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Allied Health student Heather Graham 
has weathered much heartache in the last year. 
Yet her experiences and the support from her 
Columbia College family have only reinforced 
her resolve to build a new life and better future 
for herself and her young daughters.
 Heather was in the middle of her semester at 
Columbia last fall, when she lost both her mom 
and her uncle within just a couple of months of 
each other. Because Heather had been the main 
in-home caregiver for both for a couple of years, 
she and her daughters also had to move from the 
home they all shared. 
 Heather had been 
making good progress 
on her goals to earn dual 
degrees in Allied Health 
and Public Health, when 
so much changed. It had 
taken her years to build 
her confidence to start 
back to school and she was 
determined to keep going.
 With an emergency 
scholarship from the Columbia College 
Foundation, and help from her counselors, 
financial aid staff and the campus child care 

center, she was able to find new housing, got a 
job on campus and has stayed on track with her 
studies.
 “I’m finding my strengths and abilities,” 
she said. “And my daughters are my reason for 
everything. I realize how much I have. I’m so 
thankful—and I will face any challenge. There’s 
always something good on the other side.”

“I’m finding my 
strengths and 
abilities…and my 
daughters are my 
reason for everything.”
—Heather Graham,
Allied Health student

2018 Scholarships and Awards CelebrationYoung family finds a place to grow at Columbia

Columbia staff and alums share their gems

C O L U M B I A  C O L L E G E  F O U N D A T I O N

In this 50th anniversary year, the Columbia 
College Foundation is collecting stories from 
students and staff over five decades. Below is one of 
our favorites from alum Tom Deal. To share your 
story, please contact the Foundation at nilsona@
yosemite.edu or call us at 209.588.5055.

This is a story 
about 50 years of 
personal growth that 
started right after my 
military service thanks 
to three teachers: 
Blaine Rodgers, Bob 
MacDonald and 
Ross Carkeet. Ross, 
young and hip, first 
mentioned the rare 
Chinese (Dawn) 
Redwood now 
planted on campus 
to honor my mother. 
Bob MacDonald, 

such a casual, effective teaching style. But it was 
Blaine Rodgers and his eight-day High Sierra 
backpacking classes that laid the foundation for 

the rest of my life.
 Campus proximity to natural wonders like 
Yosemite, Big Trees and Sonora Pass made the 
studies come alive. I waded in rivers and picked 
up limestone, marble, granite, and gold, each rock 

telling “the sermons in the 
stones.” The excitement 
of understanding what 
lay right before my eyes 
would not have grown 
from book learnin’ alone, 
and that led to college 
teaching, SCUBA diving, 
a solar heating business, 

and whitewater rafting. What a life.
 Watching my father, “Dean Dad,” added 
depth, and taught me the value of community 
service. I have this clear image of him flying by, 
his tie blown backwards over his shoulder, as 
he rushed from one meeting to another, always 
building something new. His children and this 
campus are his legacy. Not bad. Not bad at all.
 I’m an eco-nerd, and I’m proud of it. It all 
started at Columbia College, and has been a 
living, growing thing ever since. You should be so 
lucky!

Columbia College Promise gives 175 local students a great start
Priceless moments of encouragement and gratitude fill the day at the Columbia College 
Foundation’s annual Scholarships and Awards Celebration each April. Students and their families 
have a chance to meet their scholarship donors in person. More than 100 Columbia College students 
received more than $128,000 in scholarship support through the Columbia College Foundation and 
its partners in the 2017-18 school year.

As high school seniors last year, Ally 
Slater and Phoenix Farris both had every 
intent to go on to college—they just weren’t 
sure how they and their families could 
afford it.
 Ally, a Summerville High School 
graduate, wants a career in nursing, starting 
with an Allied Health degree. Her dad 
is a fire fighter, her mom is a hairdresser 
and her little brother is in eighth grade. 
Phoenix, a Sonora High School graduate 
and accomplished flautist, is looking at years 
of additional study to become a classical 
musician. His dad is disabled, his mom is 
a store manager and he has two younger 
brothers in high school.
 Thanks to the brand new Columbia College 
Promise, they now have what they call a smart, 
high quality and affordable way to start toward 
their goals. Launched this fall by the Columbia 
College Foundation, 
the Promise covers fees 
and tuition for every 
qualified local public 
high school graduate 
who attends Columbia 
College fulltime their 
first academic year 
immediately after 
graduation. 
 A total of 175 local 
students took advantage of the program in its 
first semester.
 “It’s been an amazing response,” said 
Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools 
Margie Bulkin, a Foundation director and 
chair of the Promise campaign. “We’ve almost 
doubled the number of local graduates 
coming here fulltime right out of high school. 
More than a third of the Tuolumne County 
graduating Class of 2018 are now Promise 
students.”

 Phoenix and Ally are just the kind of 
students the program was designed to serve.
 “The Promise is the smartest option for 
me,” Ally said. “I know I have a lot of hard 
work ahead, and a lot of competition. This is an 
awesome opportunity to stay at home while I get 
my general education out of the way, and then 
see what happens.”
 Phoenix agreed.
 “It was so clear that Columbia was the right 
choice for me,” said Phoenix. “I’ll be going on to 
university, but four years was too much. This has 
been a real relief for my family and for me—as 
an 18-year-old, I was not ready for the financial 
stress.
 “It’s been absolutely awesome. I know 
I’m getting a strong education here. I love the 
faculty and the people I’m meeting here. I love 
that I’m still at home and I can be a part of the 
community.”

The Foundation launched the Promise this fall, 
with a fundraising goal of $270,000 to fund the 
first three years. As of November, we are more 
than 80 percent of the way to that goal. Please help 
us hit the mark with your gift to support local 
students through the Columbia College Promise.

“We’ve almost doubled 
the number of local 
graduates coming here 
fulltime right out of 
high school.”
—Margie Bulkin, 
Promise campaign chair

Faculty Scholarship winners earn a round of applause

Recipient Melissa Murry

Recipient Dawn Warfield with 
Jim Garaventa

Recipient Joshua Sunday greets college and Foundation representatives

Donor Bruce Cannon (center) with Fire Academy students Columbia College President Angela Fairchilds

Recipient  Mason MendozaScholarship donors (from left) Rich and Nancy Schwarzmann and Arlene and 
Dean Cunningham

Recipient Alphonso Burge (right) with donor Robert 
Gritz and Foundation director Amy Nilson

Recipient Matthew Burbey

Pioneer resident Tom Deal, whose 
father, Robert Deal, was one 
of Columbia College’s founding 
administrators, taught geography at 
San Jose State University and several 
California community colleges. He is 
also an avid hiker, white water rafter 
and SCUBA diver.

“But it was watching 
my father, ‘Dean Dad,‘ 
that added depth, and 
taught me the value of 
community service…”
—Tom Deal

The Columbia College Foundation hosted 
a special campus gathering at the end of 
September to dedicate the Brady-Wise Family 
Plaza, honoring community benefactors Don 
Brady, Millie Brady Wise and John Wise for 
their many contributions to the college. 
Among the special guests were Brady-Wise 
family members Lynne Jerome of Tuolumne 
and Margaret Brady Hunter and her family, who 
travelled from North Carolina to attend.

Lynne Jerome, daughter of John 
and Florence Wise

Margaret Brady Hunter, daughter of 
Don and Millie Brady

“As a first-generation student 
I was not prepared when I entered 
college, and did not know any of 
the available resources to succeed. 
I find inspiration in knowing that 
others believe in my ability to 
succeed.”
—Mason Mendoza
Liberal Studies/ Computer Science

Promise students enjoy a welcome gathering.

Brady-Wise Plaza dedicated
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All gifts made to the Foundation have a direct impact on student success and are greatly 
appreciated, regardless of size. Donors can choose from a variety of projects and programs to suit 
their philanthropic interests. All donations are tax deductible to the greatest extent permitted by law. 
Giving options include:

Columbia College Promise—Support local high school graduates. 
Scholarships—Support students directly through named and/or endowed scholarships.
Program Support —Allows the Foundation to grant funds in support of various campus activities 
and student organizations.
Unrestricted—This fund allows the Foundation to provide direct support where it is needed most. 

Fiscal Report 2017-2018 Investing in the Foundation

Sources of Funds 2017-18
Total Contributed  $703,088
 Individuals/Organizations $645,885
 Osher Scholarship Fund 22,000
 Events (gross) 35,203
Investment gain  214,324

TOTAL   $917,412

Disbursements & Expenses 2017-18
Total Disbursements  $247,480
 Scholarships & Awards*  $108,125*
 Programs/Projects 139,355
Other expenses  68,323
 Fundraising events 16,041
 Investment fees 15,960
 Administration/other 36,322

TOTAL   $315,803

*Community groups awarded an additional $19,550 to Columbia 
  College scholarship applicants.

From the Foundation President

2018 was another banner year for 
Columbia College Foundation. The 
year marked the 50th anniversary 
of the College. To celebrate the 
landmark year and with the help 
of a generous gift from the Brady-
Wise Family, the Foundation began 
awarding the Columbia College 
Promise which provides free tuition 
to local high school students for the 
first year. Removing the financial 
barrier to access to college showed 
the result immediately: 175 students 
took advantage of the Promise and 
started their academic journey in 
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The Columbia College 
Foundation promotes 
quality higher education 
that enriches the academic, 
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of our community.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to promote 
student success by providing 
community resources 
that support and expand 
educational opportunities 
for Columbia College’s 
students.
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From the College President

It’s been a year of promise at the Columbia 
College Foundation.
 We took a chance, a measured and 
reasonable risk. We made bold and thoughtful 
predictions and launched the Columbia College 
Promise last August—one year of college, free 
of tuition and fees, for every local high school 
graduate. I can’t express enough how delightful 
it’s been to watch this idea come to life—to meet the 
students who would not be attending Columbia if it were not for the Promise, 
as well as the students who always planned to attend college but now can rest a 
little easier knowing their debt will be lighter. Each one knows their community 
believes in them. What a powerful gift. 
 We owe a debt of gratitude to so many who have helped us bring the 
Promise to reality: to our Columbia College Foundation board members, to the 
college staff who have partnered with us every step of the way, to our college 
and community partners who reached for their checkbooks the first time they 
heard of our Promise, to anonymous donors who give generously behind the 
scenes, and to our future partners who I know will give when the time is right.
 And to the Brady-Wise Family, many thanks for the endowment gift that 
provided the seed. Their extraordinary generosity in life became a Promise for 
the future—the Columbia College Promise.
 So now let’s raise a glass to their job well done, and now our job well begun. 
Please join us to ensure the Columbia College Promise is here in perpetuity.

Sending a drone sailing over fields and forests 
seems like irresistible fun to a lot of people.
 But it’s also an in-demand job skill in 
many rapidly changing fields, from geology, 
forestry and fire protection to agriculture, water 
management and aviation.
 That’s why giving students hands-on 
experience with drone mapping has been a top 
priority for Columbia Earth Science and GIS 
Professor Jeff Tolhurst. He’s just back from a 
sabbatical year where he revamped curriculum 
for a series of geography and earth science 
courses to incorporate new technology in 
infrared imaging, mapping, weather monitoring 
and more.
 Tolhurst’s strategies center on having 
students work together on projects using new 
tools and approaches. The Columbia College 
Foundation and its donors—through the 

Foundation’s mini 
grant program and 
science equipment 
fund—regularly help in 
acquiring items such as 
weather stations, mini 
drones, high-speed 
cameras and software. 
Using these, students 
have mapped bug-
infested trees and invasive 
plants, built their own 

infrared imaging systems from components and 
surveyed fire damage.
 Students and employers both appreciate the 
effort to keep pace with workplace innovations. 
 “In Jeff ’s classes, there’s always something 
to see, hold or operate,” said student Marcus 

Science students map new paths to success 
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How to Give

Donations to the Columbia College 
Foundation may be made at any time online 
at our website: 
www.gocolumbia.edu/foundation 

Donations by check may be made payable 
to the Columbia College Foundation and 
sent to 11600 Columbia College Drive, 
Sonora, CA 95370. For more information 
and giving options, call 209.588.5065, or 
email Amy Nilson at nilsona@yosemite.edu.
Tax ID #23-7306390

Fall of 2018. This 
would not have been 
possible without the 
generous support of 
the community.
      When you 
support the 
Columbia College 
Foundation, you help 
open the doors of 
opportunity for the 
local area students. A 
college education is 
a basic need to enter 

the labor force. In terms of long-term 
investment, education is one of the 
best from both individual and societal 
perspective. Economic studies suggest 
for every $1 spent on education, the 
average rate of return to the student 
is 16.7%, significantly higher than 
the 30-year stock market average 
annual return of 10.1% (Forbes’ S&P 
500, 1987-2016). Thanks to your 
generosity, the Columbia College 
Foundation can help remove financial 
barriers that many of our potential 
students face and provide them a 
pathway to prosperity.

The Columbia College Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to raising supplemental 
funds to support student success and 
promote quality higher education in 
our community. Established by Dr. 
Harvey “Dusty” Rhodes in 1972, the 
Foundation today has an all-volunteer 
community board that works to raise 
the profile of the college and expand partnerships with organizations, businesses and individuals 
who believe in the value of high-quality, accessible public education.
 Foundation income supports a variety of college programs and activities each year, and the 
Foundation oversees the financial management of more than $4 million in assets. Assets consist of 
cash, investments and collections held in unrestricted funds, restricted funds and endowments. An 
annual audit of finances and record-keeping is conducted by a third-party auditor.
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Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay opens festivities at the 50th anniversary community picnic.

Colette Such, CCF President

Artist Stacy Hay with “River’s Edge,” a sculpture by her late husband Sherman Hay 
at the Brady-Wise Family Plaza.

“When I talk to an 
employer, I can say I 
didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read 
about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated 
one.”
—Marcus MacDonald, 
GIS student

MacDonald. “This is what people are using now 
in the field, and these hands-on experiences 
bring a practical understanding…When I talk 
to an employer, I can say I didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated one. The exposure is 
great.”
 Jeff Phillips, chair of the Foundation’s mini 
grant committee, said his team is pleased to 
partner with Tolhurst on a range of requests.
 “One goal of the mini grant program is to 
expand students’ experiences, and certainly Jeff ’s 
STEM projects fit that.”

Professor Jeff Tolhurst explains drone operation at a campus event.

All gifts made to the Foundation have a direct impact on student success and are greatly 
appreciated, regardless of size. Donors can choose from a variety of projects and programs to suit 
their philanthropic interests. All donations are tax deductible to the greatest extent permitted by law. 
Giving options include:

Columbia College Promise—Support local high school graduates. 
Scholarships—Support students directly through named and/or endowed scholarships.
Program Support —Allows the Foundation to grant funds in support of various campus activities 
and student organizations.
Unrestricted—This fund allows the Foundation to provide direct support where it is needed most. 

Fiscal Report 2017-2018 Investing in the Foundation

Sources of Funds 2017-18
Total Contributed  $703,088
 Individuals/Organizations $645,885
 Osher Scholarship Fund 22,000
 Events (gross) 35,203
Investment gain  214,324

TOTAL   $917,412

Disbursements & Expenses 2017-18
Total Disbursements  $247,480
 Scholarships & Awards*  $108,125*
 Programs/Projects 139,355
Other expenses  68,323
 Fundraising events 16,041
 Investment fees 15,960
 Administration/other 36,322

TOTAL   $315,803

*Community groups awarded an additional $19,550 to Columbia 
  College scholarship applicants.

From the Foundation President

2018 was another banner year for 
Columbia College Foundation. The 
year marked the 50th anniversary 
of the College. To celebrate the 
landmark year and with the help 
of a generous gift from the Brady-
Wise Family, the Foundation began 
awarding the Columbia College 
Promise which provides free tuition 
to local high school students for the 
first year. Removing the financial 
barrier to access to college showed 
the result immediately: 175 students 
took advantage of the Promise and 
started their academic journey in 

Vision Statement
The Columbia College 
Foundation promotes 
quality higher education 
that enriches the academic, 
economic, and cultural life 

of our community.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to promote 
student success by providing 
community resources 
that support and expand 
educational opportunities 
for Columbia College’s 
students.
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From the College President

It’s been a year of promise at the Columbia 
College Foundation.
 We took a chance, a measured and 
reasonable risk. We made bold and thoughtful 
predictions and launched the Columbia College 
Promise last August—one year of college, free 
of tuition and fees, for every local high school 
graduate. I can’t express enough how delightful 
it’s been to watch this idea come to life—to meet the 
students who would not be attending Columbia if it were not for the Promise, 
as well as the students who always planned to attend college but now can rest a 
little easier knowing their debt will be lighter. Each one knows their community 
believes in them. What a powerful gift. 
 We owe a debt of gratitude to so many who have helped us bring the 
Promise to reality: to our Columbia College Foundation board members, to the 
college staff who have partnered with us every step of the way, to our college 
and community partners who reached for their checkbooks the first time they 
heard of our Promise, to anonymous donors who give generously behind the 
scenes, and to our future partners who I know will give when the time is right.
 And to the Brady-Wise Family, many thanks for the endowment gift that 
provided the seed. Their extraordinary generosity in life became a Promise for 
the future—the Columbia College Promise.
 So now let’s raise a glass to their job well done, and now our job well begun. 
Please join us to ensure the Columbia College Promise is here in perpetuity.

Sending a drone sailing over fields and forests 
seems like irresistible fun to a lot of people.
 But it’s also an in-demand job skill in 
many rapidly changing fields, from geology, 
forestry and fire protection to agriculture, water 
management and aviation.
 That’s why giving students hands-on 
experience with drone mapping has been a top 
priority for Columbia Earth Science and GIS 
Professor Jeff Tolhurst. He’s just back from a 
sabbatical year where he revamped curriculum 
for a series of geography and earth science 
courses to incorporate new technology in 
infrared imaging, mapping, weather monitoring 
and more.
 Tolhurst’s strategies center on having 
students work together on projects using new 
tools and approaches. The Columbia College 
Foundation and its donors—through the 

Foundation’s mini 
grant program and 
science equipment 
fund—regularly help in 
acquiring items such as 
weather stations, mini 
drones, high-speed 
cameras and software. 
Using these, students 
have mapped bug-
infested trees and invasive 
plants, built their own 

infrared imaging systems from components and 
surveyed fire damage.
 Students and employers both appreciate the 
effort to keep pace with workplace innovations. 
 “In Jeff ’s classes, there’s always something 
to see, hold or operate,” said student Marcus 

Science students map new paths to success 
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Fall of 2018. This 
would not have been 
possible without the 
generous support of 
the community.
      When you 
support the 
Columbia College 
Foundation, you help 
open the doors of 
opportunity for the 
local area students. A 
college education is 
a basic need to enter 

the labor force. In terms of long-term 
investment, education is one of the 
best from both individual and societal 
perspective. Economic studies suggest 
for every $1 spent on education, the 
average rate of return to the student 
is 16.7%, significantly higher than 
the 30-year stock market average 
annual return of 10.1% (Forbes’ S&P 
500, 1987-2016). Thanks to your 
generosity, the Columbia College 
Foundation can help remove financial 
barriers that many of our potential 
students face and provide them a 
pathway to prosperity.

The Columbia College Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to raising supplemental 
funds to support student success and 
promote quality higher education in 
our community. Established by Dr. 
Harvey “Dusty” Rhodes in 1972, the 
Foundation today has an all-volunteer 
community board that works to raise 
the profile of the college and expand partnerships with organizations, businesses and individuals 
who believe in the value of high-quality, accessible public education.
 Foundation income supports a variety of college programs and activities each year, and the 
Foundation oversees the financial management of more than $4 million in assets. Assets consist of 
cash, investments and collections held in unrestricted funds, restricted funds and endowments. An 
annual audit of finances and record-keeping is conducted by a third-party auditor.

❚	 ❚	 ❚

Growth in Total Assets 2012–2018
$4,000,000

3,500,000

3,000,000

2,500,000

2,000,000

1,500,000

1,000,000

500,000

0

FY 2012 FY 2014 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

$1,165,313
$1,295,869

$3,473,659

$937,851
●

●
●

$4,066,379

❚❚

●

●

Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay opens festivities at the 50th anniversary community picnic.

Colette Such, CCF President

Artist Stacy Hay with “River’s Edge,” a sculpture by her late husband Sherman Hay 
at the Brady-Wise Family Plaza.

“When I talk to an 
employer, I can say I 
didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read 
about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated 
one.”
—Marcus MacDonald, 
GIS student

MacDonald. “This is what people are using now 
in the field, and these hands-on experiences 
bring a practical understanding…When I talk 
to an employer, I can say I didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated one. The exposure is 
great.”
 Jeff Phillips, chair of the Foundation’s mini 
grant committee, said his team is pleased to 
partner with Tolhurst on a range of requests.
 “One goal of the mini grant program is to 
expand students’ experiences, and certainly Jeff ’s 
STEM projects fit that.”

Professor Jeff Tolhurst explains drone operation at a campus event.



All gifts made to the Foundation have a direct impact on student success and are greatly 
appreciated, regardless of size. Donors can choose from a variety of projects and programs to suit 
their philanthropic interests. All donations are tax deductible to the greatest extent permitted by law. 
Giving options include:

Columbia College Promise—Support local high school graduates. 
Scholarships—Support students directly through named and/or endowed scholarships.
Program Support —Allows the Foundation to grant funds in support of various campus activities 
and student organizations.
Unrestricted—This fund allows the Foundation to provide direct support where it is needed most. 

Fiscal Report 2017-2018 Investing in the Foundation

Sources of Funds 2017-18
Total Contributed  $703,088
 Individuals/Organizations $645,885
 Osher Scholarship Fund 22,000
 Events (gross) 35,203
Investment gain  214,324

TOTAL   $917,412

Disbursements & Expenses 2017-18
Total Disbursements  $247,480
 Scholarships & Awards*  $108,125*
 Programs/Projects 139,355
Other expenses  68,323
 Fundraising events 16,041
 Investment fees 15,960
 Administration/other 36,322

TOTAL   $315,803

*Community groups awarded an additional $19,550 to Columbia 
  College scholarship applicants.

From the Foundation President

2018 was another banner year for 
Columbia College Foundation. The 
year marked the 50th anniversary 
of the College. To celebrate the 
landmark year and with the help 
of a generous gift from the Brady-
Wise Family, the Foundation began 
awarding the Columbia College 
Promise which provides free tuition 
to local high school students for the 
first year. Removing the financial 
barrier to access to college showed 
the result immediately: 175 students 
took advantage of the Promise and 
started their academic journey in 

Vision Statement
The Columbia College 
Foundation promotes 
quality higher education 
that enriches the academic, 
economic, and cultural life 

of our community.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to promote 
student success by providing 
community resources 
that support and expand 
educational opportunities 
for Columbia College’s 
students.
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From the College President

It’s been a year of promise at the Columbia 
College Foundation.
 We took a chance, a measured and 
reasonable risk. We made bold and thoughtful 
predictions and launched the Columbia College 
Promise last August—one year of college, free 
of tuition and fees, for every local high school 
graduate. I can’t express enough how delightful 
it’s been to watch this idea come to life—to meet the 
students who would not be attending Columbia if it were not for the Promise, 
as well as the students who always planned to attend college but now can rest a 
little easier knowing their debt will be lighter. Each one knows their community 
believes in them. What a powerful gift. 
 We owe a debt of gratitude to so many who have helped us bring the 
Promise to reality: to our Columbia College Foundation board members, to the 
college staff who have partnered with us every step of the way, to our college 
and community partners who reached for their checkbooks the first time they 
heard of our Promise, to anonymous donors who give generously behind the 
scenes, and to our future partners who I know will give when the time is right.
 And to the Brady-Wise Family, many thanks for the endowment gift that 
provided the seed. Their extraordinary generosity in life became a Promise for 
the future—the Columbia College Promise.
 So now let’s raise a glass to their job well done, and now our job well begun. 
Please join us to ensure the Columbia College Promise is here in perpetuity.

Sending a drone sailing over fields and forests 
seems like irresistible fun to a lot of people.
 But it’s also an in-demand job skill in 
many rapidly changing fields, from geology, 
forestry and fire protection to agriculture, water 
management and aviation.
 That’s why giving students hands-on 
experience with drone mapping has been a top 
priority for Columbia Earth Science and GIS 
Professor Jeff Tolhurst. He’s just back from a 
sabbatical year where he revamped curriculum 
for a series of geography and earth science 
courses to incorporate new technology in 
infrared imaging, mapping, weather monitoring 
and more.
 Tolhurst’s strategies center on having 
students work together on projects using new 
tools and approaches. The Columbia College 
Foundation and its donors—through the 

Foundation’s mini 
grant program and 
science equipment 
fund—regularly help in 
acquiring items such as 
weather stations, mini 
drones, high-speed 
cameras and software. 
Using these, students 
have mapped bug-
infested trees and invasive 
plants, built their own 

infrared imaging systems from components and 
surveyed fire damage.
 Students and employers both appreciate the 
effort to keep pace with workplace innovations. 
 “In Jeff ’s classes, there’s always something 
to see, hold or operate,” said student Marcus 

Science students map new paths to success 

President’s Circle Diamond  ($10,000+)
Elsie Bruno
Ernest Pozzi
Foundation for California Community 
Colleges
Sonora Area Foundation
Wise Family Charitable Trust

President’s Circle Gold  ($5,000–$9,999)
Anonymous
Amy Nilson
Soroptimist International of Twain Harte

President’s Circle  ($1,000–$4,999)
Gene and Carolyn Andal
William Buchanan
Gary and Margie Bulkin
Bruce and Faylan Cannon
Robert and Anne Cavagnaro

Jan Verhage
Jeff and Susan Warren
Candace Wilson
Black Oak Casino
Chicken Ranch Tribal Council
Estanislao Chapter No 58 ECV
Freer Financial, Inc. 
Horenstein Family Charitable Fund
Kitchell 
Lee Family Foundation
Lionakis
McMillen Jacobs and Associates
Pacific Gas and Electric
PEO Sisterhood Chapter TP
Sonora Lions Club
Tuolumne County Garden Club
Tuolumne County Master Gardeners 
Tuolumne County Visitors Bureau

Dean and Arlene Cunningham
Meredith L. Dean
Angela R. Fairchilds
Craig and Doralyn Foletti
Lee Ann Fox
Dennis Gervin
Del and Judy Hodges
John Husher
Jim and Pat Johnson
Lynn C. Martin
Judy and Don Myers 
Jeffrey and Robin Phillips
Jim Riggs
Charles and Kate Segerstrom 
Todd and Cynthia Simonson
David R. Stranz
Colette Such and David Williams
Angie Taylor

Donor Gold  ($500–$999)
Erik Andal
Patrick Burke
Ross Carkeet
Denise Deatsch
Brian Jensen
Kenan and Cierra McDonald
Janice Nelson
Barbara Plowman and Damon Plowman
Ron and Cindy Roberson
John and Diane Stewart
Carl Vacketta
Columbia College Classified Senate
P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter LH
YCCD Leadership Team

Donor  ($100–$499)
Barry and Sherrie Amundsen
Dean and Kari Andal

Honor Roll of Donors Columbia College Foundation gifts received in Fiscal Year 2018 Gene and Carolyn Andal
Anonymous
Chad Barrow
Randy Barton
Stephanie Beaver
Winelda Blum
Rick and Vonna Breeze Martin
Yvonne Brightbill
Laureen Campana and Phil Schermeister
Coni M. Chavez
Kathryn Christensen
Melissa Colon
Julie Cowell
Desiree Cox
Joseph DePage
Jeff and Sue Fitzwater
Tiffeny Flies
Matthew Fox
Louise M. Goicoechea, EdD
Roy and Pat Gray

Brian and McKenzie Greene
Beverly Grillo
Suzanne Harkness
Rod D. Harris
Jerry and Kathy Hodge
Thomas Hofstra
Thomas A. Johnson
Craig J. Johnston
Raelene Juarez
Patrick and Sharon Kelley
Kathy Kenna
Alicia Kolstad
Craig Konklin
Maryl Landess
The Lingren Family
Jean Mallory
Dana and Lisa Mayo
Kirsten Miller
Micha W. Miller
Erin Naegle

Jill Olson
Tamara L. Oxford
Elizabeth J. Pfleging
Ida M. Ponder
Brandon Price
Melissa Raby
John and Judy Reiman
Patricia B. Rhodes
Nathan C. Rien
Jenni Risard
Rick Rivera
Karen Rodts
James and Jean Roeber
Sheryl Schaffner
Katherine Schultz
Adrienne Seegers
Steve and Marnie Shively
BZ Smith and Geoff Wynne
Grace A. Smith
Meryl A. Soto

Diana Sunday
Jeff W. Tolhurst
Mike Torok
Dirk Travis
Tina Trolier
Lahna Von Epps
Sylvia Watterson
Maureen F. Woods
Karen Yacovetti
Amos Screen Printing and Embroidery
Associated Students of Columbia College
Blue Mountain Minerals
Columbia College F&NR Club
Commonwealth Cares Fund Inc.
Sierra Business Council
Sisterhood Fellowship, Columbia College 
Chapter
YCCD CSEA Chapter #420

Friend  (Up to $99)
Luisa Adams
Anonymous
Paul Becker
Kristine Bergesen
Anthony and Kimberly DeFont
Don Dickinson
Richard and Suzanne Duran
Roger and Patricia Duval
Graham Freeman
Dennis and Denise Garcia
Pam Guerra-Schmidt
Wendy L. Hesse
Barbara Higgins Falk
Cindy A. Inwood
Dave Kenyon
Lindsay Laney
Walter and Donna Mitchell
Cynthia Moore Restivo 
Nancy Rice

Stan and Anita Schaffner
Gail Segerstrom
Laurie E. Sylwester
Panda Restaurant Group Inc.
Sinaloa Sunshine Middle School

Columbia Promise Contributors 
Gifts received through December 1, 2018
Santanu Bandyopadhyay
Gary and Margie Bulkin
Joseph DePage
Mikla Derlet
Jeanne Duffer
Jeanette Emery
Angela R. Fairchilds, PhD
Barbara Higgins Falk
Tiffeny Flies
Lee Ann Fox
Freer Financial, Inc.
Louise M. Goicoechea, EdD
Roy and Pat Gray

Del and Judy Hodges
Patrick and Sharon Kelly
Scott Nanik
Kenan and Cierra McDonald
Lara McNicol
Cathy Moss
Don and Judy Myers
Janice Nelson
Amy Nilson
Cathy and Ronald Parker
Jeff and Robin Phillips
Melissa Raby
Jim Roeber
James and Jean Roeber
Rich and Nancy Schwarzmann
Todd and Cynthia Simonson
BZ Smith and Geoff Wynne
Soroptimist International of Twain Harte
Colette Such and David Williams
Joe and Colleen Sylva

Jan Verhage
Jeff and Susan Warren
Marcia Williams
Wise Family Charitable Trust
Chancellor Henry C.V. Yong
Sonora Area Foundation

Anonymous
Celeste and Bill Boyd
Dr. James and Bonnie Comazzi
Diane Dotson
John and Diane Geer
Del and Judy Hodges
Ken Perkins and Beverly Shane
Charles and Kate Segerstrom
Reb and Susan Silay
Ed and Nancy Wyllie
Black Oak Casino Resort
Comcast
McMillen Jacobs Associates
Sonora Sunrise Rotary

How to Give

Donations to the Columbia College 
Foundation may be made at any time online 
at our website: 
www.gocolumbia.edu/foundation 

Donations by check may be made payable 
to the Columbia College Foundation and 
sent to 11600 Columbia College Drive, 
Sonora, CA 95370. For more information 
and giving options, call 209.588.5065, or 
email Amy Nilson at nilsona@yosemite.edu.
Tax ID #23-7306390

Fall of 2018. This 
would not have been 
possible without the 
generous support of 
the community.
      When you 
support the 
Columbia College 
Foundation, you help 
open the doors of 
opportunity for the 
local area students. A 
college education is 
a basic need to enter 

the labor force. In terms of long-term 
investment, education is one of the 
best from both individual and societal 
perspective. Economic studies suggest 
for every $1 spent on education, the 
average rate of return to the student 
is 16.7%, significantly higher than 
the 30-year stock market average 
annual return of 10.1% (Forbes’ S&P 
500, 1987-2016). Thanks to your 
generosity, the Columbia College 
Foundation can help remove financial 
barriers that many of our potential 
students face and provide them a 
pathway to prosperity.

The Columbia College Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to raising supplemental 
funds to support student success and 
promote quality higher education in 
our community. Established by Dr. 
Harvey “Dusty” Rhodes in 1972, the 
Foundation today has an all-volunteer 
community board that works to raise 
the profile of the college and expand partnerships with organizations, businesses and individuals 
who believe in the value of high-quality, accessible public education.
 Foundation income supports a variety of college programs and activities each year, and the 
Foundation oversees the financial management of more than $4 million in assets. Assets consist of 
cash, investments and collections held in unrestricted funds, restricted funds and endowments. An 
annual audit of finances and record-keeping is conducted by a third-party auditor.
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Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay opens festivities at the 50th anniversary community picnic.

Colette Such, CCF President

Artist Stacy Hay with “River’s Edge,” a sculpture by her late husband Sherman Hay 
at the Brady-Wise Family Plaza.

“When I talk to an 
employer, I can say I 
didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read 
about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated 
one.”
—Marcus MacDonald, 
GIS student

MacDonald. “This is what people are using now 
in the field, and these hands-on experiences 
bring a practical understanding…When I talk 
to an employer, I can say I didn’t just learn about 
a new approach or read about using a piece of 
equipment—I operated one. The exposure is 
great.”
 Jeff Phillips, chair of the Foundation’s mini 
grant committee, said his team is pleased to 
partner with Tolhurst on a range of requests.
 “One goal of the mini grant program is to 
expand students’ experiences, and certainly Jeff ’s 
STEM projects fit that.”

Professor Jeff Tolhurst explains drone operation at a campus event.
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Community Report

Allied Health student Heather Graham 
has weathered much heartache in the last year. 
Yet her experiences and the support from her 
Columbia College family have only reinforced 
her resolve to build a new life and better future 
for herself and her young daughters.
 Heather was in the middle of her semester at 
Columbia last fall, when she lost both her mom 
and her uncle within just a couple of months of 
each other. Because Heather had been the main 
in-home caregiver for both for a couple of years, 
she and her daughters also had to move from the 
home they all shared. 
 Heather had been 
making good progress 
on her goals to earn dual 
degrees in Allied Health 
and Public Health, when 
so much changed. It had 
taken her years to build 
her confidence to start 
back to school and she was 
determined to keep going.
 With an emergency 
scholarship from the Columbia College 
Foundation, and help from her counselors, 
financial aid staff and the campus child care 

center, she was able to find new housing, got a 
job on campus and has stayed on track with her 
studies.
 “I’m finding my strengths and abilities,” 
she said. “And my daughters are my reason for 
everything. I realize how much I have. I’m so 
thankful—and I will face any challenge. There’s 
always something good on the other side.”

“I’m finding my 
strengths and 
abilities…and my 
daughters are my 
reason for everything.”
—Heather Graham,
Allied Health student

2018 Scholarships and Awards CelebrationYoung family finds a place to grow at Columbia

Columbia staff and alums share their gems

C O L U M B I A  C O L L E G E  F O U N D A T I O N

In this 50th anniversary year, the Columbia 
College Foundation is collecting stories from 
students and staff over five decades. Below is one of 
our favorites from alum Tom Deal. To share your 
story, please contact the Foundation at nilsona@
yosemite.edu or call us at 209.588.5055.

This is a story 
about 50 years of 
personal growth that 
started right after my 
military service thanks 
to three teachers: 
Blaine Rodgers, Bob 
MacDonald and 
Ross Carkeet. Ross, 
young and hip, first 
mentioned the rare 
Chinese (Dawn) 
Redwood now 
planted on campus 
to honor my mother. 
Bob MacDonald, 

such a casual, effective teaching style. But it was 
Blaine Rodgers and his eight-day High Sierra 
backpacking classes that laid the foundation for 

the rest of my life.
 Campus proximity to natural wonders like 
Yosemite, Big Trees and Sonora Pass made the 
studies come alive. I waded in rivers and picked 
up limestone, marble, granite, and gold, each rock 

telling “the sermons in the 
stones.” The excitement 
of understanding what 
lay right before my eyes 
would not have grown 
from book learnin’ alone, 
and that led to college 
teaching, SCUBA diving, 
a solar heating business, 

and whitewater rafting. What a life.
 Watching my father, “Dean Dad,” added 
depth, and taught me the value of community 
service. I have this clear image of him flying by, 
his tie blown backwards over his shoulder, as 
he rushed from one meeting to another, always 
building something new. His children and this 
campus are his legacy. Not bad. Not bad at all.
 I’m an eco-nerd, and I’m proud of it. It all 
started at Columbia College, and has been a 
living, growing thing ever since. You should be so 
lucky!

Columbia College Promise gives 175 local students a great start
Priceless moments of encouragement and gratitude fill the day at the Columbia College 
Foundation’s annual Scholarships and Awards Celebration each April. Students and their families 
have a chance to meet their scholarship donors in person. More than 100 Columbia College students 
received more than $128,000 in scholarship support through the Columbia College Foundation and 
its partners in the 2017-18 school year.

As high school seniors last year, Ally 
Slater and Phoenix Farris both had every 
intent to go on to college—they just weren’t 
sure how they and their families could 
afford it.
 Ally, a Summerville High School 
graduate, wants a career in nursing, starting 
with an Allied Health degree. Her dad 
is a fire fighter, her mom is a hairdresser 
and her little brother is in eighth grade. 
Phoenix, a Sonora High School graduate 
and accomplished flautist, is looking at years 
of additional study to become a classical 
musician. His dad is disabled, his mom is 
a store manager and he has two younger 
brothers in high school.
 Thanks to the brand new Columbia College 
Promise, they now have what they call a smart, 
high quality and affordable way to start toward 
their goals. Launched this fall by the Columbia 
College Foundation, 
the Promise covers fees 
and tuition for every 
qualified local public 
high school graduate 
who attends Columbia 
College fulltime their 
first academic year 
immediately after 
graduation. 
 A total of 175 local 
students took advantage of the program in its 
first semester.
 “It’s been an amazing response,” said 
Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools 
Margie Bulkin, a Foundation director and 
chair of the Promise campaign. “We’ve almost 
doubled the number of local graduates 
coming here fulltime right out of high school. 
More than a third of the Tuolumne County 
graduating Class of 2018 are now Promise 
students.”

 Phoenix and Ally are just the kind of 
students the program was designed to serve.
 “The Promise is the smartest option for 
me,” Ally said. “I know I have a lot of hard 
work ahead, and a lot of competition. This is an 
awesome opportunity to stay at home while I get 
my general education out of the way, and then 
see what happens.”
 Phoenix agreed.
 “It was so clear that Columbia was the right 
choice for me,” said Phoenix. “I’ll be going on to 
university, but four years was too much. This has 
been a real relief for my family and for me—as 
an 18-year-old, I was not ready for the financial 
stress.
 “It’s been absolutely awesome. I know 
I’m getting a strong education here. I love the 
faculty and the people I’m meeting here. I love 
that I’m still at home and I can be a part of the 
community.”

The Foundation launched the Promise this fall, 
with a fundraising goal of $270,000 to fund the 
first three years. As of November, we are more 
than 80 percent of the way to that goal. Please help 
us hit the mark with your gift to support local 
students through the Columbia College Promise.

“We’ve almost doubled 
the number of local 
graduates coming here 
fulltime right out of 
high school.”
—Margie Bulkin, 
Promise campaign chair

Faculty Scholarship winners earn a round of applause

Recipient Melissa Murry

Recipient Dawn Warfield with 
Jim Garaventa

Recipient Joshua Sunday greets college and Foundation representatives

Donor Bruce Cannon (center) with Fire Academy students Columbia College President Angela Fairchilds

Recipient  Mason MendozaScholarship donors (from left) Rich and Nancy Schwarzmann and Arlene and 
Dean Cunningham

Recipient Alphonso Burge (right) with donor Robert 
Gritz and Foundation director Amy Nilson

Recipient Matthew Burbey

Pioneer resident Tom Deal, whose 
father, Robert Deal, was one 
of Columbia College’s founding 
administrators, taught geography at 
San Jose State University and several 
California community colleges. He is 
also an avid hiker, white water rafter 
and SCUBA diver.

“But it was watching 
my father, ‘Dean Dad,‘ 
that added depth, and 
taught me the value of 
community service…”
—Tom Deal

The Columbia College Foundation hosted 
a special campus gathering at the end of 
September to dedicate the Brady-Wise Family 
Plaza, honoring community benefactors Don 
Brady, Millie Brady Wise and John Wise for 
their many contributions to the college. 
Among the special guests were Brady-Wise 
family members Lynne Jerome of Tuolumne 
and Margaret Brady Hunter and her family, who 
travelled from North Carolina to attend.

Lynne Jerome, daughter of John 
and Florence Wise

Margaret Brady Hunter, daughter of 
Don and Millie Brady

“As a first-generation student 
I was not prepared when I entered 
college, and did not know any of 
the available resources to succeed. 
I find inspiration in knowing that 
others believe in my ability to 
succeed.”
—Mason Mendoza
Liberal Studies/ Computer Science

Promise students enjoy a welcome gathering.

Brady-Wise Plaza dedicated


