary committee, contact 
Pat Panteleone. 

Watch for the MTX's 
upcoming series of articles on the 

history and future of Columbia 
College in our Spring issues . 

. volleyball 
plan to return next season. McBride 
said, "I wantto start out with 18 play
ers next year instead of 12. I need 
solid players who will make a solid 
e(fort." 

Two members receivedAll
Central Valley Conference honors. 
Crystal Peterson was named to the 
first team ·fil\d Lisa Chnstopher was 
named to the second team. 

'"lbe season, to those who 
completed it, was successful," ac
cording to McBride. She stated, "All 
things considered, I'm relatively 
pleased with the outcome of the sea
son. We played with a tremendous 
amount of heart and attitude." 

-1111 C.-.:1111 ___ ... 
- Student Sara Tate, from this 1~ormat1on to a computer that 

by John Flynn 
MTX Reporter 

Just in time for all those end of 
the semester research papers Colum
bia College has acquired four com
puters hooked up to the intemeL You 
can find the new Internet wing in the 
library near the Xerox machine. 

According to Larry Steuben it 
has been"an enormously big success 
with the students, it [the Internet 
wing] has been bursting with use. Its 
always being used until four or five 
o'clock p.m. each day. Then they're 
somewhat deserted in the evening." 

Murphys was found exploring is hooked up to a printer." 
sources for an English research pa- 1be computers are otherwise 
per. Tate stated "once you ·get the well equipped, according to Stueben, 
hang of it, its very easy to use and "We have Netscape, Yahoo!, HotBot 
very time saving." (Wrred magazine), Lycos, Excite!, 

Her only complaint was the InfoSeek and Alta Vista ... [search en
lack of an available printer. Stueben gines that can be used to] check its 
reports that the college is aware of data files for Internet sites on what
the problem and they ar-e planning to ever subject you are interested in." 
acquire a printer for student Internet The Internet wing is available 
use in the near future. Until that time, for use during regular library ·hours: 
studentsneedingprintoutsoftheirin- 7:45 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mon -Tors., 
formation can "insert a 3" floppy and 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fri
disk and save all your data you would days. 
like to keep. Then you can transfer 




