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COLUMBIA COLLEGE COUNCIL 

RECORD OF MEETING 
September 6, 2013, Community Education Room 

 

Committee Members Present:   Luisa Adams, Leslie Buckalew, Nancy Bull, Elissa Creighton, 

Matthew Christman (ASCC Representative joined at 2:00 p.m.), Brian DeMoss, Doralyn Foletti, 
Aiko Gonzalez (ASCC Representative joined at 2:00 pm.), Ted Hamilton, John Leamy, Melissa 

Raby, Gary Whitfield, Gene Womble, Chris Vitelli 

 

Committee Members Not Present: Craig Johnston 
 

Guest(s): Coni Chavez (recorder) 

 

Recommended for Vote 

1. Approval of Minutes for the July 11, 2013 Meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Doralyn Foletti/John Leamy), and approved to defer the vote for approval 

of this item to the October 4, 2013 meeting. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes for the August 15, 2013 Meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (John Leamy/Doralyn Foletti), and approved to accept the record of 

meeting for the August 15, 2013 meeting of the Columbia College Council, with one correction on 

page 4, replace “Billbrae” with “Billbrey.” 

 

3. Accreditation Follow-up Report 

The Columbia College Accreditation Follow-up Report DRAFT, revised 9/5/13, was distributed to 

Columbia College Council members prior to the meeting. Chris Vitelli noted that citations and 

numbering may change after approval the document, but content will not be changed without the 
express knowledge of Council members. 

 

It was moved, seconded (John Leamy/Nancy Bull), and approved to accept the Columbia College 

Accreditation Follow-up Report, revised 9/5/13 and forward the report to the YCCD Board of 
Trustees for consideration at their October 2013 meeting. 

 

Discussion Items 

4. Columbia College Council Constitution 

Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Interim College President, stated that review and discussion of this item 
would be deferred until student constituent representatives are present. 

 

5. Principles of Collegial Governance 

Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Interim College President, stated that review and discussion of this item 
would be deferred until student constituent representatives are present. 

 

6. Mission Statement Review 

Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Interim College President, stated that review and discussion of this item 
would be deferred until student constituent representatives are present. 
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7. Academic Calendar 

Chris Vitelli, Interim VPSL, acting as a representative from the YCCD Calendar Committee, 
presented three DRAFT academic calendars for consideration by the Columbia College Council. 

He noted that the 2013-2014 draft reflected a one week earlier session start date for the summer 

term and clarified that classes need not necessarily begin on that day, however having the session 

open, allows for scheduling of classes if desired. Further, it was noted the other two drafts were 
developed with status quo dates and that student services dates will be removed from the YCCD 

academic calendar. Lastly, Council members requested that a correction be made on the 2013-

2014 calendar change “5/12 Summer Classes Begin” to “5/5 Summer Classes Begin.”  

 
It was moved, seconded (John Leamy/Melissa Raby), and approved that the draft academic 

calendars be approved as proposed for: a. 2013-2014, revised 9/6/13; b. 2014-2015, revised 9/5/13; 

and, c. 2015-2016, revised 9/5/13. 

 

8. Other Item(s) 

- Claim Jumper Mascot: It was requested that the Claim Jumper mascot logo and usage be 

added to a future agenda. 

- Student Trustee Presentation: Gene Womble recommended that Student Trustee, Erik 
Vorsatz, make a presentation to the Columbia College Council at a future meeting. 

- RIM Fire Video: Dr. Leslie Buckalew shared that Mel Kirk, Columbia College Foundation 

President had produced a tribute video that is available on YouTube. The link will be sent 

to Council members. 
 

Information Items 

9. Website Re-Haul 

Coni Chavez provided a project status update and reported dates for quality and assurance and go-

live. It was confirmed that faculty/staff directory pages could be updated during the moratorium so 

that faculty could post syllabi to their individual pages. 
 

10. Facilities Update 

Vice President Whitfield reported on the progress of a number of projects and activities related to 

campus facilities.  Among them were: 
 

- Alder Building: The elevator is being delivered as scheduled. 

- Oak Pavilion:  Roads project is complete.  

- Manzanita Building: Swing space moves begin on September 11 with the President’s 

Office moving to Sugar Pine. 

- Redbud Building: Ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled for Tuesday, September 10 at 

3:00 p.m. 

- Sequoia Building: Project construction is underway. 

- Marquee: A new electronic college marquee will be installed in September. 
 

11. Budget Update 
Vice President Whitfield reported the information contained in the handout below, which was also 

distributed at the meeting. 
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12. Enrollment Update 
Chris Vitelli reported an FTES target established for Columbia College in the 2013-14 academic 

year at 2163 (or roughly 2200). Further, it was stated that the college is tracking ahead of fall 2012 

but are at 903 (at the time of this report), shy of the 1050 that was hoped for. The delayed fall start 

due to the RIM, an unexpected anomaly, may have contributed to the shortfall.  
 

Discussion was held regarding anticipated FTES growth when the traditional college-age 

graduating high school entrants appear to be shrinking. Chris Vitelli committed to bring back 

numbers to the October College Council meeting and noted Oakdale as a possible area of growth 
which may offset Tuolumne County and Calaveras County numbers. 

 

13. Constituent Reports/Updates 
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a. Classified Senate – Classified Senate representative, Doralyn Foletti reported the group is 

restructuring area representative assignments. The Classified Senate is also revisiting the 
new employee mentor program, partnering with the Student Senate on a few projects, and 

working to develop hiring priorities. 

 

b. CSEA – Luisa Adams, CSEA representative, stated that there was nothing new to report. 
 

c. Academic Senate – John Leamy, Academic Senate President, reported the group’s first 

meeting was held. A number of activities are underway: an email will be sent to faculty 

informing them that a Board member would like to visit classrooms; SLO documentation is 
being polished; and, the faculty hiring priorities process has begun. The Academic Senate 

is hoping to begin recruitment as soon as possible so as to not miss prime vacancy 

visibility. Lastly, all are trying to meet the needs of faculty as it relates to roll sheets. 

 
d. Leadership Team Advisory Council – Brian DeMoss, LTAC President, reported that an 

LTAC meeting will occur on September 9 to review the Leadership Team Handbook and 

management evaluation process. 

 
e. YFA – Gene Womble, YFA representative, reported that negotiations are underway 

regarding workload and distance education. Mr. Womble also welcomed Chris Vitelli as a 

representative on the YCCD negotiating team. 

 
f. Student Senate – Student leaders reported they had developed a master calendar of 

activities for the academic year and are continuing to build a great working relationship 

with MJC student leaders. 
 

 
 

 


