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COLUMBIA COLLEGE COUNCIL 
RECORD OF MEETING 

March 1, 2013, Manzanita Conference Room 
 
Committee Members Present:   Luisa Adams, Leslie Buckalew, Nancy Bull, Elissa Creighton, 
Matt Christman (ASCC Vice President), Brian DeMoss, Doralyn Foletti, Ted Hamilton, John 
Leamy, Caira McFarland (ASCC Representative), Brandon Moore (ASCC President), Gary 
Whitfield, Gene Womble 
 
Committee Members Not Present: Melissa Raby, Adrienne Seegers 
 
Guest(s): Coni Chavez (recorder) 
 
Recommended for Vote 

1. Approval of Minutes for the January 18, 2013 Meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Ted Hamilton/John Leamy), and approved to accept the record of 
meeting for the January 18, 2013 meeting of the College Council, with two minor typographical 
corrections: item 2, #3300, change “in” to “is”; and, item 6, 3rd line from the bottom, delete “was.” 
 
2. Approval of Minutes for the February 1, 2013 Meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Ted Hamilton/Nancy Bull), and approved to accept the record of meeting 
for the February 1, 2013 meeting of the College Council, with one minor typographical correction: 
item 6, 2nd line, remove the apostrophe from the word “College’s.” 
 
 
Discussion Items 

3. Representatives Requested for Grants Subcommittee by 3/8/13 
Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Columbia College Acting President, asked that names of representatives 
from each employee group be submitted by March 8, 2013 to the President’s Office to serve on the 
Grants Advisory Committee as discussed by the Columbia College Council in November 2012; an 
excerpt of that record of meeting follows: 
 

“Grants Sub-Committee Appointments 
Dr. Dennis Gervin facilitated review of the Grants Advisory Committee Procedure as approved by 
the College Council in April 2011.  It was generally agreed that it would be good practice to 
convene the committee annually to perform a type of “exit interview” so as to evaluate and make 
improvements on the process from the prior year.  Therefore, although there was not a grant in the 
queue to be reviewed by this subcommittee of the College Council, the committee will be convened 
with last year’s representatives (Lonnie Blansit, classified; Raelene Juarez, faculty; Dennis Gervin, 
leadership; Tori Palmberg, students) and the current year’s representatives.  Current year 
representative recommendations will be made by each constituent group by forwarding names to 
the President’s Office. Once received, the President’s Office will forward names to the Director of 
Development who will convene the group and facilitate evaluation of the procedure and 
recommended improvements.” 

 
Dr. Buckalew also stated that the college is considering resubmission of a Title III grant proposal 
in collaboration with Tahoe Community College.  This potential grant proposal, not to be confused 
with the college’s current Title III grant in its fifth year, is in the very preliminary stages and 
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would be focused on research.  Mike Gaudette, Lighthouse Consulting, visited the campus on 
February 28 to discuss feasibility of the potential submission.  Further, it was reported that, at the 
time of this meeting, the Federal Government had not yet released a request for proposals (RFP). 
 
4. Other Item(s) 

 
a. Leadership Transition – Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Columbia College Acting President, shared 

her sincere appreciation for those who serve the college and its students.  She encouraged 
Council members to share with their constituents that “we are the college”—all of us who 
share in that service—and to continue to carry-out their duties with the excellence 
displayed in all areas of the college; and, to hold to our mission in serving students. 
 
Ted Hamilton inquired as to the role of the Columbia College Council to participate in the 
search process for an interim and / or permanent college president.  College Council YCCD 
Board Policy 2431-CEO Selection was recited as information to the group.  Mr. Hamilton 
further asked if the Board was obligated to pay the current president’s contract through the 
end of the term.  Acting President, Dr. Buckalew committed to bringing Mr. Hamilton’s 
inquiries to the YCCD Chancellor. 
 
 

Information Items 

5. Facilities Update 
Vice President Whitfield reported on the progress of a number of projects and activities related to 
campus facilities and safety.  Among them were: 
 

‐ Redbud Building – Project has been fenced-off to begin work. 
‐ Water Tank – Plans are being considered in the case of fire. 
‐ Sequoia – Project information is at the Division of the State Architect for approval. 
‐ Manzanita – Project is in schematic design phase and will be reviewed in April. 
‐ Swing Space – Work continues on the plan. Focus over the next 2-3 weeks will be on 

Tamarack and AAC tutoring center move. 
‐ Infrasound Project – The Facilities Committee has agreed to allow Columbia College to 

serve as an Infrasound Station partnered with the Geophysics Laboratory of the Southern 
Methodist University, in support of nuclear monitoring effects.  There would be little to no 
impact on the campus and students will have access to data gathered. The Columbia 
College Council agreed with the Facilities Committee in their approval, as long as the 
appropriate paperwork is in place. 

‐ Snow Event Debrief – All reports agree that the recent snow evacuation and facilities plan 
worked well.  Notification can always be improved; but, CCAlert users increased to 470 
users the day of the snow event and 540 users the following day.   

 
6. Budget Update 
Vice President Whitfield reported that there was no new information regarding the statewide 
budget and there had not been a “February surprise.” Further, Columbia College salary 
information was being loading into the Datatel system so that budget managers can begin their 
work.  And, the college is closely following target numbers for next year. 
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7. Accreditation Update 
A letter from the Accrediting Commission of Community Junior Colleges (ACCJC), dated 
February 11, 2013 was distributed to Council members.  It was reported that the Commission took 
action to continue warning status for Columbia College and require a follow-up report by October 
15, 2013 and a subsequent visit.  Dr. Leslie Buckalew informed Council members that committees 
were being formed to respond to the remaining ACCJC recommendations and that two forums 
were scheduled in March 2013 on the topic of accreditation.  The first, on March 15, would be 
specific to Columbia College’s response.  The second, on March 29, would be a district-wide 
forum discussing the mission statement and relation to the colleges. 
 
John Leamy, Academic Senate President, reported that a misconception in the community appears 
to exist, which questions the college’s accreditation standing.  On behalf of the Senate and faculty, 
he had talked with local news media (The Union Democrat) and would be speaking with Clarke 
Broadcasting that afternoon to clarify the college’s accreditation status. 
 
Lastly, Dr. Buckalew urged Council members to share with their constituent groups that now is the 
time to develop a good, holistic report regarding the progress of Columbia College; individual 
issues should work toward resolution through existing college and district processes. 

 
8. Constituent Reports/Updates 

 
a. YFA – Gene Womble, YFA representative, reported that the union is negotiating with the 

YCCD, specifically on the matter of workload.  The group communicates updates 
regarding negotiations through a publication titled, “Table Talk.” 
 

b. Student Senate – Student leaders reported that Aiko Gonzalez had been appointed as 
Director of Publicity and that she is coordinating a new student newsletter.  Further, it was 
reported that the Student Senate had voted against the MJC resolution regarding dual 
student trusteeship. The ASCC Senate is open to revisiting the concept, but the resolution, 
as it stands, did not meet with Senate agreement.  Lastly, two events had been worked on 
for March, a car wash and attendance at the “March in March.” 
 

c. Classified Senate – Classified Senate representatives reported that work continues on the 
constitution and bylaws, which they hope to have completed in April. 
 

d. CSEA – Luisa Adams, CSEA representative, reported that Chapter 420 will celebrate its 5th 
anniversary; negotiations are on hold but resuming Thursday; and, nominations are being 
accepted for delegates to the annual CSEA conference where they will vote on the 
President of the statewide union. 
 

e. Academic Senate – John Leamy, Academic Senate President, reported that progress on 
curriculum had been outstanding.  The Senate had approved the 2nd reading of a resolution 
regarding faculty scholarships and the 1st reading on a resolution regarding reassigned time. 

 
f. Leadership Team Advisory Council – Brian DeMoss, LTAC President, reported that 

meetings were to be scheduled with the Interim Vice Chancellor of Human Resources 
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regarding the Leadership Team Handbook.  And, the YCCD Leadership Team had won a 
raffle at the ACCCA conference that will fund two student scholarships, one at Columbia 
and one at MJC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


