
Yosemite Community College District 

District Council Meeting Minutes 

Gene Bianchi Community Center, Conference Room 1 
October 24, 2018

 
 

Members Present: Santanu Bandyopadhyay, Steve Collins, Wendy Long, Curtis Martin, Nate 
Rien, Sherri Suarez, Jim Sahlman, Henry Yong 
 
Members Absent: Ninebra Mansour, Allan McKissick, Klaus Tenbergen 
 
Other’s Present:  Al Alt, John Black, Coni Chavez, Gina Leguria, Melissa Raby, James Todd, 
Susan Yeager, Kimberly Carter (recorder) 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. in Oakdale at the Gene Bianchi Community Center, 
Conference Room 1. 
 
Chancellor Yong began the meeting by thanking everyone for attending the meeting.  He 
announced that the Vice Presidents of Instruction, Jennifer Zellet and Brian Sanders, were not 
present as they were attending the statewide CIO’s meeting and have already received some 
encouraging news.  Chancellor Yong asked President Steve Collins to share the message he 
received from Vice President Jennifer Zellet.  President Collins shared that the summer session 
can now be used in calculating the first year.  President Collins went on to explain that colleges 
will now have three semesters, rather than just two, in which to get a high school student through 
transfer level Math and English. President Collins said that we need to get the word out to future 
students that summer school would be a good deal for them. 
 
 
1. Chancellor – Henry Yong 

 

a. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of September 26, 2018 – Henry Yong  

A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 26, 2018, was made 

by Nate Rien and seconded by Santanu Bandyopadhyay. District Council 

members approved the minutes with a vote of all in favor.   

 

Ayes:     (8)         Santanu Bandyopadhyay, Steve Collins, Wendy Long, Curtis          

                           Martin, Nate Rien, Sherri Suarez, Jim Sahlman, Henry Yong 

Nayes:   (0) 

Abstain: (0) 

 

b. November Meeting Date 

Chancellor Yong stated that the next District Council meeting will more than likely 

be cancelled, as many of the members, from both colleges and the district, will be 

attending a Guided Pathways meeting in San Diego.  An email to confirm the 

cancellation will be sent out to council members at a later time. 

 
c. IT TCO Review 

Chancellor Yong gave a brief update on the status of the IT TCO.  He began by 

stating that he has now taken over IT and has been meeting with the IT Directors 

on a regular basis. He expressed his sincere appreciation to all of the IT Directors 

for diligently working to compile and finish the TCO as soon as possible. In a 

meeting last week with Consultant Bob Pacheco, the IT Directors identified that 

there is a need to develop a new IT Strategic Plan.  Chancellor Yong encouraged 
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council members to share with their constituents about the future strategic plan as 

it will be a shared effort in developing the document.  

 

d. MJC Parking Committee 

Chancellor Yong clarified that the MJC Parking Committee is a college committee 

not a Board committee and will began to move forward with discussions.  The MJC 

Parking Committee will eventually bring in Columbia, as parking is a districtwide 

issue.  Chancellor Yong stated that MJC Parking Committee will give an update to 

the Board in a few months.   

 
2. Facilities TCO – Susan Yeager 

Susan Yeager, Vice Chancellor of Fiscal Services, stated that she had not received too 
many questions or comments on the TCO draft that was handed out to council members at 
the last meeting.  She reminded members that the draft document contained data only and 
no decisions are made within the TCO. She stated that the draft will be given to the Board 
as an information item at the November Board Meeting. 

 
3. Public Affairs – Coni Chavez 

 
a. Board Policy – 2nd Reading 

1. 2010: Board Membership 
2. 2340: Agendas 
3. 2345: Public Participation at Board Meetings 
4. 2350: Speakers 
5. 2710: Conflict of Interest 
6. 2712: Conflict of Interest Code 
7. 2735: Board Member Travel 
8. 7340: Leaves 
9. 7400: Travel 

 
District Director of Public Affairs Coni Chavez mentioned the nine policies up for 2nd 
Reading review.  Based upon questions at the last District Council meeting, 
clarification was provided for BP 2010 and BP 2340. The committee agreed to make 
slight changes to BP 2340.  In regards to BP 7400 for insurance purposes, CSEA 
President Sherri Suarez asked if language should be added requiring only California 
State issued Driver’s Licenses.  Ms. Chavez noted that BP 6530 contains that 
language already.  After a brief discussion, the committee agreed to not make any 
changes to BP 7400.  Vice Chancellor of Fiscal Services, Susan Yeager, will work with 
Dorothy Pimentel to review the current process and the need to require California State 
issued Driver’s License for district and non-district vehicles.   All nine policies will be 
moved forward to the Board for a 1st Reading. 
 

b. Board Policy – 1st Reading 

1. 5012: International Students 
2. 5035: Withholding of Student Records 
3. 5045: Transcript Records 
4. 5052: Open Classes 
5. 5055: Registration Priorities 
6. 5075: Course Adds and Drops 
7. 5120: Transfer Center 
8. 5130: Financial Aid 
9. 5140: Disabled Student Programs and Services 
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District Director of Public Affairs Coni Chavez mentioned the nine policies up for 1st 
Reading review.  There were no questions or comments from the committee.  All of 
the policies will be brought back to the District Council for a 2nd Reading prior to being 
moved forward to the Board for a 1st Reading. 

 
4. Other Business 

 
a) MJC Pool – Chancellor Yong stated that we have received several emails from 

community members urging a quick completion of the tasks. In the responses to those 

community members, we have explained that other pool maintenance repairs have to be 

performed before the pool could be reopened. Chancellor Yong has asked President 

Collins to meet with the swimming organizations in the community and answer their 

questions.  

 

b) Security Master Plan – Chancellor Yong announced that at the next District Council 

meeting the District Director of Security, John Black, will present the Security Master 

Plan.  The plan will be provided for council members to share with their constituents and 

give feedback. 

 

c) Web Pages – Chancellor Yong stated that he has received several comments regarding 

our websites being very difficult to navigate.  Chancellor Yong suggested that in the future 

we look at improving our websites, which will give the colleges an opportunity for branding 

to be able to better connect with the community.   

 

d) Economic Impact Study – Chancellor Yong announced that a draft of the Economic 

Impact study will be presented at the next District Council meeting. 

 

e) In closing, Chancellor Yong stated that the district is working very hard to reach an 

agreement with the YFA and it is our hope that there won’t be a strike.  

The District Council meeting adjourned at 3:34 p.m. 


