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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

September 17, 2019 • Noon – 1:30 pm 

Location: Columbia College, Manzanita Conference Room 

 

 
Board Members Present: John Freer; LeeAnn Fox; Cathy Parker; Jeff Phillips; Jim Roeber; 
Charles Segerstrom; Colette Such; Jan Verhage; Jeff Warren  

Staff Present: Amy Nilson; Trevor Stewart; Amy McKinney; Breanne Brown 

Advisory Council Present: Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay, College President; Franziska 
Daumberger, Associated Students of Columbia College Representative; Tiffeny Flies, Classified 
Senate Representative; Dr. Tamara Oxford, Academic Senate Representative 

Absent (Excused): Del Hodges; Kenan McDonald; Judy Myers; Janice Nelson; Margie Bulkin 

Guests: Patricia Gutierrez 

1. Call to Order (12:00pm by CCF President, Colette Such)  

A. Introductions – Ms. Such introduced Classified Senate President, Tiffeny Flies, who is 
serving as the Classified Senate Representative and our guest, Patricia Gutierrez. Ms. 
Gutierrez is a Calaveras County resident who has three children all of whom 
graduated from Columbia College. Later in the meeting Ms. Such introduced 
Franziska Daumberger, the Associated Students of Columbia College President and 
Foundation Board Representative. Ms. Daumberger is in her third year at Columbia 
College. 

B. Approval of minutes – Jeff Phillips noted a spelling error in the July minutes. John 
Freer moved to approve the minutes with the spelling error corrected from the July 
17, 2019 meeting, Cathy Parker seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

2. Old Business (Colette Such) 

A. Madagascar Update – Amy Nilson reminded the group of the upcoming lecture and 
reception scheduled for Monday, September 30th at 4:00 in Dogwood Forum. Gerard 
Bakarizafy, the Head of Ecotourism and Community Development for the Lokobe 
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National Park in Madagascar, will speak during the lecture and will be available to 
connect with guests at the reception. Mr. Bakarizafy is currently in Colorado 
attending the seminar that the Brady-Wise Mini-Grant helped to fund. Cathy Parker 
let the group know that there is an informal meet and greet with Mr. Bakarizafy 
scheduled for Sunday, September 29th from 5:00 to 7:00 at the St. Charles Saloon in 
Columbia. Ms. Parker informed the group that the County Schools office is always 
looking to expand their STEM program and Mr. Bakarizafy will be coming in to 
Summerville and Sonora high schools to speak to small groups of students that are 
interested in ecotourism, history and science. Tioga High School will be bringing 
their interested students to Sonora High School to participate. The Tuolumne County 
Superintendent of Schools (TCSOS) office was able to fund a portion of Mr. 
Bakarizafy’s trip to the United States using Teaching Opportunities and Partners 
funding and the TCSOS’s IT department will be setting up a Google classroom so that 
students here in Tuolumne County can interact with students in Madagascar. Ms. 
Such let the group know that Mr. Bakarizafy has connected with a Columbia College 
alum who is in a master’s program in Monterey and while he is visiting Monterey he 
will be staying with the graduate. Ms. Nilson asked the Board to invite people that 
may be interested to the lecture and reception. 

B. State of the College – Ms. Such passed the State of the College item to Ms. Nilson 
who reported that Margie Bulkin has offered to host a group of 30-40 at her home. 
Ms. Nilson suggested that this message could go out to the intended audience in 
two sessions, one at Ms. Bulkin’s home and the second could be another home 
party. Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay spoke about his intentions with this event. Dr. 
Bandyopadhyay wants to raise awareness of the economic impact that Columbia 
College has on our community. Dr. Bandyopadhyay continued by saying that a 
recent study showed the Yosemite Community College District has an economic 
impact of $760 million and Columbia College’s share of that impact is approximately 
$90 million. Dr. Bandyopadhyay explained that the college needs to explain what our 
value is to the community and he wants these events to be opportunities to do that 
along with promoting what Columbia College does and building donor relationships. 
Mr. Freer asked if there is a way to get Dr. Bandyopadhyay’s message out to our 
community and suggestions were made to have his message recorded and broadcast 
via internet and local radio. Ms. Nilson wrapped up the conversation by letting the 
group know that house parties are getting the most interest and that no action is 
needed by the Board at this time. 

3. New Business (Colette Such) 

A. Re-election of Board members – Jeff Warren was up for re-election. Jan Verhage 
moved to re-elect Mr. Warren by affirmation; Jim Roeber seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

B. Expansion of Promise Program – Charles Segerstrom briefly explained the proposed 
expansion of the Promise Program, as recommended by the Promise committee. 
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The proposed change would expand the footprint served to cover all public high 
schools in the Columbia College service area plus Calaveras Unified School District 
and Mariposa Unified School District and offer a second year of free tuition and fees. 
Ms. Verhage thanked the college for their financial support of the program. Ms. 
Nilson reviewed the success of the Year 1 students and then shared the high 
percentage of local high school graduates are participating in Year 2 of the Promise. 
Ms. Nilson thanked Mr. Stewart for the college abating the Year 1 bill using AB19 
funds and for guiding the Foundation to the opportunity of securing future AB19 
funding to pay for the tuition of first year students which will allow the Foundation 
to fund the second year for students. There was discussion about fundraising and 
the consensus was that fundraising will continue due to the instability of AB19 
funding and there will be additional fundraising opportunities with the new 
geographical areas that will be covered by the Promise. Ms. Verhage made the 
following motion: Based on the college commitment of AB19 money coming into the 
Columbia College Promise program, that beginning Fall 2020, we will expand the 
service are to include all students who graduate from a public high school in the 
Columbia College service area, Calaveras Unified School District or Mariposa Unified 
School District and we will offer students who have successfully completed 
semesters one and two to have semesters three and four paid for by the Promise. 
Ms. Fox seconded the motion. Mr. Freer asked if Oakdale was in the service area and 
it was confirmed that it is. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ms. Verhage noted that with the board’s action, the Promise committee will meet 
Sept. 30 to determine specific Year 2 criteria. 

4. Finance/Development Report 

A. Finance Report – LeeAnn Fox presented the 3rd and 4th quarter financial reports for 
review and noted that the Finance Committee had reviewed and approved them. 
Trevor Stewart told the group that the CCF fund balance is at $4.3 million and that 
2019-20 looks promising. Ms. Fox explained that there were questions on the 3rd 
quarter report, those questions have been addressed and the budget was modified. 
Ms. Fox informed the group that $200,000 cash will be moved from cash into 
investments and she will send an email to Amy McKinney authorizing Ms. McKinney 
to move the funds. Ms. Fox made a motion to approve the 3rd and 4th quarter 
reports for approval. Mr. Roeber seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. 
Verhage moved to approve the updated budget, Mr. Phillips seconded the motion 
and the budget passed unanimously. 

B. Development Report – In Judy Myers’ absence Ms. Such reported that she along 
with Ms. Myers, Ms. Nilson and Breanne Brown have had meetings in Calaveras 
County and have met Patricia Gutierrez, Joel Metzger, Melissa Eads and Caroline 
Schirato. Ms. Such and Ms. Nilson attended the State of the County breakfast in 
Calaveras County and there they connected with Al Alt, current Calaveras County 
Administrative Officer and former Vice President of College and Administrative 
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Services at Modesto Junior College. Ms. Nilson reports that the State of the College 
event is the next focus for this committee and that there are two upcoming campus 
events, Bat Night and the Madagascar lecture and reception. Ms. Nilson told the 
group that the Foundation’s William Walter collection of Native American artifacts 
has been put up with the assistance of a faculty member and there will be a 
reception that will be open to the community. She also noted that work on the next 
Community Report is underway, and that the Development Committee welcomes 
new members. 

5. Committee Reports 

A. Promise Committee – Charles Segerstrom and Jan Verhage, Co-chairs – Nothing 
further to report. 

B. Executive Committee – Colette Such, Chair – Ms. Such reported the following: 

Foster Youth Program: The foster youth program costs approximately $10,000 per 
year to run. Ms. Nilson submitted a grant application that, if funded, would support 
this program for two to three years 

Carkeet Park: Ms. Such let the group know that the Facilities department had 
requested $3,000 to install lawn boundary strips, landscaping and possibly a drinking 
fountain. The Executive Committee approved the request to complete the 
commitment at the park 

College Committees: Ms. Such reported that the College has requested foundation 
members to serve on two upcoming committees. Ms. Nilson explained that the 
college is looking for two community members for the Facilities and Education 
Master Plan Committee and one member for the Measure E Oversight Committee. 
Mr. Stewart explained that members on the Facilities and Education Master Plan 
Committee will be expected to attend monthly or bi-monthly meetings lasting 
somewhere between 90 minutes and two hours and members of the Measure E 
Oversight Committee will be expected to attend short quarterly meetings. Three 
Measure E meetings per year are held in Modesto and one is held at Columbia. 
Anyone with interest in serving should contact Ms. Nilson or Ms. Such. 

Brady-Wise Plaza: Ms. Such reported that there are a few items that need 
completion at the Brady-Wise Plaza and she will follow up with facilities. 

C. Mini-Grants Committee – Jeff Phillips, Chair – Mr. Phillips reminded the group that 
the deadline for Fall 2019 Mini-Grants is October 8th and the meeting to review the 
submissions is scheduled for October 18th, Mr. Phillips said that he wanted at least 
one week to review the submissions prior to the review meeting. Mr. Freer 
mentioned that he will not be able to make the Oct. 18 meeting.  

D. Nominating Committee – Colette Such, Chair – Ms. Such reported that there are a 
few possible candidates in Tuolumne and Calaveras counties. 
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E. Scholarships – Colette Such, Chair – Ms. Such reported the 2019-20 application is 
open with the Osher deadline being October 18th and she told the group that the 
committee is always looking for scholarship readers. 

6. College/District Updates 

A. Development Department Report – Ms. Nilson reviewed the grant she submitted to 
support foster youth and also reported that the college is waiting to hear whether or 
not the Title III grant submitted in July will be funded. Ms. Nilson and Ms. Such 
attended Paul Becker’s memorial on September 14th. Mr. Becker was one of the first 
administrators at Columbia College, while employed with Columbia College he did 
many different jobs including starting the Foundation. Ms. Nilson suggested making 
a $1,000.00 memorial gift in Mr. Becker’s name to the Associated Students of 
Columbia College for their Hunger Initiative using funding from Program Support. 
Ms. Nilson asked Mr. Becker’s family if they would be in support of this and they 
were. Ms. Verhage moved to approve the memorial gift and Mr. Phillips seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Nilson reported she has been in contact with 
multiple donors lately including Dean and Arlene Cunningham and Elsie Bruno. 

B. Advisory Council Members Reports  

Dr. Santanu Bandyopadhyay – Columbia College President – Dr. Bandyopadhyay 
informed the group that a systemic approach to counseling is being looked at 
district-wide. The district is also looking at uniform onboarding for students and 
posting an annual schedule to allow for more planning for students. Dr. 
Bandyopadhyay also spoke about Starfish Analytics and the benefits utilizing that 
software can provide including making counseling appointment more efficient. 

Trevor Stewart – Columbia College Vice President of College & Administrative 
Services - Nothing to report. 

Dr. Tamara Oxford – Academic Senate – Dr. Oxford had nothing to report. 

Tiffeny Flies - Classified Senate President – Ms. Flies reported that there are 
approximately 88 Classified staff members and she is focusing energy on ensuring 
she has staff on each committee on campus. Ms. Flies also said that the Classified 
Senate will be doing fundraising to increase the proceeds for their scholarship and 
she invited all of the members at the meeting to attend the upcoming volleyball 
game. 

Franziska Daumberger – Associated Students of Columbia College President – Ms. 
Daumberger informed the group that at the ASCC meeting today the students 
reviewed prior campus events. Ms. Daumberger recently spoke with the Tuolumne 
County District 5 Supervisor candidate and she will ask District 1’s Supervisor to 
come in for a student forum about the upcoming election and voter registration. 

Absent: Margie Bulkin, YCCD Trustee. 
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Adjournment (Colette Such) Ms. Such adjourned the July meeting at 1:28pm. 

Next meeting: November 19th. Location – Tuolumne County Superintendent of School 
Conference Room. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Breanne Brown, Recording Secretary 


