
Resolution SP22-A Addition of 
Juneteenth, Cesar Chavez Day and Native American Day to the District Calendar  

 
Whereas, the California Community Colleges system has prioritized inclusion, diversity, equity 
and anti-racism (IDEA) work through the CCCCO Call to Action, the DEI Task Force 
Recommendations, and the Vision for Success goals—to eliminate equity gaps; and 

Whereas, the following groups support making these three days as formally recognized 
holidays in our Yosemite Community College District, and demand measurable, meaningful 
change over political rhetoric: 

● Cultural Enrichment Committee, 
● Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, 
● Academic Senate, 
● Classified Senate, (pending) 
● Associated Students of Columbia College, (pending) 

Whereas, our students, staff, faculty and administrators of all racial/ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds will gain increased awareness of, education about, and appreciation of African, 
Mexican, and Native histories, experiences and contributions; and 
 
Whereas, our College Mission statement declares supporting students of diverse backgrounds 
and offering opportunities to inspire students to become “inquisitive, creative, and thoughtful life-
long learners”, and our College Vision statement aspires to be “the college of choice for 
transformational learning.” Additionally, our institution has noted values of civic, global, national 
and local awareness of contemporary issues through engagement with our students, staff and 
surrounding community in meaningful discussions and activities; and 
 
Whereas, transformational learning is a specific process involving expanding consciousness 
about the self, one’s beliefs systems, and behavior through critical reflection of one’s own 
biases and assumptions, and; 
 
Whereas, the institutional values of collegiality and professionalism through valuing “individual 
and collective responsibility and accountability”, and; 
 
Whereas, the institutional values of a Positive Campus environment by ensuring a welcoming, 
pleasing and safe campus environment for all, and; 
 
Whereas, our campus shared governance structures and community recognize the value and 
importance of celebrating, valuing and creating space for these two state holidays and one 
federal holiday, and; 
 
Whereas, each holiday has been valued at the national level: 

Cesar Chavez: on March 31, 2008, Senator Barack Obama stressed the importance of 
making Cesar Chavez’s birthday a national holiday. He said, "Chavez left a legacy as an 



educator, environmentalist, and a civil rights leader. And his cause lives on. As 
farmworkers and laborers across America continue to struggle for fair treatment and fair 
wages, we find strength in what Cesar Chavez accomplished so many years ago. And 
we should honor him for what he's taught us about making America a stronger, more 
just, and more prosperous nation…. It's time to recognize the contributions of this 
American icon to the ongoing efforts to perfect our union." And;  

 
Juneteenth: On June 19, 1865, the United States Senate declared the value of the 
Juneteenth holiday “Whereas Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations have been 
held to honor African-American freedom while encouraging self-development and 
respect for all cultures; … the faith and strength of character demonstrated by former 
slaves and the descendants of former slaves remain an example for all people of the 
United States, regardless of background, religion, or race; … slavery was not officially 
abolished until the ratification of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States in December 1865; and ..., over the course of its history, the United States has 
grown into a symbol of democracy and freedom around the world.” And; 

 
Native American Day: (also referred to as Indigenous Peoples’ Day). Numerous state 
and federal sources have declared this recognition to honor the original inhabitants of 
the Americas. Additionally, reconciliation and relationship-building begins with formal 
recognition of tribal communities by non-Native/non-Indigenous persons.  This is not a 
new concept. As cited from a United States Governor, Gretchen Whitmer, “In 1977 this 
holiday was proposed by a delegation of Native Nations to the United Nations-sponsored 
International Conference on Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the 
Americas. Furthermore, in 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous Nations at the 
First Continental Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a 
resolution to transform Columbus Day into an opportunity to reveal historic truths about 
pre-existing Indigenous cultures and Peoples that have survived a violent colonization 
process and continue to exist and thrive in present day America. This holiday can be 
used to reflect upon the ongoing struggles of Indigenous Peoples on this land and to 
celebrate the thriving cultures and values that Indigenous Peoples contribute to society.” 
Due to the volume of atrocities and systematic erasure of Indigenous peoples, 
recognizing this as a holiday is one act of resisting systems of oppression. The 
importance of making this holiday cannot be understated. And; 

 
Whereas, our national, state, and local leaders have proclaimed formal support regarding 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion initiatives to address institutional and structural systems that 
have been predicated on settler colonialism and associated violence and maintains white-male 
perspectives, and; 
 

Be it resolved, the Academic Senate advises YCCD to add three holidays (Juneteenth, Cesar 
Chavez Day and Native American Day) to the district calendar. Furthermore, 



Be it resolved, the Academic Senate advises YCCD to create appropriate celebrations for each 
of these holidays to educate and to uplift our country's diverse cultural and ethnic roots, history, 
and contributions. 

 

 

End of resolution  

 

Resources 

● https://www.employmentlawhandbook.com/employment-and-labor-laws/topics/leave-
laws/holiday-leave/federal-state-holidays/  

● ResolutionfortheRecognitionofIndigenousPeoplesDay.pdf  
● https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/04/10/dolores-huerta-day/  
● RESOLUTION NO (boarddocs.com) (LA resolution in support of American Indian 

Heritage Month) 
● Resolution in support of designation of a National Holiday for Native Americans 1-2 

(unitednativeamerica.com) 
● Text - S.Res.547 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): A resolution designating June 19, 

2018, as "Juneteenth Independence Day" in recognition of June 19, 1865, the date on 
which slavery legally came to an end in the United States. | Congress.gov | Library of 
Congress 

● A Proclamation on Indigenous Peoples' Day, 2021 | The White House 
● Whitmer - October 11, 2021: Indigenous Peoples' Day (michigan.gov) 
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/04/10/dolores-huerta-day/
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/lbcc/Board.nsf/files/BV4NN75CD024/%24file/111820A%20American%20Indian%20Heritage%20Month%20Resolution.pdf
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https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90639-570159--,00.html

