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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

January 17, 2017 • Noon – 1:30 pm 

 

Location:  County Schools Office – Sonora, California 

 

 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth; Margie Bulkin; John Freer; Lee Ann Fox; Louise 

Goicoechea; Del Hodges; Judy Myers; Janice Nelson; Jeff Phillips; Jim Roeber; Charles 

Segerstrom; Colette Such; Jan Verhage. 

 

Staff Present: Amy Nilson; Kimberly Francis; Trevor Stewart    

 

Advisory Council Present: Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Dr. Lynn Martin 

 

Absent (Excused): Errin Bass; Doreen Bass; Bill Dunlavy; Dr. Joe Manlove; Kenan McDonald, 

Stephanie Suess 

 

Absent (Unexcused): 

 

1. Call to Order (12:08pm by CCF President, Colette Such)  

 
A. Introductions 
 
B. Review and Acceptance of November 15, 2016 Meeting Minutes –Ms. Francis noted a 
revision: Dr. Martin was absent. Ms. Bannwarth made the motion to approve as 
corrected. Ms. Bulkin seconded the motion and it was passed. 

  
 
2. Old Business (Colette Such) 
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A. Planning Retreat – Ms. Such noted the executive committee is planning a board 
retreat for Tuesday, February 21 from 8:30am to 1pm at Sonora Hills Club House. 
Bill Dunlavy is assisting Ms. Such in scheduling the location. Topics will include 
Foundation goals for 2017 and new board member orientation.  

B. Legacy gift update – Ms. Such and Ms. Nilson updated the board on donor 
discussions, which prompted the proposed naming policy and change to gift 
acceptance policy on this agenda.   

 

3.  New Business (Colette Such) 
A. Naming Policy- Ms. Such and Ms. Nilson explained the YCCD board has adopted a 

new naming policy and procedures for the district, and has asked the two college 
foundations to develop related policies to address how they will approach 
proposed recognition for donors. The CCF Executive committee is recommending 
the draft policy (provided), which outlines how discussions and 
recommendations will be handled. Ms. Nilson noted that the draft was 
developed in discussion with MJC Foundation’s George Boodrookis and a review 
of policies at other community colleges. Mr. Freer moved to accept the 
Naming/Recognition procedures. Ms. Myers seconded the motion. Ms. Verhage 
suggested one change to clarify that the naming procedures apply to single gifts 
or pledges only (not for cumulative totals given over time) and that recognition 
will be completed once the gift or final pledge payment is received.  The motion 
was amended to include the change, and approved. 

 
B. Gift Acceptance Policy change: sale of stock- Ms. Such reported that the Finance 

Committee met in December, and is recommending a change to the gift 
acceptance policy to state that all donations of stocks will be sold upon receipt 
as a general rule.  Mr. Stewart and Ms. Fox noted that this was the unanimous 
opinion of the committee and the Foundation’s investment advisor – to sell 
donations of stock immediately and place proceeds in the Foundation’s 
investment portfolio. This practice reduces risk and allows investments to be 
immediately rebalanced according to the Foundation’s investment goals and 
policies. Discussion followed about acceptance of artwork or other gifts that in 
the past were not immediately sold. Mr. Hodges suggested changing the policy 
wording to state that non-cash gifts may be presented to the board. Ms. Bulkin 
moved to approve the two changes to the Gift Policy and Ms. Fox seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved.  
 

 
4. Financial Reports 

A. New Staff: Trevor Stewart and Amy McKinney – Mr. Stewart introduced himself 
to the Board and shared that Amy McKinney, the new Fiscal Services Supervisor, 
will be at the March meeting.  

B. Audit – Finance Committee reviewed the 2015-16 Audit in December and 
recommended approval. Mr. Stewart responded to questions about net assets 
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and unrestricted funds. Ms. Fox made the motion to accept Ms. Bulkin seconded 
the motion. Mr. Freer pointed out an error in a note (page 9 Note 2). Mr. 
Stewart noted the typo and will have it corrected. The motion to accept the 
audit was approved.  

C. 2nd Quarter Report – Mr. Stewart presented the 2nd Quarter Report. Discussion 
followed about a decrease in the unrestricted fund, the impact of an expected 
endowment gift which will increase fee revenue for the unrestricted fund, and 
options for handling the expense of scholarship and donor management 
software. Ms. Verhage made the motion to accept the 2nd Quarter financials with 
a second by Ms. Myers. Motion was approved.  

 

5. College/District Updates 

 

A. Advisory Council Members Reports-  

Dr. Fairchilds reported that students are back on campus for the spring 2017 

semester and provided the following updates: 

 An interactive In-Service Day for all faculty and staff was held on Thursday, 

January 5. Education researcher Dr. Darla Cooper presented research on Student 

Success in Community Colleges and “6 Factors of Success.” (Handout provided to 

CCF board members). The presentation included a student panel. Students were 

asked what influenced their success at Columbia College – many spoke highly 

about becoming student workers, as a way to become informed and feel more 

valued and connected to campus.  

 While current flat enrollments, Columbia College is gaining in productivity and 

holding steady financially. 

 Save the Date: Friday, March 10 – Occupational Olympics will be held at 

Columbia College for local high schools. Due to training, the Fire Academy will 

hold their portion of the event on Wednesday, March 8. 

 

Trevor Stewart updated the Board about the construction underway on the Lower 

Lever of the Manzanita Building – improvements for the Hospitality Program and  

Snack Bar are projected to open for Fall 2017. 

 

Dr. Lynn Martin reported that the YCCD District welcomes Jane Harmon as Interim 

Yosemite Community College District Chancellor as the search for a permanent 

Chancellor continues. Dr. Martin’s request to serve on the new hiring committee 

was declined, because she had served in the first chancellor search. Ms. Nelson 

suggested that the board submit a letter of concern about fair representation. Ms. 

Such agreed to follow through as board president. 
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Amy Nilson reported for absent advisory members. Dr. Joe Manlove can no longer 

sit on the Foundation Board due to a class scheduling conflict – the search continues 

for a new Academic Senate Representative. Doreen Bass, Classified Senate 

President, also has trouble leaving campus for off-site meetings. Erin Bass, ASCC 

President, reported that the students will no longer pursue payment of fingerprint 

costs for student workers, as students are making due with payment plans.  

 

B. Development Office Report:  

Amy Nilson: Ms. Nilson provided her report following the committee reports.  

 

6. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – Lee Ann Fox, Chair. Meeting held in December 2016 with 

upcoming meeting scheduled for February 2017.  

B. Nominating Committee – Rosetta Bannwarth, Chair- No additional report. 

C. Executive Committee – Colette Such, Chair- Committee met on January 12 to prepare 

Agenda for Jan. 17 Board Meeting.  

D. Development Committee – Rosetta Bannwarth, Chair- Meeting scheduled for February. 

E. Mini Grants Committee – Jeff Phillips, Chair- Mr. Phillips noted Fall 2016 executed 

$13,115.00 to campus programs – leaving over $25,000 for 2017. Mini Grant 

applications are due on March 6. Two possible meeting dates were provided for late 

March to review spring applications.  

F. Scholarship Committee –Colette Such, Chair- General Scholarship applications are ready 

to be read by the committee – Ms. Such added that applications are strong.  

G. Ad Hoc Promise Committee – Margie Bulkin, Chair, had to leave the meeting early. Ms. Nilson 

reported on the committee meeting held earlier in the day. The committee agreed to change 

over to smaller work groups at this point to focus on program details and donor contacts.  The 

committee in the next two months will collect contact names from CCF Board Members, 

present to campus councils, connect with Calaveras County leaders, talk to High School leaders 

and the Sonora Area Foundation staff, and plan out a schedule for public release. Two 

donations have been received to date, and staff has established the Promise Scholarship Fund, 

which will appear in future quarterly reports. 

H. Development Office Report:  

Amy Nilson reported the following: 

 The Foundation was offered a November 30 benefit preview performance at Sierra 

Repertory Theatre, for the show Another Night Before Christmas. CCF pays SRT $800, 

and can then sell up to 200 tickets for the performance and organize a silent auction. 

The development committee will discuss plans in the coming months.  
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 The spring semester Welcome Week was a great success at Columbia College with 

winter activities for students. 

 Spring scholarship donations are being accepted, and two new awards are in the 

works: a new nursing scholarship is being set up, as well as $4,000 for two STEM-

related students.  

 Ms. Nilson and Ms. Francis shared results for the October Alumni Hunt event – more 

than 390 Alumni were found by a total of five participating team. Nearly 20 of the 

alumni currently work at Columbia College. Ms. Francis read a card from the first 

place winner, Kaley Graham with praise about this event. A more thorough report 

will be provided to Board Members in an email.  

 

Adjournment (Colette Such) Ms. Such adjourned the meeting at 1:36pm and advised the 

next meeting will be March 21, 2017 at Columbia College. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kimberly Francis, Recording Secretary 


