
EOPS EXAMINER 
Partnering on your Journey to Success

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

ongratulations to everyone on 
successfully completing the 
Spring semester!!  On behalf of 

EOPS, we applaud you for your 
continued effort, hard work and 
dedication to reach your goals!!"

The end of every semester prompts self 
reflection; what has changed, and how 
have we changed, in the past 9 months.  
Things have certainly changed for our 
team! EOPS started the year in 
Manzanita Building and over the 
Winter Holidays we packed up our 
offices and trekked across campus to 
our new temporary home in the Toyon 
Building.  The Manzanita Building is 
currently undergoing a $15 million 

renovation and we expect to be moving 
back by Summer 2015."

In the Spring semester, the EOPS team 
implemented new services including the 
Math textbook and calculator loan 
program, EOPS backpacks for every 
student, and a $25 stipend for attending 
Student Success Workshops. We hope 
you benefited from these services!  "

During the Spring semester, over 150 
students participated in EOPS.  Our 
goal for Fall 2014 is 200 students!  If 
EOPS has helped you succeed, please 
help us by inviting others to join our 
program!

!
- Coordinator’s Corner !
-Student Success Stories !
-Congratulations to our  
Graduates! 

-College Terminology (that 
you need to know!!) 

-New degrees at Columbia 

-Food Bank info 

-Important Dates 
!

!
EOPS Mission Statement


EOPS is a community college 
counseling program that provides 
“over and beyond” academic, 
personal, and financial support to 
qualified community college 
students whose educational and 
socioeconomic backgrounds might 
prevent them from successfully 
attending college.  Services provided 
are specifically designed for at-risk 
students and their specific needs 
with the ultimate goal being 
completion of a certificate program, 
an associate degree and/or transfer 
to a four-year university.


Coordinator’s Corner - Matt Fox

C

In this issue…
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!
Did you know that Columbia 
College has new degrees 
called “Associate Degrees for 
Transfer?”


!
Called “ADT’s”, these degrees 
come with a guarantee! This 
guarantee means that students 
who earn an AA-T or AS-T 
degree and meet the CSU 
minimum eligibility 
requirements are guaranteed 
admission to a CSU! !

!
Columbia College offers 
Associate Degrees for transfer 
in the following areas: !

Anthropology ,Business 
Administration, Child 
Development, Communication 
Studies, English, Kinesiology, 
Political Science, Psychology, 
and Sociology.!
!
Schedule an appointment with 
an EOPS Counselor to find out 
more about these great 
options!!!!
!

New Degrees!!"
College Terminology"
(That you need to know!!)

!!
The Food Bank is located 
in the Student Center 
(Ponderosa Building) and 
hours are Monday to 
Thursday, 9am-12pm, 
and Fridays by 
appointment only. !
Open to students and 
the public. 

One of the challenges with coming to college is learning the new language!   To be 
most successful, it’s important to learn all the new terminology - and acronyms!! 
How many of the below terms and acronyms do you know??

EOPS - Stands for Extended 
Opportunity Programs and Services."!
BOG - Board of Governors.  This is 
a fee waiver program, based on your 
family income.  If you receive the 
Board of Governors Fee Waiver, you 
are not responsible for paying the 
$46 per unit fee.  "

First Generation College Student: 
This means that neither of your parents 
have earned a Bachelor’s Degree. It 
does not mean you are the first in your 
family to go to college.  Remember, if 
neither of your parents have a 
bachelor’s degree, your brothers and 
sisters would also be considered first 
generation college students.

Associate Degree: This is the 
highest degree you can receive at a 
community college! Did you know you 
can receive multiple associate degrees?  
There are four different types of 
associate degrees!  You can earn an 
Associate Degree in Occupational 
Education (ASOE), an Associate of 
Science (AS), an Associate of Arts (AA) 
and/or an Associate Degree in Transfer 
(ADT).

FAFSA: The Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid.  It is very 
important that you complete your 
FAFSA every year.   Watch out for 
websites that charge money for this 
service!  Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov (the 
official site) and fill out the 
application for free!! 

President’s List: Students who 
complete a minimum of 12 degree 
applicable units in a semester with a 
GPA of 3.5 and no grade below a C 
are awarded “President’s List” for 
that particular semester.  This honor 
is listed on your transcript! (This 
honor is also known as the “Dean’s 
List” at other schools)

TAG: Transfer Admission Guarantee! 
Several UC campuses offer 
guaranteed admission to California 
community college students who 
meet specific requirements. UC 
Davis, Irvine, Merced, Riverside, 
Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz 
participate in this awesome program!!

Did you know that Columbia College 
has a Food Bank??

Columbia College EOPS - Office: Toyon Building   209-588-5130

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov


The Extended Opportunity 
Programs and Services (EOPS) 
have offered me support and 
encouragement throughout my 
college experience. In addition, 
EOPS counselors have helped 
guide me through uncertainties 
or misunderstandings regarding 
my Educational Plan. Not only 
does this remarkable program 
ensure that I reach my goals, 
but I would not be a successful 
student without the help of their 
financial relief. As long as I 

uphold my end of the bargain, I have access to textbook 
assistance, parking permit, and priority registration. All of 
these benefits, including the Student Success Workshops, 
have kept me focused and determined in attaining my 
goals of transferring to a university. I honestly cannot wait 
to see my counselor or attend a workshop each month. 
EOPS believes in their students. Without this program I 
would be lost. They are helping me pave the way toward a 
rewarding future for me and my family.

 

I am still working toward my educational goal of pursuing a 
career as a History teacher. I am also interested in joining 
extracurricular activities involving the history of Tuolumne 
County. I hope to see all students reach out for the much 
needed resources available in order to become successful 
members of society and in achieving your educational 
goals.

 

Candice Johnson

Student Success Stories
Words	  of	  wisdom	  from	  Taylor	  “TC”	  Crawford	  

My	  life	  goals	  have	  always	  sounded	  a	  li9le	  out	  
there	  and	  they	  s;ll	  kind	  of	  do.	  I	  have	  had	  
many	  people	  doubt	  me,	  and	  there	  have	  been	  
many	  days	  that	  I	  have	  doubted	  myself,	  but	  I	  
have	  this	  strong	  feeling	  inside	  me	  that	  
persuades	  me	  to	  believe	  that	  if	  I	  stay	  true	  
and	  disciplined	  to	  my	  determina;on,	  only	  
posi;ve	  opportuni;es	  will	  emerge.	  As	  of	  
right	  now,	  I	  have	  no	  idea	  what	  my	  future	  will	  
look	  like,	  but	  all	  that	  I	  know	  for	  sure	  is	  that	  I	  
have	  to	  con;nue	  to	  move	  forward.	  To	  me,	  
higher	  educa;on	  was	  only	  a	  mark	  of	  
credibility	  on	  a	  piece	  of	  paper.	  I	  had	  no	  
desire	  to	  con;nue	  school,	  but	  I	  also	  
understood	  that	  I	  “needed	  to	  go	  to	  college”.	  
By	  the	  ;me	  high	  school	  ended	  I	  felt	  the	  need	  
to	  leave	  home	  ASAP,	  so	  I	  decided	  to	  move	  
out	  and	  go	  to	  school.	  This	  decision	  was	  solely	  
my	  own	  and	  I	  had	  no	  financial	  assistance.	  
Believe	  it	  or	  not	  I	  packed	  my	  car,	  moved	  to	  
Sonora,	  and	  took	  my	  assessment	  test;	  I	  

placed	  in	  to	  Eng.	  151	  (I	  also	  took	  Eng.	  650)	  
and	  Math	  101.	  I	  started	  off	  taking	  only	  six	  
units,	  and	  working	  two	  jobs	  while	  looking	  for	  
a	  place	  to	  live	  and	  a	  warm	  meal—it	  took	  six	  
months,	  but	  I	  finally	  got	  accepted	  into	  my	  
first	  apartment.	  I	  have	  been	  at	  Columbia	  
College	  for	  three	  years	  now	  and	  finally	  this	  is	  
my	  last	  year,	  yet	  I	  have	  unexpectedly,	  
thoroughly	  enjoyed	  my	  educa;onal	  progress.	  
Next	  fall	  I	  will	  be	  a9ending	  Humboldt	  State	  
University	  in	  pursuit	  of	  a	  studio	  art	  degree:	  
emphasis	  in	  sculpture!	  This	  is	  truly	  an	  
unan;cipated	  dream	  come	  true.	  Although	  
my	  life	  seems	  to	  be	  shining	  pre9y	  bright	  right	  
now,	  it	  hasn’t	  always.	  Unfortunately	  for	  me,	  I	  
did	  not	  discover	  many	  of	  the	  assistance	  
programs	  that	  this	  great	  college	  has	  to	  offer	  
for	  at	  least	  half	  way	  through	  my	  stay.	  There	  
is:	  Trio,	  EOP&S,	  DSPS,	  FASFA,	  and	  BOG	  
waivers.	  EOP&S	  is	  a	  great	  program!	  They	  
have	  great	  counselors	  that	  do	  everything	  in	  
their	  power	  to	  make	  the	  students’	  lives	  
easier.	  I	  would	  recommend	  this	  program	  to	  

anyone,	  independent	  or	  not.	  They	  have	  
provided	  me	  with	  guidance	  (my	  Ed.	  Plan),	  
support	  (book	  vouchers,	  gas	  cards,	  school	  
supplies,	  &	  grants),	  and	  encouragement	  
(providing	  help	  and	  celebra;ng	  successes).	  I	  
could	  not	  of	  found	  a	  be9er	  support,	  thank	  
you	  EOP&S,	  and	  thank	  you	  Columbia	  College!	  
I	  hope	  you	  all	  will	  remember	  to	  always	  stay	  
strong.	  	  
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  I first enrolled in EOPS in 2011 at 
the same time that I enrolled in 
TRiO. I have to admit that my main 
motivation was early registration, 
but, as I participated in the programs, 
I came to realize that there was much 
more to it than that. Without the 
counseling I received, and the 
education plan that was developed 
for me, I would not be ready to 

graduate today. 
            I completed three semesters of Algebra without a 
text book. I did all my study and homework in the library. 
The book vouchers I received from EOPS allowed me to 
buy the books I needed and provided more options for study 
time. This was a meaningful benefit. I also received a 
significant amount of grant aid over the semesters I was 
enrolled. The extra money helped to cover my expenses for 
school. 
            I did not attend High School. Since I came to 
Columbia I have completed my general education 
requirements and passed all the classes I need to transfer. I 
will graduate on May 2nd 2014, and plan to attend Cal. State 
University, Monterrey Bay this fall. My major will be 
Human Communication. I know none of this would have 
been possible without the support of the special programs 
offered here at Columbia College. 
            There is another conspicuous benefit that stems from 
my participation. I have developed lasting friendships with 
the counselors, administrators and student workers I have 
come into contact with. These relationships are valuable to 
me and I know that they will endure long after I graduate. 
This is perhaps the greatest gift of all. Dominic Cummins 



Congratulations to EOPS Graduates!!
Congratulations to the Columbia College graduating class of 2014!!  “It is time for us to stand and cheer 
for the doer, the one who recognizes the challenge and does something about it!” - Vince Lombardi.  
EOPS would like to specifically highlight the below list of students who participated in EOPS. It was a 
pleasure to partner with you on your “Journey to Success!” We are very proud of you!!!

Bills, Tonya"
Carter, Nathan"
Crawford, Taylor"
Cummins, Dominic"
Garcia, Adriana"
Kelly, Teri"
Lovell, Heather"
Luepke, Elizabeth"
McDermand, Mary"
Mitchell, Raina"
Montoya, Jolene"
Morrison, Victoria"
Olley, Stephanie"

Perez, Vanessa"
Reyes, Natally"
Roberts, Kelly"
Robinson, Shanee"
Rutter, Shawnie"
Steele, Kevin"
Stevens, Valerie"
Tena, Alexis"
Villegas, Steven"
Welch, Regina"
Westmoreland, Fred"
Wilson, Rebecca"
Wilson, Shylo"

Important!!  Read below for possible 
changes to your PRIORITY 
ENROLLMENT!!

Important Dates !!!!!!!
May 5th - Summer Session 
begins"!
May 19th - Registration for 
Fall begins"!
May 26th - Memorial Day 
Holiday"!
July 3rd - Independence 
Day Holiday"!
August 25th - First Day of 
Class for Fall 2014"

The State of California has implemented the Student Success and Support 
Program (SSSP).  This process enhances student access to California 
Community Colleges and promotes and sustains the efforts of credit 
students to be successful in their educational endeavors!  To support this 
goal, they require that students meet certain requirements in order to 
keep their Priority Enrollment.  This will affect all students - including 
students in EOPS!"!
In order to keep your EOPS Priority Enrollment you must do the 
following:"!
1. You must be a fully matriculated student (meaning you have completed 

Orientation, Math & English assessment, and have an Educational 
Plan on file in the Counseling/EOPS office."

2.  You must be in good academic standing. Students on Academic/ "
     Progress Probation #2 or Dismissal will not be eligible for Priority "
     Enrollment."
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