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Technology Committee Meeting 
December 03, 2015 

Manzanita Conference Room - 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  
 
Attendees:  Wendy Griffiths-Bender, Lonnie Blansit, Kirsten Miller, Brian Sanders, 
Don Smith, Jeff Whalen, Terri Isaman (recorder)  
 
Absent:  Leslie Buckalew, Melissa Colon, Doralyn Foletti, Kevin Granados, Margo 
Guzman, Michelle Walker  
 
Meeting start: 1:0pm 
 
Record of Meeting – November 05, 2015 
Meeting notes from November 5, 2015 were reviewed with no additions or amendments. 

 

DTAC Update 

Don reported the last DTAC meeting was held October 28, 2015 via skype with 

Columbia.  There were technical difficulties during the meeting. The following highlights 

were noted: 

 A security process was converted that was not cohesive with other programs.  

This has since been repaired. 

 Network connectivity does not have a backup in Modesto 

 Poor cell phone service in Manzanita.  Recommended to “tweak” the wifi and 

follow-up with Margo. 

 MJC has no replacement plan for computers 

 Continued discussion on revamping of the website.  Training is needed on HTML 

tags in conjunction with OMNI.   

 OMNI 10 will be available soon.  Training will be handled through Margo and 

Brian Hill. 

 Training needed on managing email inbox.  Abuse to email lists continue. 

 When responding to a web email, the response default is “reply all”.  Senders 

must manually change the choice to “reply only to sender”.   

 Next scheduled meeting is December 16. This may be changed as District-wide 

meeting are being held the same day. 

 Don questioned Marty on the progression of updating college and district 

Technology Plans.  Marty feels the colleges should complete their plans first.  The 

district plan will be tailored to support the colleges.   

 

Distance Ed Update 

Brian referred to Melissa Colon’s email update on the migration to Canvas dated 

December 2, 2015.  Highlights noted: 

 Migration to Canvas will occur over the next 18 months 

 5-courses will be taught in Canvas spring 2016 

 3-Canvas face-to-face and virtual sessions are scheduled the week of Nov. 30th 
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 Plans for cohort training should begin early spring 

 Weekly implementation meetings are occurring 

 Margo Guzman and Brian DeMoss are the assigned IT staff to support the 

migration 

 There is a joint Canvas  Resource Page between MJC and CC 

 A Columbia College Canvas Student Page has been created 

 A special notation is included in the class schedule to indicate the OEI Pilot 

classes being taught in Canvas 

Don referred the group to the California Virtual College website through the CCCCO 

www.cvc.edu which lists all distance education classes offered through California 

schools.  It was noted that Child Development is part of a cohort that utilizes its own 

virtual campus.  The following issues of note were brought forward: 

 Are we maximizing our enrollments? 

 Who is the DE leader? 

 How do we lure additional students out of the area? 

 Streamline concurrent enrollment 

 MJC does not refer their students in impacted classes to Columbia 

 Columbia offers MJC concurrent students priority registration; MJC does not 

reciprocate. 

 

Website Update 

The Committee reviewed the home page of Columbia College & MJC.  Both were 

comparatively the same with the exception of the icons place on MJC’s upper right 

corner.  Using a mobile device to access the MJC site, the user is taken to a page with 

icons for further navigation.  Columbia’s site is not user friendly on a mobile device.    

Brian reported Joshua Sigman had built the system after the website update.  He 

canvased 100 students in the quad on what they would like to see.  Brian asked the 

group if they were interested in a similar program being added to Columbia’s site.  

Further, Dr. Fairchilds was in favor of moving forward.  The committee agreed the icons 

were preferable for mobile devices.  Brian will pursue this update.   

 

Technology Plan Update 

Committee discussion occurred on the structure and level of detail to include in the 

update.  The group should determine if the goal of the Tech Plan is to offer general 

direction and orientation or include all specifics.  The committee agreed the document 

should be a living document that shapes the decision making process and ties into other 

existing documents; not delineate all the steps.  It was determined the Technology 

Committee is a recommending body that reports to College Council.  Recommendations 

to be included in the update were: 

 A process to review/recommend technology requests imbedded in program 

review.   

 Widely disseminate recommendation results 

 Require a department report on the effectiveness 

http://www.cvc.edu/
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 Guiding principles should not include specifics 

 Define goals; include 

o remain current and functional 

o remain accessible (ADA compliant) 

o web presence 

o web should adapt to mobile device 

 Choice of new program equipment should be provided by IT to ensure 

compatibility and uniformity.  Should not be based solely on department funding.  

 

Brian tasked the group to review the vision and mission statements, guiding principles 

and definition of technology and determine whether it should remain as-is, amended or 

deleted.  It was suggested to review the technology plans of other multi-college districts 

for guidance.  Don volunteered to review the Tech Plan and redline those items he feels 

is not applicable to begin the process.  Document will be posted on SharePoint.  

 

Other 

 Reminder to Margo to bring the equipment inventory list for review 

 Invite Jerad Moss to the committee.  Jerad’s role as Marketing Process 

Coordinator is to ensure a consistent message for print advertising and social 

media.  He is working on updating the college’s Facebook page.  Brian stated all 

employees must be advocates for social media and “like” the posts and pass on to 

keep Columbia active.  Other department pages should be tied to the main hub 

page.   

 Ask Dr. Melissa Raby to include a line in the student Welcome Letter on the 

availability of Office 365. 

 The District is investigating emergency text message systems to replace the Alert-

U system.  Looking at Blackboard Connect.  Usage of Blackboard Connect is not 

reliant on usage of the Blackboard instruction system.  This will be an opt-out 

system.  

 Brian will investigate the possibility of downloading class schedules into Outlook 

calendars for faculty.  This will ease the process of scheduling meetings.    

 

Meeting adjourned: 2:28pm 


