
MATH 650 ALEKS SYLLABUS 
 

Welcome! to MATH 650, Spring 2017, Personalized Mathematics Development.  As the 

name suggests, the mathematics you learn in this course is the mathematics that you are ready to learn 
and the mathematics you will need to know to help you succeed in subsequent math classes.  With the 
exception of a 1.5 hour on-campus orientation, the class can be done completely online wherever and 
whenever you want. This on-line class does not use Blackboard/Canvas.  MATH 650 uses the ALEKS 
online system for the assessment and individualized teaching of mathematics.  It allows students to 
assess, review and learn various levels of math skills at their own pace.  Math 650 is a variable unit 
course; a student can sign up for .5 units, 1 unit, 1.5 units or 2 units of credit. This course is repeatable 
for up to 2 units of credit.  In order to earn this credit, the student must put in a certain amount of time 
per semester for the specified number of units (see below) and also master at least 70% of the material 
presented. The courses scheduled to be offered through ALEKS are: Basic Math, Prealgebra, Beginning 
Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, and Precalculus.  Other levels of mathematics study can be made 
available by request.  This course will improve your mathematical knowledge and skills, but cannot be 
used to satisfy math prerequisites or graduation requirements. 
 
Student Learning Outcome: 
Demonstrate increased mathematical knowledge and skill level 
 
If you have any questions at all, contact me at 588-5147 or voneppsl@yosemite.edu or using the 
ALEKS email system.  I'm looking forward to meeting you at one of the orientations. 
Cheers,  
Lahna VonEpps, MATH 650 Mathematics Professor 
Office:  Sequoia 108 Office Hours:    

Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 
10:40-11:15  10:40-11:15   
2:00-2:35 2:00-2:35 2:00-2:35 2:00-2:35   

 
Office hours can also be arranged by appointment. The times listed above are drop-in hours, first come 
first serve.  You may need to share the time with another student. Just let me know if you need 
confidential time. 
 

 
All documents available for download: http://directory.gocolumbia.edu/voneppsl   
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Registering for and completing Columbia College units: 
 

1. Access Code:   There is no textbook for this course, but you must purchase an access code 
for the ALEKS website. Prices are listed below.  

a. You may purchase the access code prior to the orientation at the Manzanita bookstore 
and bring it with you to the orientation.  

        --OR-- 
b. You may purchase it online during your registration with a valid credit or debit card.   

 
Time (weeks) Bookstore Cost ($) ALEKS Website Online Cost ($) 

6 54.50 38.00 
11 83.00 58.00 
18 111.50 78.00 

 
2. Choose the number of units you would like to earn, based on the time commitment below, 

and enroll in that course through Admissions and Records.  If you start at the beginning of 
the Spring or Fall semesters, you will have 15 weeks to complete your required hours, in 
Summer you have 8 weeks to complete the required hours.  
 

Minimum Hours 
required to complete 

Average Hours per week to 
complete minimum hours  

UNITS 
EARNED 

Math 650, Spring 
2017, section # 

27 1.8 hours/week, 16 weeks 0.5 1586 
54 3.6 hours/week, 16 weeks 1 1587 
81 5.4 hours/week, 16 weeks 1.5 1588 
108 7.2 hours/week, 16 weeks 2 1589 

 
3. A student may move** to more or fewer units by sending an email to me 

(voneppsl@yosemite.edu) with the following message: 
 “My name is _________ and my student identification number is #w________. I am currently 
registered for Math 650-(your current section number) for _____ units.  I wish to change to 
Math 650-(your desired section number) for _____ units.” 
 

** This move to more or fewer units should be done no later than a week before the class ends. 
 

4. Orientation:  There are multiple orientation times to choose from, see the course schedule 
for details. If you cannot make any of these orientations, or it would cause a hardship to 
attend the orientation, please email me to make alternative arrangements.  Orientations will 
be in the “Math Lab”  in Sequoia 120.     

 
5. If you have not completed an orientation or contacted me by the time of the last orientation 

or by the census date, you will be considered a “no-show” and dropped from the class. 
 

6. Grading:  The grading for this class is pass/no pass.  Passing the course depends on (1) 
completing the minimum number of hours for your units and (2) attaining at least 70% 
progress towards your individual goals. 
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7. You may work as many hours as you like, but you must work the minimum number of 
hours by Wednesday April  19th at 11:00pm to receive credit.  You may continue to work 
until your access code expires, but only the work completed by 4/19/17, 11pm, counts for 
credit toward Math 650 units at Columbia College. 
 

8. I will be checking your progress throughout the semester.  At any time during the semester, if 
you have not logged into Aleks within 10 days, you may be dropped from Math 650. You 
would still be able to use your Aleks access until it expires, but you will not get credit from 
Columbia College. 

 
 
 

ALEKS Orientation and Course Codes  
 

1. When using a computer to run ALEKS for the first time, some plug-ins may have to be 
downloaded.  This only has to be done once. 

 
2. Don’t back up through the system using back arrow at top of screen. Rather use the commands at 

the bottom of screen like DONE, etc. 
 

3. Don’t leave the computer idol for more than 10 minutes or you will be booted off and time you 
have spent in your current session will not be credited.  Make sure you EXIT when taking a 
break or shutting down the system in order for time to be logged. 

 
4. After you have mastered 5 or 6 topics and they have been added to your pie, an assessment may 

randomly appear.  This is so you will not forget what you have learned.  The assessment must be 
completed to move ahead, however, you may exit and return to it later if you wish. 

 
5. Once you have filled your entire pie and mastered all the topics, you will be blocked from 

continuing. The instructor must be contacted (using the Alex messaging system or using 
Columbia college email voneppsl@yosemite.edu) to move you to the next course.  Do not use the 
class codes below to move yourself – ongoing records may be lost. 

 
6. You can come to the Math Lab, my office hours, or the AAC peer tutors for help with any of the 

math that you are struggling with in this course. 
 
 
10-digit Course Codes, Spring 2017  
 Course name Course code (valid only on orientation day) 
1 Basic Math (~C-Math 601) S17  PPYHF-A69XK 
2 PreAlgebra (~C-Math 602) S17 M3HWC-9YAKC 
3 Beginning Algebra (~C-Math 101) S17 KGCTJ-LKPJ9 
4 Intermediate Algebra  (~C-Math 104) S17 WEV6M-QNYLC 
*Other courses available upon request: College Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry, 
Statistics, Calculus and more!  
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