
COLUMBIA COLLEGE

Columbia College alumna, Chorine Bonham, recently started as a MA/Therapy
Aide at Therapy in Hand in Sonora and she loves it! Chorine completed her AS
in allied health and her AS in public health from Columbia and is thankful for
Abby, Anneka, Stephanie, Dr. Erin Naegle, Dr. Micha Miller, Michael Torok, and
Dr. Colin Thomas. Because of these people, she has the confidence and
knowledge to succeed in the healthcare field. A future goal for Chorine is to
become an Occupational Therapist or Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant.

CAREER & JOB
PLACEMENT

FALL 2020

Career Services has been working diligently to continue to offer services to students in
a new virtual space. In the Fall, we held 17 virtual events, focused on general

employment skills, tips for specific fields of study, and two virtual job
fairs, each with over 20 employers. Students and alumni can set up appointments
to meet with Mary in their Starfish account or by emailing wattsm@yosemite.edu.

So many students and alumni have been getting amazing jobs and we look forward
to helping you reach your job and career goals!

Faculty: Are you hoping to tie in employability skills and employer connections to your lectures? We can reduce
your workload by facilitating LIVE zoom workshops or providing asynchronous resources for you to share!

Students/Alumni: Did you just get hired? We would love to feature you in the next newsletter as a success story!
Are you hoping to get paid experience related to your major? We can help! 

Employers: Let Career Services help connect you with our wonderful and talented pool of students. Engage by
participating in a virtual event, speaking to a class about opportunities, and/or becoming an internship provider. 

Call or email to connect with Mary from Career Services:  588-5273 / wattsm@yosemite.edu

Below are some job sucesss stories from our students and alumni: 

Connect with Career Services



#IGotTheJob

Columbia College Alumnus, Matt
Connot, is rocking his job as a Research
Analyst at Columbia College, in which
he is able to use data to inform campus
decision-making! Matt received his AA
in liberal studies from Columbia
College, his BA in sociology from UC
Berkeley, and his MS in social research
methods and statistics from the
University of Manchester in England.
Matt shared: “I can wholeheartedly say
that my time at Columbia College was
by far the best education I have
received due to the wonderful faculty
and support staff. I participated in the
TRiO program which really helped me
to develop a community. Special thanks
to Anneka Whitmer for all her help!”

Soon-to-be Columbia

College graduate Alexia

Franco recently

started as a paid Workforce

Investment Trainee at

MACT Health Board. Alexia

graduates this Fall

semester from Columbia

with degrees in allied

health and public health

and has applied for nursing

programs starting next Fall.

Her position is focused on

quality care management,

which will give her

invaluable skills to

help when she eventually

becomes a nurse. Alexia is

thankful for the staff at

TRiO, and her instructors

this semester who made

learning online a positive

experience: Erin Naegle,

Thomas Johnson, Kirsti

Dyer, and Rob Hoyt.

Calista Fields-Richardson started as a paid

Finance Intern with MACT Health Board last

week and is having a blast! Calista

graduated last spring from Columbia with

degrees in business and psychology and is

currently studying business with a

concentration in finance at CalPoly.  Calista

is thankful for Brian Greene for teaching

her about Adobe Acrobat, and for Randy

Barton and Ida Ponder for teaching her

useful skills in classes.

Current student Cullen Baker has just
accepted a job as an IT Technician for
Tuolumne County IT. Cullen interned at
the IT department earlier this year and is
very excited to soon be starting a full-
time job there. Cullen will continue to
take classes to finish his associate’s
degree from Columbia College – he is
very close to completion. Cullen is
thankful for Career Services for starting
the new internship with Tuolumne
County’s IT department, as his internship
has laid the foundation for an awesome
career!



Students/Alumni: Do you need help exploring career options, applying for jobs, or 
creating your resume and cover letter? Do you want to be featured in the next newsletter?

Faculty: Do you want assistance helping the students in your courses 
gain the skills to pursue the job/career of their dreams?

Employers: Are you hiring or would you like to let students know about 
career paths in your industry? Let Career Services help connect you with our 

wonderful and talented pool of students!

Call or email to connect with Mary from Career Services:  
588-5273 / wattsm@yosemite.edu

We would like to give a special thanks to our sponsors for our November 17 Virtual Job Fair: Adventist
Health Sonora, Dignity Health, and MACT Health Board! We appreciate the sponsorship and our

strong partnerships with these organizations! The November 17 Virtual Job Fair featured 24
employers, who were each in their own Zoom breakout rooms, and 36 job seekers from the college

and the community. The job seekers were able to have one-on-one conversations with as many
employers as they wanted. In light of the unprecedented challenges we’ve faced as a college and
community in 2020, we are proud of the dedication our sponsors and partners have shown. We

remain committed to giving job seekers and employers the opportunity to connect.

T h a n k s  t o  o u r  J o b  F a i r  S p o n s o r s !

Beloved former student, Matthew Christman, is currently

working as a Financial Literacy Advising Specialist at the

College of the Redwoods. Matthew majored in English, arts &

humanities, and business while at Columbia. He then went

on to transfer to Humboldt State University to study business

administration. Matthew is thankful for Anneka and TRiO for

helping him stay focused on transferring and for Doralyn,

who was not only his “student leadership advisor, but a great

mentor and friend.”  Matthew’s future dream job is to

become a college president!


