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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

July 18, 2017 • Noon – 1:30 pm 

 

Location:  Columbia College, Manzanita Conference Room – Sonora, California 

 

 
Board Members Present: Margie Bulkin, John Freer; Lee Ann Fox; Janice Nelson; Jeff Phillips; 

Jim Roeber; Colette Such; Charles Segerstrom; Jan Verhage. 

 

Staff Present: Amy Nilson; Kimberly Francis; Amy McKinney 

 

Advisory Council Present: Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Dr. Lynn Martin   

 

Absent (Excused): Bill Dunlavy; Del Hodges; Kenan McDonald; Judy Myers; Doreen Bass; Trevor 

Stewart. 

 

Guests/Past Board Members: Rosetta Bannwarth; Louise Goicoechea. 

Absent (Unexcused): 

 

1. Call to Order (12:05pm by CCF President, Colette Such)  

 
Introduction & Guests – Ms. Such welcomed past Foundation Board Members, 
Rosetta Bannwarth and Louise Goicoechea, and honored them as out-going 
board members who completed three three-year terms of service on June 30, 
2017. Ms. Stephanie Suess also completed her ninth year, but was unable to 
attend today’s meeting. Ms. Such said a few words of thanks to Ms. Bannwarth 
and Ms. Goicoechea, and also provided them with a plaque reading, “With 
sincere appreciation for exceptional service to the Board of Directors.”  

 
A. Review and Acceptance of May 16, 2017 Meeting Minutes –Mr. Phillips made the 

motion to approve the May Minutes, Ms. Verhage seconded the motion and it was 
passed.  
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2. Old Business (Colette Such) 

 

A. 2017-18 committee assignments – Ms. Such provided details about the current 
2017-18 committee lists and was pleased to see all committees full. The board 
discussed making the Nominating Committee part of the  Development 
Committee, but opted to keep them separate. Ms. Such will contact the 
Scholarship committee to schedule an Academic Works software training session 
this fall for new committee members.  

 

3.  New Business (Colette Such) 
A. Legacy Gift – Ms. Nilson reported that the Legacy Gift given by the Wise Family 

Charitable Trust arrived on June 30, 2017. It totaled $2,018,300, which is the 
largest gift by far given to Columbia College in the 50 years since opening in 
1968. Ms. Nilson provided the history of the donors – Don Brady, Millie Brady 
Wise and John Wise. The donation will continue to support the Foundation’s 
Mini-Grant program, boost the Promise Scholarship, and provide $10-20,000 per 
year to the Unrestricted Fund. The Foundation now needs to create a fund 
agreement with the donor. From past discussions with the donor and in 
consideration of the board’s spending policy, the proposal is to hold $1 million as 
an endowment for the Mini Grant program, $750,000 as an endowment for the 
Promise Scholarship and $250,000 as restricted funds to support those two 
programs in the early years of the endowments.  

 
The Board asked how they could thank the Brady-Wise family appropriately after 
such a significant gift. Suggestions were focused on honoring the family by 
showcasing how the funds would assist with students’ success. Ms. Nilson 
reminded the board that a proposal to name the lakeside plaza outside the 
Tamarack Building after the family has been suggested to Margie Brady Hunter, 
daughter of Millie and Don Brady. That proposal will be presented to the YCCD’s 
new chancellor and the YCCD board for approval. Ms. Brady said she and her 
family would plan to attend a dedication and would like a date as soon as it is 
available.   
 
Ms. Bulkin acknowledged good work by Ms. Nilson in stewarding this gift.  
 
Mr. Roeber made the motion to accept the Wise Family Charitable Trust gift and 
continue with a fund agreement. Ms. Fox seconded the motion and it was 
passed. 
 

B. New Chancellor reception – Dr. Fairchilds asked the Board about hosting an 
event to welcome the new YCCD Chancellor, Henry Chiong Vui Yong to campus, 
introducing him to community members, donors and board members. Dr. Yong 
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previously worked at Evergreen Valley College in San Jose and is enthusiastic 
about working with both Modesto Junior College and Columbia College. The 
Board discussed holding the event in September in the newly remodeled Cellar 
Restaurant. Dr. Yong will be in attendance at the August 24 In-Service Day at the 
Dogwood Forum.  

 
C. Election of officers (secretary) – CCF board members were asked to elect a new 

board secretary to complete the term of Rosetta Bannwarth, whose third term 
on the board ended on June 30, 2017. The nominating committee recommended 
Del Hodges, and Ms. Francis passed out ballots. (Results were collected, tallied 
and reported later in the meeting). 
 

4. Financial Reports 
A. 3rd Quarter Report – Ms. Fox reported that the Finance Committee met on 

June 26 to review the 3rd quarter report and other matters. The group 
discussed creating a sub-committee for Carkeet Park, drafting fund 
agreements, finding a better way to track in-kind donations and creating a 
work group to prepare a call for proposals from financial advisors. The 
committee also reviewed the unrestricted budget for 2017-18.  

  
        John Freer provided information on his review of CCF investments and the  
        current financial advisor contract. 

 
Ms. Fox made the motion to approve the 3rd Quarter Report, Mr. Freer 
seconded the motion and it was passed.  
 

B. 2017-18 Unrestricted budget – Ms. Fox asked Ms. Nilson to provide details 
on the proposed budget (attached), recommended for approval by the 
finance committee. Ms. Nilson noted several items: 

 Overall unrestricted revenue was projected at $38,000 and overall 
expenditures at $48,000, with a $10,000 line item for the Promise 
campaign and 50th anniversary activities to be funded if necessary 
from unrestricted reserves.  

 The Legacy gift, received on the last day of the 2016-17 fiscal year, 
was not included in projections and will increase unrestricted revenue 
(via the 1% administrative fee). The finance committee will review the 
impacts of the gift with Ms. McKinney and Mr. Stewart. 

 The finance committee recommends $1,500 for travel for an 
upcoming CASE conference (Conference for Community College 
Advancement) October 12, 13, 14 in Anaheim, CA. The committee 
recommends paying for Ms. Francis to attend, and other interested 
Board members as funds allow.  

 Online donations are growing, and that will increase some fees. 
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Ms. Bulkin made the motion to approve the 2017-18 budget, Ms. Verhage 
seconded the motion and it was passed.  

 

5. College/District Updates 

 

A. Advisory Council Members Reports-  

Dr. Fairchilds reported that the following: 

 She and others will view some outdoor art work later in the month, as 

possible components for the Brady-Wise plaza.   

 An Accreditation Team will visit Columbia College during the first week of 

October. Their visit will include two public forums.  

 Dr. Fairchilds, Ms. Nilson and Jill Sterns (Modesto Junior College President) 

will attend the 2nd Annual California College Promise Conference on August 

30 in Sacramento. Information will be shared with the Foundation Board.   

 

Amy McKinney – Ms. McKinney reported that Foundation finances are doing well 

and she has enjoyed processing the Legacy gift, which will be reflected in the 4th 

Quarter Report.  

 

Dr. Lynn Martin – Dr. Martin praised the new YCCD Chancellor, Dr. Henry Yong and 

said he is off to a good start. She also acknowledged Columbia College Vice 

President Brian Sanders for excellent work in his presentation of the Columbia 

College self-study at the June YCCD Board study session.   

 

Absent: Academic Senate representative, Associated Student representative 

 

B. Development Office Report:  

Amy Nilson: report given at the end of the meeting.  

6. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – Lee Ann Fox, Chair. Report provided in 4A.  

B. Nominating Committee – Contact Ms. Such if interested in Nominating committee.  

C. Executive Committee – Colette Such, Chair- No additional report. 

D. Development Committee –No additional report. 

E. Mini Grants Committee – Jeff Phillips, Chair- Mr. Phillips reported that $44,000 will roll 

over to the 2017-18 fiscal year for mini-grants. The committee will meet in the fall and 

address the program’s new endowment.  

F. Scholarship Committee –Colette Such, Chair- The committee will meet this fall.   
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G. Ad Hoc Promise Committee – Margie Bulkin, Chair- Ms. Bulkin had some corrections and 

additions for the Promise Scholarship donor brochure, and suggested providing a return 

envelope. She also wants CCF to be clear that Promise donations are still needed 

beyond the recent endowment gift.  She also reported that an informational meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, August 15th from 3:00pm – 4:30pm in Room 217 at the 

Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools office for high school superintendents, 

principals and counselors to familiarize them with the Promise Scholarship and 

Campaign. 

*Ballots were collected by Ms. Francis and counted. Ms. Such made the announcement that 
Del Hodges was elected as the 2017-18 Board Secretary, joining the Foundation’s continuing 
slate of officers for 2017-18: President Colette Such, Vice President Judy Myers and 
Treasurer Lee Ann Fox.  

 

Development Office Report: Ms. Nilson reported the following: 

 The Foundation received two grants: $20,000 from AT&T and $2,000 from 

the Black Hat Foundation, both supporting the Foster Youth services.  

 2017 Scholarship awards are completed: a total of $117,000 in 157 awards 

and scholarships. 

 8 Future Vision Scholarships were awarded to local high school graduates 

coming to Columbia in the fall. 

 Promise Scholarship fundraising is going well.  As of June 29, CCF had pledges 

and gifts totaling $107,000. Adding at least $20,000 per year from the Wise 

gift brings the total to $167,000 toward the $270,000 goal for the three-year 

pilot, with $103,000 to go.  

 CCF and Columbia College had great representation at the Mother Lode Fair 

on July 7,8,9.  

 The Foundation’s benefit preview night at Sierra Repertory Theatre is 

Thursday, November 30 – “Another Night Before Christmas.” 

 

August 24 will be the Columbia College In-Service Day, held in the Dogwood Forum.  

 

Adjournment (Colette Such) Ms. Such adjourned the meeting at 1:30pm and advised the 

next meeting will be September 19, 2017. Location – Columbia College Manzanita 

Conference Room.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kimberly Francis, Recording Secretary 


