
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AWE/SSEAC  

Meeting Minutes 

September 18, 2015 

9:00a – 10:00a 

The Cellar 

 

Attendees:  

Laureen Campana, Anne Cavagnaro, Cheryl Divine, Doralyn Foletti, Matthew Fox, Wendy Griffiths-Bender, 

Colleen Henry, Craig Johnston, Lindsay Laney, Kirsten Miller, Ida Ponder, Brandon Price, Karin Rodts, Anneka 

Rogers-Whitmer, Adrienne Seegers, Jessica Shapiro, Sara Shier 

 

Visitors:   

Absent:   

Marc Beam, Kasey Bonavia, Leslie Buckalew, Cari Craven, Kasey Fulkerson, Margo Guzman, Ramona Harris, Tracey Hickey, 

Shawn Jordison, Letitia Miller, Melissa Raby, Abby Sunday , Diana Sunday, Klaus Tenbergen, Michelle Walker, Debbie York 

Agenda 
 

Welcome & Introductions Campana & Laney 
 

AWE Newsletter Brandon Price 
 

New AWE Structure & Overview Brandon Price 
 

2014/15 FIG Reviews All 
 

   

   

 

Additional Information 

 

The meeting began at 9:10a when Lindsey welcomed all to the first AWE meeting of the 2015/16 year.  

She introduced herself and Laureen as the new AWE Co-Coordinators and welcomed Brandon Price as 

the liaison to our college vice presidents.  Brief introductions were then made by all attendees, as the new 

Instructional Support Technician for the AAC, Jessica Shapiro, is joining the AWE Committee.  

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00a.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes 
  

TOPIC:  AWE Newsletter       Brandon Price  

 Discussion:   
 

Brandon Price was thanked for creating the attached AWE Newsletter for September which highlights: 

 

a. First Semester Experience 

b. AAC Growth and Expansion 

c. Welcome Week Wows 

 

 Conclusions:     
Newsletter is well done and much appreciated by all.  See attached. 
 

 Action items:   
Monthly Newsletters to Be Drafted and Distributed 

 

Responsible: 

Brandon Price 

Deadline 

 

TOPIC:  New AWE Structure and Overview Brandon Price  

 Discussion:   
 

A brief overview of the sources of funding for FIGs was discussed.  Brandon explained that there are four sources 
of funding for FIGs, depending upon the group that the FIG is intended to help or support.  It is a priority to 
integrate academic constituents involved is a goal this year.  The varying funding sources are: 
 

a. SSSP Credit:            Activities related to matriculation/orientation/core services 
b. SSSP Non-Credit:   Non-credit ESL and GED prep activities (must be related to matriculation process) 
c. Student Equity:      For disproportionately impacted groups (i.e. ESL students struggling to transfer)   
d. Basic Skills Funds:  Must be related to basic skills courses 

 
 

 Conclusions:     
 
Brandon requested all faculty to get involved and generate ideas for FIGS, whether or not funds are required, to 
help support and enable students to be successful.  If funds are required, faculty and staff is welcome to ask 
Brandon where the funding might come from.  If Basic Skills funding is required, Michelle Walker is the main 
contact. 
 

 Action items:   

Administrators to meet on Monday, September 28, to discuss the funding 
for 2015/16 FIGs.  FIG requestors will be notified of funding request 
outcomes after meeting. 

 

 

 
 

Person responsible: 

Brandon Price, 

Melissa Raby, Leslie 

Buckalew 

Deadline: 

 

9/28/15 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC:  2014/15 FIG Reviews All  

 Discussion:   

A brief overview of 2014/15 FIGS was given by: 

1.  Lindsey Laney/AAC FIG:  AAC extended hours and FIG funds allowed for supervision of tutors.  A writing 
inquiry center was created for students; Lindsey attended a conference on this topic.  On-line tutoring is 
on the horizon now. 

2. Sara Shier/ESL Courses:  Due to registration difficulties experienced by ESL students, a student 
ambassador was sent to off-campus locations where ESL classes are held to help ESL students apply and 
register for classes.  A field trip to Columbia College was coordinated for ESL students with transportation 
being provided by ATCAA. Non-English speaking parents were able to put their children on the child care 
center’s wait list and ESL students were able to obtain student ID cards because of the field trip.  Sara has 
also been able to assist students in completing BOG waivers, so more ESL students are now attending. 

3. Anne Cavagnaro/First Semester Experience (FSE): Last year’s FSE course began with 21 students and 
ended successfully with 19 students.  The trip to the Museum of Tolerance was a rousing success and this 
year Anne would like to investigate the immigrant masses from which mathematicians have arisen.  She 
is incorporating mindfulness training into her math courses, as well. 

4. Adrienne Seegers/GPS:  Adrienne said that GPS was successful last year.  Students connecting with 
students is magical, and this is a worthwhile FIG which prepares, guides and creates successful students.  
She needs to pass the baton for this year’s GPS FIG to someone who will grip it tightly.  She talked to 
students about being representatives for this group this year, but no commitments so far.  Please see 
Adrienne if you are interested. 

5. Karin Rodts/On-Ramp:  On-ramp was successful again last summer. Twenty-four students completed the 
12-day course for guidance, library, and study skills courses.  Before academic courses begin in fall, new 
students can sign up for the On-Ramp co-hort to learn how to study, to utilized library resources, develop 
long-lasting relationships and get their feet firmly planted.  The On-Ramp co-hort continues to lead 
students down a successful collegiate path.    

6. Anneka Rogers-Whitmer/Student Success Workshops:  Last year’s FIG allowed surveys to be taken to see 
what students wanted to learn about.  End-of-year gatherings were held to say thank you to all those 
who instructed and/or participated in making the workshops successful.  Online workshops have been 
requested.  In-person workshop attendance increased last year as well.  Student workshops have been 
revamped this year, so a FIG is not being used.   

7. Matt Fox/On-line Workshops: Student Ling workshops are now available to students.  There are 30 
workshops, six of which are in Spanish, which are available to students 24x7.  Students can see Matt, 
Anneka, or go to the Career/Transfer Center to learn how to access the workshops.  Link is 
www.studentlingo.com/gocolumbia.  The annual cost for the StudentLingo workshops is $10K, so Adobe 
Captivate software has been purchased to enable Columbia to create our own workshops for students.  
More to come later. 

8. Wendy Griffiths-Bender/Textbooks:  The textbook FIG enabled students to go to the library and check-
out the textbooks that are used in class for up to two hours in order to avoid purchasing or renting a 
textbook.  Students utilized and greatly appreciated access to textbooks, since so many can’t afford to 
buy or rent. 

 

http://www.studentlingo.com/gocolumbia


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9. Kirsten Miller, Anneka Rogers-Whitmer, Doralyn Foletti/Welcome Week:  The Welcome Week event was 
a raving success.  Kirsten read comments made by several students regarding the warmth, kindness, and 
ease they felt after visiting our campus the first week (see newsletter for more details).  Brandon stated 
that many students surveyed were very anxious before the first week of school, but once they attended 
the Welcome Week activities or were greeted at one of the Welcome tables, they were able to relax and 
get to work.  A potential On-line Welcome Week was briefly discussed for next year. 

10. Laureen Campana, Lindsay Laney/FELI Conference:  The FELI conference held at Columbia College during 
the first week of August was well-attended and extremely beneficial to those who attended.  This Four-
day Experiential Learning Institute (FELI) teaches how to understand and better relate to where people 
come from, to stand in their shoes, to be more mindful of others’ experiences.  Laureen and Lindsay hope 
to create a FELI FIG this year which will utilize the resources and techniques learned by faculty and staff 
during this year’s FELI conference. 

 
 Conclusions:     

 
“The strength of AWE is collaborative amongst all levels within the college!” 

 
 

 Action items:   Person responsible: 

 

 

Deadline: 

 

    

    

    

    

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Colleen Henry 9/18/15 


