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Technology Committee Meeting 
November 05, 2015 

Manzanita Conference Room - 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  
 
Attendees:  Lonnie Blansit, Margo Guzman, Kirsten Miller, Brian Sanders, Don Smith, 
Jeff Whalen, Terri Isaman (recorder) 
 
Absent:  Leslie Buckalew, Melissa Colon, Doralyn Foletti, Kevin Granados, Wendy 
Griffiths-Bender, Michelle Walker 
 
Meeting start:     1:05pm 
 
Introductions 
Brian introduced himself as the interim Vice President, College & Admin Services.   
 
Record of Meeting – October 01, 2015 
Meeting notes from October 1, 2015 were reviewed with no additions or amendments. 

 
Accreditation/Updating Technology Plan 
As part of the accreditation standards, the College’s Technology Plan must be reviewed 
and revised as needed.  It is also important to demonstrate technology needs are 
adequately funded.  Group discussion occurred on past budgeting practices.  It was 
noted it has not been the practice to fund a specific budget line annually for technology 
upgrades.  Rather, the College has utilized other restricted funds.  Margo reported that 
many staff computers were upgraded through FF& E purchases of Measure E.  The last 
college purchases made were to update student usage computers.  In response to a 
question on computer standards, Margo further reported the IT department issues 
quotes for all computer/technology purchases and/or upgrades that meet college 
standards.  Don questioned the process used to evaluate technology needs imbedded in 
program review.  Brian also questioned if there needs to be a different framework 
developed for the updated plan.  The distance ed plan needs to be included as well as the 
secondary data center (Alder). 
 
Technology Plan 
General discussion occurred on classroom standards.  Brian feels the Technology 
Committee should participate in the evaluation and setting of standards for classroom 
technology.  Margo relayed information that some middle schools in the Valley area are 
issued Chrome notebooks for class and others are utilizing Google docs.  Kirsten stated 
that Canvas may accomplish the same.  Discussion is that each class will have a shell in 
Canvas.  And, may have the ability to log grades which can be downloaded into Datatel.  
The IT staff consult with faculty during the summer on planned technology needs.  
Classrooms are updated and ready for instruction at the beginning of the semester.  
 
Discussion followed into classroom materials and the use of eBooks.  Jeff’s goal in 
joining the Technology Committee is to evaluate the use of course materials in future 
and what is best to offer the students.  Jeff reported studies are showing that students 
are not as successful utilizing eBooks as there are many distractions on the web.  Sales of 
eBooks in the book store reflect low activity.  However, instructors are utilizing the 
supplemental instructional materials.  Don reported through the CISCO partnership, 
students have access to extensive materials as well as an option for hard copy.  Margo 
further offered her experience of accessing course materials through her online degree 
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program.  She paid a flat fee for eBooks, but only received access to the chapter assigned 
by the instructor.   
 
The group expressed continued confusion on the approach to utilize in updating the 
technology plan.  Is there a District Technology plan?  And, if so, is that completed first 
with the colleges following up with an aligned plan?  Or, do the colleges complete their 
plans first followed by the District aligning an overarching plan? 
 
Website Update 
The group felt there is a broader knowledge base needed to update college web pages.  
Also, a clear College direction may be needed as many departments go on their own 
singular direction.  Many faculty web pages are robust; however, the posting of office 
hours and syllabi are inconsistent.  A suggestion was made to create a link on 
ConnectColumbia to information on the instructor, book lists and assignments.   
 
Jeff reported the book list and cost for spring semester would not be available until early 
December.  It was noted degree audit is a menu item on ConnectColumbia, however, 
many students do not know how to use it.  The fee page is also being amended.  Margo 
further reported Ellucian is working on a new student planning module, which would 
eventually replace ConnectColumbia.  Kirsten discussed OEI, another educational 
planning initiative for students, similar to Ellucian’s student planning module.   
 
Distance Education (DE) Update 
No report given 
 
Other 

 Kirsten reported most students are not aware they have access to Office 365 while 
they are students at Columbia.  Information is not being included at orientation.  
Jeff reported he no longer sells the Office software due to the availability of Office 
365.  Activation and usage of student email accounts is another program not 
being fully utilized.  This process is currently included in the student orientation.  
The group felt a student email blast may be needed and/or a welcome email once 
enrolled. 

 IT maintains an equipment inventory list which includes life expectancy.   

 Agenda items for next month: 
 DTAC Update (standing item) 
 Distance Ed Update to include the Canvas project 
 Website Update 

 Don suggested moving the location to Fir 4.  Additionally, request a 
demonstration from Melissa Colon on Canvas and a demonstration of the new 
student planning program.   

 
Meeting adjourned:   2:27pm 
 


