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COLUMBIA COLLEGE COUNCIL 

RECORD OF MEETING 
November 1, 2013, Manzanita Conference Room 

 

Committee Members Present:   Luisa Adams, Nancy Bull, Elissa Creighton, Ted Hamilton, Craig 

Johnston, John Leamy, Melissa Raby, Anneka Rogers Whitmer, Gene Womble, Gary Whitfield 
 

Committee Members Not Present: Leslie Buckalew, Matthew Christman (ASCC Representative), 

Doralyn Foletti, Chris Vitelli 

 
Guest(s): Coni Chavez (recorder), Judy Lanchester 

 

Recommended for Vote 

1. Approval of Minutes for the October 4, 2013 Meeting of the College Council 

It was moved, seconded (Ted Hamilton /John Leamy), and approved to accept the record of 
meeting for the October 4, 2013 meeting of the Columbia College Council. 

 

Discussion Items 

2. Mission Statement Review 

Prior to the November meeting, Council members were provided with meeting notes from the 
March 2013 District Council planning session and the April 2013 Columbia College Council 

meeting wherein the topic of discussion was mission statement review for the three entities of the 

YCCD (Central Services, Columbia College, and Modesto Junior College) as it relates to the 2011 

ACCJC District Recommendation 2. Additionally, at this November meeting, it was noted that the 
Columbia College Council had discussed the item at their September and October 2013 meetings 

and a college-wide email requesting feedback from constituents was sent on October 10, 2013. 

Further, Council members observed that the new MJC Mission Statement is action driven and the 

Columbia College Mission Statement appears more descriptive in nature. Lastly, it was moved, 
seconded (Ted Hamilton/Melissa  Raby), and passed that feedback be solicited college-wide, once 

again, via an email from the President’s Office that would include the history of the discussion 

dating back to the March 2013 District Council planning session and that Columbia College 

Council members will come prepared to discuss the topic at the December 2013 meeting. 
 

3. Other Item(s) 

- New Member Introduction – Anneka Rogers Whitmer, Director of Trio Support Services 

was introduced and welcomed as the new Leadership Team representative, replacing Brian 
DeMoss. 

- Parking Fee Increase – Gary Whitfield, Vice President of College & Administrative 

Services, and substitute meeting chair, reported that a parking fee increase had been 

discussed at the November 2013 Facilities Committee meeting. Members of the Columbia 
College Council indicated concurrence that they believed the parking fee increase had been 

removed from consideration at the November 2013 YCCD Board of Trustees meeting. VP 

Whitfield committed to following up with additional information, if available, at the 

December 2013 Columbia College Council meeting. 
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Information Items 

4. Accreditation Visit Tentative Schedule 

Coni Chavez reviewed the tentative accreditation visit schedule with the Columbia College 

Council. It was noted that the schedule is subject to change up until, and during, the time the team 
is on campus, based on their request(s) and need(s). Council members and the College, as a whole, 

were thanked for their participation in the accreditation process. 

 

5. Congressman McClintock Visit 
Coni Chavez reviewed the tentative schedule for Congressman Tom McClintock’s visit to 

Columbia College on November 7, 2013 stating the College was pleased to welcome a legislative 

visit from the Congressman. It was reported that the Congressman could only be on campus for a 

brief period of time and would be given an abbreviated tour of select campus facilities such as the 
Sugar Pine Building, Student Center, Child Development, and The Cellar. Appreciation was given 

to Matthew Christman, ASCC President, and Erik Vorsatz, YCCD Student Trustee, for leading the 

tour and to Nancy Bull, Ted Hamilton, and Chris Vitelli for representing their constituent groups. 

It was reported that additional information would be provided, as it became available, regarding 
another scheduled legislative visit in December. 

 

6. Facilities Update 

Judy Lanchester, Assistant Director of Facilities Planning & Campus Operations Manager, 
updated the group on many campus facilities projects underway. 

- Sequoia: On-time and on-budget. Move in date will occur as scheduled on 12/16. 

- Alder: On-time and on-budget. H-HP will move in at the beginning of spring. 

- Water Tanks: Scheduled to arrive in December or January. 
- Roadways: Currently in the planning phase and expected to move forward in 2014. 

- Bookstore: Almost complete. Move-in anticipated on November 13 and 14. 

- Culinary: Getting a “facelift” that should be complete by April 2013.  

- Manzanita: Second floor expected to be vacated by the third week of January; HVAC will 
be isolated for asbestos removal; DSA second review looking good; path of travel during 

construction to bookstore and cafeteria being considered; and, project completion expected 

in summer 2015. 

a. Judy Lanchester, Assistant Director of Facilities Planning & Campus Operations 
Manager, provided a comprehensive update regarding plans for the Manzanita 

Building remodel swing space relocations and on-campus signage. She noted that 

free-standing 24”x60” directional signs will be placed along pathways as well as 

door signs will be installed; the campus map will be updated to reflect temporary 
locations of services/offices; and, student leaders are also helping to get the word 

out.  

 

7. Budget Update 
Gary Whitfield, Vice President of College & Administrative Services, and meeting chair, reported 

that State cash collections were expected to run ahead of projections and that no other new 

information was available since the November 2013 Columbia College Council meeting. 
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8. Faculty Hiring Prioritization Results 

Gary Whitfield, Vice President of College & Administrative Services, and meeting chair, reported 
the Faculty Hiring Prioritization process had concluded and recommendations were forwarded to 

the College Interim President, Dr. Leslie Buckalew. The rankings were: 

 

Set A:  1. AAC Coordinator Set B (in no ranked order): English, Mental Health, 
2. Math replacement Psychology and Math. 

3. Biology 

4. Physics 

5. H-HHP 
6. Counselor 

 

Further, VP Whitfield reported that the College is hoping to hire 4 faculty positions, but cautioned 

that any new hires will be contingent on budget and noted that funding from Proposition 30 is 
temporary. Faculty representative, Professor Craig Johnston, referred to Interim President 

Buckalew’s October 30, 2013 email to faculty committing to action within days and asked for 

clarification regarding the timeline for a decision. VP Whitfield clarified that before any decisions 

could be made a discussion would occur at the November 13 Chancellor’s Cabinet meeting. In 
addition to the budget, a number of other factors must first be considered such as the “50% law,” 

the “75/25 rule,” and the Student Success and Support Plan (SSSP).  

 

Additional discussion was held regarding the process for the Classified Hiring Priorities and the 
need for a better understanding of how decisions are made once recommendations for classified 

and faculty hires are forwarded to the President. Faculty representatives asked that the Columbia 

College Council be informed of issues that lead to the decision of how many and which faculty 

positions will be hired; and, communicate to those making the decision that the College must move 
urgently so as to provide for a timeline that can draw in an acceptable pool of candidates. 

 

9. Constituent Reports/Updates 

a. YFA – Gene Womble, YFA Representative, reported that they are hopeful to finish 
negotiations by 11/4 and for more information Table Top, a newsletter containing 

negotiations updates, will be sent out shortly. 

b. Student Senate – No report was provided. 

c. Classified Senate – Classified Senate leaders reported that the group is currently discussing 
scholarship requirements. And, they recently advocated, at the encouragement of 4CS, 

supporting changes to the student success taskforce recommendation regarding staff 

development that would provide for increased opportunities for classified employees. 

d. CSEA – Luisa Adams, CSEA Representative, reported that the October 24, 2013 
ratification vote of the revised CSEA contract passed and that officer nominations will be 

considered at their December 2013 meeting. 

e. Academic Senate – John Leamy, Academic Senate President, reported that the Faculty 

Hiring Priorities process had been completed with recommendations forwarded to 
administration. Upcoming scheduled events were the State Plenary session and the ACCJC 

visit to Columbia College. Some concern regarding the proposed new ACCJC standards 

have been raised by faculty members and it is expected this will be a topic of discussion at 

the State Plenary session. 
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f. Leadership Team Advisory Council – Anneka Rogers Whitmer, Leadership Team 

Representative, reported that LTAC had submitted a revised Leadership Team Handbook 
to the Chancellor’s Office for consideration and that a revision to management evaluation 

forms is underway. 


