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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

July 21, 2015 • 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

 

Location:  Columbia College Manzanita Conference Room – Sonora, California 

 

 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth; Margie Bulkin; LeeAnn Fox; Mike Heuton; Del 

Hodges; Kenan McDonald; Judy Myers; Jeff Phillips; Colette Such; Stephanie Suess 

 

Staff Present:  Kimberly Francis; Amy Nilson; Gary Whitfield  

 

Advisory Council Present:  Errin Bass; Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Shawn Jordison     

Dr. Lynn Martin; PhD  

 

Absent (Excused):  Bill Dunlavy; Louise Goicoechea 

 

Absent (Unexcused):   

 

Guests:   

 

1. Call to Order (11:50 am by CCF President, Stephanie Seuss) 

 
A. Review & Acceptance of June 16, 2015 Meeting Minutes – Ms. Suess presented the June 

16, 2015 board meeting minutes for review. Ms. Bulkin moved to accept the minutes as 
presented. Ms. Myers seconded the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in 
favor of approval. Ms. Bulkin complimented the thoroughness of the minutes.   

 
B. Introductions- Board Members, Foundation Staff and Advisory Council Members 

introduced themselves. They also circulated a card for Mike Chimente who finished his 
third three-year term on the board.  Mr. Chimente was unable to attend today’s 
meeting. Ms. Nilson will present the card, a plaque and gift at a later date. 
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       Ms. Such informed the board that once Faculty returns to campus for Fall Semester,     

Wendy Griffiths-Bender will send an email to ask for a new Faculty Senate   
Representative.  
 

C. Manzanita Building Tour-Board decided to continue Agenda business before starting the 
Manzanita Tour.   
 

2. Old Business (Stephanie Seuss) 

 

 Hospitality Management Fund Agreement – Held until additional information 

can be provided to the new CTE Dean.    

 

 Student Worker Fingerprinting – Ms. Such and Ms. Nilson met with College 

Council after the June 16 Board Meeting, and received positive feedback and a 

couple of suggested changes for the Fingerprinting Fund.  Given their feedback, 

Ms. Such recommended the following changes: 

1. Change the requirement for enrollment to match college student worker 

policy (6 units for fall and spring semesters, 3 units for summer), as there 

are many reasons students take fewer than 12 units.  

2. Remove reference to any set amount the fund would provide per 

student, and instead just state students would pay $20 and the fund 

would cover the remainder.   This would accommodate the higher cost of 

Child Development fingerprinting.  

3. Clarify that the CCF one-year commitment will be re-evaluated “by the 

Foundation staff AND BOARD” during the 2016/2017 FY budget 

preparation.  

4. Clarify that CCF will contribute up to $2,500, as a match for staff 

contributions of $2,500. Ms. Such would like the board to consider an 

increase of $250 if needed to cover the higher cost of child care workers. 

Discussion followed about the benefits of payroll deductions. Ms. Nilson will 

send out an all staff email with the Payroll Deduction and Donation form 

attached.  Mr. Whitfield will finalize procedures with the Business Office, so the 

fund can be used as of August 1.  

 

Ms. Myers moved to make the recommended changes: 

 change units for full time students to college policy of 6 units for 

Fall/Spring Semester and 3 units for summer 



Columbia College Foundation • Board Meeting Minutes 7/21/15 
Page 3 of 7 

 delete reference to the foundation paying $25 for each student and 

instead committing to a lump sum of $2500. 

Ms. Suess seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously in favor of 

approval. Mr. Bass commented by saying “The students say ‘Thank You’.”  

 

 Legacy Gift Proposal update-  Ms. Suess provided an update on the status of a 

donor who has asked what CCF would do with a $1 million gift. An email 

response was sent outlining three proposed elements for such a legacy gift: 1. 

Launch a Columbia Promise Campaign – a scholarship program offering high 

school graduates one year free education at Columbia College. 2. A Columbia 

CARES Program that would fund emergency student housing, child care and 

other student needs.  3.  A 50th Anniversary Fund that would fund projects and 

ideas linked to the college Strategic Plan. The donor had a positive response to 

all three elements and the Foundation promised a further response in 

September. Board members asked if the donor gravitated toward one area more 

than another. Ms. Nilson said the donor did not.   

 

Ms. Suess said the Donor wrote about a recent visit to the community, observed 

an economic downturn with businesses closed, and wondered about the 

community’s need for Economic Development and how the college might assist. 

Ms. Nilson added that the proposal noted the desire to prepare the local 

workforce better, and to inspire the community to match funds. Speaking as a 

representative of the Economic Development Authority, Ms. Fox said a variety of 

business classes are offered in the community, but attendance is low. She said a  

variety of grants have been brought to the EDA, but the agency is wondering 

how to use the funds in a different way, because classes aren’t filling. Ms. Fox 

said a stronger connection between CC and the EDA to assist students with  

internships would be a positive direction to help local businesses.  

 

Ms. Nilson said she provided a short response to the Donor stating that the CCF 

will move forward and will provide more details in the fall.    

 

Ms. Suess discussed another economic growth opportunity –  the NDRC (Natural 

Disaster Recovery Competition) Grant. She said the program will award up to 

$500 million dollars in funds toward economic resiliency and sustainability, after 

natural disaster such as fire and drought. Tuolumne County is the only county in 

the state of California included in the competition, and is up against all Western 

states. The grant is expected to be matched by private foundations such as the  
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Rockefeller Foundation. Columbia College and the US Forest Service have written 

proposals that would include more courses at Columbia College, with a focus on 

developing internships, and regional campuses and learning centers. There has 

been discussion of UC extension programs in Tuolumne County.  Cal Poly wants 

to work with the Forest Service in Tuolumne County on reforestation and 

watershed management.  

 

Ms. Fox asked why Tuolumne County and Columbia College haven’t taken 

advantage of composting as a potential training area for jobs. Ms. Nilson 

mentioned that an element in the proposal is to invite great ideas that fit in with 

the college strategic plan.  

 

Ms. Bulkin shared her appreciation for CCFs work with the proposal and 

expressed gratitude from the Board to the Donor, who is willing to give such a 

generous donation to an educational institution. She said it will be important to 

provide the Donor with a potential outcome, and to understand what 

recognition the Donor might be seeking.  

 

3.  New Business (Stephanie Suess) 
 

A. 2015-16 Officers, Committees, Calendar – Ms. Suess noted that this item is to clarify 

that the following Officers have one more year in their terms: Ms. Suess-President, 

Ms. Such-Vice President, Ms. Bannwarth-Secretary, Ms. Goicoechea-Tresurer. A 

committee sign-up sheet was passed around. Discussion on meeting locations 

followed, and the board consensus was to continue to alternate board meeting 

locations between the County School Office and Columbia College. September 15 

(CSO), November 17 (CC). 

B. Fall and Spring Lectures- Ms. Suess asked the Board to email ideas for a Fall/Spring 

Lecture to the CCF office. Board discussion followed: Directors reviewed past lecture 

topics and formats, and the intent to provide give and take on controversial topics. 

Lectures provide outreach and education to the community, especially when held at  

the Sonora High Auditorium with no cost to guests. This might change for future 

lectures. Ms. Suess suggested the NDRC Grant as a future topic if it is ready to 

present.  

 

Brainstorming continued: Directors reviewed the success of 2014/15 lectures and 

desired outcomes for 2015-16 lectures. There was agreement that past lectures 

were of high quality, and the CCF is committed to continue the series. Ms. 
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Bannwarth suggested food as a topic.  Ms. Bulkin suggested blending that with Ms. 

Fox’s previous idea on composting. Suggestions for a Business and Tourism topic 

sparked the idea of concentrating on “Economic Health” from an 

Employer/Employee perspective. Allowing students to understand what the 

workforce needs through internships would develop a society with necessary soft 

skills, such as customer service. Ms. Suess asks Board Members to send in further 

suggestions by the first week of August. Ms. Nilson added that we can look for a key 

note speaker outside of Tuolumne County. Questions were asked about presenting 

the lecture in a smaller venue, but everyone agreed to sustain the connection with 

Sonora High School, which provides a centrally located destination for guests. 

Donors were pleased with lectures in 2014-15. 

 

C. Year End Review- Ms. Nilson notified the Board that individual contributions were 

$170,000, up 34% from 2014, with 10% of contributions unrestricted, 53% for the 

Scholarship fund, and 37% for Program Support. 

 

4. Financial reports 

 

A. Update on 2014-15 4th Quarter Financial Report (Gary Whitfield) - 4th Quarter will 

be ready in August. 

B. Financial Advisor Contract- This item was referred to the Finance Committee.  

 

5. College/District Updates 

A. Advisory Council Members Reports- Dr. Fairchilds reported on the collaboration with 

the County Schools Office and industry professionals in creating two project 

proposals through the NDRC Grant. The first focused on a Fire/Forestry Regional 

Training Center and heavy equipment training for students interested in 

construction, mining, logging, fire and transportation industries. The proposal is 

asking for $18 million to complete the projects, including building and equipment. 

 

The second proposal is for a Water Resources Management Program, which has 

already started at CC. It would focus on water management training. A wave of 

retirements is occurring and there will be a huge need for trained workers in 

domestic and waste water management. Stockton is ready to be involved and hire 

program trainees. Classes will start in Calaveras County in the fall. The proposal asks 

for funds to reopen the water treatment plant already on the CC campus, and 

include a state-of-the-art water lab. Dr. Fairchilds is hoping for one or both programs 
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to be included in the grant. Both programs would allow for more job training 

opportunities with a wider application.  

 

A Federal TRiO Grant was awarded for 5 years of funding for student support 

services. Staff is working on a possible TRiO-Talent Search proposal, for programs 

that start with middle school students.  

 

YCCD – Dr. Lynn Martin.  Dr. Martin updated the Board on YCCD’s plans to go ahead 

with a new district office building. Kitchell expects to have everyone in by summer 

2016. Renderings are beautiful and the building is being paid from Measure E bonds. 

The new traffic signal on Blue Gum Ave. is installed and should be operating soon. 

 

The next YCCD Board of Trustees meeting is at Columbia College on Wednesday, 

August 12. Closed session at 3:30pm, Open Session at 5:30pm.  

 

Classified Senate – Sean Jordison: New leaders have been selected for the Classified 

Senate. As new president, Mr. Jordison is excited for his involvement with the Board, 

community and campus.  

 

Student Senate -- Mr. Bass reported that the ASCC (Associated Students of Columbia 

College) is inactive during the summer, but will reconvene with a retreat/training at 

Baker Station with ASCC Senate, Student Ambassadors, TRiO Mentors and AAC 

Tutors on August 10-13. A Welcome Back BBQ is planned for Wednesday, August 26 

in the Ponderosa Building. 

 

Dr. Fairchilds added that CC will have a ribbon cutting to reopen the Manzanita 

Building on August 12 and a Community Grand Opening in September, date TBA.  

 

B. Development Office Report (Ms. Nilson) - The Black Hat Foundation donated $2,000 

to the Columbia College Fire Academy, please share your appreciation with Black 

Hat members. Ms. Nilson thanked all Mother Lode Fair participants (board 

members, faculty, staff and students) who volunteered and distributed information 

and prizes to fair guests. An email will be sent out to volunteers to evaluate 

participation in 2016. Eight Future Vision Scholarships were presented to high school 

seniors planning to attend Columbia College this fall. Zach Britton, Founder and 

Chief Executive Officer of Front Porch Communication, contacted the Foundation 

about 10 new scholarships for freshman students at Columbia. Each is for $3,100, to 

cover expenses for one year. The Foundation will work with Front Porch to monitor 
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the experiences of the scholarship recipients. Britton is concerned about students 

who he sees lose their way, and wants to see if the financial assistance helps them 

stay on course and graduate. Ms. Nilson thanked Mr. McDonald for helping with the 

connection and communication with Front Porch. 

 

6. Committee Reports 

o Finance Committee – No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

o Nominating Committee – No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

o Executive Committee – No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

o Development Committee – No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

o Mini Grants Committee – No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

o Scholarship Committee - No additional report; will be scheduled soon 

 

 

7. Adjournment (Stephanie Suess) 

Ms. Suess closed by thanking Ms. Bannwarth for lunch, welcoming Del Hodges and Jeff 

Phillips to the board and asking the Board to think of speakers and topics for the 

Fall/Spring Lectures. Ms. Suess adjourned the meeting at 1:32 pm and advised  

September 15, 2015 meeting will be at the County Superintendent of Schools Office.  

 

____________________________________________     

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kimberly Francis, Recording Secretary 

 


