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COLLEGE COUNCIL 
RECORD OF MEETING 

June 2, 2011, Manzanita Conference Room 
 
Committee Members Present:   Lonnie Blansit, Nancy Bull, Brian DeMoss, Dennis Gervin, 
Wendy Hesse, Richard Jones, Raelene Juarez, Maryl Landess, Tori Palmberg (ASCC 
Representative), Mike Torok, Gary Whitfield 
 
Committee Members Not Present: Elissa Creighton, Brian Greene, Gene Womble 
 
Guest(s): Coni Chavez (recorder) 
 
1. Approval of the minutes for the May 5, 2011 meeting of the College Council 
It was moved, seconded (Nancy Bull/Raelene Juarez), and approved that the May 5, 2011 minutes 
of the College Council meeting be accepted with two revisions: 1. In section 9.c., replace last 
sentence “Ms. Bull reported that the classified Senate will also be submitting a name to be 
considered by 4CS for the Classified Staff Person of the Year award.” to “Ms. Bull reported that 
the Classified Senate will also be submitting the name of the Classified Staff Person of the Year 
for recognition at the statewide conference.”; and, 2. In section 9.e. add the word “to” before 
“personnel” in the first sentence. 
 
2. Personnel Update 
Dr. Richard Jones, Interim College President updated College Council members on the status of 
personnel changes. He reported that Kathy Smith’s last day on campus was June 2, Erin Naegle 
will start as the instructor of biology in the fall 2011 semester, Chris Vitelli will begin on June 15 
as the new Dean of Occupational and Economic Development, and Dr. Dennis Gervin will begin 
in his new role as College President on July 1. An interim replacement for the Vice President of 
Student Learning is being considered from a pool of about four individuals. The announcement for 
a permanent replacement will go out with an expected hire date in January 2012. Dr. Jones also 
reported on the personnel changes resulting from YCCD reductions in force (RIFs). It was 
reported that of the eight classified members on the “bump” list, four will remain in their 
assignments (Grace Alvarez, Shawn Jordison, Jason Romano, and Gail Segerstrom) and four are 
still expected to be RIF’d (Cathy Brown, Anneka Rogers, Angela Schrader, and Arlene Sprague). 
 
3. Accreditation Update 
Academic Senate President Raelene Juarez reported that the accreditation self study for Columbia 
College is undergoing grammatical edits. It is anticipated that the document will be formatted in 
the next couple of weeks and presented to College Council at their July meeting. AS President 
Juarez thanked all of the proofreaders for their work thus far and offered council members the 
opportunity to participate in the next, and final, round of proofreading which will focus on 
comparing the formatted document to the original for accuracy in the transition. 
 
4. Facilities Update 
Vice President Gary Whitfield reported that a meeting was held with Student Services 
representatives to begin assessing the needs of the programs and services of that area as it relates 
to future facilities needs and the Facilities Master Plan update. Further, it was reported that the 
Facilities Master Plan update project is on hold until the incoming president is on board—
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committee efforts are expected to resume in July with further direction from the president. VP 
Whitfield, updated council members on a number of facilities maintenance and improvements 
projects currently underway: San Diego Reservoir bridge in front of Manzanita is complete; work 
to repair roadway damage near Sequoia is progressing; Alder building renovation has begun; 
office renovation for incoming dean is on track; a concrete pour near Madrone is scheduled; a 
water leak by the Public Safety Center is being investigated; and, Tamarack Building windows are 
being washed. 
 
5. Budget Update 
Vice President Gary Whitfield provided the six-page handout below, Columbia College 2011-2012 
May Revise Update. VP Whitfield stepped through each page of the document and highlighted key 
points. Further, he stated the importance of carry-over funds and reserve funds for the district. 
 
In the first case, VP Whitfield explained that the colleges and district would not have been able to 
meet their budget targets without additional personnel impacts unless the carry-over funds saved in 
recent years were used—and, while it may appear that the district has a sizeable amount of funds 
held back for 2010-2011, these dollars will be carried-over to assist the district in addressing a 
continuing deficit for the next fiscal year (FY 11-12, and possibly some in FY 12-13). 
 
Secondly, VP Whitfield reported that state legislators and staff are discussing a preliminary idea to 
increase state reserves. Discussion among council members was held that highlighted the fact that 
the YCCD has about a 6% reserve which would only cover approximately one month of salary for 
district employees.  Further, it was discussed that for many reasons, increasing YCCD reserves 
would be a prudent move and may be the direction the district will want to consider as funds are 
restored. 
 
Lastly, VP Whitfield advised council members the May revise could still change from what was 
enacted and that the information from the handout below and discussions held are predicated on 
the information currently available. 
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6. Constituent Reports/Updates 

a. Leadership Team Advisory Council – Brian DeMoss reported that discussion topics at 
the last LTAC meeting included the liability of excess vacation accrual balances and a 
catastrophic leave proposal. Mr. DeMoss stated that the LTAC will be sending a survey 
to Leadership Team Members to gauge their preference on the different components to 
the proposal.  
 

b. YFA – No report was provided. 
 

c. Student Senate – Student leader, Tori Palmberg, reported there was nothing new to 
announce. 
 

d. Classified Senate – Nancy Bull, Classified Senate President, reported that the Classified 
Senate Executive Board held a special meeting to accept the accreditation self study for 
Columbia College pending grammatical edits. Several classified staff members have 
been involved in the final stages of proofreading review for the self study documents.  
 

e. CSEA – Wendy Hesse, CSEA representative to Columbia College and Vice President, 
reported that the CSEA chapter is still working with their employees and the district as 
it related to reductions in force. A picnic is scheduled for July 22 and participation in 
the SaveMart S.H.A.R.E.S. program is beginning to provide funding for CSEA 
scholarships. Ms. Hesse reported that the 85th annual CSEA conference will be held this 
year in Las Vegas, NV. Luisa Adams from Columbia College will be one of the four 
delegates attending. 
 

f. Academic Senate – Raelene Juarez, Academic Senate President, reported that she 
presented, on behalf of the Senate, a resolution regarding budget to the YCCD Board of 
Trustees at their May meeting. Ms. Juarez informed council members that Randy 
Barton will attend a curriculum conference in July and the senate is in the planning 
stages for the August faculty retreat. 

 
 
 

 


