Classified Senate
Newsletter
Fall 2020
Message from the President
Hello Columbia College Classified
Professionals!

Upcoming Meeting
Dates:
 Friday November 13,
1:00 - 2:30
 Friday December 11,
1:00 - 2:30
 Thursday January 8,
3:00 - 4:00
(In-Service Day)
 Friday February 12,
1:00—2:30
 Friday, March 12,
1:00—2:30
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What a year it has been so far to be
your Classified Senate President!
Beginning my term remotely as the
20-21 Senate President has been
interesting to say the least. I miss all
of you, and am sending positive
thoughts and prayers of health and
safety to you each time I think of
you. I feel blessed to have the help
and guidance of past President’s and
veteran Senate officers who have
much historical and procedural
knowledge. Each Executive
Committee member is new to their
role, including myself. I could not be
more excited and pleased with what
we have continued to accomplish
while we are working remotely.
Their involvement, input and
collaborative effort to support our
fellow classifieds is invaluable, thank
you Exec Team!
I have learned so much already about
representing an entire constituent
group, and speaking on their behalf.
As we move forward in this uncertain
time, we must remember that we are
a collective group and together we
have a stronger voice. Thank you to
all of you who have been able to
make it to a meeting, I know we are
all so busy. For those who have not
had a chance to make it to
a meeting yet, I would like to
personally invite you to join us and
see what is going on in the Classified

sphere. Greater participation of
Classified Professionals across
campus and in multiple
departments will help us focus on
the needs of our constituency. I
look forward to serving you this
20-21 year and am proud to
represent such a fine group of
working professionals. I cannot
wait for the day when I can pass
you walking around campus, and
can only hope it is coming soon.
Feel free to reach out to me, your
area reps, or any of the Exec team
with questions, feedback, or
issues you feel affect Classifieds.
If we do not know the answer,
or know how to proceed,
someone will. From there we will
get ‘er done!
With much respect,
Abby
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Classified STAR Awards
The Classified Senate is proud
to announce that we will
continue to grant an award
that recognizes, articulates,
and values the
professionalism and
contributions of classified staff
to Columbia College. The STAR
Award is intended to
acknowledge an "outstanding
action, endeavor, event or
project” of a classified staff
member. The STAR Award
differs from the Employee of
the Year award in that it is
based on a one-time endeavor

and it will be presented twice a
year (fall & spring). It is
presented as a certificate to the
classified staff member in a
surprise visit to the recipient’s
work area. Also, the recipient’s
photo will be posted on the
Classified Senate’s webpage and
announced in a campus-wide
email.

link below to
download the
nomination form
(STAR Award link on
left menu bar). That
form can be emailed
to Mary Watts at
wattsm@yosemite.edu.
Nominations for the fall semester
can be submitted now through
November 25th. Fall semester
awards will be given the week of
November 30th - December 4th.

To nominate a classified staff
member for the STAR Award,
please use the attached
nomination form or visit the
http://www.gocolumbia.edu/
Classified Senate webpage at the classified_senate/default.php

How are Classified Professionals’ Voices Heard?
Plenty of Opportunities to Get Involved!
All permanent Classified Professionals
are eligible and invited to participate
in one or more of the following ways:




Hang out with your
HARDWORKING and AWESOME
peers by attending monthly
meetings
Run for open Executive Committee
positions in the spring



Sit on college-wide councils and
committees as openings come up

about how to



Sit on Classified Senate-specific
committees as a lead or supportive
role

professional



Serve on a Hiring Committee by
contacting the Classified Senate
president

Area 1

participate in

development as
a Classified
Professional
contact your

Classified Area Representatives
Area Representatives are
responsible for connecting
with the classified
professionals in their area,
reaching out to welcome new
employees, and bringing
college-wide issues up with
their areas to seek input. If you
are not able to make it to a
Classified Senate meeting but
would like to voice your input
on a college issue, contact your
area rep!

To learn more

Area Rep!

Area 3

Madrone, Mahogany,
Aspen, Buckeye, Cedar, Fir, Juniper,
Ponderosa, Laurel, Oak, Redbud, Tamarack, Lower Manzanita
Sequoia, and Sugar Pine
Rep: Torri Keever
Rep: Selina Flores
Area 4
Area 2
Facilities, Custodial, Transportation,
Upper Manzanita
and Public Safety
Reps: Kelsey Halstead

Rep: Jennifer Hatler
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Classified Professionals Working From Home!

Mary Watts enjoys a beautiful work-fromhome view, and her dogs are delighted she is
home all day!

Abby Sunday has quite the set up with her
dual screens and “meeting in progress”
sign in her work-from-home station!

Matthew Connot’s work-from-home
colleagues!
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Classified Professionals Working From Home!

One of Kyla Hatler’s dogs looks ready to join her Zoom
meeting, while her cat thinks that a budget binder makes the
purrrrrfect nap spot!

Kaitlyn Hanson doesn’t have any cuddly pets, but there are
plenty of feathered friends outside her home office window!

