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CONNECTION 

You asked, we listened! During 

the October Student Forums, ISP 

students had the opportunity to 

provide feedback on what they 

would like to see in future editions 

of the Rising Scholars Newsletter. 

One thing was loud and clear: 

You want to be informed about 

what is happening on campus! 

Whether it be campus photos, 

coverage of current events or 

access to scores from the Men's 

Basketball team, we've got you 

covered starting with this edition 

of the RSN Newsletter! 

One of the biggest requests was to 

see photos of the beautiful, natural 

landscape on campus. The above 

photographs of "The Labyrinth" 

were taken by Columbia College 

Math instructor, Joe Manlove. 

The Labyrinth is a grouping of 

spectacular rock formations right 

here on the Columbia College 

campus. Climbing enthusiasts and 

students alike come from near 

and far to ascend the giant 

boulders and hike around this 

beloved campus hideaway. It is 

the perfect place to connect with 

nature and self reflect (especially 

after a lecture or exam!). 

On the opposite side of campus 

from The Labyrinth, you will find 

Carkeet Park. Carkeet is home to 

many campus events, and most 

recently it held the first ever La 

Fiesta - Celebrating Comunidad! 

This free event was held in honor 

of National Hispanic Heritage 

Month and celebrated LatinX 

culture through music, dance and 

food. Stay tuned next month to 

read about future student events 

and happenings on your campus! 
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RISING SCHOLARS NEWS

from the Columbia College Incarcerated Students Program 

During the most recent spring 2022 

graduation ceremony held on Columbia 

College's campus, guest speaker Lance 

Stark spoke about his experience 

as a student enrolled in Columbia 

College classes at Sierra Conservation 

Center within the Incarcerated 

Students Program. Stark first began 

taking classes in summer 2017 and 

quickly navigated through the general 

education requirements needed to 

obtain an Associates of Arts degree. In 

December 2020, Stark was awarded 

an Associates of Arts Degree in Liberal 

Studies with an emphasis in Behavioral 

Social Sciences (with distinction). Stark 

left the justice system in early 2022 

and was asked by former Columbia 

College faculty to speak at the 

commencement ceremony in 2022. 

In Stark's speech he stated, " ... 

although I was taking just about every 

self-help program available at the 

institution, and they were teaching 

me a lot, none of them combined 

taught me as much as a single college 

psychology course." Stark also 

mentions extreme feelings of doubt 

and insecurity of taking college classes 

while incarcerated, but summed up his 

experience by adding, "Education better 

enabled me to live the life of amends I 

so desperately felt the need to live, and 

it all started with my experience with 

Columbia and the amazing instructors 

who had the courage to come and 

teach inside the prison:' Although all 

of our students experienced the loss 

of face-to-face instruction in the spring 

Stark pushed onward and continued taking 

classes through correspondence education. 

Stark hopes his story will inspire future 

students to believe in themselves even if 

nobody else does. Stark concluded his 

speech with these words, " ... our adversity does 

not define us, it empowers us to become the 

very best version of ourselves that we can." 

Stark is currently a Project Rebound Scholar 

at California State University, Fullerton. 
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