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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
July 15, 2014 • 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

 
Location:  Peppery Gar & Brill, Sonora, California 

 
 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth; Margie Bulkin; Mike Chimente; Pat Dean;         
Bill Dunlavy; Lee Ann Fox; Louise Goicoechea, Ed.D.; Kenan McDonald; Colette Such;           
Stephanie Suess 
 
Staff Present:  Kasey Fulkerson; Amy Nilson; Gary Whitfield 
 
Advisory Council Present:  Elissa Creighton; Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Dr. Lynn Martin 
 
Absent (Excused):  Mike Heuton; Judy Myers 
 

1. Call to Order (12:04 pm by CCF President, Stephanie Suess) 
A. Welcome & Introductions – Board President, Stephanie Suess welcomed everyone and 

thanked them for attending and asked that everyone introduce themselves. 
 

B. Approval of May 13, 2014 Meeting Minutes – Ms. Suess presented the May 13, 2014 
board meeting minutes for review. Pat Dean moved to accept the minutes as presented. 
Colette Such seconded the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in favor of 
approval. 

 
2. Old Business (Stephanie Suess) 

A. College Strategic Plan Update (Dr. Angela Fairchilds) – Dr. Fairchilds provided a brief 
update on the strategic planning retreat that was held in June. She and the planning 
group strongly encourage the CCF board’s involvement in the process and extended 
an invitation to the full board to take part in the college’s inservice/strategic 
planning session on August 21st. Breakfast will be provided with opening remarks 
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from Chancellor Smith. Dr. Fairchilds will follow with a State of the College address, 
which will set the tone for the planning discussion to follow. The board is also 
welcome to stay for lunch. Board input is critical for targeted fundraising. 
 
Dr. Fairchilds reminded the board that effective 2013, the Board of Governors 
approved new regulations governing student repetition and courses designated as 
repeatable. In an effort to stay ahead of the curve, she has proposed the idea of 
creating a “life-long learning institute” and asked that the foundation board 
members be involved by convening brainstorming sessions (with possible 
community focus groups) to assist in the creation of the project. This will hopefully 
give the college a way to continue to serve the community while recouping as much 
of the cost as possible. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding this topic and the 
board’s concern that community classes in areas such as art and health and human 
performance will be affected. 

3. New Business (Stephanie Suess) 
A. Board Resignation – Ms. Suess informed the board that Board of Director, Richard 

Matranga provided a letter of resignation. The board is grateful for all of his years of 
service and will miss him. Director of Development, Amy Nilson informed the board 
that she provided Mr. Matranga with a plaque and a card thanking him. A copy of 
the letter is kept on file in the CCF office for recordkeeping purposes. 

 
B. New Board of Director Committee Assignments – Ms. Nilson handed out a 

committee assignment sheet and asked that all board members sign-up for all 
committees they are interested in. 
 

C. 2014 Columbia Wine Tasting (CWT) Close-Out – Ms. Nilson reviewed the final 
numbers from the 2014 CWT. Expenses were less from the prior year, resulting in an 
increase in profit ($5,268.70 in 2013/$8,685.62 in 2014). Ms. Suess expressed her 
concern that the board is not diversifying enough by exploring other event options. 
She noted that it is perceived that the CCF solely supports hospitality. 

 
D. Fall/Spring Lecture Series Topics – Ms. Suess encouraged the board to think about 

what topics the board could sponsor for the fall lecture. Rosetta Bannwarth 
suggested that any topic that is “green” is a good way to go. In an effort to increase 
exposure, Kenan McDonald encouraged the board to stick to its “hot topic” theme, 
as with the water lecture. Ms. Nilson stated that fire was a topic that was 
recommended from various guests who attended the water forum. RIM Fire - 
Lessons Learned…A Year Later was a thought. The board decided to schedule a 
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development committee meeting to discuss the details. However, the whole board 
agreed that the RIM Fire idea should be tackled. 

 
E. Sacramento CASE Conference September 17th-19th  – With little funding left in the 

Title III grant and only a couple of months to spend it, Ms. Nilson thought it would be 
perfect timing for a few board members to attend the Annual Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) conference in Sacramento. Board 
members who are interested in attending are encouraged to contact Ms. Nilson as 
soon as possible. Kasey Fulkerson will email the group detailed conference 
information. 

 
F. Post Title III Planning Discussion – Prior to diving in to the post Title III planning 

discussion, Ms. Suess felt it was important to explain (for the new board members) 
the grant and how it has shaped the foundation (and college) over the last six years.  

 
After a lengthy discussion, the board agreed that prior to the funding running out; 
the foundation should have a promotional piece that it can take to community 
events, such as a brochure. Additionally, many board members feel strongly that 
Carkeet Park must be finished and is a top priority before moving on to other 
projects. Ms. Bannwarth offered to provide lunches for the board meetings once the 
funding is gone. 
 
In addition, Ms. Nilson informed the Board that there is enough money left in Title III 
to hire consultant, Mike Gaudette to facilitate a one-day board development 
training. The board agreed that this would be a good use of funds, as it is in line with 
the goals and objectives of the grant. Kasey Fulkerson will poll the group via email to 
determine a day that works for the group.  

 
G. 2014-2015 Unrestricted Operating Budget – Ms. Nilson and Ms. Suess presented and 

reviewed the 2014-2015 Unrestricted Operating Budget. Colette Such moved to 
accept the budget as presented. Lee Ann Fox seconded the motion and the vote was 
carried unanimously in favor of approval. A copy of the approved budget is kept on 
file in the CCF office for recordkeeping purposes. 
 

4. Financial Reports (Gary Whitfield, VP of College & Administrative Services) 
A. Review & Acceptance of 2013-2014 4th Quarter Financial Report – Mr. Whitfield 

deferred this item, as it is nearly the end of the fiscal year and 4th quarter reports 
cannot be completed until then. 
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B. Cash Balance Recommendation – Due to the size of the Foundation’s checking 
account balance, Mr. Whitfield encouraged the board to move a portion of the funds 
into investments. A lengthy discussion followed. Ms. Bulkin asked if the Finance 
Committee has the authority to decide to move cash into the investments. The 
group confirmed that the finance committee does have this authority and Ms. Bulkin 
moved to accept the recommendation (with the finance committee making the final 
decision). Colette Such seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously in 
favor of approval. Treasurer, Louise Goicoechea will schedule a finance committee 
meeting as soon as possible. Additionally, Kasey Fulkerson will contact Gerard 
Tamparong at Payden & Rygel to ask him to attend the September board meeting.  

 
5. Committee Reports – This item was deferred. 

 
6. College/District Updates 

A. Development Office Report (Amy Nilson) – Ms. Nilson reported on the following 
items: 

• October 17th is the Osher Scholarship deadline, totaling $21,000 in awards 
• Online giving capability is nearly complete 
• Amy attended the two-week Council for Resource Development (CRD) boot 

camp in Michigan and Washington, DC 
• A federally funded Mental Health Services grant was submitted in May 
• An on-campus board orientation will be planned over the next few months 

for the five new board members 
• A reception was held at Pat Dean’s house for the incoming and outgoing 

board members. Bill Dunlavy thanked Ms. Dean for her hospitality. 
 

B. Advisory Council Member Reports 
1. College Report – This item was deferred since Dr. Fairchilds provided a college 

update earlier in the meeting. 
 
2. District Report –  Dr. Martin assured the board that operations are going well at 

District. The administrative team is awesome and there are finally no more interim 
positions! The Measure E Bond will be ending soon. 

 
3. Classified Senate – Elissa Creighton welcomed the new board members and thanked 

the outgoing members for their service. She also noted that the students are very 
grateful for scholarships. 
 

4. Faculty Senate – This item was deferred due to Wendy Griffiths-Bender’s absence.  
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5. Student Senate –  Associated Student Body President, Matt Christman reported that 
the ASCC does not meet in the summer; therefore his report is brief. However, the 
group is looking to increase their scholarship from $300 to $500 dollars. Additionally, 
the students are looking forward to working closer with the CCF on campus events. 

 
 

7. Adjournment 
There being no further business, CCF President, Stephanie Suess adjourned the meeting 
at  1:50 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________________     
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kasey Fulkerson, Recording Secretary 


