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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
September 16, 2014 • 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

 
Location:  Peppery Gar & Brill, Sonora, California 

 
 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth; Margie Bulkin; Bill Dunlavy; Lee Ann Fox;    
Louise Goicoechea, Ed.D.; Kenan McDonald; Judy Myers; Colette Such; Stephanie Suess 
 
Staff Present:  Kasey Fulkerson; Robert Gritz (for Gary Whitfield); Amy Nilson 
 
Advisory Council Present:  Matthew Christman; Elissa Creighton; Dr. Angela Fairchilds;     
Wendy Griffiths-Bender; Dr. Lynn Martin 
 
Absent (Excused):  Mike Chimente  
 

1. Call to Order (12:04 pm by CCF President, Stephanie Suess) 
A. Welcome & Introductions – Board President, Stephanie Suess welcomed the group and 

took a moment to remember long-time Board of Director and past YCCD Trustee, Pat 
Dean. The board greatly appreciates all of Ms. Dean’s hard work and dedication over the 
years and will miss her very much. 

 
B. Guest Speaker:  Gerard Tamparong from Payden & Rygel – Mr. Tamparong provided the 

board an in-depth report on the Foundation’s investments and Payden & Rygel’s 
investment strategy. A copy of the handout provided is on file in the Foundation’s office 
for recordkeeping purposes. 

 
C. Approval of July 15, 2014 Meeting Minutes – Ms. Suess presented the July 15, 2014 

board meeting minutes for review. Margie Bulkin moved to accept the minutes as 
presented. Judy Myers seconded the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in 
favor of approval. 
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2. Old Business (Stephanie Suess) 
A. Board Retreat with Mike Gaudette:  October 10, 2014 – Ms. Suess reminded the 

Board that Consultant Mike Gaudette will be facilitating a Board Development 
Retreat on October 10th. All Board of Directors are encouraged to attend. 

 
B. Lecture Series Update – Looking Forward:  Rim Fire Recovery lecture will be held on 

October 16, 2014 at the Sonora High School Auditorium. Doors open at 6:30 pm and 
the program begins at 7:00. Panel leaders are Yosemite-Stanislaus Solutions 
Collaborative Co-Chairs, Mike Albrecht and John Buckley, as well as panel speakers, 
Nathan Graveline, California Department of Fish and Wildlife; Mary Moore, USFS 
Hydrologist, (Burned Area Emergency Response) Team Specialist; Matt McNicol, 
USDA, NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) Rangeland Specialist; Tim 
Tate, Sierra Pacific Industries District Manager and Moderator, Dr. Tom Hofstra, 
Columbia College Natural Resources Professor. The program is free and open to the 
public. All board members are encouraged to attend.  

 
Margie Bulkin encouraged the board and staff to utilize radio advertising; it seemed 
to work well for the Water Forum. Amy Nilson assured her that marketing efforts 
will include radio, print ads, website (mymotherlode.com) and posters. 

3. New Business (Stephanie Suess) 
A. Dusty Rhodes Memorial:  October 11, 2014 – Ms. Suess informed the board that Dr. 

Harvey “Dusty” Rhodes’ Memorial will be held on 10/11/14 in the Oak Pavilion at 
Columbia College. Services will begin at 1:00 pm and cookies will be provided by 
Rosetta Bannwarth.  

 
A. Community Report Publication – Ms. Nilson informed the board that the Community 

Report is underway. The plan is to have it completed in time to hand it out at the fire 
forum.  
 

B. Investment Account Consolidation – Ms. Suess reported that the Finance Committee 
recently met to discuss the consolidation of the two investment accounts (Fidelity 
and Schwab). The committee also discussed the checking account balance and the 
need to transfer funds to the Schwab account. This item has been discussed at past 
meetings and the transfer was recommended by Mr. Whitfield and previous 
Treasurer, Keturah Wilk. After careful discussion, the committee agreed to reduce 
the balance in the Foundation’s checking account to $75,000 (it currently holds over 
$166,000). Mike Heuton moved to consolidate the two investment accounts and 
reduce the balance of the checking account. Kenan McDonald seconded the motion 
and the vote carried unanimously in favor of approval. Ms. Suess also informed the 
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board that the finance committee discussed other items during its meeting, 
including the Roberta Hughes Scholarship fund and the need for a review of 
restricted fund policies.  
 

C. Scholarship Review:  Contract with Mick Grimes –Ms. Nilson informed the board that 
during the transition of the Columbia College Scholarship Program from the Financial 
Aid office to the Foundation in 2013, staff identified the need to review scholarship 
policies and procedures to be sure the Foundation was in compliance with updated 
IRS rules and regulations for nonprofit foundations, especially in regard to 
scholarship selection procedures. Because this is a specialized area of expertise and 
the process will impact community groups and donors, staff saw the need to acquire 
the expertise of a local, recognized expert to guide them through the process. Mr. 
Grimes, the former Executive Director of the Sonora Area Foundation, will assist 
with a review and update of scholarship policies, donor agreements and selection 
practices and procedures. Mr. Grimes brings years of experience as a local 
community foundation executive, and has special expertise in scholarship 
management. He is an active member of the Council on Foundations and 
spearheaded a similar policy review for the Sonora Area Foundation’s extensive 
scholarship program. Ms. Nilson, Kasey Fulkerson and former Director of 
Development Beccie Michael and Interim Director of Development Colette Such 
have spent numerous hours over the past year meeting with Mr. Grimes and 
discussing the areas of the program in need of review. Mr. Grimes will work with 
staff to review current scholarship processes and procedures, assist in drafting 
updated policies and provide guidance in communicating with community groups 
and donors. This project will be funded through the Title III grant as part of the 
Development Activity. 
 

4. Financial Reports (Gary Whitfield, VP of College & Administrative Services) 
A. Review & Acceptance of 2013-2014 4th Quarter Financial Report – In Mr. Whitfield’s 

absence, Fiscal Services Supervisor, Robert Gritz reviewed the 2013-2014 4th Quarter 
Financial Report. Margie Bulkin moved to accept the report as presented. Louise 
Goicoechea seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously in favor of 
approval. 

 
5. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – Chair, Louise Goicoechea reported that the finance committee 
recently met and discussed the investment transfer and the need for a review of 
restricted funds and spending criteria, particularly with those accounts where there 
has been little to no activity. 

B. Nominating Committee – No business to report. 
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C. Executive Committee – No business to report. 
D. Development Committee – Chair, Rosetta Bannwarth reported that the 

development committee recently met to discuss details about the RIM Fire Lecture. 
Everything is going well and is on track for October 16th.  

E. Mini Grants Committee – Chair, Mike Heuton inquired whether or not the 
foundation received additional funding for mini grants. Ms. Nilson informed the 
board that the foundation did not. Mr. Heuton reported that without an additional 
donation, there is approximately $31,000 left to fund projects. Mr. Heuton 
recommends splitting the balance in thirds in an effort to possibly fund three more 
cycles of mini grants. Ms. Goicoechea and Ms. Bulkin both agreed that this is a good 
plan and that they support the effort. 
 

F. Scholarship Committee – Chair, Colette Such reported that she, Ms. Nilson and 
Kasey Fulkerson met with Rod Harris recently to discuss the Robert Hughes 
Scholarship. Donor intent was reviewed and the criteria was changed per Mr. Harris’ 
request to allow more flexibility with the awards. Additionally, spring AND fall 
auditions will now be held. The change in criteria was approved by unanimous vote 
by the scholarship committee. 

6. College/District Updates 
A. Development Office Report (Amy Nilson) – Ms. Nilson reported on the following 

items: 
• A special thank you to everyone who attended Ms. Dean’s funeral.  
• A special thank you to Colette Such for all of her hard work on scholarships! 

A new application cycle is now open. There are 70 applicants to date and the 
foundation expects many more. The foundation is currently working on 
publicity and student workshops. 

• There are currently two memorial scholarships that are gathering interest 
and support; Juliann Riggs Memorial Scholarship and the Rhodes Math and 
Science Scholarship. 

• Four of the nine students offered Future Vision Scholarships are registered 
and attending class this fall. 

• “Donate Now” feature is now available on the foundation’s website.  
• Rim Fire postcard was handed out. 
• The three year Multi-Media grant has been closed out and work will begin on 

closing the Title III grant as well. 
• The foundation will work with the President to review campus priorities in 

preparation of writing funding requests to the Black Hat Foundation and 
Sonora Area Foundation. 
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• Rosetta Bannwarth, Colette Such and Amy Nilson will be attending the 
Annual CASE Conference in Sacramento this month. 

 
B. Advisory Council Member Reports 
1. College Report – Delta College, the County Office of Education and Columbia College 

will host a roundtable discussion regarding the educational needs in Calaveras 
County. 

 
2. District Report –  Dr. Martin reported that student enrollment is down, not only at 

Columbia College, but at community colleges across the state. 
 
3. Classified Senate – Elissa Creighton reported that the classified hiring prioritization 

process is complete. She also thanked Colette Such for her help on scholarships. 
 

4. Faculty Senate – Wendy Griffiths-Bender thanked the board for participating in 
inservice day. She also offered to provide an Oral History Report to the board. 
 

5. Student Senate –  Associated Student Body President, Matt Christman reported that 
the students will be holding a “Constitution Day” on campus where they will offer 
snacks and prizes to participants. ASCC is finalizing their master calendar and 
budgets and continuing their efforts with the food bank through ATCAA. 

 
7. Adjournment 

There being no further business, CCF President, Stephanie Suess adjourned the meeting 
at  1:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________     
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kasey Fulkerson, Recording Secretary 


