
Spcom 7 
Forensics Workshop  

 (The Columbia College Speech and Debate Team) 
“The Fighting Claimjumpers” 

 
Columbia College 
Instructor Dr.  Timothy Elizondo 
Contact Info: elizondot@yosemite.cc.ca.us 
Office phone number 209-588-5210 
Office: Cedar 8 
Office Hours:   
Monday-Thursdays 8:30-9:30  (Office Hours will be revised by Week 2) 
Appointments are encouraged! 
 
I. Required Materials                        
Text: A World of Ideas : The Dictionary of Important Ideas and Thinkers by Chris 
Rohmann 
 
-Each student is to have a pocket notebook for this class only. No other information is to 
be kept in this folder. This folder is to be brought to class daily. 
 
-Each student must provide a blank computer disk/flash drive (PC and Word compatible) 
to be used on the classroom computers. 
 
II. Course Objectives:  
The purpose of this course is to give the competitive speech student an opportunity to 
continue to improve his/her communication skills through the process of in-depth study 
of the many areas of speech communication.  This course will focus primarily on the skill 
set needed to compete in a minimum of three events at the 2015 CCCFA Tournament in 
March, 2016.  

 
This course will consist of some lectures, much discussion, and a great deal of 
individualized or small group lab work.  This course is designed for the student who is 
capable of working well on his/her own, while being able to share a great deal with others 
through the normal class discussions and presentations. 
 
III. Policies 

A. Assignments. All written and oral assignments are due when collected by the 
instructor during the due date class period. For known assignment schedule 
conflicts (including university sanctioned activities or religious holidays), 
arrangements must be made prior to the assignment due date to avoid a point 
deduction for a late assignment. Late written assignments due to unexpected 
emergencies must be accompanied by legitimate documentation to avoid a 
point deduction. Late written assignments due to non-emergencies, or without 
documentation of an emergency, will receive a deduction of 10% of the total 
grade possible for each class period they are late.  Late work will receive a 



deduction of 10% of the total grade possible (regardless of the reason for 
missing the speech).  

 
B.Appropriate Interaction. Because this is a course in public communication, it 

serves as an extension of the public forum-a place for idea exchange. 
Consequently, all oral presentations and class discussions must maintain an 
appropriate balance between the responsibility to be evaluative toward the 
ideas of others and the responsibility to be respectful toward the ideas of 
others. Likewise, all oral presentations and class discussions must maintain an 
appropriate balance between the responsibility to be zealous about our own 
ideas and the responsibility to be teachable about our own ideas. We should 
not disregard one out of enthusiasm for the other. By keeping these important 
communication responsibilities in a constructive state of tension, we will be 
able to foster a positive (albeit sometimes uncomfortable) learning 
environment. Anyone who demonstrates a persistent unwillingness to 
shoulder these dual tensions will be dropped from the course.  Furthermore, 
course content will contain language/ideas that may be considered either 
politically, morally, or culturally controversial due to the nature of this course 
and the context in which it is being taught at.   
 

C.American with Disabilities Act: In compliance with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
reasonable accommodation will be provided to students with documented 
disabilities on a case by case basis. Students must register with Academic 
Support Services and provide appropriate documentation to the college before 
any academic adjustment will be provided. 

 
 

Assignments and Grading Scale 
 
First Impromptu Speech with notes     25 points 
 
Speech outline:        25 points 
 
-Impromptu Box 1st draft       25 points    
 
-Platform Speech       100 points   
 
-Feedback Paper       25 points 
 
-Impromptu Exam       100 points 
 
-Final Impromptu Speech      100 points 
-Final Box Review       50 points 
 
-Final Speech         150 points 



 
-Proactive Written Communication     50 points 
 
-Proactive Non-Verbal Communication    50 points 
 

Extra Credit 
Academic Plan from Counselor  10 points  Due: Oct 1 
 
Future Teach Tool  
Perfect Outline 
Perfect Visual Aids 
Permission to use as teaching tool   20 points  Upon Request 
 
 
 
A = 700-630 
B= 629-560 
C= 559-490 
D = 489-420 
F = BELOW 419 
 
 
 
IV. Assignment Descriptions and Parameters 
 
-Impromptu Box: Students must construct an Impromptu box consisting of 20 cards.  
Format and content of cards will be given in class.  
 
-Speech outline: Parameters for this assignment will be provided in class.  It is expected 
that each student has taken Spcom 1 and is familiar with speaking outlines.  
 
-Platform Speech:  Speeches must be accompanied by 3 copies of Outline in order to 
speak & earn credit. (1 for you. 1 for me).  It is your responsibility to inform me of a 
scheduling conflict on the date in which I distribute the speaking calendar so that 
adjustments may be made immediately. All requests for an date-adjustment must be 
accompanied with legitimate documentation; doctors note, coaches note, etc.  
 
Feedback Paper: 3-4 pages. Parameters for this assignment will be provided in class  
 
 
Impromptu Exam: (6-7 minutes) Describe the dynamics operating within the 
impromptu box you have constructed.  Illuminate the major mechanics and relationships 
occurring among the various theory and example cards present within your box.  Identify 
the relationship the themes within your box correspond to the feedback you have received 
in either the competitive ballots or workshop setting. 
 



-Final Impromptu Speech: An impromptu speech in which the speaker will be provided 
with a choice of three topics. Topics may include maxims, quotations, lyrics, objects, or 
other creative topics. Speakers will have a total of seven minutes for both preparation and 
speaking, beginning with receipt of topics. Minimal notes are permitted.   
 
-Final Speech: Parameters for this assignment will be provided in class  
 
-Proactive Written Participation : You are responsible for the completion of speech 
evaluations, outlines, chapter quizzes, group exercises, and other written assignments 
given during the semester.  This also includes nonverbal presence during all classroom 
experiences. 
 
 
 

Assignment and Travel Calendar 
 
First Impromptu Speech with notes     Week 4  
GGO?  -San Francisco      Sep 23, 2016 
 
Speech outline:        Week 7 
 
-Impromptu Box 1st draft       Week 8    
 
-Platform Speech       Week 9   
 
Mustang Invitattional      Nov. 4th 
PAUL WINTER INVITATIONAL AT UOP   NOV 5th – NOV 6th 
 
-Feedback Paper       Week 12 Nov 12 
 
-Impromptu Exam       Week 14  Nov 26 
 
-Final Impromptu Speech      Finals 
 
-Final Speech         Finals 
 

CRITERIA FOR GRADING OUTLINES 
DEMONSTRATION OF “LINKAGES” 
Did I present a solid thesis and a reasonable progression of ideas? 
Did I include the best examples and illustrations to demonstrate the validity of my ideas 
(including relevant graphic presentations from the text/other sources)? 
Did I include and cite specific examples from appropriate research and my own original 
ideas. 
Do I have an appropriate conclusion? 
Does it follow conventional AFA standards? 
 



XI. GRADING STANDARDS 
 

The following information is a description of the qualities often associated with the 
evaluation/grading of academic work.  
 
A:  OUTSTANDING (Integration) 

1. Exceeds assignment guidelines by demonstrating superior handling of the 
mechanical and conceptual material covered in class. 

2. Requires NO revisions; clearly written, avoiding stylistic and mechanical errors. 
3. Is highly developed, exploring conceptual implications and raising meaningful 

questions. 
4. Is organized usefully at every level for reader/audience comprehension. 
5. Is concise but thorough, supported by clear, logical and appropriate detail. 
6. Is extremely clear and original in thought. 

 
B:  VERY GOOD (Synthesis) 

1. Meets assignment guidelines well by demonstrating a consistent grasp of the 
materials covered in class. 

2. Requires some minor revisions but with no major stylistic and mechanical errors. 
3. Reflects developed and interactive thought with class concepts. 
4. Provides clear structure and organization. 
5. Is concise but thorough, supported by relevant detail. 
6. Demonstrates appropriate word choice. 

 
C:  ADEQUATE (Comprehension) 

1. Meets assignment requirements by comprehension of the class materials. 
2. Requires moderate revision. 
3. Reflects purpose using sufficient information. 
4. Provides an organizational structure, not straying from the topic. 
5. Is supported with specifics as well as generalities, but may need to be more 

consistent. 
6. Demonstrates appropriate word choice. 

 
D:  POOR 

1. Does not fully meet certain important requirements of the assignment; requires 
major revision. 

2. Strays from or confuses audience and purpose. 
3. Is minimally complete but lacking in development. 
4. Is overly generalized or supported with facts that have questionable credibility. 
5. Is formatted or designed in a way that is confusing or misleading. 
6. Demonstrates an inconsistent or mixed style. 
7. Demonstrates unsatisfactory mastery of standard English. 

 
F:  FAILS 

1. Fails to meet most of the stated assignment requirements; author needs to start 
over. 



2. Lacks focus on a subject or appropriate audience. 
3. Uses unsatisfactory format, or no format at all. 
4. Includes content that is weak, poorly developed, inadequate. 
5. Lacks logical connections between ideas, sentences, paragraphs. 
6. Lacks consistency in style and tone. 
7. Demonstrates habitually poor writing skills 

 
Keep in Mind 

 
In reviewing your preparation, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
Did I answer the question/assignment, all of the question/assignment, and all that was implied by 
the question/assignment? 
 
Did I present a solid thesis, a reasonable progression of ideas, and an appropriate conclusion? 
 
Did I allocate my time and presentation appropriately, developing all parts of the question in 
balance? 
 
Did I include the best examples and illustrations to demonstrate the validity of my ideas? 
 
Did I use the most effective presentation techniques – are maps, tables, special features of the 
readings used most effectively? 
 
Did I include and cite specific examples from the appropriate reading material? 
 
Did I include the most significant and appropriate ideas from class sessions? 
 
Did I include my own original ideas? 
 
Are there factual inaccuracies in my presentation? 
 
Could/should my essay be used as a positive example for teaching others?  
 

Event Descriptions 

Impromptu Speaking: An impromptu speech, substantive in nature, with topic 
selections varied by round and by section. Topics will be derived from quotations. 
Speakers will have a total of 7 minutes for both preparation and speaking. Timing 
commences with the acceptance of the topics sheet. Limited notes are permitted. 

After Dinner Speaking: An original, humorous speech by the student, designed to 
exhibit sound speech composition, thematic, coherence, direct communicative public 
speaking skills, and good taste. The speech should not resemble a night club act, an 
impersonation, or comic dialogue. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to 
supplement and reinforced the message. Minimal notes are permitted. Maximum time 
limit is 10 minutes. 

Informative Speaking: An original, factual speech by the student on a realist subject to 
fulfill the general aim to inform the audience. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used 
to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be used and cited in 
the development of the speech. Minimal notes are permitted. Maximum time is 10 
minutes. 



 
Persuasive Speaking: An original speech by the student designed to inspire, reinforce, or 
change the beliefs, attitudes, values or actions of the audience. Audio-visual aids may or 
may not be used to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be 
used and cited in the development of the speech. Minimal notes are permitted. Maximum 
time limit is 10 minutes. 
 
 


