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Small College. Big Opportunities.
Choose Columbia College whether you’re seeking a degree or vocational 
certificate, planning to transfer to a four‑year university, improving your 
occupational skills, or simply pursuing an interest or hobby to enrich 
your life. There’s something for everyone here!

Earning one of the College’s numerous Associate in Arts Degrees, 
Associate in Science Degrees, Certificates of Achievement, or Skills 
Attainment Certificates, will help you prepare a career path and increase 
your opportunities for the future.

The Campus
Located on 280 acres of forestland in California’s historic Mother Lode 
gold country, Columbia College has been described as one of the state’s 
most beautiful community colleges. The campus is built among conifers 
and mixed hardwoods, surrounding a peaceful four and a half acre lake. 

In this wooded setting, Columbia College provides a comprehensive 
program of academic and career technical education, which focuses on 
the dignity and worth of each individual student. Class sizes allow for a 
great deal of personal attention, and instructors are very accessible for 
student consultation. 

What you’ll also find here is a very supportive staff of counselors, 
financial aid professionals, and academic tutors, with everyone 
committed to helping you succeed—and all this at a very reasonable 
community college cost.

Your Golden Opportunity
For outdoor recreation, our local area has plenty to do! Pan for gold 
nuggets, explore underground caverns, visit restored mining towns, 
snow ski in nearby resorts, fish in neighborhood lakes, hike on one of 
our campus trails, or just relax alongside a rippling stream.

About Columbia College
Whatever your reason for choosing Columbia College, you’ll know 
that it’s your golden opportunity from the moment that you set foot 
on our campus! Columbia College and Modesto Junior College (MJC) 
are institutions of higher education, both affiliated with the Yosemite 
Community College District (YCCD).

In 1964, action by the district electorate expanded the former Modesto 
Junior College District into the YCCD. This created one of the largest 
community college districts in the state geographically, encompassing 
nearly 4,000 square miles from the San Joaquin Valley and the coast 
range on the west to the Sierra Nevada on the east.

Today’s YCCD includes Tuolumne and Stanislaus Counties, along with 
parts of San Joaquin, Merced, Calaveras, and Santa Clara Counties.

Prompted by a growing need for educational opportunities in mountain 
communities and concern with the lengthy student commute to MJC, 
the YCCD Board of Trustees established Columbia Junior College in 
1968. “Junior” was dropped from the name in 1978. Originally on the 
quarter system, Columbia College changed to the semester system on 
July 1, 1984.

Columbia College Mission Statement
Centered in the Sierra foothills, Columbia College offers students of 
diverse backgrounds many opportunities for discovery and success. 
Through a supportive and engaging learning environment, students 
master foundational skills, explore their passions, attain degrees and 
certificates, and pursue career and transfer pathways. We collaborate 
with surrounding communities to cultivate intellectual, cultural, and 
economic vitality. Columbia College inspires students to become 
inquisitive, creative, and thoughtful life‑long learners.
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