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COLUMBIA COLLEGE COUNCIL 
RECORD OF MEETING 

March 2, 2012, Manzanita Conference Room 
 
Committee Members Present:   Lonnie Blansit, Leslie Buckalew, Nancy Bull, Elissa Creighton, 
Brian DeMoss, Dennis Gervin, Wendy Hesse, Raelene Juarez, Gage Kerrigan (ASCC 
Representative), Maryl Landess, John Leamy, Joe McLeod (ASCC Representative), Tori Palmberg 
(ASCC Representative), Melissa Raby, Stephanie Romero (ASCC Representative), Gary Whitfield 
 
Committee Members Not Present: Gene Womble 
 
Guest(s): Coni Chavez (recorder), Diana Sunday 
 
Recommended for Vote 

1. Approval of Minutes for the February 3, 2012 Meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Nancy Bull/Maryl Landess), and approved that the minutes of the 
February 3, 2012 College Council meeting be accepted with one correction: item number 9., 
second paragraph, first line, add the word “Committee” after “Accreditation Steering.” 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes for the February 10, 2012 Retreat of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Raelene Juarez/Nancy Bull), and approved that the minutes of the 
February 10, 2012 College Council retreat be accepted as submitted. 
 
Discussion Items 

3. Policies and Procedures Revisions 
Coni Chavez reported that the YCCD Policies and Procedures Committee had accepted and 
implemented revisions to two policies and procedures, 5040- Student Records, Directory 
Information and Privacy and 5550-Time, Place, & Manner, as requested by the Columbia College 
Council at their February 3, 2012 meeting. Further, the YCCD Policies and Procedures Committee 
had requested constituent review of proposed changes for the board policies listed below and the 
Columbia College Council’s comments would be reported back to the district committee on March 
16. 
 

3440 NEW-Service Animals – One correction was requested in the procedure on the last 
page under the “No Surcharge” section, replace “damaged” with “damages.” 
 
4518 NEW-Child Abuse Reporting – Two clarifications in the policy were requested: 1. 
First paragraph, add “under age minor” before “children”; and, 2. be more specific and 
clarify who are “employees” as cited in the second paragraph (short-term contracts, adjunct 
faculty, students, etc.). 
 
7105 Election of Student Member – The Columbia College Council asked that the timeline 
for special election/vacancies and exceptions be clarified in the procedure.  Further, one 
revision was requested in the “Removal from Office” section of the procedure, add “at the 
appropriate college” after “administrator.” 
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6220 Standards of Scholarship –The Columbia College Council asked that the added 
procedure be reviewed for consistent text and format.  Specific areas to be reviewed in the 
procedure included the “Withdrawal” section number 3.A.i. and the “Course Repetition 
Absent Substandard Academic Work” section number 2.B.iii. 
 

4. Measureable Goals 
Diana Sunday, interim college researcher, reported that she had prepared a download of data from 
the college’s unit planning tool, as discussed at the February 10, 2012 retreat of the Columbia 
College Council.  The information ended up being a “grocery list” and therefore would not be 
useful in that form, for this project.  She then revisited each goal individually and identified 
possible data points to measure most of the goals.  The data that Ms. Sunday found, which could 
be useful in measuring the college’s ten goals, will be put onto a SharePoint site.  This data, she 
explained, will also be useful for program review and student learning outcomes.  Members of the 
Columbia College Council asked if two to three goals can be discussed, at the April meeting, with 
examples of data that could be used to measure them, starting with Student Success and 
Educational Programs and Services. 
 
5. Summer 2012 Meetings 
The Columbia College Council agreed to meet throughout the summer 2012 months.  Further, they 
agreed the meetings would take place on the first Thursday of each month in the morning. 
 
6. Other Item(s) 

 Tom Hofstra Presentation – Members reported having heard a presentation to the Facilities 
Committee, earlier in the day by Dr. Tom Hofstra, Forestry and Natural Resources 
instructor.  The presentation discussed the campus’ natural resources and preservation of 
such.  The general consensus of the Facilities Committee was that the presentation was 
very informative.  It was recommended that this presentation be given college-wide. 

 
 
Information Items 

7. Accreditation Update 
President Gervin distributed copies of the college and district recommendations that must be 
responded to in the October 2012 follow up report to the ACCJC (all but college recommendation 
no. 3, as cited in the evaluation report).  Further, he reported that the Columbia College Council 
will get an update on the report development progress at their April meeting.  Drs. Gervin and 
Buckalew will be working with faculty and classified to devise a structure in which the report will 
be written, reviewed, etc.  The expectation is that the report will be under construction/writing 
during the summer months, with completion anticipated in early fall. 
 
8. Facilities Update 
It was reported that a college-wide forum will be held on March 6, 2012 to discuss the 
opportunities and resources discovered throughout the Facilities Master Plan Update process and 
to unveil two building projects plans (A and B).  The Columbia College Council was reminded of 
the inclusive process for development of the Facilities Master Plan update, including the building 
projects plans—beginning with the initial college-wide forums in 2010 to the work plan, individual 
and department interviews, etc.  It was also explained the Facilities Master Plan is a vision that 
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goes beyond Measure E and the immediate needs of the campus—although, it will drive what/how 
Measure E funds are used to completion. 
 
9. Budget Update 
President Gervin reported that the Big Picture Budget Discussion group would hold its first 
meeting on March 2, directly following the Columbia College Council meeting.  He reminded the 
Council that the workgroup’s purpose was generated from the Columbia College Council and 
provided a handout with the purpose statement.  Additional handouts were provided and discussed, 
including the State Budget for Community Colleges 2011-2012, 2012-13 Budget Planning 
Timeline, and the Columbia College Fund 11 2012-13 Budget Planning worksheet.  Dr. Gervin 
stated that personnel and instructional programs costs are not the target for reductions, but the 
passing of the Governor’s November tax initiative or lack thereof could have additional impact.  
Lastly, it was noted and demonstrated that a great deal of resources and documentation was 
available online on the websites for the Big Picture Budget Discussion Group, the college 
Administrative Services unit, and the YCCD Fiscal Services unit. 
 
10. Constituent Reports/Updates 

a. Leadership Team Advisory Council – Brian DeMoss reported the last LTAC meeting took 
place on February 21.  At that meeting, the group discussed developing an improved plan 
regarding goodwill acknowledgments, having a 99% participation rate in returning member 
dues, and updates to the Leadership Team Handbook. 
 

b. YFA – No report provided. 
 

c. Student Senate – Student leaders thanked Dr. Buckalew and Brian DeMoss for 
coordinating a Skype forum with Leon McCarran.  Additionally, they reported on 
upcoming activities and events such as the march in March, graduation, ASCC dance, and 
a resolution on Board Policy 5550—Time, Place & Manner. 
 

d. Classified Senate – Classified Senate leadership reported that the hiring priorities 
committee received 10 classified hiring requests and were prioritizing those requests to 
present to the College President.  The Classified Senate also reported preparing election 
materials for their upcoming election process. 
 

e. CSEA – Wendy Hesse, CSEA representative, reported that negotiations are open for the 
entire classified contract.  Additionally, she reported that the Executive Board had attended 
officers’ training.  And, vacation payout continues to be a topic of discussion among the 
bargaining unit’s constituent group. 
 

f. Academic Senate – It was reported that the human research subject procedure had been 
approved by the Academic Senate.  Elections for President-elect and representative-at-large 
had been re-opened and extended two weeks.  And, planning was underway for a Columbia 
College/MJC joint academic senate executive council meeting in the spring, as well as a 
classified appreciation breakfast in April. 

 
 


