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CHAPTER 1

INTRCDUCTION

Despite the sensstional strides man has made throughout the
centuries, perhsps no pursuit hus been more exciting or intense &s ¢old-
mining, none €O fascinuting as the lure and discovery of gold.l The
elated happiness, the beaming smile, and the joyous holle of “Hureks,
I've found it," has been one of man's ull time thrills. When the pre-
citus metal was discovered in Colifornic in 1848, men rushed to the
Hother Lode to uncover her yellow treasure. They cuwe with onzpora-
mount desire and were attracted by one single nugnet, gold.

Biony of the early Forty-Niners panned fortunes from the clear
Celifornia streams, which had collected gold for centuries. The fiyst
gold scekers in 1848 and 1849 concentrated their prospecting in the
streams end river bars s long ts the spnow-copped Sierra Nevada Hountidins
supplied them with weter. Gold wes supposedly found only in rivers, creeks,
cenyons, ond gulches, Obince these uptercourses were more ecasily worked,
and since they prid well, the miners ususlly prospected them first, As
the rivers driaed up end the rainy sesson approached, meny miners returned
to Stockton or Sun Fraacisco, where the living was cheaper. Dthers stayed
to work the ravines, gulches, znd hollows of the rugged lend high above

the mesndering river chunnels bending thelr wey to the valley below,

tewerding diseoveries whetted the miners' appetites, but when the rains
ceased, high lund mining ceosed; for the miners nceded water to pun

their gold,

L, B, Borrell, The Gold Rushes (Wew York: The Hochillen Co.,
1941) pp.3, 415,
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1ost of the early discoveries were made in the rivers, but as
the tide of Foriy-MNiners crowded the stremms, the overflow of hopefulﬁ
soon learned valusble wnesrthings could be ebtained in the iributaries
and nearby praﬁimities. Others correctly reckoned that over the yeors
the tributsries and river beds had shifted from previous locotions, where
gold deposits had been mode, These were called dry digyings, The
richest dry diggings were the beds of ancient rivér‘chamnels, which might
ne found several hundred {eet leteral to or sbove present streuns.©

These dry diggings could only he worked with reasomoble certainty
of siceess during the wet sesson., Cslifornis has iwo seasens, ithe wet
and dry.a The rainy scuson commences between Thonksgiving snd Christmes,
changing lend depressions 10 puudles and ponns, arroyes to trinkling rills,
crecks and rivulets, wnd dry gulches to streams. Lutil the intermitient
vains ceused avound dester, dry diggings adjwcent to water could be con-
veniently and profitebly worked, Dy Euoy, the high lund dry cycle begen
agein.  The winter reins reiscd the river level, oud os the mountain
snows hogan melting in April and Hey, the rivers remuined high, By the
lust of Jume, or eurly August ¢t the lotest, the weters bogmm ruobdznu
snd the last {ive months of the yesr the rivers were very low - ¢iscs-

trously low for the later ditch compenies,

R

P e . . . .
“U.5, Dapurtmont of the Interior, Burecu of Hines Bulletin
o, 424 {wﬁcﬂingiﬂﬂ' U.3. Governwent Printing Offiee, 1940) p, Tl

Sfenry M. Kendoll, Robert M, Glemdimning, wnd Clifferd H.

“iicFuddeny Introduction o, Gesqruphv (Hem ¥ark:.iurcaurt Eragggﬁgﬁ;gqmﬁ,

‘ p'ﬁ}, 19_1) p. 160,

T




woter would pose a more difficult problem.

o Liorks Progress A
CUniversity of Califerniz) p.l. . } D

3

Columbie, the mining boom town and site of this thesis’ concern,

nd It wes locoted in the

has been called the "Gem of the Southern KEines,
Sierra Nevada Mowntains in a geological belt rich in gold known as the
pother Lode, twenty-one hundred feet above sea level, It was four miles
from the South Fork of the Stsnislaus, the newrest river, snd nearly

five hundred feet sbove it, Columbiaz occupled a lower elevation level
then the northern Mother Lode towns, &nd be;ansé of its movre southern
iecation, it did not receive os much roin, Though wmiles from any
convenient supply of water to ensble the miners to work the diggings,
Colusbia was one of the richest of all) gold placer locations,?

Frobably "nowhere in the entire world has so much placer gold been
dorived from on egual area."6 A1l it nceded was people end water.

an asscnblage of avid gold hunters would certsinly unecrth her splendid
treasures shortly sfter the Forty-Niners begen exzmining the dr? diggings,

sy

The winter vains could only
provide the brooks wnd gulleys with enough seasonal watzr to enable @
freetion of the miners te prospeet the suriforous soils suceessfully, A
permenent gravity sepply of snow-fed mountain weter woulu have to be
divertsd into the basin for moximum exploitction, This weant the South
Fork of the Stenislaus River mest be tepped higher in the wountelns thon
the elevation of Columbis

, or ten miles upstream, I the deeline in

h

the elevotion were vegular, the canal project would sound crudible:

£

“lero Eugene Henseh, "Columbios A Gold Comp of 01d Tuolumne "
& Aduministration History Project, Bancroft Librury, .

e

50.5, Burcou of Hines Bulletin No. 424, p.69. 6ibid.




but instead, it was one uninterrupted succession of immense ridges,
lying in every imaginsble direction and posture, with intervening con-
yous snd gorges of breath-taking depth.

“Imposgible™ was not part of the miner's vocahulary, though,
If conals or ditches had to be dug, he wielded his pick and shovel,
Should ravines and csnyons need to be bridged, he erected trestles or
agueducts. In case a ridge could not be flumed around, he twaneleg
through it., Gold wss in "them, there grounds”, mnd he was “éonna" get
it. |

The first gold discovered in Tuolumne County was by the Jemes
H, Carson pariy in the fall of 1848, His group was elesely followed
by the heverend James Vood's perty. In Octobe ex, 1043, the reverend's
qArty found "eolox™ in Yood's Creek, just below Jamestewn, wﬁere the
first semi-permonent camp was established, Sﬁcftly thereafter, a
group of Hexleons settled ot Souors, They wintered until the spring of
1649, being the sole ccoupants of the eres thot winter. ¢ Coemp after
canp wes set up in 1849 &5 the gold rush wes on. Thousands of miners
swvrmed tne aree in thelr quest for fortuse., 4Wild excitement pre-
viiled ag & ropid succession of riel diseoveries wos msde, Despite
their searching scrutiny, Columbisa’s gold deposits remzined sndiscovered
i 1849, even though gold had heen found 1l sround it.

Gold was discovered at the future site of Coluwbia on Herch 27,

IL 30 by a growmp of ﬁEKICH?S frem nedrby Seatiage Hill, fheyfwege,seena.-

L

_ 7%1111%% B, Kenny, "History of the Sonrora Lining Eegion, 164C-
660" (unpublished Ph.D, dlssertatisﬁg“ﬁept. of liistory, University of
:lifornial, pp. 52-62, .




by a party of five Americans headed by Ur. Thaddeus Hildréth. ﬁiléreth's
party observed the Hexicans aﬁd seeing the diggings were rich stayed
to try their luck. The results were beyond expectation; it is related
they took out fifteen pounds daily eoch of the first three dsys.®
They decided to remain avhile st what they called ilildreth's Diggings.
Passing miners observed the diligence of their work and decided
to locate adjoining claims, Foremost of those who camo to Columbia
was the name of Captein Avent., He dug out two and @ half pounds of
gold his first day and one and a half pounds the second, After that,
his average was twelve to fifteen ounces daily wuntil the water failed
as SEnmET began.g Frospecting was so good for others that within a
ueek after the discovery Kajor Alva Fernsworth opened a tent trading
post, ond Cherlie Dessett begen opersting a butcher 5hcp, restaurant,
and dairy.lﬁ In eocrly April, one mon washed sixteen ocunces from a
single pen. In oy, 1850, a Mexicar found @ lump of gold close to the
surfoce welghing four pounds snd seven oumces. fiany miners took out
four or five pounds on a good day, although most were sveraging one to
eight ounces., One enterprising group dug a large hole sixty-two feet
dowe through the ved soil, finding gold 21l the wey, and they still

didn't hit bedroek, clearly indicating the rich potentiel of the erea, 1

Y4erbert 0. ang, A History of Twolumne County, Culifornis
(San Francisco: B.F. Alley Publishing Co,, 1862) p.Z2S,

C Ybide, pe24. - Mgpias o

Hssackton Times, day 16, 1650,
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Claims were hastily stazked, the owners often sleeping on the-gare
ground beside their diggings, while others thréw up tents and lean-
tos. Men were reaping the golden harvest with such alécrity that in
April and Hay, 1850, Columbia had @ populstion of nearly six thousand
people, "So large were the numbers of miners who went daily, that
the campfires &t night could be seen for miles along the main troil,; "2

The earliest influx of miners to Coiﬁmbia had ¢ variety of
nicknames, oceupations, &nd nationalities. Many were called by their
appeurance - Red, Sandy, or Big-boy; others were identified by where
they came from -~ Virginia, Texas, Pike, Aussie, Chinaman, "Chile=-beans",
or Panchoj some only answeréd to dignified titles -~ Captein, General,
Judge or Doctor. Esrly Columbis had a lerge nwrber of Chileans and
Mexicens, The first ditch compeny in Columbia had “lawyers, dogtors,
ninisters, mechanics, éailurs ang laberers all working together with
Frenchien, Spainards, Gérmaﬁs, Rorweglens, English, Scotch, Irish, and
imericans."1d Most of them were generally hard-working, honest men,
who liked to cell themselves "practicol miners” zbout to find & fortune,

The Columbie basin waes the right place to come, The town is
situated on an-sncient river channel, the most cherished of the dry

diggings. In uddition, a belt of limestone deposits were laid down

after the formation of the ancient river. Over the years they were

dIuhilee Executive Committee, Tuelumune Counties Bineral ang
. Hemlth (San Fruucisco: ¥, C, Kellogg and Thowas £, Pierce, 1898) p. &,

Vleiter from Joun Wallsce to his mother in England, December .
28, 1031, Welleoce wes ot times osgistunt engineer, superintendent, and
‘president of the Tuolumne County Water Co., Tuolumne County, Celif.,
during most of the 1850's, ‘Wwallece's letters are found in the Barhara
Eastmsn collection, "Notes on Tuolumne County, California™, Beacroft
Library, Univ, of California. Cited hereafter as Wallece Letters,




worn away by the water; leaving deep depressions, small ridges, and

rounded buttes. These limestone ridges served as effeciive riffles,

and caught the gold swirled down the river, where it lay undisturbed

‘throughout geological changes until March 1850, "It is an undis-

puted fact that the placer ground of Tuolumne wes the richest ever
found...the limestone belt far exceeding any other locality in the
yield of gold." ¥ The white limestone bouiﬁers, the red cley soil,
end the hidden gold plecers of the bzsin would soon be worked and
reworked until the golden trezsures were gone,

Many who came tu th. {imestone belt found théir fortune, while
others were not so fortunate. For the first two yeers, Columbia wes
essentislly a wet-weather camy, while the rains supplied the miners
with water to work their gold in the winters of 1850-31 znd 1851-52;
claimé were hastily staked, the ouners often sleeﬁing on the bare
grouwd beside their diggings., With news of the agiscovery, the mer-
chunts fellowed the miners. The lotter would think of nothing ex-
cept digging for gold, while the merchants would touch & pick ond
shovel only to hand it over the counter to o prospector, The husiness-
men end winers desired s steady flow of gold into.their poclkets. Both
realized their desire could be achieved only by supplying the .
industrious miner with water, It wes for this purpese they formed a
company to bring water in quentity from the South Fork of the Stenislaus

River., The water was successfully introduced in lay, 1652, ensbling

© Columbiz to transform itself from a mining towa 6 & city of seversl

thousand, C
14z, B, Benjoamin, Californis Hines and Minerals (Sun Francisco:
California Kiners Associution, 189%) p.33B




As gold ylelds incroused or decreased in Columbia, popuiation
followed a similar pottern. There were extreme fluctuations from 1850
to 1852. The completion of the water ditch in 1852 gave an impetus to
placer mining because it became nearly a year round business, With
the introduction of the canal, the long tom and sluice quickly assumed
fmportance, helping to account also for the great increase in placer
mining in the early fifties. From 1853 to 1857, Columbia shipped

$100,000 weekly from her mines,l®

while the population reached its
peak_of six or seven thousand. Before the decade of the fifties was
over, the mines began showing signs of depletion; gold production and
population declined seventy-five per ecent by 1860. In 1861, it was
obvicus the "Gem of the Southern Mines", which produced over tenm per
cent of Coliforuia'’s gold in the booming 1850’5,16 was dying out,

The times had been exciting, hONGVer Rich discoveries brought
forth the adventurers, and the completion of the water compony in 1852
atiracted the multitude. Because water was nearly ss precious as gold,
_important struggles for power developed between the owners of the
waier coupanies and the miners who bought from them. The completion

of the ditch company did not solve the water problem, but only intensi-

fied it, The greedy ouwners of the canal desired veturns as high as

IJJ Ross ﬂrowne, HResources of the Pacific States and Territories
(Sen Francisco: H. H, Bancroft end Co., 1869) p.35.

IGLGdls Garnett, Saen Francisco mining statistician had the premise

. that gold production in CdllfOlch was best figured by mint statisties and _

custort house figures om exports of bullion. Garnett's flgur»s, in the

uppendix of A, J. Bowie's Practical Treatise (Sun Francisco: B, F. Allay

Publishing Co., 1877} on page 288 show California produced $583,000,000

from 1650 through 1659, Dr, Willism R, Kenny's "History of the Sonors

Kining Feg1on 15648-18G0", a Ph,D, dissertation 2t the University of

Culifornic, tates on page 473 that the Columbia basin praduced
$125,000,000 in gold from 1850 through 1860.

B
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two or three percent per month on their money; while the Qreedy ﬁinérs
demended enlargement of the mein canal to insure 2 yesr round supply
of water, extension of ditches to open up new grounds, end veduction of
water rates s0 their net gold production would be increased.

when the Tuolumne County Water Company, founded in 1851, re-
fused to scesle to the previously mentioned demends of the miners ik
1555, they esTectively exccuted a one huadred percent bhoyecott of the
old eompany,l? ané iprmed their‘own Columbia and 5tanisleus River
Weter Compary, [Meiurally the old company could not stend icly by, and
soon feveris: competition developed between the twe firms that lasted
for the remsinder of the decade, As the new copcern comenced operations,
the old compsy was placed im & preesvious position., Water was their
only saleobl: commodity, and the miners preferred to huy it from the
new company, since they were the shercholders. %he new compony promised
lower retes, competitive diteh lines; and @ yeor round supply of uater,
even in the lute summer and fzll months., The old company feared a
logs of incos?, cccompanied by & decline in dividends, beceuse the
competitive <iteh lines would cuuse the miners to switch water purchases
to phe new capeny; snd & yesr vound supply of woter would give the
Columbia ene Stuuislaus River deter Company & constoni volume advantage.
Late sumger =ud fall uneé%loyment periods would be eliminsted, Suc-

cossiul eonsouation of these programs might cripple or ruia the old

LT Es miners' zetion wes tachnically & boyenii, becowse they
refused to p-¥y the cempany's water. The miners and most wocounts
eslled it ¢ ~iners' sirike: see Herbert O, Lenyg's History or Twoluyme
County, pages =70 to 260, The term uiners' boyeott or miners' sirike
will be usc. interchongesbly is this thesis,
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company.

A succession of occurrences played against the miners'ditch
company though, Iﬁ & colossal effort te procure year round water, the
Columbia and Stenislaus River Water Company became the most expensive
ditch outfit in the state during .the 1850's. It cost over one million
dollars,18 Final construction was not finished until the fall of 1856,
and by that time, the gold placers were greatly reduced. This coused
& corresponding drop in water rates and the new company could not meet
its interest payments., Subseguent mortgage féreclasuras, that specula~
tor friends‘of the old company had acquired, led to a sheriff‘'s sale -~
the purchaser being the minérs'antagonist, the Tuolumne Water Company.

The story of the conflict Letween the miner and the business-
man during the gold rush in the dry diggings is best illustrated by
the operations of the ditch company. Ninety-nine per cent of the gold

mined in the 1630's was placer.lg

To work the dry placers, & diteh company
often had to be orgenized to supply the miners with woter. These
companies generally sterted zs a cooperstive venture betwesen loczl mer-

chants and miners; but they generally ended up in the hands of capitaluv

ists. The ensulng water struggle beiween the city owners and the

mountain winers often produced struggles as exciting as any in the West,

yet the story of water companies im the gold rush has been badly

- Press, 1947 p.l64., -

1eﬁodman ¥. Paul, California Gold (Cambridge: Horvard University

T
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neglected, By 1059, nearly six thoussnd miles of canals valued at
thirteen and a half million dollars were supplying the placer

miners with woter in the dry diggings.20 Columbia epitomized this
struggle. It is the purpose of this thesis to nerrate the local water
higtory which will revesl the crucial importance of woter for placer
mining in Columbis from 1850 to 1861 end the resulting struggle for

its control betwoen miners and businessmen,

Lhids, pi64.




CHAPTER II

ORGANIZING THE

TUOLBMNE COUNTY WATER COLPANY

Rumor spread of Columbia's richness during the winter and
spring of 1850, Uiscovered in lvte March, Columbis had spproximately
six thousand miners searching for the cherished metsl within & wmonth,
It hod been @ rainy, wet seasonm and the wsters of tributery ravines
of the Columbiu hillsides flowed into the Butelot Gulch sna Hormen
Creek, supplying omple mater for adjacent cluim kolders. Some roim
water cellected in surface depressians or- iollouws, aﬁdiprospectorg
worked their sres to finoencisl sdventage. Heny others had to carry
their pay dirt in cowhide sacks to the streusms, where they weshed 1t in
pons oOr wooden rockers, but the resulis were worth it, for they often
realized "six or eight ounces of dust o day.”

Man's exploitation of the splendid gold ceposits,; wccom-

penied by on adequote wet seuvson supply of weter, sccount foy the

repid growth of Columbia, Amozing es its sudden growih, however, wus
its swdden temporsry decline. JAs the wet season eaded and the gulches,

streems vnd accidentel pocls dried up or evupefated, it became inpos-

sible to pon the dirt, They dfiediqp_¢ngiétélﬁ;fh summer, This led [T

lLdnd Brysn DBuckbee Pxpers. Collection of notes, popers, oid
works of fdna Bryaa Buckbee (Crliforsic Historical Society, San
Frencisco, Califernic). Cited herecfior as Duckbee Papers,

12
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Murk Twain once to remark "that if a man fell into & Califprnialﬁreék,
he was liable to come up dusty."2 With the effective working co@-
bination of gold &nd water half gone, the miners headed for the rivers.

Many Chileans end Hexicans were in Colﬁmbia during the initial
boom, The Foreign Miners} Tex Lew of the state became effective
iune 1, 1850, It imposed a tax of twenty dollars a month on the mining
operations of each foreign miner. The Chileéﬁé and Mexicans found
that it spplied to them especielly and left the Columbia diggings in
disgust. They hzuled down their tents, rolled up thelr blankets and
hended for wet diggings where they hoped the law would not be enforeed,
Congitions were so bad the population of Columbia in June, 1630,
dropped from six thousand to six.3 pithout water, three months asfter
her discovery, the “"Gem of the Southern iines" was dead,

Ir snticipetion of the comiag winter and expécted wet season
of 1550 =and 1831, the prospectors began arriving(Shedding forth an
surs of optimism, They chose to come to the zrea from os far as Sen
Frencisce, where ene intelligent young man inforrmed & Daily Alta

Colifornis veporter he was gettimg ready to return to Columbia because

the winter gulches “cua be worked to wdvantuge, during the rainy ses-

son, and in Spring, after the rains have pussed, but before the rivinlels

bocome dry."4 The first log store was built in Seplember, 1680,

“peymond Larly, Columbia (Los Angeles: Feuron Fublishers,
1957y, p.45.

Crear %Hec kendorn and h;laon Einers é bu@xﬁess Hen's ereﬁtorv
(Columbias Frxnthd at the Cl1pper folce, 1 360, p.EJ.'”

éﬁailv Alts Celifornis, HovemberZ, 185G.-
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anticipating the return of the prospectors. Both miners and éﬁsiness-
men were diseppointed though, for the winter of 1850-51 wes unusually
dry.

Without adequate rainfull, the miners were uneble to expleit
the suriferous soil properly. Some "mede weges” by earrying the dirt
to avsilsble weter. About [ifty industrious men used burros, barrels,
end wagons torbring nearby spring weter tu‘the diggings. Others left
for better working comditions, As & conseguence, miners ceme end
went @1l winter, end the small clustér of businesses failed to thrive
under such circumstances.

Bespite the poor winter and the norwal summer exodus by the
gold-scekers, men continued to have confidence in Columbia's futurec.
They felt thset Columbis hud sn abundence of gold; this was indisput-
shle The miners ncedsd & constent supply of water 10 resp the golden
hervest, Columbia had an wnrelizble supply of water; this wes obvious.
The businessmen needed & pernonent number of miners to develop 2
lucrative trade.

For thece ressons a mecting was held at Tuttletoum, on June 21,
1881, to discuss the pes sibility of consiructing & cancl to convey
the weters of the South Fork of the Stunislous River into Columbia
end adjecent camps, Hony mountain ridges would have to be tunneled

or circumvented, deep cenyons erossed, ond mountoin spurs rounded, The

imagination nf the miners was colos sal.ﬂnd their entthi 1SM Was Hurculeun,

but siﬁce ﬁatgrgﬁgsh,n 'spanuuule, the prog ct was a nCCEE"lty A
large und spirited group of winers wnd mer ch“nts from tha reﬂrby ered
attended. Joseph Dence, en Alebonen, wos electcd cheirman, end J.

Patterson, secretary. A commitice of three wug formed to meke &




1

preliminary survey of the cénal route, These three men were Genéfal;
Bernard, & civil engineer, J. D, Patterson, znd Judge #. H, C'e.rlt.c-m.":i
The miners in sttendance, who favored construction of the ditch to
Columbia, suggested anoiher meeting three days later in Columbiz to
see how many people were interested in the project. To prove the
sincer1ty of their intentions to orgenize a water camp;£y, twenty-one
persons levied en assessment agoinst thenselves ‘of five dollers esch,
On Honday, June 24, 1851, the miners met us planued in
Columbie near the general merchandise store snd the suddie and harness
shop. They decided at this lively end dedicated meeting to orgunize
& c¢itch company called the Tuolumne County loter Compony. The pfe-
smble to the constitution was drawn up declaring the now organization
was "for ihe purpose of conveying water, by ditéhing_or otherwise,
from the South Fork of the Stenislaus River to véricus‘pcints in the
Southern mines."6
The constitution listed the offiecers and their duties and
made clesr the cooperative nuiwre of the compiny. There were to be @
meximum of twe hundred shoares; however, csch wember owned cnly ene
shere and hod only one votg, ﬁith no proxy votes sllowed. This was
common with ditch companies elsewhere in the wred, Tlhe miners contrib~
wted their lebor instead of eapitel to give themselves title to one
shore of stock each, A president, vice-prasident, secretary, tressures

five wman bosrd of divectors, und superintenceni were 10 be elected
; ' 3 Y

“hieckendorn snd Wilsony p.E5.

6uanat1tutian and By-Lows of the Tuolwue County Yater
Cﬂmer 1y, dune ¥4, lbul, in "E. A, wiltsee Screpbook™ (California
fistorical Society, Son Fremeisco, Colifornis}. Cited hereafter as
Constitution and bBy-Lows of TCio., 1UGL.
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at the monthly meeting held st 2 P, the first Saturday of uzch
month, | The superintendent, zlso titled the chief engireer, had'
ngeneral direction and control of the lsbor of,..[thd] company,"Y
Dutics of the other officers were set forth in ome short sentence of

LI

routine nature., The president would "preside”; the secrctory, kesp
records; and the tressurer, collect eny fines or voney. Article
suven declorved the fines zd money nellccted would be used to defray
the necessoyy expenses of the compuny, "but when such fines and
other moneys are Insufficient to defrny said expenses, there shzll
be levied upon each shove a proportioncble tox for that purpose."g
ignificent by«lu s declared each shavcholder would pay five
collurs o dey pennlty fee, if the sharcholder was not working on the
ditch, unless u sctisfactory substitute toiled for him. Should he
become too sick to work, the Dourd of Directors wonld determine
proper lenie ncg. If he did oot lubor oy pay the five dollur fine,
he forfeited il his yights in the compuny fifieen days &aiter failing
to do se. The diteh clgyers snd construction workers, in addition

1o the one shevs they eoch simed, wore to be peid flve dollers z

s
&
Jurts
=1
]
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=
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or theiy lsbor, redeomsble for witer upon completion

of the coenel,

Tiither Judge Gwrltan vy Jeseph Bance wus clected the first
preosident, Generel llornurd, ongineer, end J, U, Patterson, seerciory.

The Coluabin Geze tte en August 15, 1060, reporting Cirlton's
obituiry soidy 'uﬁ ”LS--;@HQ first President of the Tuolunne County
CaEter ﬂen bﬂy ihe Sonorg Herald, on July I, 18641, reported, "W I
- Covlion wus sppointed. presicent” of the ditch co&p;nj. Hfguenaoru,

mid=1830%s contemporvary Coluablan and -editor of the Cnlnmbim G“z@tte;?H "

siid Joseph Lonee was the {irst president,

8. . , ] _
“Constitution und Dy-Lews of TC:Co,, 1651.

“inid,
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At the third méatiﬁg neld on June 35, in Columbin, it wus
decided the originel survey committee, ppointed ot Tuttiétﬂwn,shoﬁlﬂ
exeriine the proposed cansl grounds und hills. Jons kWelleece, &R
zdventuresome Englishmen, who Jjoined the compasny at this time, was
sppointed sssistent engineer to Generil fernurd., For the next three
days the survey eommittee and Wollsce exemined the proposed ditch voute,

They reported favorably ot o June 29 peeting, snd agreed to go 1o

wcrk.lﬁ
By duly 1, 1651, the new Tuolumne County Hoter Compbay coni~-
gisted of spproximately one hundred wnd gixty spirited snd venture~

seme meubers. The diteh crew sitesded to thely jobs with energy st
viper: but the new efficers had o move cifficvlt tesk, They esdeavored
to buily the longest canzl in the state, =nd the first yeor they
experiencod winy aitefatiaﬁs in plens. Seversl ressons probebly
cecounted for the oft vevanped plens of the conpmey. The megritede

of the job was extreordinerily smbitious fov 2 group of miners with
little eaginecering shill, and the cost of ihe conol wes cnerwmous for

. 2 J

men with limited ezpitsl. Ghey figered one mudred wud firty unew

world eomulete the cznal in three mounths, Ho taste ad, it took neurly

0

Win o letier to kis mether en deconber 28, 1851, wellece
vrote, “Hone of us werd Lusre of the megnitude of the L“;k we had
undertuken, T%iﬂgs of this kind pre wunaged aifferently here to
vhot they sre in toglend, Instesd of Qocurste surveys being tuken
cidd caleulotions being mede @3 Lo expensey ele, & 5l erllalﬁl exari=
inction was wose of the probuble route to be token snd © meeting
celled of ihe miners nu inhebitints of the neighborhood, speochoes
were made by different persons who had exémined the E%Li:...cﬁu (57

© gus wt oneevdefernited 1o go-ehes s ebant the Work th@-ﬁaiiﬁwiﬁgr;:;ﬁ_é-rrf“

woek,”

Wisilace Letters, neLeHULl i, 16LL.
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eleven months to get sny water ot all and thirteen to complete the
Job., They figured "wrong™ on water power for a sdwmill, "wrong" on
water availsbility from the South Fork, “wrong” on the canal route, and
"srrong" on finences. They figured wrongly 50 mony times that on Christmas

week, of 1851, Wallece wrote, "this company never would have been

formed if the full difficulties and expense of the undertoking could

- vl . '2
hove been discovered und explained ot the first meetxng.‘l

The directionul leadership of the eompany had orgenizstienal
flaws, for the officers of the cﬁmpauy‘were elected monthly, end had
little chince to function properly. General Bernerd, chiel engineer
and superintendent, was given ébst of the operational contrel. He was
essisted by the Bourd of Directors, which might he composed of 2
d¢ifferent group each wonth, on the execuiive front, and by the English-
men John wallaee, on the censtruction front, |

wellzee proved to0 be a valuwsble man. The Englishman hod
come around "the Horn" to San Frencisco in 1649, where he entered the

building business. The gold fover overioek him, though, and he socon

went to the mines around Donera. He served ws ussistant engineer

until Harch, 1552, when he wes elected president, Ile held this

! _position wuntil the compzny incorporated in Septewber, 1IB52, &t which

time he becume ireligible for the post becsuse he wes & foreigner. 13
Juet why the compeny deeided to incorporate is not cxuelly

cleor, It is knom the complicetions aﬁd difficulties of the enier-

prise ﬁxdﬁeﬁrtQ b@ immensely grea;er'thaﬁ the optimistic miuers had. .

cuticipsted. The lcboring foree of appreximately one hundred and Lift
i g Pl y y

127h34, 181pid., p. 1.
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T
men (the originsl sharcholders) were performing their tasks acco;ding
.0 plan; so, their main problem wust have been a peed for more money.
Selling shares was preferable to incurring a debt and paying en out-
rzgeous three to six per cent interest a wonth, Uutil they pro-
qﬁred ihe water, they were unable to mine enough dust to even pay
the interest. .

The compelling need for copital secws to be the reason why
meny of the esrly ditch cowpanies incorporsted. Very fow businessmen
would invest in a hlock'of shares which entitled them to only one
vote. In the esrliest companles, esch man, by virtue of his lsbor,
owped one share. The miners were & cozy group of ordiﬁary working
men engaged in the enterprise as o meaus to @n end, not as 2 business
investment itself. If he santed to own o second shore, considered
non~-laboring shere, he would have to pry the company {ive dollurs &
dey uneil the ¢iteh was completed in order to retain the non-laboring
share, Herdly any miners could afford this, ond wmost husinessmen
would enly invest if they nad wn ntevest in the operation pro-
portionchle to their investment, 'Thus, the Tuolwme Vater Company
followed the pstiern of numerbus other ditch compenies in the staote
throughout the Fifties. The company was {ormed by a group of local
minerg and wmerchants. They underestimeied the scope of their job,
reeded finoncial assistanae,'anﬁ apperently weve compelled to in-

corporaie for this reagom, /s the_desada,graﬂu;lly-pﬁggressed, ithe

" locnl merchints énd ounisidd

until, by the ‘end of the Fifties, 3351 of the water compony shares:

5 ‘essumed m-greater eemtroly o
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were in the possessipn of San Francisco, Steckton, and Sacraméﬁto_
businesswen.14
The Tuolumne County Vater Company'was officially incorporated
on September 4, 1852, The new precmble showed it was a corporstion

engaged in business

for the purpose of conveying the waters of the Stanislcus

River and its tributuries to the verious raviuves, gulches,

fluts, end other loculities, in the County of Tuolumme, to be

used for mining, mechonical, menufacturing end other purposes....15

A new constitution and set of by-laws was drawn up. The constitution b

consisted of four articles containing twenty-eight sections, The
ey

capital stock of the corporutien was sot st $275,00G0 divided into .

275 shores, valued at one thousond dollars = shave, Section five

stated @1l elections wore to be by ballot, with ecch shere allowed one r

vote. The orgenizaiion wnder the new consiitution began assuming

the qualities of @ permunent corporation, instead of a temporary %j
i
frontier enterprise. ii
Seven trustees were elected by the coempuny to “muntge the :
praperiy end coencerns, and exercise the corporate powers of the |
company.“lb They were to be shoreholders, end & majority of them were
1o be citizens of the United States and residents of Cslifornia.
Thelr terms were for one yesr - from September to Septewhber, with weekly ;
;éPaul, . 166,
Vopstitntion zad Oy-Liws of ihe Tuglumne County ister E i
Compeny (Sen Frincisco: Towne O Bocon Book and Jeb Printersy 1064) ., ER A
prewmble, This book is in Bemereft ;ﬁ%;gryiiﬁg;vgrﬁ;;yﬁg£{§3;i§9;§igaf
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evening weetings, It was eslso their duty to Jecluve civideads st

the eud of tech wonth, whesever possible. fne of the seven wus elected
president by 2 mejority of the trustees.

4 secretury wus elected et euch ennuil neeting in Saptenbar
ta keep u "eorrect rocord of the procecclngs of the Compuny snd Boerd
of Trustess.”1? Included in bis duties wexe thet he keep wn seeurate
resovd of w1l shurehelders - keop records of how wuch the compaay awed
chopoholoers tud creditors - ong keep sn sccurste sccount of ow muGh
the compuay’s woler asgents collected from the gold miners uslng the
compury s weter. The tressurer eollected the memey or gold duwet from
she paler egents ehd prepered [inencicl slatewcnis when requested by
the trustees. The wster ngunts, opdinted by the trusiees, coliected
the gold dust row cech pevson wsing the siter, Théy'k&gi & book iu

srdelh wore ontered the names of the winers who used the weter, the

q-..c
=
)\nu
r"‘

puaiar of lony toa or s strewss supplied, snd the wally recclpts,

“he superintendent, oy chled coginesy, miintuined geuersl control ef

the iohop, e mede o1l Lhe suvveys, Febikrenents, &sc plinsi uitd be

guercizad ¢ genersl supervision of the titvhes, [Dlumos, @wal veeer-

vairs, ¥
Ak the corporate semiaistrotive ergenlauvtion csteblished,

grester finnncial security wes effovdes potential invesiors, end the

il gs R L ' e
Ganul oomn *.i"f Wi ?sz.k‘f for @ Goende O bl

the Lolmaiia ngxn = und ltu gty %:le iur Wi Lwr, truly opcncd vl»h

the fowsition of the Tuslunwe \cnwtv Futuy G wnhhy.

Wi,
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CHAPTER IIX

BUILLING TIE CANAL

The formation of the Tuolumpe Caunty tnter Company was the ~

most significant fuoter in the stubilizing of Columbia snd its transe

»

formation from & seasonul mining camp to & city of seversl thousand Pk

populstion throughout the 185G's, The summer of 1850 found Columbia

neerly & totally deserted comp. VWhen the water company was organized

on June 24, 1801, numercus teni store merchants laid goods on plank
bosrds serving s counters and resting et eceh end on the flat of an |
up~turned bzrrel., Dpon commpletion of the cenzl to the Stenislous i 5;
in fugust, 1832, the town could boast one hundred ond fifty business |

coteblishments, including fifty suzloons, grocerics. or restourants:
s H ¥ 7 ?

¢leven hotels or boarding houses; four bhonking oad exchenge oflices;
three hlacksmith_shcgs; five doctors® effices; five law effices; ond
one licxicun fandungo house., Colusbia grew from o cuspr 10 o eity in
one year on the strength of the Tuolumse Coumnty %ater Compiny pronises,
and the ground of confidence that “the dirt hus the coler of gold im
{id for miles.”!

A survey committee, consisting of General Bernard, the chief i

engincer -« John Wullsece, the assistant_eﬂgineer -- J. B, Petterson, the

- -

erlton; the prowident, esunined the: ' .

Yrodney . Graly Letters, Februery 13, 1633 (Csliforsia
Historicul Society, v.i Trancisce, California), Cited hersafter ss
Odull Letters, '

Lt
v o
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proposed route of the water company's cansl on June ﬁéth,-ﬁTth end éﬁth,
1851, They agreed that the water of the South Fork of the Stzuislaus
River could be diverted intothe Célumhia busin by diteh.®  Some fluaing
would be requived, hut there was en smple supply of fir wnd pine to
construct them. . The inves;igatian was vory superficial; no sccurste
surveys were made, but the impotient miners were in & hurey ead optimistie,
The engineering plsn was to bring the woters of the South
ferk of the Stenisluus Biver to the Columpls srea, HNesrly twenty wiles
of ecanul would heve to be built sleng stecp wountuip sides, cround
precipitous rocks, over yawming chesug, snd through a pine forest, The
difficulties presenied by the veriowns geological formations made &
regular ditoh lupossible, It wes determised thot spproxiwetely fifteen
miies“ef wooden cahaly eulled o flume, would be n&céséary slong the
movstain sides. UDecsuse they were so stesp ind vocky, with very little
logse earth on them, no permepent bunks could be esteblished. The flune
was 1o be shout four feet wide srd two fect deep, nvde of boords twe
inches thick., ¥he other five niles could be citched in recsonebly
gasy feshion., & gradiest ai the vute of tey feet to the wile wouls

sesere u erevily flow of wnter. wood for the flume wewld be cut ot

[

-

noweler povered ssweill st Five fiile Creclk,* It would tile one hui-
drod sod fifty wen three wonths to cegplele the canel  und open up

feur thoussnd seres of the richest plscer diggings in the worlc to

“dulleee Letters, Dec

n

“Ibid, Awgust, 1651,




ihe riners of Colubia, Yenkee Hi1l, Shaw's Flat, and surroundiﬁﬁ’
srees, | |
General Bernard, the chief engineer, wus in charge of the
construction from the organizsiion of the compeny, until Karch, 1833,
when he resigned, Thus, he directed the gigeatic project from the
ihﬁ@?tiﬂﬂ; until the successful {low of water from the viver to the

gold-filled fields wes achieved, ile and tollace surveyed the moustuins

o
24
% o

engd drew up the plans,

The most Important construction fiyure ussociated with the
compeny during the decade was John Wollece, wiio joined the company
¥t the sccond or third weeting in June, 1831, &t Coluubin, Wsllazce

Né

soid that he was “ihe oply prusticel surveyor of the company™™ und

wes imsedivtely ande essistunt engineer, iis musterly proficiency
stoad him in gsuch esteenm he wes electeu president of the compeny in
lereh, 15GY, until he became-inaligihle, when the gcovpeny incorporated
in Septowsber, bectuse he was 8 forelguer. whon Genersl Bernard
revigned, Wellwee was elecied superiniendent end chiefl enginecr, the
positien he held continuopsly until 1838, ond frowm 1860 to 1061,
The diteh work begen of Suwndt Fuss, 6 wile end s hell aorthe-

ettt of Columbis, ot 11 PUHE,, Dondsy eveningy July 1, 1621, 7 ithin

five duys, one hendred end fifty wen hod excovated one sad & holf

miles of the trench from Swmmit Pass touverds the river - neerly fifteen

Ed
] x

a*mmnxira;,&%mEr

i 11{'«?; Buoreh 7,

“6ihid., apgust, 16351,

ea'Letters,

Geckendorn und Gilson, pords
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i by 1655 end 1804, west long-tosg vsed & pine dnch-strowmm.  Sludcas..

25 :

hundred feet a day!s It was four feet wide ot the bottom, two feet
deep, end six feet wide ot the top, and would corry one hundred and
fifty, nine inch tom strewms when campletcd.9 Surmit Pass was more
of & ridge than & puss, wnd though it wos zhbove Columbia, it wus
beiow the cleviotion where the ditch would tep Five Hile Creek or the
South Fork of the Stanislous Biver, Welloce and his erew of three
or four kept zhead of the ditch éiggérs. They gradzd the route by
putting down pegs 8 vod (164 feet) epert. ‘Hellace supervised this work

«ith his theodolite, s surveyiﬁg instrumeat for messuring horiwontsl
and vertical angles and levelling.lo It took two months to complete
the grade to Five Hile Creeok, & distonce of five snd w helf miles,

The company hod plenmed to put v water powered siwiill where

the diteh met Five Bile Croel, but the weter was so 10w, RO pOWeT W&s
sveileble, Such enterprising wen wore uadeunted, A job hed to be doney
therefors 2 COJpEHy representative journsyed to Son Froncisco to
purchase @ stews engine that could provide stesn power for the mill,
{n Geptember 6, 1001, the agent hought the How slor stoamboat,

including her engine wnd bellers, for five thousand dollurs. H1

Bsonora flerald, July 5, 1051.

QTuulnmtﬁ County deter Compeny v. Lolumbia & Stopislaus plver
snter Compeny. Tuclwme County Archives, County hQCGTL»lg sonora,
Celiforniz (1859). Cited hereefter as TLkCo. v. C45HUCn. A "miners’
inch" wss « quentity of water st a cevtuin tain emotmt of pressure through
o three inen squere wooden hole to wash the "pay dirt" doun the long
~tom or sluicc, - The first long Tems requirved & six luch stroam, - but

reqiired & wnlva Or more inch- tam strenm. - R

Ugnllsce Lﬁttﬁrs Becember 20, 1851,

Hpew Star bill of ssle found in the Borbers Eestman éollection,
"Hotes on Tuolwmne County, Californis,” Buncroft Libyery, University of
Colifornia.
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The residents of Columbia were so happy over the purchase i
of the Mew Stexr ead its lmplicstions of water compeny progress that
- they decided to lpy out the streets of the town in anticipotion of
future growth. Huny lots wore purchused ubout this tiwe. Two hundred
sud fifty stordy log cubling were built in saticipstion of the cunel's
conpletion, Puyisg the steomer in Sss Francisco,-and using it as &
i1 in the mountains cutside Columbis weve tuo diffevent things. The
Hew Sior novigoted under its oun power to Stecktoni however, from there-
on trunsportation of the vitasl paurts, the engine sud boilers, was slow
end lzborious, for the swe boilers weighed three tous each. From
Siockion the parts were cevried by horse and wegon ucross the valley
sud oyer the Coothills, For the lost pert of the journey, five miles
of ré&d had to bo eloered up the rugged mount&iﬂg to Eonora, After

&

nesrly two menths of toilsome lubor, the stewn englne was tiken 10 &
thickly wooded mowntsln nesr Five ifile Creel to becone o soomill., It
wes situsted obout one ruertey of s mile from the diteh uvnd neerly
Touy hundved feet sbove it,1e

“he mill worked for sbout e woek the lust port of lovember,
wnd then broke dewm. & lecsl milluriuht was hired to exonine the
works; he discovered the foundetiens weren't deep enough, ond that
severel puvis of the machinery would huve to be made over. Uperations

were postpoasd w month, then in Jenuwry, 183E; one of the main cranks

broks, pnd 6 man hud ©o be sent to Gon Fransxaco pﬂ (¢ t spother
) 3 ‘a ]

cousing another weeks' &elay.'ﬁﬁeaﬁleus ts sny, future S&hfill warh

iuﬂ}.le Gie LE}LU‘I'.J.J Harech ?S 1':}.’- -
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had to be conirzcted ont by the compuny,

The steam nill cut the pine logs into bourcs 5t the rote of
nearly ten thousand boerd feet @ tuenty-four hour dev. The boards wers
used in constructing trestles over gulches ond ravicas, loying the
supports for the fluwes, and for the flumes themselves, 4 Jerge chute
wa; construatﬂd ﬁpwa the slope of the mountain to sliie the planks
with great velaaity inteo tﬁe cunel grade lecoing to 1%e plzesr nmines,
The ecanal had been conploted since the end of Getober, 1651.13

The first phase of the originul plun had bees to construect

seven nmiles of ditehes and flumes from Five Nile Cresk to Columbia,

Yuter could then be suppliod the miners, while work sus continued to

the Zeuth Fork of the Stynislaus, where the caterpris: would be finished

in time to roceive the summer weters, Since Lhe wuter &b Five Bile
Creck hud boen too low to pewer o geidll, boards for the flumc ecould
ROt be mare, snd & Sceveral poathg! weloy ensued,

Curing the delay cowsed by the stesm poxerc. milly Lellees
sad Dernsrd had on opportunity to eagage In R wore thorough exeminution
of the mouuteins., In Februs Bry, 100V, they decided to chimpe the
covrse ten miles further up the river wnd & thouswnd @9 Filteen hup-
Gred feet higher; yet 1t was considercd better Locausy of the nature
of the ground, Three miles would huve to he fluned o trestled aiid
8 {ive huatred foot tuansl woeld hove to he dug; But w20 other sevey
miles  eould be diteched saslly. This;uﬁsmgrﬁferabic id iib“iﬁg syounRd.

pltixi i.r:‘?.ﬂ R

B Wolnteins 55 ﬁrﬂyé$é§”ﬁyfiﬁ5Téiﬁfplal;'Qﬁithé
Lppreved, and work }racﬂesaﬁ cxee pricanlly well, excot for & few

rein end snow storms.

Vonpore Hereold, Getober #, 1OGL
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shile work progreésed smoothly on the new course, or upper
line, to the South Fork, ditches were dug eround Galumbia;nand the
flunes were finished to.carry the weters of Five flile Creek to the
mining area sround town, Just when it was thought thot the artificisl
c¢haennel would be réady to carry the waters of Five Hile Creek into
Columble, some green timber in the flumes had werped and shrunk, causing
G two week postponcment in the delivery of wator, 14

he miners who hod staked off every foot of gromnd clong
the cenel, were growing anxious, The expected sbundant supply of
weler weuld soon rsce through thelr long toms und sluices, ylelding the
golden tressures to them in enorious quaniities. “or were they wrong.
Approximutely three or four willion dollars in gold dust and nuggels had
been extractud from Columbiu's ground prior to the Tuolumme County
wuter LOquPJ" introduction of wuter;lV while over one hundred

million dollars worth of the precious ore wes mined in the next aine
yeurs.

The awsited water finally wrvived May 22, 1050, 16 The
voltme of weter in Five Nile Creek wus 50 low at this time though,
only & diesppointingly small stream {lowed through the rich placer

r

ficlds' network of ditches., The supply wes geunty, "it wever
corriec more thun o tucniy-tom stresm, "7 hordly an eighth of its
copucity., The fortuncte few who had woter Isbored with cbounding en-

thusiesis, They sct up thelr leng toms end let the steady streou CLYYy

e Mgty atve-Geliformis, Roy 6, Tago e
. _lf%md-.,-actgber 25, 1&;1._ C Yorede, v, casigo, .

Wpeily Alte Co tfornis, October &, 34520
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the eurifergus soil alcng the hottom, where clesie, or riﬁfle'ﬁbrs¥
caught the shining wetal. They were hoppy, indeed]
Despite the unfullilled hopes of most of the miners who
didn't get water, the Dsily Alts reported three weeks later thats

Columbia is improving repidly; busiress and
‘ populstion ineressing rapldly. The only difficulty
sgoinst which we heve to comtend i8 a seercity
of wztaer 1o work the diggings. Dut we ore sxpect-
ing s speedy coupletion of the Tuolumme Go. Ditel,
which will in great seosure sllevieto our
troubles. 19

Construction was new speeded up on the upper lime, te tap
the woters of the South Fork, where & more plenteous stremn flowed,
The lest muin obstucles wers a.laagthly tumnel snd some difficult
trestlework, The toanel wss an ercucus undertuking, which took
nesrly Tour months to complete. & lefiy ridge of seft graiite had
to be shoveled, picked, wnd plasted through., Ehen finished it wes

19

five huadrad feet long, four feet high, @nd six feet wide. A
W 7

short gistsuce up the ling s succession of

A
jins

deep ceayons had to be
tridaed. on elght hundred feot irestle, emsisting of huge 127 X 127 ‘s
£+ ] ad 3
lume which sprancd the gorges. Walleew lebored

worae of the trestling, serving in
4 g

g
o

oyertime. Bosides being lu ¢
the eapreity of surveyor oud president, wellsce reported “the aig-
touee from oue cnd of the werks te the other is now sbost 25 wiles,
end By 1w required ot both ends, you cen lwsgine I have enouh to

f‘ '@
YA

cteond pe.”"Y Finully on fugust 20y 1605y alter thirtven monihs 6f

Py
=

S T R e g e
“ibid,, June 17, 1832, 131b1d., fugnst u3, 185a.

~Uinllece Letiers, Hey 05, MGI.
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construction, the immﬂnsé project was ccmpleted.gl The wiole come=
munity wes cheerful and excited, Their joy quickly waned though, for
- just as we were ready to turn the weter into the rece, the water
decressed so in the river thut a very small streum indeed remalned
for our use, and that running through the flumed cencl for upwards
of 20 miles, 50 eveporated,,.that scarcely eny water now reaches
- the diggings.Ma
The miners were so disappointed thet they left for the rivers, wnd
by early.ﬁctaher, Columbiz wes "ss dull @ ploce as can well bho, "33
wallsce did not become dispirited though, He kept his erew
husy, s0 he could report before the lute OQtabar‘rains gome thet the
compony hud eighteen miles of flumes, thirty miles of ditches, und four
rosorvolprs. This lutter work wes done evound the Columbia [lat to neke
witer availeble to new elaims,
The morvelous é&nal sturted ot a dun built on the South Fork
of the Stenislous River, where the water could be gurnered on itz
Cownwerd course frow the wmountuins six thousond feet high. It tuisted
its woy dovmwprd for twenty milez to the lever miniag world et Columbis,
Flumes drew off the woter at its source and csrricd it the first three
miles on the sides of preelpitous wountcins where o single nmis~step
would have sent the builders s theussnd fect into the ravine below.
The next seven miles were easily dug ditches thot gently twisted und
coiled their woy threugh the Forest with only two intervuptions,

sbout six wiles frow the dam, & succession of deep cunyons required

-.13' S
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gight hundred feet of high trestlework, Flumes, supported by tiﬁﬁeri
work from benesth, leaped to Jjusting crags end ¢}iffs in their tortuous
course over edjacent gorges to the sufety of the ridge, A quarter of
& mile further, o vast eminence necessitated & five hundred [oei tunnel.
From hexe, the diteh proceeded on its sinuous journcy to Five Hile
ﬂfeek, whore it joined the creek in its puth down the notursl yevine,
Flve Hile Creck wos tepped by another flume théirv"s hung by iroa
girders from the ﬁece of a bald vock. Uangling suspended by ropes, men
drove the girders Intoe the grenite wall, end then they fustened the
flumea to them, From hers, flumes snd ditehss alternstely corvied
the precious woter to the miners of the Celumbls flat,

A5 the esrly ruius eome pouring down, the nisers roturned to
Colucbiie In droves. Leng toms were hostily huiit end "gold dirt” was
Yug in wonevey-ending, energetic succession of e wovemenis. The
woeter flowing through the ditches incvecsed 10 8 one hundred ond fifty
tom eapicity. Three thousond miners within = one mile recius of town

wers eetively enguged i the stiveinyg and woshbioag of the "poy dir

to the exclusion of everyihing else.” Thely work wes vigorows, liges

gver thely "finde™ weve rewording,  Fost were sversgiag botter then
snoeunge o odey (tocaty dollsrs)y while quite & few lucky ¢laimbolders

in the richest sections of the limestonc belt were muking sesll fortunes.
bree Franchoen {ownd e two husdred swd forty-nine cusce nugget t worth

thivty-six hundred cullarn.
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businessmen imposed upon them to extrsct es much of the gold as,
possible for thedr wares, whether the wures be [eod, clothes,
shovels, women, or whiskey, The water compuny was collecting 118
share of the getherings. In one early December week in 1852, 1ts
proceeds were ninc thousand dollers, The whole community scemed to
be vich.

The highest pruises were bestowed upon the Tuolumne Countly
water Compuny for thelr inltiative end cid to the commmity, Celumbia
would boom -« mevchunts prosper -- miners get richy and the shore-
holders would receive rewiording dividends. This notuble compony could
truthfully boost thot the longest canel in the stute wes supplying

oy

wster Lo the most valushle placsr diggings in California, ™

4

“paul, p.162,




" Gollars véch: ‘Though these meén were probubly-ell miners af-the-time,

CHAPTER IV
FINANCING THE CANAL

The Tuolumne County Water Company set the pattern for many
Celifornia ditch compunies to follow in the 18&6'3. It was the [irst
diteh company to employ the use of an zrtificial ruce in the county,
and Tuolumne Countf led the state in number of ditch concerns and
canzl mileage in the 1850's, It had the longest snd thivd most
ekpensive ditch of the eurly ditch compunies in the stete by 1653, 1
Its construction problems, as expleined in the preceding chsopter, were
sharcd hy meny other canal compunies, and its financial problens were
typical of msny others in the state. |

The miners snd businessmen of the Columbia basin wanted
Columbia to be more thar just a wet weather comp. For this reeson they
mel st Tuttletown, undoubtedly at Judge Tuttle's log store where
there was shade, on June 21, 1651, to discuss the situotion. It was
decided thst day to bring the woters of the Bouth Fork of the
Stenislous Biver to Columbis, the richest locution, wnd sdjeining
camps. They would dig the ditches themselves, because they could not

sfford to pey for help, Twenty-one "cherter mewbers" proved their

sincerity to proceed with the project be wssessing themselves five

some were miners and meérchants, choosing whichever wes the most

lpsul, p. 162,
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profitable at a moment' $ notice. Only four names weré known ;6 tﬁis
writer out of the first twenty-one members and they were primarily
businessmen thereafter and not miners,® They used their orgsnizing
sbility to bring water to their claims hopeful of becoming rich.

If those didn't yield then enough golden rewards, the water income or
‘the stores they would set up might.

News of the enterprise spread quickif;“and at the second
meeting dn June 24th in Columbis, a large crowd gzthered to digest all
the particulars., It was estimated that one hundred and fifty to
two hundred men could complete the ditch to the Scuth Fork in three
monihs &t a very small cost, end the water rents would‘be two thoussnd
dollars & day when they were finished.® The only expense would be
bhOthB for daigging the ditches, and saws, hatchets, hammers, znd nails
for cutting the trees snd making a few flumes, They ﬁould pay them-
selves five dollars a day, or a totsl of sixty thousand dollars, in
scrip redeemsble in water, To approximately one hundred und forty-nine
miners this plan sounded ressonshle. They could not woerk the ary
diggings for four or five months , @nyhow, so they joined the company
Aand puia thegr five dollisrs assessment.4 It is evident the conal was
 mot built primerily s ¢ business investment but 2s 2 mecns to supply

thelr ¢laims with water, s0 the gold could be extracted. This was

_ “The four men were General Bernard, Judge Carlton, Joseph
Donce, and J. D, Patterson. heckenaorn, p. at,

.
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¢learly indicated by the constitutior drawn up that day. éach_memher
had only one vote; this was & cooperative veniure. No members could
vote by proxy; this was u local effort, and outsiders or “slackers"
veren't welcome,

Construction commenced July 1, 1881, but within a week the

Sonora Herald reported the company necded financial sssistance, sud thet

businessimen and merchants who would profit by the new canal should

help.ﬁ

Tools and food were especially welcome, [any miners supplied
their own tools and the coﬁgaﬁy purchused equipment with the iritic
eight hwidred dollars in sssessments. Dut, this was aot enough. By
September, ecach member had been assessed twenty-five more dollars to
hélp pay for more saw mechinery and toels. A theodolite was pur-
chased for Wallace and Bernsrd in San Francisco for one hundred and
seventy dollars,® Work continued, but expenses increased.

By September it wes obvious thelir construction progress and
expenditure estimation wes wrong., Five Hile Creck was so low no water
could be brought to towm, Thig meent no income sz hed been expected.
A wuter pouwered sawrill could not be made operuble, so it wes decided
to purchase o steam powered nill. They plenned to psy for the steam
engine from future water celes. The steam engine eost five thousand
¢ollars, plus five thousanc wore dollers for men, wagons, and oxen

P

to get it to its wouniain site.{ Ihis wos the fivst hig cepitel outley

of cashy, apd to get the money,

the miners had 10 borrow from outside

P e e
“Sonors Herald, July 5, 1851,

)

Hallace Letters, August, 1E0L.
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sources. It was st this time that Darius Odgen Mills, a Secramento
banker, came to the miners' assistance and lent them six or eight
thousand dollars, payable at six per ceni per mcnth.8 Additional
asgessments were msde on the shareholders to meet the transportation

costs and more had to be made for setting up, repairing, and getting

"the mill to work, Some members, such as J. D, Patterson, had become

discouraged and had quit by this time.” Others, without an incone,
had run out of ussessment money, had exhausted their credit from
merchants and were finally forced to exchange their shsre in the
compsny's ownership, The merchants who acceptied the shares in puy~
ment for debts had confidence in the underteking, and were willing 1o
pay the company five dollsrs a doy instead of laboring.IG Successiul
installation of ﬁha power mill rejuvensted the miners' spirits, and the
value of each share climbed to over fpur hundred doll&rs.ZI ‘
By the end of 1851, each of the one hundred and fifty remain-
ing members had been assessed one hundred dollars, or fifteen thousand
totel which had been paid out in hard cash.'® Another one hundred thou-
gand was owed for labor to which should be added the Eills' loan; so
the first six months cost the Tuolumne County Water Compony approximately
one hundred and twenty-three thousand dollors, of which eighty per coent

wes carried on the books as e credit transwction. According to Wellace,

B5an Josquin Republiecsn, July 3, 1832,

. TG, v, CLSRNCo. |
Walluce Letters, December 28; 1801.
11

LOROYa Herald, Octbber,.1851s~ S

12iz11ce Letters, December 28, 1851,
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the structure of the company had not changed by the end of the yéﬁr.ilt

was 5till a miners® company with no outside investors, for "each

_member of our company contributes his labor to be employed in the most

advantageous manner, &nd we are consequently all on the same footing."13

1352 was an expensive, but satisfying year for the water
company. MNearly a quarter of & million dollars was expended; however,

the canal was completed and some revenue was received from water

sales. From May 22 to the end of July, water sales ran a&s high as

five hundred dollers & day, or roughly thirty thousand dellars for

the three months. The rainy scason arrived early in the winter of 18351-
1052 and in one week in eerly December, the woler proceeds were nine

14 gince the company had two months of water sales,

thousand dollsrs.

it's safe to conclude they received at least thirty thousend dollars

in Hovember and Decembsr, or sixly thousand dollars fof the year.
Construction costs snd brilding dverheaé was much greeter

than the miners had plamned. The steam mill proved to be more expense

and headaches efier it reached the mountains. The next mill was con-

tracted for four thousend dollars. Tools and equipment for the

ditches end flumes, horses, oxen, wegons, cash payments for work

?

contracted and principle and interest payment to Mills were only &

pert of the ressons for the growing bills. By Harch, 18GZ, the compuny

was spending one thousand dollars in cash weekly and three thousand in

wetler scrip.lb--These-expenses continued at the same rate until August,

“hen tho canal was in{shod o the South Fork. Using Gallsce's figures,




30

1

and he was president of the compeny much of the year, it seens reason-

sble to estimate that twenty-five thousend dollers in cash and seventy-

- five thousond dolla}s_in scrip were spent in bullding the censl in 1852,

The enterprising miners did their best io keep from horrowing.

They had to borrow six or eight thousend dollars at six per cent & month

from D. 0. Mills in August or September, 1851, for the steam engine,
but they'paid it off by the end of 1852.16 wéliace discusses company
finances frequently in his letters. He writes about the previous loon
at the stipulated rate of interest, but he mentions no dher loans,
and in MNerch, 1853, he says "the money we OWe now is not interest
bearing, as it is principally for tabor,"1T Since the-company wos not
out of debt for seven more moaths, and sinée wallace had written about
company finances and interest in every letter, it seems proper 1o judge
that the compeny borrowed no other money. The cash used to pay the
one thousaznd dellars construction costs early in the yeor was extended
Ly approximstely thirty members who peid the company five dellars &
day instead of fulfilling the labor requirement sei up in the cen-
stitution of the company.lﬂ These people peld around scventeen thousand
gollars to the compeny until August, when the canal wes completed.

4 little over & hundred new sheres were purchased during the
first eight menths of 1852, und on September 4, 1652, the day the

water compeny was incorporsted, D, 9. Kills and his bank partners,

6

167pid, , Warch, 1653, o YIbide oo L0
181p44d,, Merch 7, 1852,
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Jumes Mills, Zdger Hills, and Peter Tounsend, opened the Millg,
Tounsend & Co, Bank in Columbia.l9 They had bought a block of shares
in the Tuolumne County Water Company prior to September, At the
incorporation meeting in September, 1052, Edgar Hills wes elected
presideﬁt;ﬁg Exactly how meny shares the Hills brothers bought is
not certoin, but on February 10, 1854, after Townsend had left the
company and returnéé East, he sent D. 0, Miils power of attorney 1o
sell his seven shares.?l . They sold for eight thousand five hundred
dollars., The total cest of the caneal, including cash, lebor, snd
material, at the end of 1852 was three hundred and fifty thousand
dollers.?? Each of approximstely two hundred and fifty shares,
according to the new constitution in September, was ﬁcrth one thousand
dollers. Allowing for lower priced purchases esrlier in the year,
end even if sules avereaged only five hundred doll%ré_a share until
September, 1852, the company would have reulized fifty thousand dol-
lers from their sale,

It will be seen by adding the totals in the last sentence of
the preceding four poragraphs, plus the total mmount expended for
1651, that the totzl construction costs of three hundred end fifty

thiousand dollers, with eosts vsually under-estimeted, have been

198erbere Eastmon, “Notes o Twolumne County, Californis,™
Collection of notes about bclubhlu, Bouneroft Library, UqlverQ1ty of
Celifornia. Cited hersefter sz tesimen Notes.

Sy, o
"I, W, Norris Collection 5B, fol, SG-203, Manuscripts -

"*£ 0£ Tuolumne Connty Water Cemmcny, Buucroit Library, Gnlvcrsity of

Culiforniz. Cited hersafter as Norris Oollection. - . e -

Flipig,, fol. S6-207. e

£30
““iallace Letters, December 24, 1852,




40

accounted for, ialf was credxt, helf woes cash, It is true that .
D, 0, Mills did favorably assist in maintaining the sclvency of the
company: but it is not true, ag many distinguished Tuolumne Caunty
histurians have wr1tten, that he conceived the plom to organize the
company, 0r that he finsnced the plan to organize the compeny,
or that he financéd a quarter of a million dellars for its eovrly
development. By the end of 1832, local end outside investment interested
parties owned & good numbef of sheres and held a strong position,
but the original miners siili had a msjority cantrol.zﬁ

Though thé main line was completed inréugust, 1652, tha Com-
puny continped to have a vériety of expenses in 1053, Heservoirs and
ditehes had to be excevated around the diggings, &nd diiches and
fiumes had to be repaired sfter heavy rain storms czused slides, These
siides would clog up the ditch, breek the ditch erhuenkments cbusing a
leak, or carry the {lumes dowm the mountain. LDomages might he one
thousend dollors or more per storm.~1 In Hay, the Hotelot Guleh
reservoir, & half mile above town, burst carrying nearly tean million

gallons of water through Columbia end gausing eight thousand dollars

LA 2t
damege for which the company had to pay.“ The Peily Alts California

Cgarried wn interesting account of the calemity.

29c01mabia Gezotie, February 13, 1053,

24 allece Letters, December 24, 10642,
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The reservoir bursted and dowp come a rush of water and.
“slugmullien™ of about three feet breast, bearing before it tons,
sluices, berrols, carts, end what not, fill!ng stores, saloons,
and houses of various kinds with any amount of mud, which had

‘required in some instonces nearly the whole day to TEMOVE. s v

- Hany laughsble incidents occurred, Hany z men in getting out
of bed to see what was the motter, found he had "got his foot.

~in it."” One of the merchants sleeping in o high berth theught
he hesrd running water, snd getting out to see what was the
matter suddenly found h1moeli up to his arms in mud ond water,

~ One French lady, “two months end two weeks from Paris", came

flying out of the house in her night clothes; excluiming, as
the thick eurrent was steining her snowy garments and bathing
her delicate limbs, "Tuo hundred dellars to the man thet will
tuke me out of this,” She was taken out, b

The company was finally able to start paying its officefs end.
s few important.employees in-léﬁﬁ. Fourteen men on the staff began
réceiv1v wages of $5.75 o da?. This amounted to just a little under
tuo thousand dellars a mo;th.

The Tuoiumna County Water Company’s future was hright im early
£33, ater receipts were sbout ten thousand dollars weekly, sud the
velue of the stock wes rising repidly.” 8 conditions were o favorakle

for the woter company thst in early August the coempzny paid off the
lust of its three hundred end fifty ‘thousand dollars of debt. They
still had assets of twenty-five thoussnd dellars, Ffive hundred thousznd
board feet of lwabor, several soumills and tuenty wmiles of ditches

9

apdt flumes.“’ The Do i1y Altg Colifornis reported the company would

Q
“Opsily Alte Cslifornis, Mey 26, 1853

2lgalunbin Guzette, February 12, 1853.

PN . o L) ¥l o3 s
. “wiBeneroft Scraps”, Vol. 3, Februury, ME3. Colleetion of
plstures, menuscripts, and newspaper ¢lippings about Ca11f0rniu,'

- Baneroft Libr&ry, Unxvers1ty of Californis, Cited hereafter fs — — = = =

"Beneroft Scraps.”

“Opaily Al Celiformia, August 2, 1853,
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have year round water iﬁ any ordinary yeur, that it covered a miniﬁg
section thet could not be worked out for years, ‘and that.“there is
reason to believe that theirs will be the best paying stock in the country.30
In September, 1853, the compsny paid its first dividend of eighty

dollars per share. At that time the constitution allowed two hundred
and seventy-five Shares, 50 the total dividend was twenty~-two thousand
dollers. John Wallace owned two shares.“* At the annual stockholders
mecting in Geptember, it wes decided to double the shares. Now the
shrewd businessmen with copital could assume majority control over the
winers. The suthorized number of shares was increased from two
hundred and seventy-five to five hundred snd fifty, snd the capitali-
zetien was incressed from two hundred znd seventy~fivelthousund to five
hundred ond fifty thousand dollars.

| The year 1854 was a good yesr for the shorcholders. In Barch, &n
original shere sold for fourteen hundred wollors, &nd in April one sold
for eighteen hundred dollers. Dividends were four per cent @ wonth
that spring esu suvmmer. Ho sheves were found in any stock markets;
every shave was lmmediately bought up in the Columbis vicinity when

ey .
known to be for szle.”” For the rest of the decade dividends varying

irom two to five per cent per menth were peid st HMills' beank when

vieter was in the ditehes, and from nothing to two per cent when the
ditches were dry.

The ¥ills Benk in Columbia was generally a very busy pluce.

-Orpide o Bl Inee Letters

32601umhia.ﬁﬂzette, Mareh 18, 1854,
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When the water compeny sharcholders weren't collecting their dividends
over the Honduras mahogany counter, dusty and dirty miners were tramping

over the marble steps to deposit snywhere from twelve to Seventy-five

‘thousand dollars of gold dust a day.S3 Until 1854 the bank was

open on Sundays. After that it stoyed opes wntil 10 P.M, on Saturday
evenings, and as many as forty miners lined up for a block waiting

to deposit their poke~ful of gold in the largest and safest firce
proof safe in toun, 54

As @ result of the miners' strike in 1854, the businessmen

shareholders had ochieved a majority control, and before the decade was

[}

over, D. 0. lills was the leading sharcholder in the company.3
At one time or another from 1853 to 1260 either B.'O.'ﬁills or Edgur
©ills held the offices of president, treasurer, or trustee.  During
the period of vigorous competition between the two cbmbanies from

1855 to 1058, the Tuolumie County Woter Compeny spent so nuch on
improvements and dividends thut it was necessery to borrow fifteen
thousand dollars from 0, 0. Bills, despite 2 monthly revenue from
water sales of twelve to thirtcen thousand dollors @ mcnth.36 By late
1838, though his brother Niles wes selling seven shores, D, Q, Hills
wos still buying them.S? John ¥ellace sold his eight shares in
February, 1858, In this year sheres were only worth one hundred

dollurs each, but after the Coluwbis end Stenislaus Biver Woter

 SJpuckbee Pepers. “Columbia Guzette, December 17

. SSunion Democrat, July 21, 1949,

- STorris Collection, fol. CG-207. - e
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Company was foreclosed in eurly 1039, they rose to @ value of two,
hundred and seventy-five dollors a shara.38 By this time the company

was in the grips of D. 0. Mills and his block, and a San Francisco

group, heoded by John Bensley, who owned oue¢ hundred and fifty-two

shares, und his cousin L, B. Benchley, who owncd nearly half as many

cs EBensley.

The Tuclumie County Woter Company begen the decade when one

45}

hundred end sixty miners decided they would bring ditch water io

their eleims. They =11 thought their claims would yield them a

golden fortune., Some few also anticiputed setting up business ostab-

lishaents to sceomsodate the ten thousand miners who would swarm 10
the rich placer fields, Some realized thelr sanguine gxpectutions,

others become discouraged or broke and quit, ond others wers soon

H
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significant menbers of the nwost powerful and imporiant

corporction in the arez duying the 1000's when the Hills and Sen

1

FPreneicos groups oesumed contrel.




CHAPTER V
STRUGGLES OVER THE JIGH COST OF WATER

The first decade of Columbia's existence was one of a con-
stant struggle for water -« a struggle filled with storms of protest.
by the miners because of high water raies charged them by the
Tuolumne County Weter Company. The Compeny was determined to main-
tein the high prices. At first it contested the demands with the
plea that it éust reduce its indebtedness. Later, expensive wpkeep,
repoirs, and dividends were used as arguments. It seemed .to the
miners, sfter repeated failures to achieve thulr gaal of securing
lower water rates, that they nust tahe energetlc action hgaznst
the company.l Thus 1t was deaid ¢ in one tunultuous wecting to effect
a one hmdred per cent_crippliﬂg baycett ggainst the Tuolumne |
County Water Compeny. The ensuing struggle between the two warring
camps wag one of the most notszble in the hiétory of the southern
mines.

when water wes first supplied the miners in May and June,

1852 from Five Mile Creek the pultry supply wes barely éncugh

Ithe Columbin Gazette, April 9, 1853, listed the water rotes
of ‘the Tuolumme County diteh comﬁhnles. u]llvﬁn Creeck ¥ater Company,
Tuolumne Hydraulic Association, and Woods Diggins Water Company each
churged four dollsrs a tom head. The Tuolumne County Water Compeny

,wchbrged six dollars for & nine inch tom siream head, These were the

- only watexr ccﬂpsnxms An tha COUﬂty et the tine.,3f,%; L
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to accommodate s twenty tom stresm. Generally speaking, @ tom stream |
was Jiteh weter diverted into a wooden channeled long tom for twelve
hours, fhe water being essential for separating the gold from the
dirt. General Bernard, the first Tuolumne County Water Company
superintendent, defined & tom streum 28s *g body of water coming from &
hole three inches square with a four inch pressure, [ihich meant/ the
velocity [weg/ not less than 12 to 20 miles per hour.“a Long toms
were generally mede for hine (three square) inches, celled miners’
inches, of wuter; und the users were charged by the tom head - six
dollars a twelve howr day.

A long tom was a tuelve Lo fifteen foot long wooden gutter,
psually six or cight inches deep, one Or twoe feet wide at the upper
end, vad double that width from the middle to the lower end. The
upper end contuined a perforated plote of sheet iron onto which the

“pay dirt™ was tossed. Directly below the plote was a #i{le box.

The fleor of the riffle box was laid with strips of wood twe inches syusre

and two inches spart, luid transverse to the divcction of the uater
cvrrent. kabter wes necessary to break the plocer gold away from its
erbedded condition within the earth. The steady streonm would force
the dirt down the long tom in @ swirling motion sllowing the finer
periicles to pess through the perforvated bottom 10 the riffle box.

heing one of the heaviest metuls known to wman, would crop

Gola,

- ghrough the bottom 0f the sieved iron plate ond become trapped be~ ~- . -0 . 3

hind @ wooden riffile.

SPGECn, v. COSRECe.
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Benerally, four men would decide to work as purtnefs, stake four

claims, build their long tom, snd conmence operations, if water was

- aveilable, Four men was the most workable and most ceonomic unit when

ditch compunies first introduced water to Columbia. Two men would
shovel the rich, red s0il into the upper end of the pine trough; and the
c0ld mountain water in the diteh would rush ond gush through 2 three
1nch squere hole at fifteen to tuenty miles an hour, forcing the
"puy dirt" to be swirled apd twisted in countless gyrations down the
tom, Another miner would prod the earth ot the wideneid section with
& rusty irom fork, as the rippling waters kept- the black gold-carrying
sonds on the bottom of the riffle hox stirred up ond freé, 50 the
heevier gold could eesily sink 1o the bottom, and be retained by the
riffle bars. The last man would be &t the Iower end t6 toss out the
ratiling stones ond pebbles to the "tallings” pile, so as to permit
the muddy, gold-free dirt sesy recees Cown the drainege ditch.®

The twenty tom stream offered only cighty winers an epportunicy
t0 resp wpy rewsrds frow the auriferouénsoil. Sore streems in the
upper levels of the basin were uged p second time by clains ot
lower elevations, so a little aver'Oﬂe hendred niners wsed the first
weter to Columbis, A great meny requests for water hed o be refused.,
Probably the eriginel sharsholdsys hod priority use of the wotor.
Meny of the miners, fortunsate enough to have the wse of the diteh

a8

weter, felt the price of six dollars

Lon sirewms wos too high,

- - e — “ . _
“Rodmen ¥, Paul, The Mingrs Own Book (Sezn Fronciseo: The Book
Club of Californis, 1949) p,n.
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The Tuclumnce County Woter Company kuew they were-charging 8
high rote; but after-oll, they had & monopoly, they hud a big debt to
puy off, und water was scarce,? The California miners visplayed o
generclly independent disposition, however they were in the habit of
making their own rules and regulutions end enforcing them. The
Célnmbia piners were of the some temporament @s the wulor compeny
- mansgers, end shortly after woter was dupplied thum, they desived @
reduction in water prices. They culled o public meetliny, Iistened to
pungent spocches end threstencd the wuler compuny 3L 1L would “not
come to theiy terms il reduce the price.”ﬁ A deputution wes sent to telk
te John imlloce, president of the compony and state theiv cese, Rulleoce
listened politely, then, occording to him, ke informed the group thot
their thrests wove futile, "thot I wny gentlemen could not ufford to
puy the prics ho sus not compelled to use it, thut there were plenty
others who would,” and that the compony would fix the weter roles; not
the miners.©

A secomd public meeting wes held in Columbio to heor the con-
mittee's report, and more spoeches were made. ‘Hollece's firm apd dlrect
snswer knocked the ordor out of them, though. They reclived their plight
vies hopeless, mnd despite the voeiferous cluwors of o few of tho
speckers, the meeting was adjourncd, The wator company singlod out the
most vociferous leaders for gpecial trootment wnd refused to sall

thum Wﬁtmr ut any priev. This anuc& ﬁhé fivst struggle betweon the

niners, aﬁd'tde vantralling intar §£5’ﬁf thé eanal GQH;bBY.;vHE?éEEE}FQ‘i

; . 'y Y N '. IA 1
#iallace Letters, Junwsyy 10, 1000,
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miners dared to gripe, for they wanted water to work their clﬁim
when more was avsileble; their holdings might be the richest in

the valley. |

It should be mentioneﬁ that despite the majority opinion¥tﬁat

water prices were too high some groups were satisfied with the rates,
'These lacal busivessmen and miners were speculuators, who owned olaims
adjacent to, or nearby the ditch, Though tﬁé‘earliest mining laws

of Columbia stated a miner could own only a single one hundreq‘foct
square ¢lalm, local citizens often staked throe or more along the cannl
route of the wplend dry diggings that had been heretofore neglﬂcted.T

hey were able tﬁ hold them withoui & squabble, because the mining
low specified they could be held without work until three days after

water ¢ould be procured. These speculators who led the miners in

their batile for a reduction of rates wished resolutions passed

"that no cleim would be jwspable for not using the compony's water,
anc to enchle them to hold some of these mining cleims ssered, whilst
G

they [werg] working out othors."Y These same spoeulstors were the

Tirst to apply for water al any rote.”

It wes difficult to prove definitely thet six dellers a tom
wae too much for waler, Some claim-holders were mnfortusste and
went breke paying for woter; some munaged berely to poy expenses and
moke @ few dollars a day; while others were reaping a golden harvest,

A determinetion of [air water rutes depended wpon & survey of the

olushit
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productivity of the Columbie basin and this, of course, had not been
done. |
| The wet sesson of 1852-53, beginning in October, came early
and provided an ample supply of water. The miners took advantage of this
free water, and wcrked-in the rain as hard as they could while they
hird plenty of water.lﬁ When the rain stopped they egain made use
of the newly filled ditch that sent & steady znd powerful streem
through their toms. Others, who were fortunzte enough to own clalms
adjscent to Hormen Creek or Matelot Gulch, continued to use the free
water with their long toms or rockers.
fy mid-Januery, 1855 four conditions pre svailed smong the
claim holders. Many were doing sbundantly well, despité high weter
rotes, Others were working the free water creeks in the heort of the
limestone belt to udvu#tage. Some, aftcr.paying the ditech company
six ¢ollurs ¢ day, were only meking erough to "pry {or water end
bozrs. "l 8till others werc geing broke fust. The lutier two groups
became incrensingly engercd at the Tuolumne Lounty Wateyr Company,
while the former two groups either agreed oy were sympath hetie with
them, A mass meeting was called at Cﬁlumﬁia on & Sunday, the miners'
duy off, in lste Janusry, 18658 in order to giscuss & reductien in water
prices. A hastily assembled committee proceeded to the woler company’s
office Lo relste their purpose. They wers informed by Edgor Kills that

.+ tha cemphny would not reduce its rates until it wes out of debi. The

caﬂpmny uﬂdouutualy fnlt W tar hmf;tﬁéiﬁégﬁéiib':1truc110u that mede.

100ds11 Letters, Junuary 9,.18537m

11€clumbig Gazette, Jeanary 2%, 1858,
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Columbie more prosperous then other towns, and if some vesentful

m;ners chose to leave, othexs would quickly teke thelr place.iz

The minors were grossly irvitated at the wuter company's response,
They circulsied @ stetement which declersd that the largest shure~
bolders of the company lived in the cities below the foothillsy that
their iaterests were not fgentified with those of the mitiers; sid
thut & lavge number of the stockhinlders were loboring men who were £0
wiell convinced of the exorbitent prices "thot they Eﬁ?r%] in fever of
u yeduction, but [}eré] over-ruled by the capitalists.“ig

I the company trustees would pot lower the rotes, wauy of the
niners dacided they would look {or snoibigy compiny to buy water {ron,
Ancther meeting weg celled in lste Jenusry, or vorly February., Cspiodn
John A, Peluer wos elected cheipman of the spirited group, Muny
ot the meeting pledged not o buy wetey frow the Tuolumne Company.
They pussed & yesolution to petition the Teolumne lydreulic Assecletion,
a pompeting ditch compuny under coustructios from the nounteins above
Sonore, 1o extend theiy diteh to the Colubie flut. They offered to do
the extro diteh work Loy this compuny et the veie of five dollurs &
duy, teking thelr pay in woter vhen it wos finished in Februery., 4
rusclution wes &lso pussed suying thelr cleinms wvould sol bo fovieited

Tor fulling to work them while they lebored for the compeiitive compuny.

YWipid., Februsey 17, 1823,

RS 4 SN P N S
C1SIbid, deaubry 22, 1850




Thus, the sovereign-mindsd miners left their toms sird slulces on the
ground to work for the Tuolumme Hydraulie Associstion, 14‘

Fortune was still on the side of the old company. The rebelliow
miners were active und earnest in thelr secessionist-like movement
and they had the sympathy of thelr fellow neighbors. However, these
soper neighbors were fivding the red dirt wes yielding iheir cleius
4 hell ounce ox more of golden reworde, hd wmony thought tonorrew
fight be t%e day & rich letd would he ciscoversd, ending in v scuire
foot pocket Jommed vith {ifty ounces of yellow cust.?™ The spring of
TEGS wes ope of the rickest in Coluubin's historyy st =g thelr dis-
coveries end optinden persisted, thelr interest waned o seeling
corvective price reductions, Thea, the competitive compsny fownd a
grevity flow route to Coluebic was impracticsl boosise of the naiure
of the grouwnd's slepe.  Thus, the Tusluase Cousty Witer Company
survived its cecond conflict with the miners,

The Twolumme Jounty Uiisy Uonpiny's ritches) i thundunes of

plicer goloy eugur prospoctors with shovels to satyiot it sni fu-

ey

proves long tomd und sluiecs to work ft; end the wet wlnter of 1852«
5% acconnted fov Colwedie's sudien mushrooming of populotion,

The L1040, 000 & weok wined by Coluebis's (ields pravaed o be an iyyoe

slsteble lure for thousends of seehexs of the precious wmeicl,

ldlbid,é_ﬁebruary 12, 1852,

e

Y ' .
150n0ra Horeld, February 12, 1653,
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wos relevent to the zbove menticned cirvcumstaonces,

The town of Columbiz is a large place considering the shert
time it has been in exictence. It has about fifteen thousand
inhobitants in the toun wnd immediately oround it, and in
fine weather business is very lively. About @ yeor and a
nalf ‘sgo when we sterted work, thers were enly twe leg cubins,
and two or three tents to be seen, the diggings around heve
having beea dsserted on accoust of the lack of water, As

" se0n 4§ our ¢ompany was orgnnized and commenced work, the
gown begtr ©0 grow and hes besn incrersing ever since gatirely
on the credit of our company, os it s well knowm thot the
1ocality wes rich sad enly wanted weter for its development.
The whele country for miles around Columbie is exceedingly
rich, sad will afford work for seversl yesrs, 0

¢

155% was & lusrative vear for the misers, merchants wud weter
¥ . ’
compuny., The claims avercged yislds at close 16 @n ousce & doy.

Frosperous miners mesnt prosperity for the mérchant, for why should

' one sove todey's earnings when tomorrew might bring 2 fortuwe.

Business was so good for the diteh compuny thet they wers ocul of
2ebt in Fugust, oxly two yeors sftey the formetieon of the compauny

ing water collections.

-+

ardd fourtees months after stew
i venenel of sgitition egeinst the cospeny Ceveleped when it
afficially euncupced it was out of debt, Frespeciors corforring with
ane tnother agein brocched the subject of lowering water retes. The
Liners' Committoe, © couscil of miners elected Lo eaiorce the mining
lews of Columbie, cecided they sheuld take the Yeadorship, Androw
Fletcher, president of the commitice and & very influcntiszl miner,
cclled & Seturdey cvening weetliug, December 17, «t the Columbic

e inte considerviion the best weins Lo be wlopted

1611600 Letters, Junuery 10, 1630,




to secure a reduction in the price now being peid for the use of
water."17 No results were accomplished, though, and when the com-
mittee dissolved itself in February, 1654, the only organized vestige
of resistunce disintegrated.

A new type of mining apparatus, the sluice came into vogue
in the Columbia basin shortly sfter the completion of the ditch
company’s works. It had been introduced and successfully wvsed by
river miners, The sluice was @ long, one level, shallow box, like
the bottom level of the loug tom riffle; however, the normal two
feot width wes wniform the eative fifty to ome hundred feel. The
miners realized the longer the sluice was, the less the probebility
sny gold purticles would escape one of its numerous viffles before
possing out the distont end, Host sluices required twelve miner's
inches of pressure, It wes placed in the side benk of the diteh,
"ond when the descent /Has sufficient, the whole mass of dirt, from
the finest particles, to stomes...of four or {ive inches in diameter,
[meni7 rvatiling down by thely oun gravity saud the force of the water,
the eutire length of the sluice,"lﬁ the gold being caught in the
:igfles. Slmiciﬁg was the most populer type of wmining wmethod in the
Colunhbia ores from 1852 to 1861,

Besides providing t%é grectest impetus to placer mining in

the aceede, the sluice intreduced some notable sociel chenges, The

L eurly 1ong Ton-eonporicy Tealized the benofits of the eluice, gan= | . ..

M Too1nmhis Gazette, becember 17, 1043,
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~ Tuolumne County Woter Compuny to buflq .

]

verted to them, and hired a half dous, 10 @ dusan wage earners; this

@ large number of men were concentruiyg in thy sren as cooperating

companies, rather than as individual ban and rorker miners. The

sluices reguired large water purchusss, Thig stimulated the
Qrger flumes and bigger

ditches to supply wore water. The Projects gay, employment to many

men and created a momentum for busings; expEnsio,, In 1653, Colwebiz

grew 1o a population of six thousany, The sluiee sise made mining

a lerge-scale operation. The long toy companie; g ing fnnr men no

becene employers of twice their numbe, OT WeT§ui with several other

copipanies., It is very casy to see iy the orguiizad voice of the

miners would soen be powerful. Thers . GLTE 80 Miny more miners.

. Columbis continued to prosper iy 1653 4uq 1654, possibly wore then
eny other mlning town in California, 1, Fareh, 1854, e Doily Alts
reporiey wrote that “If a person hug f231len wilezp in Columbia in

'21 and woke last Sunday, he would huy, ROTS Ciuse for sstonishment

\ - . 1%
than Kip Van winkle alter his roag sleuy, v iy, Lown had 50 progressed.

It was only ratural, as with ;) pl

SCCT nining cumps, that the

claims would eventuslly yield less dividends, Grantieg the fact that
some elaims weye Stlll pi’ylztg in Gumw, ar eyeg poands‘-g WaRYy mors

were ouly paying @ third to a half

-

“hosunce, {ive to ten dollars a
a0

:1 Js_; iw mszr:,algi_‘mf"n K0
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its six dollers a day‘rate; "By spring, 1855, the winers decidsd the E
Tuolumpe Water Company would not lower its prices unless they coopera-;
tively took harsh actiom against the coempany to satisfy their interosts.

The Tuolumne County Water Company's trustees' false sense of
security was sbout to receive a rude shock. On Horch 3, 1855, the
miners of the area held a weeting ot Major Alva Farnsworih's saloon ! %
in Columbia, Their priucipallgrievaﬂce was the high water rates |
charged them. They felt the “paying earth us compared with former
times" was giving out. The majaiity of miners using the coapuny's
weter, "do mot realize for thelr 1abor an average of two dollars per
dey."gg The compuny had long ago becn out of debt amd the price of

weter should be reduced from six to four dollars a day per tom sircam.

They also griped becense the compsny would sell water at a high level

claim, from whence the water would run down the teilrace ditch into

the company's ditch at the nexi louwer level enabling the company to |
eolicet over and over again 21l the wey douwn the slope. A comaittss

wus sslected to go to the canul cempany's office to reguest the

red

poie

price reduction at the conclusion of the meeting., Having ©

w

! their gricvances, the meeting wes sdjourned for one week, The
; weter conpony officers told the cemmittee they nesded one week to
contemplate their snswer., During this time, 2 petition, mentioning

most of the grievences stated zhove, was eirculeted and signed Ly

spproximately & thousand winers, end presented te the bosrd of

2lgolunhia Gazette, Hareh 10, 1655 ““Ibid,




The miners receivéd their answer on Merch 10th.. R, A, i
Robinson, secretary of the compeny, presented them the trustee's’
reply. "It has been, and s1ill is, the intention of the Company, to
reduce the rates of water from time to time, when it can be done
without too grest a sacrifice of their own interest."23 The reply
a%éo informed the petitioners that upheep expenses were the greatest
they had sver been, they were exponding operations to aiford a year
round supply ol water, snd furthermore dividends had been only two
per cent per month. The request for a veduction in rotes was refused,

The miners ¢idn't feel too sorry for the water company, though,
A mass weeting was called for Tuesday noon, March 13th, in front of the
Hethodist Church, ihile the town's cannon boomed and church bells
merrily rang, @ procession of thirteen hundred, preceded by the
American flag, o bend, &nd sign~carrying enthusiasts, morched around
town and back to the ciurch, where three thousund people gathered to
attend ihe momentous mesting., It was called to order by J. 4. Polwmer,
| and I, A, Stevens was clected choirmon,

the Honorable James A, Coffroth, Columbis's Assemblymon to the
state 1egisiuture, wis the keynote speaker. He opened his speech
with a bitter sttack sgoinst the water compuny by esserting:

Einers of this comﬁunity, you have for a long time been op~

pressed by the slledevouring monopoly, the Tuolumne County

nater Compony, whose controlling interests have been futtened
by the swest of the brow of the coreworn working man, =

p Coffroth said he had heurd a rumer the company might be forced

Pppie., Wereh 17, 1656, Zdppa.
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- by this meeting to reduce the price to their demends, but he added,

even thut wouldn't end their troubles. The company was not run in
the interests of the miners. It was a monopoly, controlled by
monopolists; benkers, and capital. A competing water company was
their only salvation, Coffroth said he and a few other reputeble men
hadforganizeé one for them ~- the Columbia znd Stunislaus River Wster
Company., It didn't have sny ditch or any money;‘but if it had the
miners' suppert, thet would be worth more than bonker's money. If
the miners would be wiliing to take their pay in stocﬁ, "they would
have a ditch built by the miners, for the miners, and owned by

wdd

winers, with 1ts main purpose bheing cheap water. He then urged:

thot all miners, und others frilendly to the cause, withdraw
2ll meney that they have in thet benk end invest whet they
can sperc in the new water compuny. Dut whether you put it
in the new company or not, draw it out snywsy, so that at
least it can't be used ageinst you by the controlling cor-
moragg of this monster monopoly with which we are now at

war }e
His tulk was followed by = most extended applause. Coffroth had
put into words what the miners wonted to hesr.

The miners' meeting that followed was one of the mOsL extra-
ordinery in the onnals of the scuthern mines.37 Josebh Creary was
appointed secretary and was instructed to draw up the reselutions as
adoptcd by the meeting. They decided to insert in the presmble

[
[P vs

that the Tuolumne County Water Company wos o "monster monopoly,

v ey

“l¢olumbis Times, October 12, 1G61.

~ : | -
“8601umbia_Gazette, Harch 17, 1855,




. quit mining.“” Thet night the frantic trusices of the old company

1

which refused to reduce the price of water. It was then r8901vedd

that the miners should boycott the comgany until @ full sluice stream

was supplied them for foﬁr dollars s dey, It was agreed they would
rever pey more, nor &llew others to pay morgs. Any miner wh§ did pey more

would have his name entered in a little black book. The officers of

the Columbia and Stanislaus River Water Compuny were requested to
commencs imme&iafé construction of their ditch,-éo as to give empiay-
ment to the miners thrown out of work by‘the boycott, Local citizens
were urged to withdraw their ﬁoney from the bsnks, as Coffroth
suggested, ond invest alllthey could offord in the new company.
Cleinms of miners would be protected ugsinst jumpers watil, at least,
Jenuery 1, 1856, for a ose dollsr recording fee. They were also
to put a sign or notice on their clzim to thut effect, Thereafter, g
throughent the whole basin, each miner put o sign on his cluim :
: |
resding: "Four dellars for waicy and no mare"‘g a5 © marker to show l
the claim was buried during the boycott,
The miners® strike, as it was commonly eclled, wus a one

hundred per ¢ent svecess., The fellowing day the workers unsnimously

EAT Y

called a boarﬂ meeting, They had not snticipsted such en effective
beycott, Since they had lost 211 their consumers, they were forced
to address & note to the revoliing miners, stating that if they would

aelp_eﬁlarge their Qitch, receiving wuter scrip @t the rate of four

“9‘"ru baae, Ghnst Toun (New York: Alfred A, {néph,'1941) p. 62,

it i

‘t”oluvi Gergtte, Moreh 17, 1655,
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dellars a day ss pay, they;would acceée to the mineys' demands, The‘
miners had once agein demonstrated their independent spirit, Thisl
was the biggest battle they had fought with the weter compsny, and
they jubilantly claimed a victory. After three days of striking,
they went back to work; but Monday, March 20, 16335, wss to be set
aside & celebration day in honor of ithelr achievement, Tables

were set autside.running nearly the whole length of Loshington Sireet.
Free food and drinks were offeved sll day in honor of their triumph.
It was @ victory celebration unpuralleled in the southern mines,
Never before had a group of California miners been sble to challenge

£

s0 successfully eny water compzny.

< S ’ )
ryotumne Courier, December 4, 18359,




uatci rutes was the delS ;or ulscantent wlih the cowpqny By nid~

CIAPTER VI

COLUMBIA AND STANISLAUS RIVER

WATER COMPANY

The columbie miners had labored eurnestly to bring water to
town, they quarreled end sparred with the Tucluune County licter Company
for nearly thrée years to reduce its pricé. Intense 6ppoéition against
the canal company was moderated becouse the miners were sluicing
rewarding discoveries of goid. GraduallyAthe rich grounds yielded

legs "yellow dust" to the claimholders, @nd by 1834 ﬁany were

realizing ouly ten or twelve dollars a day, while rendering six dol-
loys for wuater. After peying for food and bosrd, & few eoccusional
clothes, éupplies, entertainuent on Ssturday evenings, end water, the
prospector had slim chance of returning triuwphontly home with his
golden fortune. #Agitotion by mess meetings, including keynote speeches
eganingt the Tuolumne County Woter Company in 18352 and 1833 feailed

to schieve the desired gosl of the miners. hon the Miners' Com-
mittee that was orgenized to pressure the compony into reducing water
rates came to an end in February, 1654, hope for a reduction iln weter
rates reached its lowest ebb,

The foilure of the Tuolumne County ¥ater Company to lower its

185 u,'locgl gold seekers, l1ke ;orxer mxners Conﬁlttte presiaent
indrew Fletcher, desired lower retes to imereuse their working mergin, -

61
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These miners also wanted an extension of the checkerboard maze'bf ditches
in the basin supplying the claims with water. There was still a vast
amount of rich land that had never been properly exploited; and
intelligent men, such as Fletcher or A. F, Windler, local merchant and
owner of one of the richest claims in the area, could make a few extra
dollars buying and selling claims, MNiners an@ merchants pleaded with
the company to extend their lines to the Hain Fork of the Stenislaus,
build mountain reservoirs, and enlsrge their flumes and ditches to
bring a year round supply of water to the area, Local businessmen were
also envious of the compuny's enormous profits and generous distribution
of monthly dividends. Many alert businessmen knew the ditch company
had grossed as much as nine thousand dollars in a single week, had
paid off one third of a million dollars of debt in fifteen months and
had paid nearly fifty per cent in diviéends from mid 1852-to mid-1854,
including four per cent a month for the last two springs and summers.
Whatever the reason for dislike or envy of the ditch company,
the Tuolumue County Water Compeny's failure to lower its rates was the
most important issue that led to the formation of a rival concern,
the Columbia and Stanislaus River Water Company. On August 20,
1854, a group of townsmen met at Colonel Thomas Caznean's house on
liain Street to discuss a new ditch route to the diggings, Among those
in attendsnce were Andrew Fletcher, A, F. Windler, J. B, Paiterson,

the Caunty ASSessor and TLolunne County Nater Company cherier secre-

tcry, ‘water specul tor John Jolly husinessmeu Joseph Spears and

o William MeKintv. and two miners named Armstrong ond Ross, Caznesu, who .. ..
3 really

was editor of the Columbia Guzette, ogreed to finance a survey. It
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1 4

was dacidéd they would call themselves the Miners Independent Watér
Company, Their objective was to bring water from the Hain and South
Forks of the Stanislaus River to Columbia and vicinity. Caznean was
elected secretary.1

The new company held secret meetings during the next few wecks

1

at Caznean's housa.> Why these meetings were secrot is not clear, but
it was not wntil the first week of September, Iéﬁé, that the Golwmbia
Clipper could report, "It is rumored ihat & new water company has been
formed."3 while rumors were civeulsting, Willism Trask was hired by
the group to survey the new'reute;- He was assisted by Spears and
Fletcher, On September 26ih fhe new compuny held its first public
meeting, A committee of ten was chosen to dreft @ comstitution und by-
lews. This commitiee comsisted of James Coffroth, Jomes HelLeen, S,
Enapp, €. J. Brown, Dr. Gibbs, Trask, Fletcher, Cazoneou, HeKinty, and
Sindler.é

The festure reports of the evening were given by Trask wnd
Fletcher relating the results of the survey snd the proposed diteh, The
new route would start at the Main Fork of the Stanislaus, wind down
the south side of ihé slope, cut across @ low pass between the summit
ridge of the Meainm Fork und South Fork, and then down @ craggy cenyon

to neer the South Fork, e distance of twenty-ome end a half miles.

Ipcice, v. CESRNCa,

“Columbis Gamette, November: 50,1888, ~w-il v

3

s
veolumpia Clipper, September 3, 18854,
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1

The first cight miles would be through a dense growth of pine and.

cedar, over a deep, heavy lowm that would be essy t0 ditch, Three

of the next four miles to Rocky Bluff required fluming, while some ground

conld be excavated. The last nine or ten miles to the South Fork
hed three, high bluffs to pass sround, otherwise it was a feirly
gasy section to flume. The?e was an wbundunce of usable fir along
this upper section, snd each mile could supply its own requirement
{or timber,

The new canal would cross by flume fifteen feet over the
rushing 3cuth Fork et & point six milés asbove the beginning point
of the old compony's dam, The ditch would then wind its way ulong
2 the north slope of the mountiain to the headwaters of oods Creek,

from where it could he diverted to cnywhere in the mines. This

fd

scotion would be twenty-five miles long., Trask estimated the whole
cenol would be forty-six miles leng, supply four to five hundred
tom stresms, ond cost three hundred and fifty thousend Gollers.
The Hzin Fork would supply plenty of water, even in the dryest times.
He felt the project would be worth doing, even if it cost & hulf
million dollers, beczuse “the swmmer is the time that matex is
revicd in the mines more thun azny other, and w ¢iteh that cap supply
the mines the whole yeur, wust pay."g

The new cunal cnmpany wos officiclly orgenized in Columbis

o uatoqﬂr “1 1 Thc Olach 11np haf been SHrVuj“u, the

Gﬁﬁatifﬁiiﬂﬂ ﬂﬂo bjnidhw cammlttcu hd& met gnd wes reduy ta pru ent
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its proposals, and the Miners Independent Water Compuny members were.
present, It wes decided to change the name of the orgonization te
Columbia ond Stenislzus River Water Company. James Coffroth was
elected president and Andrew Fletcher, superintendent.6 Coffroth

said the purpose of the new company was to supply the miners with
“chaép, abundent snd constant water."T Four hundred and {ifty tom
streans, at three of four dollays n tom-head, were to provide the
miners yesr rownd water. There would be an smple wpount of water to
supply the numerous dry diggings in the flat that the Tuolumne County
Weter Company wos wnable to serve. The espitsl stock was esteblished at
three hundred thousend dellars, divided into fifteen hundred shares wouth
two hundred dellsrs ecach. It wos estimated the sale of water would

pey for the entire cost of the company in one year,

The historicel writings end contemporary conception of the
Columhisz znd Stenislzus River ¥ater Company is thet it was & company
organized, built, and owned by the minevs. The romantic notion was
thot the winers, becoming tired of the oppressive zetions of the
Tuolumue County Water Company aguinst them, 6rgs d their own
miners® compuny. This is only portislly irue, 0f the men previously
mentioned ws lesders of the Miners Independent Hater Compuny, Spprox-

inately half were wminers end hell were werchants oy businessmen.

érlc complete list of officers was as followss Fresident, Jumes

- Ho Coffroth; Hecroiexry, Thomes Ceznenu; Superintendent, Andrew Fletchur'
7 aﬂglﬂear SR BT ,le Trustees,. Joanfually ey AT, iin&ie;, T ,,¢j~~
T Enapp, Jdmes NeLean, - whitman, oad 8 Eﬂﬁﬁrﬁﬁll Columbia Gazetie,
Oatcbyr o4, 1854,

feyolumme Courier, December 4, 1830,

L s
Yifeckendorn snd Wilson, p.@-4i.
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Fletcher, as former presidemt of the Miners' Committee, and Windler,

owner of the rich Windler elaim, were outstanding mining leaders,

Thomas Cazneau, Columbin Gazette newspaper editor, end Janes Coffroth,
state assemblyman, were ouisfﬁnding businessmen leading the company's
development,

| James Coffroth, "known as Columbim's Favorite Son,“9 arvived
in San Froncisco in 1830 when he was twenty~ane-years ¢ld., He came
to Sonora ir May, 1881, where he was employed by L. C. Gumn on the

Sonors Horsld &s @ writer. He left the Herald to study law; but was

elected to the state éssembly in 1851, He was speaker of the sssembly
in 1852 and 1853, snd wss 2 cendidate for governor in 1855, When he
wasn't in Sacramente, Coffroth wes sindying 1sw or working on his
gold claim at Coluﬂbzu.lﬁ fle was the first prc81ﬁent of the new
company, cnd geve the feomous celebrstion speech when the ditch was ;
completed in late 1858

The Columbiz and Stonisleus River Water Compuny was offieially
organized on Octobsr 21, 1854, but construction en the ditch line
did mot begin watil Rurch 19, 1855, For five months, operstions were
obstructed for s number of reasons, First of all, the new company
had the winers' blessing because it pledged to lower the water rates,
but it didn't have sufficient miner backing, The miners wished a

four dellars tom streanm- prlce all right, but they would rather shovel

53 .
?sdware F. 9 Duy An Bereﬂlutlﬁﬁ of James Cof rﬂth (b

Francisco: John Neish, Frinter, 1926) p.17. . . 5f"fuffff:L:’;if:;é;L_:i

Wusltace L tiers, Februury 131, 18354,




"pey dirt” inte thelr sluices than dig ditches for the mew compeny for
water gerip, Thelr zeal for revenge 2gainst the eld company was

not so strong as it had been in early 1853, when they resolved at a

- public meeting to boycott the old company, and cdig ditches for the

Tuolwme Hydraulic Association for scrip. HMost ditch companies were
storted by local miners or businessmen, snd it vould have been almost
impossible to construct one enless much of the work wss done by miners
working for serip. An insufficient concentrction of ecapital ond
excessive interest rates of five or ¢ix per cent & menth esmpelled
most compsnies to pay the workers in shares or in serip redeemsble
for witer. Lock of populur miner support and f{inances %are the mein
problems confronting the new Coluwbia end Stanisleus River Weter
Conpeny.,

Lack of sufficient finunces ond scrip workers becume the inmediste
coicern of the wew company. Renlizing these were thelr main problems,

A, F, tindler andg L. ., Gunn, who hed been editer of the Sonory Hersld

since 1851, prepared ® pamphlet enmiitled "Fuets for the Pecple,"li

te wrge the miners to help in construction of the rew ditch, and to urge
the local citizenry teo purchase shsres. One or two thousznd copies

vieye published end Fletcher, Windler, end Guan spent much of November
ant December, 1854, truveling through the mines and towns distributing
copies end talking io the people.iZ

Another twEtic the Columbia and Stonislous Hiver Water Compeny

oo oA lyeute. s - COSRESR. . o e
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employed was for its officors to visit citizens of surrdunding towns
to craate good feeling and to get solicitations for the undertaking,
The old company was aceussd of spreeding unfavorable rumdrs about
thé.new diteh line, and they wished to suppress them, In order to
make the shaves us atiractive as possible, they were offered on
ressonable terms for o tem per cent aown payment.lg Kany of ths
citizens of Sonors werc duly impressed, and avgsmmittee of Senoran
citizens, headsad hy_ﬁaptain Fillen, wes oppeinted to weet with the
now compoay's dirszeters end follow the lise of the proposed cansl
16 the sterting point to satisfy its pessible citizenry investors,

Captain Millon spoke very favorably of the onterprise sftor
his investiguition'und steted that there were uo obstecles on the
coute which could not he evercame.“lé He found sixty cubic feet of
weter in the mein branch of the Stenislads, but dircownted one-third
because of the recent reains and snows, He thonght there would still
be an auple zupply even with @ loss by helf from lezkage, ehsorrtion,

evenaretdan 19
B evaporation,

[£»]

Hespite o lack of community fervor for the new project; the

eggressive palicies of the company persusced the county cltizanyy |

&

ot
@

to buy a good portion of the stock befors the year was owi, and

#11 ihat vemeined to push the work to & ripid completion woe'Tor the

31

businessmen of Stockton end Sen Francisco to come up and give us =

igatumkia Gozette, Movember 18, 1654, - - o

14

Scervmento Deildy Union, November 7, 18534,
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helping hend, 10 4 company built by the miners, for the miners,land
owmed by the miners, would not seek outside capital, especially one
consisting of men acquainted with the water rate policies of the old
company. The liners Independent wWeter Company zt this point consisted
of many influential merchent-organizers, such as Coffroth, Cazneau, or
Jolly, who were in complete sympathy with the miners because of
pelitical or business ressons, They were also interested in diviﬁends -
returns as high as four per cent & moath, the amount the old company

was paying, Thesc dividends wouldn’t be puid unless the company could
finence the cmnal, or unless miners would work for scrip., "Facis for
the People” was begiuning to erouse the emotions of the "eppressed"

gold seckers, but the mipners' strike was the event thet made construction
pessible,

The miners' strike of Herch 1655 was effected muinly because of
the high price of water. The strike involvad the interests of the
ainers, the two wster compinies, end much of the county, At the Mareh
1Gth, Columbiv meeting ettended by three thousand miners, it wes ra-
gsolved thet no more water would be purchssed by =ny miners until
the Tuolermne County Weter Compeny reduced its retes {rom six dollers &
pige inch tom stresm o duy to four dollars. It was further resolved
to recuest the Columbie sud Stonislaus River Water Compeny to begin
construction irmedivtely so as to provide omployment to the striking

;miﬁE%ggji?n&ﬁfféSalufiéﬁ?fo;lewgé;updnVthe‘pramiseiofﬁﬁr;Lﬁoff?bthj?t“fr»

vo finsnce the canal's construction to the South Fork cnd the pledge

Ypaily Altz Califernis, December 13, 1864,
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of the compuny not to ehcrge more than four dollars a tom-head,

It wes the dawn of @ new and more prosperous era in the minds
of thousands of the miners when the new compeny begged to acquiesce
ﬁo their demands. Construction commenced Kondey, March 19, 1835,
when th;ee hundred men_began labaring for four dollars a day paycble
in stock. Lnthuaiaatic shareholding miners felt this was their
company and they willingly traded digging gold for digging ditches.
Sage old-timers were deiermined this compony would be operated in
thelr interests. Though started as @& competitive concern, the miners'
strike tronsformed the new company to & "miners' ditch”, the majority
of them becoming swall shorcholding cmners,l?

Jomes Coffroth, president of the new cowmpuny, speaker of ths
state Assaubly in Secremento, and cslled "Columbia's Faverite Son,”
initisted the ground-brecking on Konday, ﬁarch_l?, 1655, and dug
ditches eight along with the othey wen, 10 4 competent corps of onglneers
directed three hundred stordy miners. They were willing to teil fifty
days fox one chure of ovmership. work wos performed with the feeling
they were laboring for their compeny to reduece water rotes to their
demanded price, Some groups forwed eomponies and controcted their
izbor on hcolf wile or mile ssetions in exchenge for steck.lg Such

enthusiasm proveiled, that most supplied their own blaﬁkets, shovels,

picks and provisions. Herchonts supplied others with foed &nd pro-

”1T€olumbia Tiﬁas?fﬁpv :bur 1 ; 1$&J. '

18%’Bay, Perll,

Yoolumbin Tines, berch 52, 1635,
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visions, Everyone was 50 happy the project was under way that enother

celebration was held. The Columbis Times told the men to "stick {o

your work, you brave miners, and when you have finished, it 1s yours,
end you will havé a voice in its management."ﬁo

Sacrifices, contributions, lebor, and encouragement were offered
to the new company. So zeclous were the workers thot by esrly June
twenty miles of the big ditch were completed hptween the South Fork
end Columbie, The first twelve miles of ¢itch from the river towards
town were three feet deep and six feet wide ot the bottom with a fall
of sixteen feet per mile, The last twelve miles to Columbia were
two snd a half feet deep, four and o helf feel wide &t the bottom with
& descent of fifteen feét per mile.EI The last four miles 1o the
river were Soon finished, but the 1855 summer wes so dry there was

o woter.

The first soction cost one nundrod and £ifty thousand dollars,
but without e yeaﬁ round supply of weter, the capnal would be no morc
effective then the old cowpeny’s, so it was cecldaed i once to continue
operations to the Main oy Middle Fork oy the Stunislaus Riyer. -
“nginesrs had been warking hetween the two forks, or upper line, since
the beginning, &nd & considerable amount of timber for fluming pur-
poses hud slready been cut., There were some contradictory reports
chout the weter supply in the Hain Fork, where the concl would tap
the river, HMr. wWilson, one of the engineers, placed @ test flume in

thc river und saleY calculated ihefav%ilﬁbility“nfxw ter &t'uxght =

hnnureu tom stromms pﬁr thnty-faur hourd, bnough to uu[ Iy tnn

T T e - SO P
201pid,  “lileckendorn and wilson, p.25. “+Ibid., p.<5.
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fhousand miners.zg ‘Yore ditches wers dug and flume construction
commenced because the upper line consisted of very rugged‘ferraih.
By the end of 10835 the company had expended a querter of a million
dollars.24 The cenal was finished to the South Fork, but the upper
line would tuke nearly three more yesrs to finish,
' The Columbia nnd Stanislous Concl Compsuy had monaged to
schieve construction at a2 vapld rate spurred'bn by @ lerge expenciture
in 1653, The next three years witnessed g continued outflow of funds,
ané though the lower lines' network of csnals were extended, the upper
mipers' ¢iteh work progress proceeded very slowly, Seven hundred and
fifty thouwsend dollars were sp»nt from 1855 through 1BUE by the new
ompeny, Ruch of this monasy was derived Irom water s les following
completibn of the diteh to the South Fork. In the Columbia basin, new
diguings were opened up by the broeaching of toum str&um ditches, and by
eaxly April, 1056, the canal wos completed to Buld Mountuin, Yenkee
3111, and Gold Hill. The Gold Hill comp sletion called for a grand
gzlebration, Bonds, poredes, speeches, ringing of church bells, s one
23

huendred gun salute, and frec drinks highlighted the occusion,

Vngineers were encountering more difficult tasks on the upper

line, however. by early 1834, five differeat surveys had bheen mude
in an effort to find & gradusl grevity flow line from the iddle Fork

1o the South Fork. Trask's origingl survey routed the ditch through

'*[“”b*q Fr“391a59 Deily Heve :1d, Ootober 21, 1855,
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“Aez1ifornis Lhreﬁlcle Jauuary 21, 1656,

20naily Alts Celifornis, April 4, 1856,
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a low pass batween the rugyed ridge sepurating the tw§ fiver ﬁf§ncﬁes.
This was shown to be unworkshle oug¢ it was deeided in April te dig @
tunnel thres thousand feet through the dividing ridge. This Herculesa
chore began June 18, 1856, and was not finished until Bay 47, 1857.
Eény hod doubted the execution of it, and "others shook their heads and
arguad it would teke from two to three years 1o finish 50,0 when
cempleted it was 3,162 feet long, six feet h1én, seven feet wide with 8
fa1l of seventy~two feet per mile. .It was flumed the entire length,

Lost of the ditch excavating was finished on the upper line by
the middle of 1857 when the tunnel was finished. The diteh was threo
feet deep'snd fifteen feet wide on the bottom, the 1 rgest in the
state end cepsble of running five hundred sluico stresas. Jeven wiles
of trestle work were finished ot this time snd ready for plenking,
so &5 to cerry the immeuse nine feet wide cnd four foet high flume
seross it. 4 San Francisco newspaper reperter wrote that the "fluwxng
connected with this diteh is the best I huve seen in the stete. "0 It
wes estimsted the upper line would he Ziuished by September 20, annd -
since the South Fork would give out by August lst, the Columbin oud
Stapislaus would have & yesr vound supply of weier wnd the Tuolwuns
County Woter Compony wouldn't

The completion date was merely ai optimistic hope, for ciffi-

culties held up the celebration date for & year. The fluming proved

¥

*é crcnnvta Laily U?zoﬁ**JLne 3 1&

2H1pig, . June 19, 1057,
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to be more difficult than estimuted, One section had to be hung by
chuins fastened to irvon staples driven into the granite rock. Workers
had to be dropped over the edge of the cliff by ropes, where they hung
until the work was doms. It was reported: “the works of this company
sre the most gigentie of zny of the kind before attempted in the stote, <0
sicked winter ruins sad the worst snows in six yeurs delayed con-
struetion for four months until Februsry, 1838, and Indian troubles
the stme ﬁautﬁ caused slarm when one worker was killed in an Indien
sttack on the upper 1ine. %Y The winter winds blew down the high
aqueducts cuusing {ifty to seventy-Live thousand dollars dumsge, and
requiring much additional repair werk. When it was thought the
upper line wes nearly finished, the everflowing streem from the

Bein Fork wes delayed becsuse of shrinking timbers end lesking {lumes,

Tnda

!
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oh requirsd cusulking. Finully, on November =9, 1G58, after three
end & hulf years of enterprising cifort, the second lergesi and most
expensive water ditch in the stete wss [inished, It had bezen "cone
structed almost entirely by the unzided exertions of the lsboring
porticn of the community...uvithout the assistence of monied capitul."51
fiew ufter o wmillion dollers in expenditures, sixty wiles of ditches
could supply @ yeur round quantity of flve hundred sluice stredms for
ten thousend miners.

The grestest celebretion in the history of Celumbis wus held

 ou November 29, 1888, when tie blue waters from the Kein Fork of the

29¢pcynmonto Uoily Uniod, April 20, 18056.

SOpeily Alte Celiforniz, Februery 17, 10358
21

Soevemente Ueily Union, April 25, 18656,




,“Whlk ers. wWho UL CONPERY *upflzeb pravi° ons.r

Stunislous River fell in three besutiful cascades in Columbia,. A
huge and colorful parade started the day's festivities. The Columbia
and Stanislous Compony's trustees snd officers led the parade in a

magnificent currizge., They were followed Ly the Saw Fill Flat

infentry, the Sonora Band sznd five department, the Columbia city

trustees end Bruss Bend, and the Springfield Artillery Company with
their big cannon, Following these groups were the jubilant miners

and men who built the ditches and flumes on the cansl, the Winers'
Committee, one thousand streng headed by their president, Colonel I, A,

Steyens, came noxt, followed by 2 long column of elated, sowme inebri-

£

cted, miners, four ebreast
The persde wes followed Ly & stirring spesch by Jemes Coffroth.

Be gave s brief history of the new cewpuny snd siressed the significance
of the day, The simiy wiles of ditches end flumes plus twenty miles
of ditches through the virious mining distriets, ot & cost of over a
riliion dollers, wore emphosized In relotion to the tesk performed

1} the importence to the cwwwnity., Ceoffiroth sceffed ot the
“Freifie Bsilrewd” worrying abont oxirevagtai costs . "ihy, here are
o few mountain towns expending over o million oen a work of merely
locsl importence. Here is on exwmple to the world eof whet & small
portien of the fmericon people cen do when they work in earnest]"oF

The skil¥ful ”,chhcr ther elaborated chont the hardshipe of the

contuined, First, we had huhx - just plain beans; next ceme

e v S . . s .- e
GeColpmbia Gezette, November tu, 1859,

It mig Lt-bu lntlraht hg tQ know what 6ur blll of fore gﬂnerallvlj;4*l< o




76

been soup, then hoiled hemns- then, by way of chunge, haked
beans; for entremets, we had beans wlso, Then we hs 4 'beans
4 lz mode,” For dessert we hed cold bemns! in fact, beans
were the zlpho and omegs of our euisine, 33

Coffroth received a cheering ovation from the celebrants, Then

the whole mob marched back to State Street, where free supper was
served to over ten thousend cheerful eitizens. After supper, wild
parties ensued, the sheriff wos murdered, end en unprecedented
display of fireworks entertained the miners and-ﬁéople.34

The exultent happiness of the miners and the new water company
was short lived, however. The gradual decadence of the rich, red
placer fields brought the eventual decline of precious gold dust

payments to the compeany, Financial difficulties were 10 be a pressing

problem. The Columbia and Stanislaus River Water Company wss organized

a5 @ competing company &gainst the capitelist Tuolumae County Wuter
Compuny. It was built by leczl miners, and in large pert owned by
locsl small shereholding miners., Its purpose was generally equitable
end denocretie, but nature and cepitel weve ggainst it from the

begiming.

1}1

p 34he Columbia szbtte. November 30, 1009, reported the murdere
.was, drunk, He_was_immedietely arrested. nn i Ien to. thersannru Jell,
was convicted in Junvary, 186 (ﬁolebla bdzetie Junaurj i, lté“) ﬂnm
sententzd to gie, : :

T
He




L ”"*ﬁ*‘in thc1rr&1tch&s, thas eompeny.. seid frow seven to ten thousand |

B

o e S -

CHAPTER VII

TUQLUMNE COUNTY WATER CORPANY ‘ ?

Yersus

~ COLIMBIA AND STANISLAUS RIVER WATER COMPANY

Columbia reached its zenith in 1&35."Population was stabilized
at six to seven thousand people, over half of whom were miners,

gold production averaged one nundred thonsend dollars a week, and

business flourished, The year 1855 was imporisni to Columbia for

other reasons, too, The miners® strike led to the construction of the

Colurbia end Sianisleus River Water Company, forcing the Tuolumie
County Wster Compeny to lower its rales, giving rise to a feverish
competition betwsen the ditch concerns for the rest of the decada. It
2lgo prowpted the cleim holders 1o intensify their wining efiorts,
resulting in the riehest harvest of the decade. Business expansion,
increesed building construction, and the pesk of Columbia's soeinl
:nd cultural developments followed. Uhile 1655 through 1858 were
certainly boon yéars for Celumbia, these heetic years were followed
by a permusent succession of diminishing gold returns by 1859,

The Tuolumne County Water Company was in an excellent position

1o control the”water business until 1855, ihen water was availsable

Py

eollars wnrth*a weak; hhen 1o mater wWas anildhle the nminers uaited L;f
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the alweys plentiful Main Fork of the Stanisleus Rivef presenté# a

new problem to the old company, This outfit had the miners® support,
) Host miners preforred to purchase their water from the ﬁew company,
since they were the principal shareholders. If the Columbia und
Stenislaus Compeny would run competing ditch lines full of water
'all year parallel to the old ditch line, the Tuolumne YWater Company
might be run out of business. It was thus dééided they must enter
the struggle to procure a yesy yound suppiy of water,

The swmer of 1855 was unususlly dry, and both companies
wented to safeguord sgainst futwre water famines. In the next three
years "they outdid each other in enlorging their ditches and in
exiending them still higher into the mounteins in ordar to tap
ucditional sources of supply."l

While the new compsny chose to tap the Kiddle Fork to inmsure
their supply, the old outfit decided to build bigger cems and
reservoirs to store weter for use when the rivers guve out, B, 0,
Eills supplied the Tuolumne County Weter Compeny with & few
generous loans enubling them to spend one hundrsd ond twenty-five
thousend dollars en reservoirs, dams, und bigger {lumes sud ditches,
while their competitor wuas spending twice that zmount in getiing

their line storted in 1855, Progress was so rapid the Sen Froncisco

Derald reported:s "This is the last seeson in &1] probability we

L)
n.‘g- o

woae? - oshall went-fer-a -supply-of-water, '™ Thig hepe-for en-iscrossing.. -
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“Son Francisco Herald, October £, 1835,
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and undiminishing flow of water was never fully realized;_despiteﬂ
annual predictions to the contrary; yet, this prospect was incentive
for the two companies to work even harder fa year round woter.

The Tucluune County Weter Company'began construction of three
huge dams in 1855 and 1856, One, called Big Dom, was nearly sixty
miles from Columbia on the South Fork. The biggest was built at
Strawberry, fifteen miles below Big Dam, at a cost of $135,000,

It wes one mile long, & half mile wide, and thirty feet deep when
full, It was built of strong, stout timbers crossing at right angles
.eight feet mpart, like the four sides of @ log cabin, The compartmemts

were filled with rocks and boulders, The completed dam furnished

[

a reserve of water for fifty or sixty days when the rivers gave out,
Meny reservoirs were puilt on the old company's ﬁpper line for the
seme purpose. The Columbis snd Stanisleus Company erected a huge dam
where it tapped the Main Fork shove Dompell's Flat, Lyon's Dam, a5
it wos named, was built entirely of logs, and was one of the "most skilliul
englneerl g feats of the early mining days."”

tThe construction of reservoirs was importent in the Columbia
area, as well es in thé.higher mountaing., The upper line reservoirs
held water for use in the late summer when Weler was scaree. Those

puilt ayound the diggings held the water thal ran threugh the flumes

i (.1 nustrzpts, end nepspaper clippings about La1170rn13, EGHCYGft
Librevy, Uriversity of bulliﬂrﬂlﬁo

Ygana Bryen Buckbee, The Saga of 514 Tuolumne (Ee: York:

Press of the Pioneers, 19385) p.276.

o Segigeell? 5‘€craps," Vol. III, p. 50, Collection of ﬁictureeff. s
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ana ditehes st night an& on Sunday, when the miners weren't working.s
This supply of Wutbr was then rGIEd‘Ld the next day to other ditches,
In ihis munner, twice as miny tows could be supplied us the normal
tuelve hour‘day tmount could provide.

Ditehes and flumes ware enlerged to cirry more water. The
Jate 183G ditches were three «nd four times us wide &s the first ones
dug. More woter was needed o supply the sewdr and deeper Jdiggings.
Both compunies competed to extend their ditch lines to previously
unsupplied tom stream eluims, They alsc_realized greater quentities

of witer would be needed in the dry sesson for deep claims.  as early

&8 Sepiember, 1054, the Columbis Gezotte reported ihe surfuce plecers
were {airly well worked over.é fiter the Columbiz wnd Stenislous
River Compeny's line wug begun vnd miners fell on sssurence thet
plentiful watey would be previﬁsﬁ them, they begun sinkirg shifts

to bedrock, sometimes og $e@p 8 one hundred fuet.? Wen urduously
henled the red dirt to the top in buckets tied teo long ropes., They
tested the gold ©ll the Wiy cown, miking sure it wonld pey. The
provlem with deep "ClalMlﬁg' Wes thot the winter reing, either by
circet £ol1l or the subﬂequent rising of ihe woter tuble, filled

up the heles; so wher the diteh campeny ¢ffcered suleuble weter, their

clulms were not workeble., after the wieter was punped out in Fareh,

i

“Wtllece Letters, July 18, 1853,
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they only had three or four months' use of ditch water before the r;ve}s
geve out, This deep claim dilemma could only be solved by a copious
supply of sﬁmmar and fall water, and the ditch companies were spending
vast sums'tn oblige all hands.

Beginning with 1856 Columbia witnessed its most prosperous spring
up to that date.T These good times were caused by deep "claiming”
operations, the greater quentity of water made available by the two
companies and 2 reduction of rates to a level of two dollars & tom
where the componies wers competitivé. Honey was abundent and general
prosperity exlsted in all-places end all spheres of commerece snd
industyy. Dusiness thrived, water was plentiful and cheup, gold
wes ebundent, and general-Optimism abounded. ©Gold production grew
10 sn average of seventeen thoussnd dollars & doy Irom March through

June.ﬁ

Prosperity wes soon curtoiled, though., An early, dry suumer
set in before the Tuolumue County Veter Company could finish its
great dams and veserveirs, Since the new compuny's line wes ealy
cempletad to the South Fork, aéother water famine sent the miners on
their usual sumeer departures to the river bars that July.

Some miners did not lesve for the rivers, These were the
clein oymers themselves, mnd not their hired sluice luborers. They
started piling their dirt up nesr the sluices making preparations
for the immense harvest of gold when the winter roins would set in

uposn them. The roins did not come til lete December, end the

aealiforaia'ChrOﬁiclﬁ, tpril 21, 1856, end Ssa Freneisecs -

Deily Hersld, June 11, 1606,
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sicromento Baily Union rebnrted, "He never sow such dull times ss

ol present in Columbia? Wi;haut woter or moeney., | when thé“rains'came,
the spirit of depressioﬁ teft, fivery eveileble miner threw himself
into the work of washing td the exclusion of every other thought.
Long lines of men on boih sides of the sluice toiled with vigorous
energy nticipating rewirding discoveries, |

Gold productiou.in the spring of 1857 was the best it héd ever
been. HYet seeson rsins were the biggest Since 1852, Heins und
Tloogs often weshesd down flumes or broke ditches, but when running,
the old compony's culerged ditches were currying over four husdrod tom
streins of muter., Févr thousend five hundred miners within a two
nile rodius of Columbia werc using water from the ditches of beth compunies,
They wore cveraging four dollers o Juy or £108,(00 dollears wuﬂkly.lﬁ
The Taolupne Comily & tor Compiny's procceds were 08 high ¢s thirtcen
thousund dollers o week, nd they wers building & new muin {lupe from
the South Fork fa Columbia [our times the cipucity of the eld one, 11
Several of the huge doms end.rasvrvoirs in the mounteins wure [inished,
spd It wos enticipeted witer would be wvailuble #11 yesr,

The wheel of fortune wus still net favering the miners, though.

The new cowpiny wes still working on its long tunnel und wes cneountering

trestle comsiruction problems not {ully enticipcoted beforchrnd., They

QS#C?cmentq Budly Tiges, December 17, 1656,

cily Alte Coliformic, aprid 26, 1607,

LSRR

o tSan Fremeisco Deily Herild, Jenuery 38, 1637.
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would not be finished until lste the next year. The old compan§

was more hopeful, In the middle of July, 1857, the South Fork was
still supplying the ditches with en adequate supply of water, and

they had several dems &nd reservoirs to tap when the river supply was
gxhausted.klﬁadrluck oecurred at this time, however. Their reservoir,
situsted in the mountains four miles zbove Pine Log, burst, causing

the death of four people and ceusiderable property and ditch damage.
The upper line reservoirs supplied a small trickle of water uatil

ecrly September, but the new company's ditch supply had failed the

lest week of July. It was the best suwmmer for the miners und business-
men since 1853, but when the new ditch line gove out, the old compiny |
reised their tom stream prices & doller, and wmost miners left for the

rivers again, The Sonors Heruld aptly deseribed the perennial situation,

The supplies afforded by the ditches are either entirvely stopped
or have dwindled down to pitiful streams insufficient for the
populetion generally employed si mining, und &5 & consgquence the
camps are extremely dull, business lenguishkes and but little
money changes hends. Thig is the season whenr our hord times
generally commence, which last until the spring fairly opens
(ravesling] the universally dried up appesrance of mining comps
at this se¢ason. *

1858 wes the lmst boom year for Calumﬁia. wWater held out wmmtil
Augnst in the Scuth TFork, but the old company's reservoirs were ull
finished by this iime, supplying its cusiomers with a two hundred and
fifty tom streom supply. Dusiness was generally brisk end many lots

. inercased. in vilue fros four hundred t0 niné hundred dollars & 10t.13

12

Senora Hergld, September 10, 1837,

139441y Alts Coliforain, February 17, 16856,
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The new company's llneAﬁould definitely be finished in 1638, end ihe
0ld company had finished most of its expansion and improvements.
Optimism was based on good gold profits, past riches of the placer
fields that caused many to believe the mines were inexhuustless,

the near completion of the Columbis snd Stenislous Water Company,
.and the assurance of an unceasing flow of wuter. Ulespite this
astmosphere of good feeling, developménts treuspired to demonsivate
this would be the last big yesr for Columbia. Rich, deep mines were
becoming worked out causing goiﬁ production to decresse by half down
te fifty thousand dellars a week, Uhen news of the Fraser River
excitement reached the miners, several hundre& men headed north with
hopes of finding newer and more vsalueble treasures. Another factor
wazs the shaky solvency stetus of the new miners' compeny.

In 1859 these developments became more scute., Gold production
gecressed, miners left for Virginiv City and the "Washoe diggings",
ond the Columbic snd Stenislaus River Compuny wes foreclosed, After
this, gold production diminished every yeur. Some quartz snd hydroaulic
pining wos tried on the hillsides of the Columbis hasin, but generally
it proved to be unprofituble, The conficent toil of the sluicers
was pursued less energeticully, bunks closed at six on Saturduy
evenings, end merchunis generually becume discouraged, The hecﬁic

competition of the two water compuanies from 1855 to 1850 spurred

 the miners on to sn intensive working of the plecers so that they

weré soon exhausted, R ' P
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The feverish strﬁggle to supply the miners with a year~rouhd
supply of water was only one of the battles between the twe companies.
Almost as intense was the legal fight over who had the right to use
‘the waters of the South Fork to supply the claim holders. When the
new compeny organized in late 1854, the directors believed they
had the legal right to use all the woier in the South Fork that the
Tuclumne Water Company was not using. The 01d company had decided
it was going to enlirge its ditches and flumes in late 1834 and was
entitled to s}l the water of the South Fork because it was there
first, szad beceause it decided to expand operations before the new
company was orgenized, For these reasons, a prolonged court battle
was fought between the two compenies during the last helf of the
1850°'s for the water rights of the South Fork of the Stenislaus River.

The ease was extrewely perplexing because.of the vegueness of
customs and laws relative to the situstion. To fully understand the
complexity, = brief sketch of water rights history should be explained,
insofar as it is pertinent to the case, Americens had adopted the
English doctrine of common lew by which & farmer or miner could use
the "wator rumming in s definite sirecwm...but he [could| not prevent

A n [
w4 a5 the Americens moved west

the nztural flow of the streowm,
io the frontiers whers weter wes scorce, they medified the doctrine

of riporian rights. A vipuorizn owner was one who owned the bank or

ition

ks of & stremn, and by virtae of pos

Mersgory Yale, Lege) Titles to Lining Claims end Water Rights
(San Francisco: A. Homan end Company, 1867}, p.l4l.

_he had the right to use
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and divert the wster 2s long as nobody up or down streem was injuréd.
The Forty-Niners were the first to modify the riperian rights doctrine.
A miner would find gold and stake a claim. He was on public domain and
didn't care to own the grounds, s¢ he had no riparian ouwnership rights;
however, by virtue of being the first finder, he exercised exclusive
‘use of his mining claim, The earliest claims were to river b@rs or
land adjacent to the streams, In either case water was necasssary to
pan the gold, se the first claim finder exercised first, or prior,
rights to the water. He reslly didn't care about the lend or water,
except o8 they perteined to gold. By 1850 many dry diggings were

founé to be rich, and water wss diverted to them se the ground could

be worked. These dry diggings were nonriperian. Soon disputes erose &-
bout who had the right to the water, It wes only noturel thet demo-
cratic miners would apply to water the sume rule ihey applied to gold -
priority rights, This system of luw was &n entirely new rule uwnknoun
in the Aistoxy of the warlé.i:

hs fay as the couris were concorned, further legsl issues com-

pliceted the aasé. In 1851 Califernic possed two contrugiciory laws
thot remoined in effeet the rest of the decude. The first one was 2
simple statute staiing the common law was the rule of the state.lé
Diteh compenies could not use river water wnder this lsw, for they

sought to divert the water. The second statute recognized the miners'

Ligyeeso ‘
o Lowdermilk & Co., 1912), P.lUdds oo oo o

' i
(washingten, B.G.

ocarifornia, Steiutes (1650), e ROV..

P

S, Kinney, 4 Trestise ou the Lo of Irrigation . o
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prior appropristion modification of riprrisn rights,'stétipg, g
“eustoms, useges, or regnlations estzblished, or in force, at thé
“bar or diggings embracing such clzims...shall govern the decision of
the'action."l? Behind the first wes the precedent and prestige of
common law. Dehind the other wus the powerful srgument of necessity
backed by the customs of the miners. The federal laws c¢idn't help sny.
The federal government had granted water appfébriatien privileges for
mining purposes to diteh wnd cenel éompanics, but there was no legis-
lution concerning conflicting usage, The federal supreme court upheld
the principle of prior apprapriation,'but no lagislaiion was enucted '
until July 26, 1866.18 California, having two conflicting laws, left
the disputes for the locezl eourts te solve.

The ditch companlies greﬁ very powerful in cert&in sections

of the Wother Lode by 1852, yet the contradictory leéislatian tegalizing
their diversion of the rivers for the miners' usage in the dry
diggings was smbiguous. They didn’t have the commuon low state rights,
but they did hsve the support éf the miners, snd the miners wsuslly
got their way. It wes thws found expedient by the ditch companies
to cluiw appr@priatiow rights bacouse they had the winers' backing
and these sppropriation rights came to be legully accepteble by the

couris. 19

18?31&, p. 138,
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The Tuolumne Cou&ty Water Compeny sued the Columbia addf
Stenislaus River Weter Company because the formor cléimed‘prioritj
rights.20 They stated the new company took their water from the
South Fork of the Stanislaus causing the Tuolumne Compeny's supply
10 be lessened in the swmer months. The new company, oF defendant,
sgreed the plaintiffa had the right to the first one hundred tom
streams by prior rights, because this was the capacity of the old
company's ditch oad flume from 1052 te 1055, The new cémyany posted
notices in “Angust or Septembé{, 1854,“21 at the point where they jntended
to tap the South Fork saying it wes "their intention to &ppro-
priate snd use all the water of said river st that time unappr@ptiatcé."gz
The plaintiffs countered that the new compony wasn't even organized
urtil October 21, 1854, end construction dldn't begin until arch 19,
1055, R, A, Robingon, secretexy of the old compeny in 1884, showed
the regulor book of frustae minutes in which he had written that
% wotion was pessed to enlarge the gitch September 1, 1654,'and he
wos eppeinted hewd of the preliminzry erew to enlarge the ditch's
cepacityy thercfore, his company meintained prior rights. The
defendents countersd that their compiny storted in August, 1854, as the
Iiners Independent Huter Compeny, thet they changed their neme
Gotober 21, 1854, but it was the seme compény consisting of the seme

sdditiens, end they colled to the stand © long list of

wembers, plu
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distinguished men to verify it, A number of outstending Columbia ared
people testified, including Eeneral Bernard, @illism McKinty, andrew
Fletcher, J. D, Patterson, Joseph Pownall L. €. Guan, R, A. Robinson,
Armstrong, Ross, and others.
' Judge 6. T. Haertin, District Court Judge, instructed the
jury to counsider "whether the plaintiffs in good faith commenced the
enlargement of their ditch prior 10 the time when defendents in good
fzith commenced operation of the;r diteh, "5¢ The case dragged on for
yeors before the jury upheld the old company's claim. Finzally, ou
Fsbruaxy 19, 1859, Judge Martin swerded the Tuolumne County Later
Conpany the prior rights to u three nundred tom stream.ﬁ By this time
the deeision had little meaping, because the new company hud completed
sheir line to the Muin Fork of the Stanislaus, and was about to lese
its line to craditors, znd eveniually 10 be purchased by the old

COmpany.

The last struggle between the two weter companies invelved

oy intriguing financial development that forced the saule of the miners’

gitch to the Tuoclumie County Water Company. It will be recalled

thut the new compiny's officers figured three hundred and fifty
thousand dollzrs would be required 0 beild their ditch. They suthoy-
jzed three hundred thousand dollers worth of cspital stock, fifteen

beuﬂﬁf”J suuraa xerth twa hundrva aellqrd cach. bame rcvenuc vaulu Le

corned when the uitcn ‘yoached the South Ferh. It was thought & yearsf:




%

construction would complete the canul to the H"xn Fork, znd it
wos estimated the diteh woulda be more than paiu off one yeaer

after thot, 1In Mey, 1835, two months sfter work commenced on the

ditch, & mass miners’ meeting was held to exhibit to the public the
- ar
solvent financizl condition of the company.”> Everyone wos satisfied

a

and work merrily continued en the miners' ditch,

After five surveys, compeny engineers declded & diteh, as

originelly plenned, could not feasibly carry the weters of the kain
Fork by gruvity ito Columbis, A tunnel weuld have to be comstructed

o1

instead, This meant & longer delay before capacity revenue enuld be
effectusted and it meant greater expenses. The trustees were forced
t¢ increuse the cepitel stock by one hundred and fifty thousend

©ollers in éune 1&'6? eng ponth efter constructior begon on the

tennel.” It wes at this time the trustces nade their first grave
finenciul nmisteke., They nortgsged scciinns of their line that yan
through company swned property,  Some merchants and busincssmen were

5111l supplying provisions to the workers on the upper linz, but noy

i
!
%
H

they wonted mortgages instesd of vhvrnb. Thase businvssmen winted
| & tungible cludm sgdinst the compopy in ease fincacial diffienltics

L would occur.

lizny wminers grew impoiient with the compony after two years

44 - . . -
j “San Frimciseo News, May 22, 1835,

ol éLNIGﬁ ﬁﬂnocrut, July 1 %y 1556

L Flogyia Tincs, Hovemhor 22 155{}."
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of construction difficulties. Spirits were low and mining réwarés were
the best they had ¢ver been in the spring of 1857, Why.ﬁig ditches
for puper shares whem dvep diggings were yielding their precious yellow
tresasuvres? The camﬁeny hed to advortise In May for one hundred ang

8 Shertly

fifty men to work on their diteh for sheres or water scrip.ﬁ
theresftor, tho tunnel was completed and shares sdvenced twenty-five
per cent.gq Most of the guin merely was ﬁh“aﬂjustm@nt of & previous
deprecietion though,

Those conditions of hesvy indebtecness, incressing mertgsge
attachment, end deleyed diteh completion ecould not continue much longer,
In Qecilober, 1850, one month before the line was finzlly finished, the
compuny wis {oveed to announce foreclosure thromts wére "Hot Hol [éﬂd

L R ER
20

Fithin seven months forazclesure wopld

haé] no foundstion in fset,
be effected.

In December, 1836, the directors of the Columbic and Stenislowms
Compuny decided on & grandisse {ipsneisl scheme to clleviate their woney
problems. They would negotiste & lown of four hundred thousend
Gellurs in New York or Europe st tes per eont 2 yesr to pay oif sll
ils indebiedness, This would be prefersble teo puying the currcnt
three per cent 2 month sad should be atircctive, They rcessoned the
diteh was capsble of running five hundred tom stresms delly at tus

collsrs per tom hend, or one thousond dollsars & day., They should

Infon Bemoersl, koy o5, 16570 o oo

e




with Davis., After = lenythly conference with himy they offered him
id

GUviE, s
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sefely gress three hundred;thousand dollexs o year. Expenses would abt
exceed one hundred and [ifty thoussnd dollirs, interest would he

forty thousund Jollurs, und the net profit to the compiny would be

ore hundred ewnd ten thousend dollurs & yehr.31 lonths pussed, nobody
offzred to lead the compuony fowr hundred thousend collars. The sum

of 5277,839.60 in notes and mortgrges wes due slong with $96,801 in

1
A2

inturcstaug snid foreclosures wore throavtened more vociforously, especivlly
by #» Scn Freaeiseo speculateor pomed Lrein 1hovis,

Over twe thousand people assembled on Columbia®s Main Street
en Liednesday, Jtpril 27, to enswer to & coll of the officers of the
miners' «ditch detailing the financial emburrzssiwents of the compeny.
Colonel 1. A. Stevens

, prosident of the miners' associslion, &nd

e

Cuptein J. A, Pelmer guve the main eddresses. They said Erwin Davis
hed planned to go zhesd with foreclosure proccedings, and since
he held so many mortgages, members of the present essambliage should
"cazpvass the county for funds to be spplied towards puying Hr,

3

3
w}

Drvis® judgrents sgainst the New Ditch." IF that feiled they should
cffer Devis the diteh for three months, let him appoint his own
receivor, sad opply the whole of the veceipis during thsat ilme towerd

the payment of the wortgages. Seeing It was hopeless 10 raisa the

money, & committee went to 3Somoru on Friduy, April 29, to confar

»ﬁ,,-¢,fu=%hevé%tah.fﬂrﬂﬁthQJﬁ@naha;ﬁ%%ilafﬁhayht;ied to raise his money. P @
- “ugily alts Coliformip, December 20, -1030, T TR

“eColumbie Times, November 15, 1660,

oy

““iuolwane Courier, 4pril 30, 1859,
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Davis answered them, "I cannot postpone the sale ot ﬁll."34

Davis' foreclosure was set for ﬁonday, Hay 2, 1859, in front
of the Sonora courthouse. A mob of Columbisns marched to Sonora
in the rain thst déy to try to-talk Davis into a postponement, Three
theﬁsand men stood in the pouring rein to show Davis their earnest
interest in the sffeir, A1l they wanted wss forty-five dsys to raise
his money, Colonel Stevens addressed the throng end appointed a
compittee to confer with Davis. The mob was more for hanging then
talking though, &and whén buvis appesred, the mob screamed, "Hang himi®,
end he was forced £o leave the courthouse by a back window, from
where he raced to the sefety of the jail "with so much speed, that
even Gildersleeve himself, would have gazed on him with wonder cnd
admirgtion".gﬁh In jail Davis refused to see snyene. Though the
sherifi's sale wés put off one week =~ five days after Davis left
toun -= on Msy 9th, the foreclesure was effected, und the ditch
compony was sold to Davis fer seventy-three thousend dollars. <0

&n effort was made t0 redeem the miners' diteh from Davis
by locel citizens. DNinety-five thousand dollars were raisced in
Celumbia, Springfield, snd Sonora to puy off the judgment ercditor

a7

from Sen Francisco, The citizens celled their group the Tuolumne

Kedemption Company. By this time Davis had purchased more nortgages

En

£ K P A

S41pid, S9Ibig., May.7, 1839,
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$dhorﬁ’Coﬁdty”ﬁég@fééf;lBﬁhkﬁgg-ueep§'_?di. 9, p.322,
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5oy Francisco Daily Bulletin, November 16, 1859,
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than the Tuolurmne Redemptién Compauy‘could pay him, so the redemptiOh

feiled and on July 7, 1860, he sold the Columbia and Stenislaus River

Wuter Company to the Tuolumme County Water Compuny for $1é9,307.18.38
From the miners' viewpoint, Erwin Davis fitted the role of

villain perfectly. He was a San Fruncisco speeculater, who by his

wn adnission was employed as a "moncy lender”. 3% He had been

buying up mortgages since January, 1857.40 More than one influential

Columbia citizen went on record es gaying Davis' plen to foreclose on the

miners® ditch was 2 "premeditated and well matured plan.“41 It

wss later c¢isclosed that Duvis wus a clese friend and trustee on the

same woter company in San Francisco with John Bensley, influential

Sen Franeisco sharcholder snd trustee of the Tuolumne County #ater

Compenry. The two were friends and business partners of DO, Kills,

lesding sharcholdey of the Tuolumne County Water_Company most of the

1830"s, end its president im 1660, 4 after Devis foreclosed end sold

the eompeny, Bensley handled much of Vavis' correspendence snd business

with the Tuolumne County ¥iter Compeny, 43 Though it would probubly

be impossible 1o prove, the perceptive miners felt they had enough

circumstenticl evidence to prove thut Duvis wos & pavn of the old

4
Y

Py

company to extort the miners® ditch from them.

Bpook of Deeds, Vol. Y, p.297.  “IIpid., Vol. 6, p. 14,

=

40pid., Vol. 4, p.1i0 4lTyolumne Courier, May 7, 1859,

4PLutter from John Eenclcy te Joseph Pownell, herch 9, 1861,

“in Tuelumra County Water Gompany folder (Columbia kuseuﬂ, Columbla ,
Californis). Bensley was en importont. Scn Francisco shareholder 1n ‘the

Tuolumne County Water Compeny snd Pownall was secretary of the same
water compsny. Cited hereufter os Bensley Letters,




i)

The last half of the decade witnessed three dynsmic strugglés
between the two companies, The old company, made solvent during the
plush days of Columbia and backed by importunt financial men, was
able to claim ell three victories. They were able to supply the

miners with a nine months' supply of water, while the miners’ ditch

never schieved their year round annual supply of water as the
Columbisa and Stonislsus River Ueter Cowmpeny. The old compeny won

the court battle to aﬁprépriate the South Fork, Lastly, whether

it was hy scheme or circumstonce, the piners' ditch fell inte the
hunds of the old company., 'The yesy 1860 ended s hoed the yeor |
1685% for Columbis; the Tuoluwne County Weter Compuny wes the only

ditch outfit supplying the miners with water.




. CHAPTER VIII
DITCH BREAKERS

.‘ The miners realized in eerly 1855 that the Tuolumne County
Weter Compsny wWas not going to reduce its retes of six dollars @
rine inch tem stroem to four dollars, unless drostic mction was
teken. For this reason thoy held @ mass meeting in Columbix

in Morch, 1855, end agreed to boycotit the company until the rotes
were reduced. They also agreed to help build @ new ditch line,

the Columbiu end Stenisleuws River Water Compony, in which they

would take sheres for their labor. By taking shores insteod of

yater scrip they would be sesured of v strong voice in  the new
company's management, This line wss ofien referrad to as the miners’
ditch, becuuse it wes in large part owned by many, smsll shoreholding
miners. The compény experiencesd g0 muny construction ond fivancial
giffienlties that it took three end a hall yeers, 10 Noveriber, 1833, to
finish the line, at 8 ¢ost of over one million dellars.  iuch of the
line was built en credit. By the time the ditch was finished, the -
compeny was not able to meet its monthly interest peyments, wuch less
pay the creditors.

Tbe new conp ny ht d been forcad to issue mortga es to verious

lﬁcal citlvens, end Drwin LJVIS & Sait F?vHCiqBQ money lﬂnde ”and;;ﬁm;ﬁ;;"'

speculatar, bought mony of them. lle then winounced he would fore-

close in Lﬁy, 1659,  The mortgoges would be sold by"the'sheriff'at the
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county court hbuse; and thé-smail shareholding miners would lose thefr
ditch. Hoping to delay the execution of the sale, the miners threutened
thet if the ditch was 501d under a sherifi's sale, they would cut
both ditches.! The Small share holding miners felt Dovis and the old
company were scheming to desiroy their canal and by threataning'tb
brqak‘the ditch, neither company could rezlize a profit; hence, the
szle would be_delayed or eancelled. Davis wasn't frightened though,
ane the ditch was foreclosed sud sold to him on May 9, 1859, The
miners' bluff didn't work,

For the next yesr ihe miners tried to roise money to redeuem
the company, while still threstening to break the diteh lins if Devis
sold to the old company. Davis, living eomfertebly in San Francisco
und coring little for the mountaineers, sold the miners' ditch
to ihe Tuolwine County ¥ater Company on July 7, 186U, for $149,307.18.
That swme week the main flume was broken, diverting the water from
its route to Columbis to & croggy cenyon and back to the Stmmislaus. ©
huter retes were lowered to three dellars & twelve inch tom stream in

en effort to plewse the miners,

ity Alte Celifornis, Hay 6, 1969,

“Colmbia Eezette, July 10, 1860,

=
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eginping Hondey, July 16, 1860, water rotes as snnounced in the

July 16 lu&J Columbie Ga?btte ﬁere tu be s follows:

i vtruhm of 12 inches $3.00 per day
.1 strewm of 15 inches = e $3.50 per day
U0 L ostreay of 18 1H0§8&f%{ﬂ<ff“*jff o per doy
1 streom of 21 inches ~ T .7 §4.%0 per day
1 streuw of 24 inches 55,00 per day
up 10 48 inches . 20¢ per inch.

48~-100 inches - 18¢ per dinch. .
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In Septembery 1860, U, G.‘EillsAand John Bensley, two of the miners’
hated representutives of absentee big city uwnais, were elected frustees
of the huge znd powerful new lime, MNills was elected president.

A group of former smell shoreholders decided thelr rants and
thrests had done nothing for their cauwse, Davis had fereclosed the
ditch, sold it to the spiteful old compeny, und D. O. Eills waé
going to munage the company's affeirs from 5acramente and San Frencisco.
Their ctiempt ot rﬁdemption had failed, snd their yesrs of labor were
fruitless. A small group of mining desperadoes decided to direct
their fury at the "monster moncpoly”. & couple of weeks ufter Hills
was elected-presid&nt, ¢ small band of revengers pluced a wide board
in the ditch causing the water to sverflow, 4n aleri cXwpany night

wetehmen came upon the situation, remeved the bewzd, @nd took foot-

. A
print specimens 1o compony officers.

The new secret group of fermer smell shoreholders, now kuown
ce the "Diteh Breskers”, struck every evening as October commenced,
One night they drilled« helf doxem holes with & two inch auger into
the [lume supporis of the old Cﬁanc“"ﬁ high flume neur Lyon's
Reneh, The holes uere plugged with gun powder, o twenly inch fuse
wes lighted, and the lofty rlume wES hlown to smithersens., It hud

. \

Lridoed 2 wide chesm znd had haen very ficnlt to ercct. Another
g ¥

sight they broke the new company’s wuin diteh, ending the water supply

1, s \‘-._.. L e r"’ 7 f‘c- - o . o
£ olvwbz I ﬂ@gﬁﬁﬁe?tﬁmaerfl?éfl%&Urff"ﬁf“‘"”-

b Sy s —— H .
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to Cdmmhla for sevardl weeks.“ The nightly depredatluns redched
serious proportions, but the authorities couldn’t catch the

culprits becouse of the wild charucter of the country "angd the

secrecy of the movements of the 0utlaws."6

With the diteh compeny's water supply cut off and income tem-

4

porarily halted, the ditch breskers held a meeting They decided’
their hsrsh sctions were justified -- the cowpany deserved it -~

but, the miners and business portion of the community were suffering.
The best policy ﬁcw seemed to demend of the compsny & cash settlement
they wes "justly their due."? The ditch broskers sent the cempany
the following letters

To the Fresident end Doard of Trustees ef the Tuclumne
inter Compuny, B

You huve at lust succeeded sfter yeoys of infomous schemlng, '
doception and fraud, in robbing the members of the Columbic &
Stanislous Hiver ;an r Co. of the fruits of their har& labor
for {ive ycars.

Your plung for the wsccomplishment of this object were formed
es early as 1060G; and the secrecy necessury for ithe consumation
of the villesinous plot you have been cble to meintain, ‘

For this purpose mm agent wes indispenszble. You found & {
willing tool in Erwin Duvis of Scn Frouciseo -- o Striking
example of the depth of infamy of which the hmmin mind is
capeble,

That the lsow attaches no penuliy to robberies of this CluS

does not in the least palliste the erime which you hove commltteé.
These sre crimes of such on inhumen naturc &s pot to he conceived
or thought of by the mukers of the law or by the people, and
therefsre are pot mentioned in the staiutes,

The highway robber is visited with the extreme penalty of the

ﬁctaber 8 186&.

{sen Froveiseo Cvening Bulletin, October 17, 1860,
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. :
law, How insignificent his crime compared with yours. lle may
teke but a few cellers from his victlm; you have robbed hundreds;
of industrious, hard working men -~ many of them, not only of the
procceds of five years toil but their all -~ leaving them penniless
The highway man may have wenl 1o plead in extenuationj your
only inccntive was avaricious greediness of your own Sordid minds....

Eesides the injury you have done to those immediately interested
in the Kew Liteh, you have done gresti injury to the whole com-
munity, Business is brought slmost te @ dead stop. Property is
of no available value, wnd thers is & general feeling of insecurity
and dread.

Should the worse come, snd this hesutiful garden of Tuolumue he
made & desert, on you alone would rast the fearful responsibility.
1t is our desire to avert this impending calemity. vwe believe
it ean only be done your plaging o1 our disposal the sum of
$66,000,%

The letter was signed by twenty-nine minars, Only Jemes NeLeun
cndé Ferdinsnd Fiedler weve included smong the group, who were prominent
members of the new ditch since its eorliest days in 186584, ‘Reedless to
say, the Tuolwmp Couaty suter Compony would huve no paxt of this
sxtortion tareat. They answercd the diteh breskers that the request eould
a0t bz “complied Hith."g

The woter cempany's refuscl to comply with the Gemonds of the
mpountain euginaers,” as they aow liked to csll themselves, resulted
in © new vush of dustruction, Litches wers broken snd clogged up, flumes
were jemmed with big rocks, hoping to clog thent up,lﬁ and © thunderous
weve of destruetion wus effected by the hlowing wp of the high flumes.
lét smith and Horse's ¥ill, eight wiles from Columbiz, & thirly foot high

fiune, four or five rods loag, wes hlown up.ll Sinty feet of aqueduci

Fardtar ’

S1big

R 14 : - < o | i At T
Irpnlucne Courier, Getober 27, 18664,

- gpid., October 13, 1860
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were destroyed by gunpowder explosions ot Niddle Cump.l

3
&

In eurly
December the most important flume bringing water from the Hain Fork
was demolished "effectively cutting off svery hope of supply of
water during the present winter.”1% It was two hundred feet of flume
and trestle work, sixty feet high crossing Swanit Creek, Au LNONYMOUS
Ietter wes scnt to the board of trustess, threstening to sssassinste
them unless the ditch difiiculties were sei:t,lec;‘:_.}‘"j
The Tuolumne water Company attempted to stop the ravoge. They .
threatened to stop the water sup#ly if the destruction didn't ecassc.
They hoped thig would sager the workiag miners §¢ wmueh, they would
run the "woeuntain engineers” ont of the county, A ong thousshd
Goller rveward was offered fov the apprelieasion wnd convietion of wny
of the emlprits; detectives were brought to the mines from Sun Francisco
‘and & Gitch guurd was hired, Tough Bill Carder comﬁande& the diteh
gutrd, but he amd his crow were completely ineffcctive, The "momtein
engincers” made it rough oas snyone who cume to the upper line to oppose
them. Csrder, for «ll his boazsted brovery, ald nothing, He either
steyed in town delegating duty or merely approzched the upper line
linits., One day he supposecly set up his het sc o target; fired three
or four pistol shots through it, ond roturned to town with his hut as

evidence of his fight with the ditch breekers. He amnounced it would

PR R . . s
'lﬂbeily Alts Celifornin, Movember &9, 1660,
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be useless to gusrd the ditch with a foree of less thaa one thousend

1
armed men.lJ

The local itizens were caught in the widdle of the whole
calamity. Some sympathized with the ditch breskers, for muny
traditionclly disliked the old company. The miners and citizons were
hurt economiecully though., The express snd bunking offices in Hovember

I

esvimsted comuunity losses ot $15&,GGQ a month, Wells Fargo wus only

shaipping @ tenth ss muceh gold oo 1n uuguat.ié Business was oxccedingly

dull., "Therg ere mors usoccupied stores in our city ©i present, than
there huye been for the past seven yeurs.ué? kel Estole wes doun
£ifty per cetit, After the mein flune ond trostle fyom the hain Fork
weg Llown upy, gold receipis of fifty te sixly thoustnd o weekh cropped
to iuo oy thrue hundred dellors & week, « decrsuees of nincly-mine per
cCent, 18 |
Ir Jenwury, 18561, the cituvction beeome wore complicatad thun
ever. & grazup of the old Columbic end Stoniszleus Hiver duter Compuny
shercholders met ond held cn election of trustess ang officers.l? Some

ol iheso men were monbors of the giteh breskers 5, while zome were

v-.

»

rt"wvctable gnd rosponsible town citpiz

il o

The frusices in Februcry

4."

Yoruonwme Independent, April 24, 1884,
lﬁsaijv Alta Cnliforpig, November 21, 186C,
17, o

Colwinio

Times, fiscembor 2& 186«.

H ISCQVMVQEIQQ gvllﬁtiﬂ,"§“$EW$ar ?? 1g€;.. DA

18 “Ihe Oolumbis Times on Januhry ed, ”’l,cﬁuounc;d the resulis d

the clestion of OColuebic O Stonislows Blver vwoter On. officors ond trustees.
The nawme of the president wus net given., Trusteos were &.-G. ihite, Patrick
knllen, W, Fleteher, F. Hildreth, Dr. disdler, Dr. Schmidt, Jomn Jolly,

i, J. Pnttcr§ end J. B, Wilder. Tressurer was H, alberdine; Secretary,

F. Fiedleyr; wnd duperintendent, /., Eingsbury.




103
cnnounced thet the only‘way of e¢ffseting a scttlement was to surrender
the miners’ ditch to them at the cost Davis had bought it for st tﬁe
sheriff's sele.?0 This announcement was made a couple of weekslafter ]
group of local citizens called the Committee of €onference was negotiating
with the old company and the new trustees to effect a settlement by

reducing the price of water from three dollars & twelve inch stresm to

+ b
iwo dollars, eor 16-2/3 cents &n inch.‘l The new irustees announced no

water rate reduction would end the settlement. They didn't know

how much the ditch hroskers would take in extortion money to end their
way of retaliation, but they would consider a percentoge paid on their
Columbia and Stanislsus Company stock "as a possible way of ending the

trauble,"22 if they couldn’t buy it back for approximately ninety

thoussnd dollars.

The Tuclwme County weier Company refused to negotiate with the
diteh breskers or new trustees during this time, Ali their replies
were made in letters to the newspaper or the Committee of Conference.
They did effer to sell both ditch lines for $475,000.23 Compeny
feelings were well illustrated in letters written by John Bensley,
lesding San Fruncisco sharcholder and meuber of the bourd of trustees, to
Joseph Pounsll, secretary of the old company. In Februory Bensley
wrote, "The only effective remedy is to shut the water off if they
cut or break the Bitch and let it romain until the wminers themselves
wid

repair it...even should it tzke Six Honths.

He felt the diggings

QEIbid., February 21, 1661. “81bid., March 7, 1861,

Qéﬂensley Letters,'Febrdafy-G, 1661,
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)
would not be worked out in the meantime and they'd'eventuélly get.%he
rates the company wented to charge. Bensley refused fo consider a
compromise with either group of trouble makers, even though "every

Hon, Women, end Child in the Co. {ﬁounfi] is dependent on the water,"29

He said D, 0, 8ills coneurred with him on all views.za

‘ By March, 1861, the ditch breakexs faaliz&d they were getting
nowhere by negotiating; so thirty rods of Five éile Creek flume were
totally destroyed by picks and crowbars, snd one hundred more rods
were demaged by knocking off the cross pleces which supported the
sides.*! The water compeny now reslized they were aguinst a more
determined snd powerful group of obstructionists ihan they had reckoned
with, Pouncll, who had been with the company since 1052 znd who
remained in Columbia as secretery of the company until he died, wus
more cousiderste of the cempuny's community position thuan Bensley or
Fills, He wus ln fevor of paying the extortion money to the "breakeys™.

Posmall sent J, D, Patterson, as a mediator, te San Frencisco ind

Saervmento to see Bensley end Hills, Potteyson suld twenty thousund

Figl

dollurs was the least the diteh breokers would tike for scttlement.
Beusley was finally willing to cempromise snd pey @ mox-
imwa of five or six thousand dellers extortien money, “providsd Hr.

L., 0, Hills should assaut to it.“"‘}‘9 He felt the ringleaders should

“3Ihig,, February 23, 1861.
© %eIpig., Mereh 9, 1861 -

27 - - -
“fColpmbiz Times, Moreh 7, 1061,

Lpunsiey Letters, April 18, 1661, “I1hid.
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1

be paid from two to five hundred dollars each snd be sent to vyashoe™

or “the Atlantic States,” ©0 p, 0, Hills @id not want to pay more

than five thousund dollars® extortion money, but brother Edgar, who had l
been closer to the situstion, convinced him to settle for ton thousand '

dollzre, 2t At this time Patterson convinced Bensley and tills thst the

most responsible citizens of the county would become responsible end

bind themselves to muke good any bresks that ﬁight oceur by paying

56

all demages.w

In May, 1661, the ditch bréakers were paid ten thousand da115r5,33 _
gt the Tuolwnne County Water Company had no wore lewless frontier dis-
turbunces. The company fixed its broken ditches snd {lumes, end an
sbundent supply of watef wag ggain gdisiributed to the cloimsg, Hey
i : el¢ miners' fuess wore gone though. Some 1eft because of the water A
uabbles snd the uncorteinty of an aveilable suppiy of woter: others

left <or Virvginie City or the Givil harg end others left because they :

3 1
sty

The ditch breuking problems were i,

over, but so were the days of big gold yields, The amuzingly rich little

falt the mines ware ployed out.

gold bazsin of Columbis, as early us 1861, felt “the chilling touch

o

of thst pardl sis whieh turns boomiag towms into crumbling ghest
B . ¥
¥ ‘r

toms. "™ dater, the wminers' white gold wis plentiful, but nature's

procions yellow gold was almost gone. }

Sa ... . lrrs s cewsi Bo D
SVipid., sApril &, 1061, Slipid., April 22, 1861,

I, Jue 1y TB6LS

L Yerpid., april 18,7186

! . Gopimmbliyn Times, Hay 15, 18061,

S T
~

YPeunl, Cuolifornis Gold, p. 245, o , o




CHAPTER IX~
' CONCLUSTON

Celumbia's.main attraction during/the 1860s was its exceeds
ingly rich, gold placer fields, The precious-ﬁétal had been deposited
in the limestone bssin and was embedded in the yed soil, When the
Forty-Riners swarmed over the Columhia basin their paramount desire
was to get gold, but to separate it from ths "pay dirt,” the niners
hat to have water; so the quest for that precious filuid pleyed a role
pguully us important as the goarch for the tressured gold

The first golé seekers at the Columbia dry diggings in the
spring of 1830 worked adjscent to Hatelol Gulch and Hormsn Creck
where weter was plentiful. When these claims were all cccupied
miners sought ground bordering small brooks, ponds, or pudcles, ;
where the yellow placers could be easily panngd end extrocted from
the red soil, When the crecks eng gulch dried up 4s Summer begin the
cluims beemme “unworkeble'. L few cnterprising miners who hod rich
cluims corried their dirt in cowhide sacks to neorby Springfield
where & naturallspring offored water for pamning., GSonme reversad
this procsdure, They £i1led barrels with weter and hauled the water

- to the limestone area.rfﬁﬁst-of';hgﬁmleft'for_the_rivgys_ahﬁ:eggger::

diggings. With the first sign of razin they réturﬁeﬁ'tﬂ“tﬁefdty'v~r5?riw“ B

digaings. they kneir were rich, Smart miners noted where water would
g | He \

106
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collect in the wot saéson, claimed it, and built little cabins. The

e

winter of 1830-1851 was unusually dry however, and the miners spent the
P winter dresming of fortunes, rother then working for them. When all
hope for rain was given up, they aguin mode their exodus to the rivers.
It was this coming aguin, going ogain gquandary that irrituted

the few town merchants, Furthermors, it was this wet semsom, dry

season pattern of yrainfall that delighted,*then irritated the prospectors.
Bveryone knew Columbis was rich, so the miners and merchents decided in
June, 1851, to divert the precious waters of the Stanislsus into the

small valley. Approximately one hundred and sixty pioneering miners,

nunbering half a dozen netionulities, formed themselves into = company
end worked for fifteen months digging ditches and building flumes. ;

The successful completion of the Tuolwmne County ater Cempany trens-

formed the wetl weather camp inte the richest wining boom town in the

stete in the 1830's. Over one hundred million dollars worth of gold

dust was sepersted from the red placers snd bleck send of the Columbis 4
bagin by 1061, It was the richest placer volley of comparuble size in
the worid. The yellow gold was asbundant, but water, properly numed the

miners' white gold, wos required for the men to successfully exploit

P
i
|
i
b
H

naturce's troasurss,
Columbia's struggle for weter did not end when the diteh com- |

pany coupletea its line ip 18GZ. The competition now become nore in- |

-

~tense, A group of -investment minded businessmen from big cities. -

 below the wounteins gzined contrel of the compsny mnd kept the price

of water high, The miners complained, but the big shareholders would not
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budge. By 1855; netlgbld prcduction‘per claim wos drastically reduced
| from previous yeafs; yet water was still six dollars a tom stream,
.The antugonism of the miners artained such a feverish intensity as it
was directed at the Tuolumne County Weter Compemy, that they ugreed
unenimously to boycott the "monster monspoly” until rates were
reduced te four dollars. The miners' strike enubled & new outfit,
the Columbia and Stamislaus RBiver Water Company;*to obtain the alle~
gience of the @ountain men, snd the miners' ditch commenced con-
struction, & feverish competition developed betwesn the iwo compenies
to satisfy the miners' demands for @ year-vound supply of water, With-
out the.assistance of the woter compenies the miners could not count
on the South Fork to supply their c¢laims in the lute summer and foll,
The old compeny wicened its ditehes, enlovged its [lumes, ané built
expensive dams snd reserveirs, The rew compeny took three snd @
half yeers to build ferty-six miles of ceonal ot & cost of over one
million dollers, Unfortunately whes they finished, the golc wes
nearly gone, onc prineipal ond iatorcst payments were so high, the
_compuny wos unable to meet its finsacivl obligetions. Brwin dovis,
& Sen Frencisen speculator who held & heovy nortgege interest, fore-
closed the compeny end sold it te the Twolumne County Wuter Compuny
in 1660,

The ¢grodeal depletion of tresgsure in the surifercus soil by

1

o lose its -lus

I -
o 1861 ceused the "Gem of the Southern Mine

pre-eminence, ~The miners hed cwxrried away, plocemeal, every purticle =

ter:and oo

S VR
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and fields of limestone bodlders. Cleims with picturesque names weré
abandoned, ﬁuch as Indian Girl, Dktch Bill, Columbia Boys, The Know-
Nothing, Cape Cod, Tiger, Shanghai, Mary Ann, Buckeje, and The Gold

Hunter. The blacer.diggings of the district were worked out.}

The Tuolumne County Water Company was equipped with seventy-

five miles of main ditches and flumes, numerous dams and reservoirs, end
an eight to ten months' suppiy of weter; but without gold in a mining S
town, water was @ little valued commocdity. The water rate was dropped

to three dollars a tom stream in 1860, a fifty per cent reduction

from the first helf of the 1850's. As the miners began to drift away

the water compumy had to find other consumers. Some pluce miners

ccatlnuua to make wages, while some used the water to send grest strocams

ageinst the mountains surrounding the basin, hopiug to wush awey the :

side of the hill through their sluices. This wes celled hydreulic

o]
e

mining., The ditch weter was sent through a line of pipes to & gis-

tributing box, which sent @ powerful jet of water against the side of

the wountain. The eutting usction of the weter loosened the dirt and ;w
caused it to foll to the lower ground to a pre-srranged location, HNuch

of the hillside, doun to the "bed rock”, pussed into huge sluices, where

the gold waes recoversd, It was very successful in mony perts of the

stute, but only schieved a modicum of success on the Columbiz hill-

? ;

sides, By 1070, & few claims were still being worked, some were still

: _ﬁydruullcnlng, and gome were ualng the watey on the appﬂr 1ines far

power Lot their Cqusrtz mines. ﬂthers had- given up m;nzng o RS

Inion Deriocret, Merch 8, 1862, o
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snd tvrned to forming, The old tom stream ditches were perfect irri-
getion ditches for czttle, wheut, peach orcherds, or @ half-zere

vegetable pateh, The ditch compony still made @ little money.2 In 1866

0ividends were better thon tem dollars a share, over four per cent on
g 1860 two hundred end fifty doller shere, This wes & far cell from

the yields of four per cent a month a dscadz sarlier, The Tuolumne

County #atey Compony meintoinzg its operation wntil 1991 when it sold

cut to sveatuslly beecoms 3 pert of the Pacific Gzs end Flectric |
Conpe
Compeny. |

The struggle to bring water from the Scuth Fork of the Stanislaus
River had heaz wonumentil. Tﬁa weLey campanies WarTE imperfact antl
incomplete, yot thelr 1iguid blessings thet fiowed from the rugged
Cierrsz Mevada Msuntains brought to Columbia 2 slentitude which could
nevar have been fully experienced hod not man and natufﬂ worked together
1o effzet ¢ mirsele Jor t%emuelves The red ridge of & ditch winding

slong the Infty hills with its cilyer thresd deshisg dowm the mountain-

csida through s clules surrounded by working men reprasontod & rosentic

3at,
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The resulting cenflist betwsen the miners znd businessmen
prasenisd peononic nisturbances spd quarrels as oxeiting ns uny in the

weet., In the sarly end mid-185G7s many miners and businessmen mede a

fortuna. The elaims poid the best ia the state, business flourished,

- cfhe sthck of %hﬁ}cld;ﬁat -compa pyA;ncran Wﬁ naarly,; 49, thou:and per .. . ;;;_";

cent, und dividends @ gare often four her pent per monbh. Bafore the :
vulvﬂn Courier, July 19, 1866. ' : T R
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decade was over, each sidé‘exploited nature to its cépacity, end .the
struggle became a losing fight for both,  The miners and loborers

were the first to meet defeat because of the exhaustion of the mines.
Although victorious before the miners' strike and after the bargein
purchase of the mew company in 1860, cepital &lso was ultimutely

defeated by thé depletion of gold, decline in shore values, ani decraase
of dividends, With the mining ectivity gone, the wooden sidawalks rotted,
sdobe houses fell to ruin in the winter rains, flumes rotted,

reservoirs dried up, and Columbi#, the "Gom of the Southern Hipes”

became a mining ghost town.
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