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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

September 19, 2017 • Noon – 1:30 pm 

 

Location:  Columbia College, Manzanita Conference Room – Sonora, California 

 

 
Board Members Present: Margie Bulkin; John Freer; Lee Ann Fox; Del Hodges; Kenan 

McDonald; Judy Myers; Jeff Phillips; Jim Roeber; Colette Such; Charles Segerstrom; Jan Verhage 

 

Staff Present: Amy Nilson; Kimberly Francis; Amy McKinney; Trevor Stewart 

 

Advisory Council Present: Dr. Lynn Martin; Doreen Bass 

 

Absent (Excused): Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Janice Nelson  

 

Guests/Past Board Members: Kathy Kenna, Biology Instructor 

 

Absent (Unexcused): None 

 

11:00 – 11:30am Tour of lakeside/library plaza 

A. Ms. Nilson provided a tour to the Foundation Board of the lakeside/library plaza at 

11:00am to discuss plans for the Brady-Wise Plaza, and a naming celebration to be held 

as part of Columbia College’s 50th Anniversary in Fall 2018. The YCCD Board approved 

the plaza naming proposal at its September 13, 2017 board meeting.  

 

Ms. Nilson explained that plans include adding artwork, signage, seating and additional 

shade. She passed out a photo to the Board of a sculpture called “River’s Edge” by the 

late Sherman Hay, which is an option under consideration for the plaza.  
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Dave Keener, Columbia College Campus Facilities Manager, recommended the board 

invite landscape architects to present designs. Staff will continue to update the board on 

cost estimates and plan details.  

 

1. Call to Order (12:05pm by CCF President, Colette Such)  

 
Introduction & Guests – Ms. Such welcomed Columbia College Biology Instructor and 
Physical Therapist Kathy Kenna. Ms. Kenna presented information about the importance 
of having cadavers for science classes and how use is managed in the science 
department. The new Sugar Pine Building on campus was built to accommodate cadaver 
studies, benefitting both Columbia College students and local high schools. Currently the 
Columbia College Science Department has an agreement to rent cadavers from UC Davis 
through their Body Donation Program. Ms. Kenna does all dissection at this time. UC 
Davis only provides cadaver age, gender and cause of death. All other medical 
information is obtained through dissection.  
 
Ms. Kenna appreciated a recent Foundation mini grant, which allowed her to do 25 
hours of further dissection on the cadavers to expand findings she can present to 
various classes. Ms. Kenna said the learning experience is tremendous – often 
transformational for students considering health careers. Her long term plan is to 
continue contracts with UC Davis, and to expand the program with a new 2-unit 
supervised dissection class for advanced students.  

 
A. Review and Acceptance of July 18, 2017 Meeting Minutes –Mr. Roeber made the 

motion to approve the July 18, 2017 Minutes, Ms. Verhage seconded the motion 
and it was passed.  

 
2. Old Business (Colette Such) 

 

A. Legacy gift update – Ms. Nilson reported that Margaret Brady Hunter has 
approved and signed the Fund Agreement for the legacy gift from the Brady- 
Wise Family, and it is reflected in the 4th Quarter Financials. It establishes 
restricted endowments of $1 million for the Mini Grant Program and $750,000 
for the Columbia College Promise. The proposal to name the library plaza after 
the Brady Wise Family was approved by the YCCD Board on September 13, 2017.  
Ms. Bulkin noted that the board must be clear about the impact of this 
endowment gift on the Columbia Promise campaign, stressing that the 
Foundation still has to raise about $90,000 to meet the three-year Columbia  
Promise goal of $270,000. 

 
Ms. Nilson is staying in contact with Margie Hunter about progress on the Brady 
Wise Plaza. The Board will receive bids and cost estimates from landscape 
architects before presenting proposed ideas to Ms. Hunter. Board members 
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commented that they would like to see more shade and tables to increase 
student enjoyment of the plaza. In further discussion, board members said 
honoring the family properly is the Board’s priority, and agreed that $50,000 to 
$75,000 would be what they would want to spend on improvements.  
  

B. 50th Anniversary – Plans for Columbia College’s 50th Anniversary in 2018 continue 
to progress. Ms. Nilson reported that a plaza naming celebration and dinner is 
tentatively planned for Friday, September 28, 2018, and the college is discussing 
plans for a community barbecue the next day, Saturday, September 29, 2018.  

 

3.  New Business (Colette Such) 
A. Election to fill board vacancy – Ms. Such reported that there is a vacancy from 

the passing of Bill Dunlavy. The nominating committee interviewed and is 
recommending Jeff Warren to fill the duration of the term. Ms. Verhage 
recommended Jeffrey Warren, whom she knew through other volunteer 
organizations. Ballots were distributed for board vote and approval. **Results 
were tallied and reported later in the meeting.  
 

B. Update to Investment Policy – The finance committee reviewed the Investment 
Policy, and provided recommended changes to update and streamline the 
document. This was done in advance of calling for proposals from investment 
advisors. Ms. Bulkin made the motion to approve the Investment Policy update 
and Mr. McDonald seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
**BOARD ELECTION RESULTS: Ms. Such announced that 11 of 11 votes 
confirmed Jeffrey Warren’s appointment to fill Bill Dunlavy’s term.  

 
C. Bill Dunlavy Tribute – Donations have arrived to the Foundation in memory of 

Bill Dunlavy. Mr. Phillips suggested placing the memorial contributions in the 
Carkeet Park Fund, as Bill was a long-term advocate for park improvements. The 
board concurred with the change. 
 

D. Nominating bylaws and procedures – Ms. Such presented a draft update to 
nominating committee procedures. Brief discussion followed. A suggestion was 
made to reference the bylaws, Section VIII.4.Vacancies, as clarification. With that 
change, the board concurred with the revised procedures.   
 
 

4. Financial Reports 
A. 4th Quarter Report – Mr. Stewart noted that the 4th Quarter report included 

the $2 million donation from the Brady Wise family which arrived on the last 
day of the fiscal year. The annual 1% administrative fee for the $2 million 
donation will be charged beginning the 17-18 Fiscal year. Mr. McDonald 
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made the motion to approve the 4th Quarter Report, Ms. Fox seconded the 
motion, it passed unanimously. 
 

B. Investment advisor contract – The Finance Committee will be sending out a 
call for bids from investment advisors and hopes to complete the process by 
December 1. Board members discussed consideration of appropriate 
responses to questions about “socially responsible” investing. The finance 
committee will consider including a question about this in its advisor 
interviews. 
 

 
5. College/District Updates 

 

A. Advisory Council Members Reports-  

On behalf of Dr. Fairchilds, Ms. Nilson reported that Columbia College will welcome 

the new YCCD Chancellor, Mr. Henry Yong, on September 20, and hold a “Meet and 

Greet” for community leaders on September 21 in the Cellar Bistro. All board 

members are encouraged to attend.  

The college will hold an open forum with the college’s accreditation team on Oct.  3 

and 4. Foundation board members again are encouraged to attend.  

Trevor Stewart – Mr. Stewart reported that the Hospitality Program is now 

presenting lunch and dinner at the Cellar Bistro, located in the newly remodeled 

lower Manzanita Building. The Cellar Bistro is open for lunch on Tues./Thurs. from 

11:15am – 12:30pm and for dinners on Wednesdays at 5pm, 5:30pm and 6:00pm.  

Dr. Lynn Martin – Dr. Martin reported that Dr. Fairchilds did a great job providing 

information about the Brady Wise Family and the naming of the Brady Wise Plaza at 

the Board of Trustees meeting on Sept. 13. The board was pleased to approve the 

proposal.  

Doreen Bass – Ms. Bass reported that the Classified Senate is filling new positions on 

two newly formed governance committees at Columbia College. Columbia College is 

showing more support for Classified professionals, and supported a resolution to use 

the term Classified Professionals, instead of Classified Staff.  

 

Absent: Dr. Fairchilds. Academic Senate representative. Associated Student 

representative. 

 

B. Development Office Report:  

Amy Nilson: Ms. Nilson reported that the Foundation granted seven Future Vision 

Scholarships for the new school year, and noted the Foundation will discontinue this 

award because the Promise Scholarship will take its place. She reported on the 
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current art exhibit in the Manzanita Rotunda by the late Sherman Hay and progress 

with the Sherman Hay Art Scholarship. The Cellar Bistro in having an informal Ribbon 

Cutting on October 11 with the YCCD Board of Directors, and the YCCD board 

meeting will follow in the Manzanita Conference Room. 

 

6. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – Lee Ann Fox, Chair – Ms. Fox noted progress on the call for 

proposals from investment advisors. 

B. Nominating Committee –  No additional report.  

C. Executive Committee – Colette Such, Chair – Ms. Such reported the Executive 

Committee will be reviewing and revising policies and bylaws, as most have not been 

reviewed since 2011.  

D. Development Committee – Judy Meyers, Chair – The Foundation is working on 

upcoming November events, including a community lecture on November 16 in the 

Dogwood Forum showcasing modern views on Native Americans in California. The 

program will include a speaker from the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk and an Ethnic 

Studies professor from Woodland Community College. The Foundation’s preview night 

at Sierra Repertory Theatre is November 30, a performance of “Another Night Before 

Christmas.” The event includes a wine reception and a silent auction.The Board is asked 

to assist with ticket sales and auction donations.  

E. Mini Grants Committee – Jeff Phillips, Chair – Mr. Phillips reported that the fall Mini 

Grants application deadline is October 24. The committee will meet on Nov. 8 or 14. Ms. 

Verhage made the motion to rename the mini grants program to the Brady Wise Mini 

Grants and Ms. Such seconded. The motion passed unanimously. The mini grant 

committee will be discussing future spending policies for the newly endowed program. 

F. Scholarship Committee – Colette Such, Chair – Ms. Such will provide one-on-one  

scholarship training for interested board members, and asked them to contact her with 

questions. Osher Scholarship applications are due October 20. 

G. Ad Hoc Promise Committee – Margie Bulkin, Chair – Ms. Bulkin suggested sharing links 

in emails is an effective and easy way to educate the community. The next Promise 

meeting is Thursday, September 28 at 3:30pm at the County Schools Office.  

 

Adjournment (Colette Such) Ms. Such adjourned the meeting at 1:41pm and advised the 

next meeting will be November 21, 2017. Location – County Schools Office.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kimberly Francis, Recording Secretary 


