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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
May 13, 2014 • 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

 
Location:  Peppery Gar & Brill, Sonora, California 

 
 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth, Margie Bulkin, Pat Dean, Lee Ann Fox,            
Mike Heuton, Mel Kirk, Kenan McDonald, Randy Selesia, Colette Such, Stephanie Suess,  
Keturah Wilk 
 
Staff Present:  Kasey Fulkerson, Amy Nilson, Gary Whitfield 
 
Advisory Council Present:  Dr. Angela Fairchilds, College President; Wendy Griffiths-Bender,        
Faculty Senate Representative 
 
Absent (Excused):  Mike Chimente, Bill Dunlavy, Louise Goicoechea, Ed.D., Richard Matranga; 
Judy Myers, Joe Silva 
 
Fire Program Guests:  Jessica Maschal; Joe Paz; Shane Warner  
 

1. Call to Order (12:04 pm by CCF President, Mel Kirk) 
A. Welcome & Introductions – Board President, Mel Kirk welcomed everyone and thanked 

them for attending and asked that everyone introduce themselves. 
 

B. Guest Speakers:  Jessica Maschal; Joe Paz; Shane Warner (Fire Technology Program) – 
Mr. Warner introduced himself and students, Jessica Maschal and Joe Paz. Each 
provided biographical information about themselves as well as an overview of their 
experience at the Columbia College Fire Academy and what it has meant to them. Mr. 
Warner described the program’s development and future plans and thanked foundation 
directors for their support. 
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C. Approval of March 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes – Mr. Kirk presented the March 25, 2014 
board meeting minutes for review. Pat Dean moved to accept the minutes as presented. 
Mike Heuton seconded the motion and the vote was carried unanimously in favor of 
approval. 

 
2. Old Business (Mel Kirk) 

A. Bylaw Amendment – Bylaw Revision Committee Chair, Randy Selesia reported that 
he, Stephanie Suess, Colette Such, Pat Dean and Amy Nilson gathered at Ms. Deans’ 
home to discuss whether or not the CCF Bylaws should be revised to eliminate board 
term limits. The group reviewed recent email exchanges of board members on the 
issue and heard from Ms. Nilson who spoke with the foundation’s non-profit 
attorney regarding bylaw revision procedures. After a lengthy discussion amongst 
the group, it was the consensus of the group that term limits stay in place with no 
revisions.  
 
However, Mr. Selesia then stated that he has since received several phone calls from 
various board members and that although they did not attend the bylaw committee 
meeting, they wanted it to be known that they prefer term limits be eliminated. Ms. 
Dean stated that MJC is currently reviewing their bylaws to include term limits and 
may adopt a similar model to the CCF’s for managing board terms. Mr. Selesia asked 
that the board table the topic until the July meeting where it will be presented to 
the full board for discussion. In an effort for the full board to hear all of the concerns 
of those involved in the original discussion, Kenan McDonald asked that the bylaw 
committee put together both sides of the debate prior to the July meeting. Mr. 
Selesia stated that he will work with Amy Nilson to put together a list of pros and 
cons to maintaining term limits. Ms. Dean stated that based on the frequency of 
board meetings, it could take a new board member two years to familiarize 
themselves with the board workings. Mr. Kirk shared that he does not want to lose 
the experience of long-term board members because of term limits. Rosetta 
Bannwarth feels it is critical to bring in new board members so that the board does 
not become stagnant. Colette Such reminded the board that the CCF has five new 
board members because of term limits, and indicated that the board probably would 
not have these new board members if it were not for the policy. Margie Bulkin said 
she is new and does not have the historical perspective other board members have; 
however, in reviewing the Mission of the foundation, it does not appear to her that a 
bylaw revision of this nature would jeopardize the foundation’s overall mission. 
Therefore, if it will not jeopardize the mission, she feels the board should move 
forward. Long term board member, Keturah Wilk shared her thoughts. When Ms. 
Wilk first joined the CCF Board of Directors, she felt that the board was inactive and 
ineffective. Since the Title III grant was awarded, things have changed dramatically. 



Columbia College Foundation • Board Meeting Minutes 05/12/14 
Page 3 of 5 

There is a structure in place where much has been accomplished over the last five 
years. Ms. Wilk feels that a structure is put in place for a reason and it is vital to the 
success of the organization. She said board members who are terming-out are 
encouraged to stay involved and come back in one year (two have already done so). 
It is her opinion that the bylaws should remain as-is. Mr. McDonald inquired 
whether there can be a happy medium, where directors who are terming out can 
mentor and advise the newer board members before completely phasing out. 
Stephanie Suess brought up the minimum giving requirement and the fact that there 
are board members who still have not given. Term limits also allow board members 
who cannot give, to step away gracefully and with autonomy. Ms. Suess is very 
concerned that the board finished the bylaw revision not all that long ago and it was 
a very big project that (in her mind) was successful and well thought out. 

After the above lengthy discussion, Rosetta Bannwarth moved to keep the bylaws as 
they are established (with term limits in place). Keturah Wilk seconded the motion. 
The vote carried with six ayes; four nays; one abstention. The CCF bylaws will remain 
as is. Lee Ann Fox informed the board that she hesitated to accept the position as a 
board member because of how she was told things were handled with previous 
board members when their term expired. Ms. Fox shared that she would hope that 
the board will work on that process and assured Ms. Dean that she respects her 
opinion/feelings. 
 
Pat Dean offered to host a board gathering at her home in early June before terms 
expired. A date will be set shortly. 

 
CHANGE IN ORDER OF AGENDA 
 

3. New Business (Mel Kirk) 
A. Board Resignation – This item was deferred to rotate agenda items due to time 

constraints. 
 

B. Renewal of Board Terms (Rosetta Bannwarth, Louise Goicoechea, Stephanie Suess) –  
All three board members stepped outside to allow for board discussion and private 
ballot vote. Pat Dean inquired about each member’s contributions. Amy Nilson 
indicated that all three are very active and contribute. Ms. Suess coordinated the 
entire water forum and serves on the mini-grant committee, Rosetta Bannwarth is 
on the mini grants, scholarship and nominating committees and chairs the 
development committee and Louise Goicoechea resides on the mini grant and 
scholarship committees. 
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C. 2014-2015 Board Officers – Keturah Wilk informed the group that she and Mel Kirk 
have been in discussions for over three months regarding who should sit as the 
executive committee after their departure. The momentum needs to continue! A 
private ballot was handed out and the following names were proposed: 
 
President:  Stephanie Suess 
Vice-President:  Colette Such 
Treasurer:  Louise Goicoechea 
Secretary:  Rosetta Bannwarth 
 
Ballots were collected and will be tallied. Kasey Fulkerson will notify the board via 
email as soon as they are totaled. 
 

D. New Board of Director Committee Assignments – This item was deferred to rotate 
agenda items due to time constraints.  
 

4. Financial Reports (Gary Whitfield, VP of Administrative Services) 
A. Review & Acceptance of 2013-2014 3rd Quarter Financial Report – Mr. Whitfield 

reviewed the 3rd quarter financial report with the board. Rosetta Bannwarth moved 
to accept the report as presented. Stephanie Suess seconded the motion and the 
vote carried unanimously in favor of approval. Mr. Whitfield also noted that a new 
auditing firm will conduct the annual audit for the foundation. 

 
5. Committee Reports – This item was deferred to rotate agenda items due to time 

constraints. 
 

6. College/District Updates 
A. Development Office Report (Amy Nilson) – This item was deferred to rotate agenda 

items due to time constraints. 
 

B. Advisory Council Member Reports 
1. College Report – Dr. Fairchilds welcomed all of the new board of directors and 

congratulated the new officers. College Council is beginning to work on the 
framework for the college’s five year strategic plan. Dr. Fairchilds stressed the 
importance of including the foundation board in this process. The goal is to connect 
the plan with the foundation in order for the foundation to help fund some of the 
college priorities. Dr. Fairchilds feels that it is equally important to get the 
community’s involvement as well. For example, Larry Cope can inform the college of 
what the local business and employment needs are. The college will also be working 
with Calaveras County and the President of Delta College for further outreach. 
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2. District Report –  This item was deferred due to time constraints. 
 
3. Classified Senate – This item was deferred due to time constraints. 

 
4. Faculty Senate – This item was deferred due to time constraints.  

 
5. Student Senate –  This item was deferred due to time constraints. 
 

7. Adjournment 
There being no further business, CCF President, Mel Kirk adjourned the meeting at  2:04 
p.m. 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________________     
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kasey Fulkerson, Recording Secretary 


