
Purpose 

The purpose of this brief is to examine the variation in persistence and completion between students who 
enrolled at rural colleges and their peers, at non-rural institutions, in California community colleges.  
 

Sample 

Student outcomes data was downloaded from the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Student 
Success Scorecard.  The sample included degree, certificate and/or transfer-seeking students enrolling for 
the first time between 2005-06 and 2009-10.   Students were only included in the sample if they had earned 
a minimum of 6 units and attempted any Math or English in the first three years after enrollment.  Students 
were tracked to determine if they achieved at least 30 units or “completion”.* 

*”Completion” included those who earned a degree, certificate, or transfer related outcome.  
 

Method 

Comparisons were made between the persistence and completion rates of students at rural California com-
munity colleges and their peers at other community colleges throughout the state.  Colleges which had few-
er than 100,000 people residing within 30 miles, were identified as “rural”.  In total, thirteen colleges we 
identified as rural. 

Research Question 1:  

To what degree do persistence rates vary between students at rural California Community Colleges and their 

peers at other California Community Colleges? 

The results suggested that students enrolled at “rural” communi-
ty colleges were less likely to complete 30 units within six years 
of enrollment than their peers at other California community col-
leges.  

 

 

 

 

Table #1: 30 unit completion for rural and non-rural students who first enrolled between 2005—06 and 2009-2010      

* Some colleges excluded due to missing data on scorecard 
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  California Community Colleges 

(N) 

Students 

(N) 

 Persistence to 30 Units 

N                                                % 

Rural 13 28,874  17,046                                 59% 

Non-rural 101* 919,576 615,052                             67% 



Research Question 2:  

To what degree do completion rates vary between students at rural California Community Colleges and their 

peers at other California Community Colleges? 

The results suggested that students enrolled at “rural” col-
leges were less likely to “complete” than their peers at oth-
er California Community Colleges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table #2: Completion rates for rural and non-rural students who first enrolled between 2005—06 and 2009-2010     

*Some colleges excluded due to missing data on scorecard 

 

Discussion, Limitations, and Recommendations for Further Study 

Overall,  the results suggested the existence of gaps in both persistence and completion rates between stu-
dents at rural institutions and their peers at non-rural California community colleges. The study was limited 
due to lack of access to disaggregated data. This limitation inhibited further comparisons between sub-
groups.  We recommend that further research be conducted to compare the persistence and completion be-
tween various subgroups of students at rural and non-rural institutions in order to determine if, and to what 
degree, rural students are underperforming peers from similar subgroups (exp. foster youth, veterans, etc.).   

The study did not attempt to determine the cause of the gap in persistence and completion between stu-
dents at rural and non-rural California community colleges.  We recommend that further research be con-
ducted to examine the factors which may be hindering rural students success.  Factors which should be con-
sidered include: high rates of poverty in rural regions, lack of access to transportation, limited course offer-
ings at rural institutions, inadequate access to technology, and higher levels of representation among tradi-
tionally disadvantaged groups at rural institutions (exp. foster youth, veterans, and students with disabili-
ties). 

  N of Community Colleges in 

California 

N of Students in Community Colleges in 

California 

 Completion 

N                                                % 

Rural 13 28,874 11,967                                      41% 

Urban 101* 919,576 446,981                                    49% 

For more information contact: 

Associate Dean of Student Equity and Success  

Brandon Price -   (209) 588– 5079  -   priceb@yosemite.edu 

Research Analyst 

Kristin Rascon   -   (209) 588-5386   -   rasconk@yosemite.edu 


