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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

July 19, 2016 • Noon – 1:30 pm 

 

Location:  Columbia College – Sonora, California 

 

 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth; Bill Dunlavy; Lee Ann Fox; Kenan McDonald; 

Judy Myers; Jeff Phillips; Colette Such; Stephanie Suess. 

 

Staff Present: Robert Gritz; Amy Nilson; Kimberly Francis    

 

Advisory Council Present: Dr. Angela Fairchilds; Errin Bass 

 

Absent (Excused): Margie Bulkin; Doreen Bass; Louise Goicoechea; Del Hodges; Dr. Lynn 

Martin; Dr. Joe Manlove 

 

Absent (Unexcused): 

 

Guests:  Tom Hofstra, Columbia College Forestry & Natural Resources Instructor 

 

1. Call to Order (11:50am by CCF President, Stephanie Suess) 

A. Review & Acceptance of May 17, 2016 Meeting Minutes – Ms. Suess called for review of 
the minutes. Ms. Such noted one correction: Joe Manlove should be listed as Academic 
Senate representative. Judy Myers made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected 
with a second from Jeff Phillips. The motion was carried unanimously in favor of 
approval. 

 
B. Introductions 

 
2. Old Business (Stephanie Suess) 
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A. Student Worker Fingerprint Fund – A status report on the fund was distributed 
at the meeting (attached) with a recommendation from the Finance Committee 
to suspend the program due to insufficient participation from donors, and to 
spend down any remaining funds (estimated at $350.40) by paying $49.00 
refunds to the first seven students who paid full fees in January.  Ms. Suess 
noted that ASCC Representative Errin Bass requested that the Foundation hold 
off on suspending the program until he can discuss with the ASCC, but to 
proceed with student refunds as recommended. Kenan McDonald moved to 
proceed with student refunds. Rosetta Bannwarth seconded the motion and it 
was passed unanimously. 

 

3.  New Business (Stephanie Suess) 
(Ms. Suess took Item G as the first order of new business – a report and funding 
request from Dr. Hoftstra. ) 
 
G. Sawmill (Tom Hofstra)- Ms. Suess welcomed Forestry and Natural Resources 
instructor Dr. Tom Hofstra to discuss a funding request for a small-scale portable 
sawmill for the Forestry and Natural Resources program. Mr. Hofstra requested 
$2,500 to match college funding (see attached mini grant application). Ms Nilson 
reported that the Foundation had received three pledges totaling $1,500 to date, 
leaving $1,000 in funding still to be considered by the board. 
 
Dr. Hofstra then made a presentation on the sawmill, noting that the F&NR program 
prides itself on providing students with a variety of “hands-on” learning experiences. 
He said the sawmill would build on that, and also would allow students to help the 
campus deal with a glut of dead trees and logs from the pine beetle infestation. 
Discussion followed. 

 
Ms. Suess suggested that the board could pay $1,000 from the Program Support 
Fund (mini grant fund), and combine that with the $1,500 in pledges to fully fund 
the sawmill request. The Program Support Fund had an estimated $49,000 available. 
It was noted that this would be an exception to the established mini grant 
application schedule, but was under consideration due to the urgency of the dead 
trees on campus and the opportunity to have the sawmill purchased in time for the 
fall semester. Ms. Suess moved to make a one-time exception to provide $1,000 
from the program support fund (mini grants), combine that with $1,500 in pledges 
for the project, and provide a total of $2,500 to fund the sawmill request. Mr. 
Dunlavy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously in favor of approval. 

 
A. Job Descriptions, Officers and Board Members- Ms. Suess thanked Ms. Such for 

updating the Finance and Executive committee descriptions, as well as the 
Foundation Board job descriptions. Mr. Phillips made the motion to accept the 
Foundation job descriptions. Ms. Fox seconded the motion and the vote was carried 
unanimously in favor of approval.  
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B. Election of Officers- Ballots were distributed for a slate of officers recommended by 
the executive committee. Ms. Suess noted that results would be tabulated and 
reported at the end of the meeting. The proposed slate: President: Colette Such. 
Vice President: Judy Myers. Treasurer: Lee Ann Fox. Secretary Rosetta Bannwarth. 
(See results reported later in these minutes.) 

C. Election of new board members- Ms. Suess and Ms. Such reported on the Board 
Recruitment event, held on campus Thursday, June 2, and voting forms were 
distributed. Four potential board members were recommended at this time, with 
one possible recommendation pending in the next few weeks, for terms to begin in 
September. Discussion followed about the need to clarify nomination timelines. The 
nominating committee will review and report back to the board.  

D. 2016-17 meeting schedule- Schedule was passed out to board members.  
E. 2016-17 committee assignments- Committee sign-up sheet was passed out to board 

members.   
F. 50th Anniversary- Foundation is researching past historical and Anniversary events 

for the 50th Celebration in 2018.  
 

4. Financial reports 

 

A. 2016-17 Unrestricted Fund- Preliminary Budget- Ms. Nilson reported that overall 
fundraising is up nearly 25% over last fiscal year, but revenue for the 
unrestricted fund lagged behind budget, and it will end the year an estimated 
$6,500 in the red. For the year ahead, contributions from new board members 
might assist with the unrestricted fund, as would a staff fundraising campaign. 
The Development Committee will discuss fundraising strategies. Ms. Nilson 
noted that 2015-16 marked the first full fiscal year since grant support ended. 
Ms. Fox made a motion to accept the 2016-17 budget. Ms. Such seconded the 
motion and the vote was carried unanimously in favor of the approval.  
 

B. Meyhan Fund- Recommendation to dissolve dormant fund- Ms. Nilson stated 

that the Meyhan Fund was a fire science scholarship fund that had been inactive 

for a number of years and no longer had adequate funds to support scholarship 

awards.  Mr. McDonald moved to dissolve the dormant Meyhan Fund and 

transfer any remaining balance to the unrestricted fund. Ms. Myers seconded 

the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in favor of the approval.  

C. 4th quarter financials- Mr. Gritz reported that 4th quarter financials will be 

completed as soon as the Business Office receives two final investment reports.  

 

5. College/District Updates 

 



Approved 9/20/16 
 

A. Advisory Council Members Reports- College President: Dr. Fairchilds reported that 

the search for a Vice President of College and Administrative Services will close in 

August, and in the meantime, Gary Whitfield will be holding the position. Ms. Suess 

and Dr. Fairchilds are on the search committee for a new YCCD Chancellor. A 

Marketing Committee has started, chaired by Dr. Fairchild’s Executive Secretary, Cari 

Craven. Different marketing methods will be tested and tracked, including a two- 

month trial with Pandora, a joint video with MJC to air at Regal Cinema in Sonora 

and Galaxy Theatre in Riverbank, an ad on YouTube, two banners promoting spring 

enrollment to be hung in downtown Sonora and downtown Angels Camp, and signs 

on the back of transit busses. All use a new slogan, “Your Community, Your College.” 

The committee also is looking for billboard space for further advertising. New print 

materials include a Flip Book with a combination of CTE and transfer degree 

information. The Food Trailer will be ready for the fall semester during the culinary 

department remodel. The trailer afterward may be used to cater in the community. 

The trailer also is wrapped with a marketing message, and reads, “Follow Me to 

Columbia College.”  

ASCC Representative: Errin Bass: Mr. Bass reported that the week before the fall 

2016 semester starts, the Columbia College Associated Students have scheduled a 

retreat to prepare for the new school year.  

Absent: Gary Whitfield, Dr. Lynn Martin, Dr. Joe Manlove, Doreen Bass.  

B. Development Office Report – Postponed to end of meeting.  

 

6. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – No additional report.  

B. Nominating Committee – No additional report. 

C. Executive Committee – No additional report.  

D. Development Committee – The next meeting will be held in early August.  Ms. 

Suess reported interest in a fall lecture on Tree Mortality. Discussion followed on 

speakers and content. The development committee will also consider plans for a 

fall Alumni Hunt. Ms. Nilson reported on the Foundation’s booth at the Mother 

Lode Fair July 8-10.  The Foundation was placed in a new location, which 

accounted for slower traffic each day. The board will need to decide if the 

Foundation should participate in 2017. 

E. Mini Grants Committee –Payments are being issued to Spring mini grant 

recipients.   

F. Scholarship Committee – Ms. Nilson and Ms. Such will meet with Academic 

Works (scholarship software) next week to prepare for launching scholarship 

applications for fall 2016/spring 2017. An updated “Jump Start” scholarship 
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postcard was passed out to board members, who offered positive feedback 

about the presentation and information.  

G. Ad Hoc Promise Committee – The committee continues to collect information 

and discuss details and costs for a pilot “Promise Scholarship” program. The 

committee is working on an “FAQ” fact sheet to share with the board.  Ms. Fox 

moved to create a Promise Scholarship Fund that can begin accepting donations. 

Mr. McDonald seconded the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in 

favor of the approval. 

 

Remaining Business 

Development Office Report –Ms. Nilson reported that the Fitness Trail Fund has reached 

its funding goal with more than $17,000 now available for the project. Sonora Regional 

Medical Center contributed $5,000 as a lead sponsor, and recent contributions were 

also received from Pat Rhodes and Del Hodges. A trail work day is scheduled for October 

15 with volunteers from Columbia College staff and community groups. New wind 

screens are up on the tennis courts, purchased through the Foundation’s Tennis Court 

Improvement Fund. The Foundation will be participating in Columbia College’s Welcome 

Week Aug. 29 through Sept. 2, as well as X-Reg on Aug. 13. Ms. Suess thanked board 

members for their year-end contributions. 

 

Election Results – Ms. Suess reported vote results. 2016-19 Board Members 

appointments: John Freer, Janice Nilson, Jim Roeber, Charles Segerstrom. Board 

Officers: President- Colette Such, Vice President- Judy Myers, Treasurer- Lee Ann Fox, 

Secretary- Rosetta Bannwarth.  

 

Adjournment (Stephanie Suess) Ms. Suess adjourned the meeting at 1:33pm and 

advised the next meeting will be September 20, 2016 at the County Superintendent of 

Schools Office.   

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kimberly Francis, Recording Secretary 


