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I’m excited to share with you a new resource!  Columbia College and 
EOPS have partnered with Vault.com to provide you with career 
exploration and job search tools!!   

This service usually costs $120 per person—but this partnership allows 
free access for all our students! I’ve listed below some of the main 
resources of the website.  Please talk with your EOPS counselor to 
discuss how this service can help you reach your goals! 

For undecided/unsure students: Explore careers and industries based 
on your education level, personality, areas of interest and favorite 
school subjects…not to mention potential earnings. Research diverse 
roles in multiple industries, and find out what the market looks like for 
the jobs you want.  
 
For job and internship seekers:  Create a profile on the job board, 
upload your resume and cover letter, and search for jobs and 
internships in multiple fields provided by our employer partners.  Over 
500 jobs and internships are listed within 25 miles of Sonora!!  Also, 
find sample resumes, cover letters and interview questions!! 
 
For everyone:  Access the Vault “Guides” – Over 100 titles exist to help 
you find the right job, prepare for interviews, research employers and 
learn the keys to success in multiple fields.   Topics include: Careers in 
Law, Career in Education, Careers in Health Care and hundreds more!   
 
How do I get started?  You will receive a username and password in 
your school email.  Talk with your EOPS counselor if you need the info 
resent.   

EOPS MISSION  
EOPS is a community college counseling program that provides “over 
and beyond”  academic, personal, and financial support to qualified 
community college students whose educational and socioeconomic 
backgrounds might prevent them from successfully attending college. 
Services provided are specifically designed for at-risk students and 
their specific needs with the ultimate goal being completion of a 
certificate program, an associate degree and/or transfer to a four-year 
university. 

COORDINATOR’S CORNER—MATT FOX 
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Did you know that Columbia College has new degrees called “Associate 
Degrees for Transfer?” 
 
Called “ADT’s”, these degrees come with a guarantee! This guarantee 
means that students who earn an AA-T or AS-T degree and meet the 
CSU minimum eligibility requirements are guaranteed admission to a 
CSU!  
 
Columbia College offers Associate Degrees for transfer in the following 
areas: Anthropology, Business Administration, Child Development, 
Communication Studies, English, History, Kinesiology, Political Science, 
Psychology, and Sociology. 
 
Schedule an appointment with an EOPS Counselor to find out more 
about these great options! 

How many of the below terms and acronyms do you know?? 
 
First Generation College Student: This means that neither of your parents 
have earned a Bachelor’s Degree. It does not mean you are the first in your 
family to go to college. Remember, if neither of your parents have a bachelor’s 
degree, your brothers and sisters would also be considered first generation 
college students. 
 
TAG: Transfer Admission Guarantee! Several UC campuses offer 
guaranteed admission to California community college students who meet 
specific requirements. UC Davis, Irvine, Merced, Riverside, Santa Barbara and 
Santa Cruz participate in this awesome program!! 
 
FAFSA: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It is very important that 
you complete your FAFSA every year. Watch out for websites that charge 
money for this service! Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov (the official site) and fill out the 
application for free!! 

COLLEGE TERMINOLOGY 

NEW DEGREES 

COLUMBIA  
COLLEGE  

FOOD BANK 
 

Did you know that  

Columbia College 

has a Food Bank? 

The Food Bank is 

located in the 

Student Center 

(Ponderosa 

Building) and hours 

are Monday to 

Thursday, 9am-

12pm, and Fridays 
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With priority registration, finals, and the holiday season revving up, we 
wanted to remind you that stress can arise, especially when needing to 
meet deadlines.  Columbia College’s Health Center has professionally 
trained staff to work with these particular situations such as personal 
concerns or powerful emotions that may arise during times of stress.  
The services are free to enrolled Columbia College students and 
counseling is private and confidential.  

To make an appointment please call: 209.588.5204 

Location: Juniper 2 

Fall/Spring Hours of Operation:   
Mon-Wed 9:00-4:00 
Thurs 9:00-6:00 
Friday 9:00-4:00 

SUPPORT FOR STRESS 
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As a single mother of four children working a series of dead end 

jobs, I knew that I needed to make better life choices that would 

enable me to better support my children. With the help of a 

support group and after a unique set of unfortunate 

circumstances, I decided to attend Columbia College in the Fall 

of 2011. When I started it was a pure act of desperation, but 

after a while, a college degree became an attainable goal. I 

enrolled in EOPS in the Fall of 2013 because I lost the support of a retraining 

program that bought my books. EOPS and CARE have helped me beyond 

financial support. Each time I meet with an academic counselor they help me to 

reflect on my journey and take the next step toward my goal. Just as importantly, 

they encourage me to look at my accomplishments and motivate me to continue 

making positive choices. I hope to graduate in the Spring with an Associate of 

Arts degree for transfer in Communications. My goal is to work in women’s 

support issues with an emphasis on advocacy and service work. If it were not for 

the support of special programs, I would not be confident enough to pursue this 

path that will allow me to give back to my community. The entire process of 

receiving an education helps me to be a person that I am proud to look at in the 

mirror.  

Most people live in the same house for their entire life, or at least 
in the same town. Not me, by the time I was 16 I lived in 18 
different homes all over California. Since I moved so much I also 
went to many schools. My education was always put on the back 
burner because I had other things to take care of. By the end of 
my freshmen year I had a GPA of about 0.68. By the time high 
school graduation came along I had been in four different high 
schools, but by the end of my senior year something changed in 
me. I had been enrolled in Sonora high school for two consecutive years, which is 
longer than any school since grade school. Before I went to Sonora I felt lost in our 
educational system. My Junior and Senior year of high school I held a 3.86 GPA. 
When high school was over I did not expect to go to college, neither of my parents 
did, so I didn’t think I needed too. Deep down I knew college was the right choice, 
I mean I watched my grandmother go to college while raising me, why couldn’t I 
do it?  Looking back now, I am so glad I did. I enrolled in First Semester 
Experience where I learned hands on what college was going to take. I found a 
thirst for knowledge that first semester. By the end of it I was enrolled in EOPS and 
was offered a job through the AAC. Me a tutor? Never in a million years. Now I am 
on my fourth semester here taking full advantages of programs.  By focusing on my 
academics and using study skills, I’m excited to currently have a 3.86 GPA; a huge 
improvement from my high school years!!  I’m now considering my transfer 
options.  I’m thinking about a career in law or a career in counseling; both sound 
great!!  

PRIORITY 
ENROLLMENT 

Important!! Read 
below for possible 
changes to your 
PRIORITY 
ENROLLMENT!! 

The college has 
implemented new 
rules for priority 
enrollment.  In order 
to keep your EOPS 
Priority Enrollment 
you must do the 
following: 

1. If you enrolled at 
Columbia College 
after January 1st, 
2014, you are 
required to attend 
the college 
orientation 
(different from 
EOPS 
orientation) 

2. You are required 
to have taken 
both the Math 
AND English 
assessment 

3. You are required 
to have an Ed 
Plan on file 
(which you 
completed during 
your EOPS Ed 
Plan 
appointment. 
 

Additionally, you 
must be in good 
standing. Students on 
Academic/Progress 
Probation #2 or 
Dismissal will not be 
eligible for Priority 
Enrollment.   
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STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES 

Emily  

Aubrey 
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NOV. 11—VETERAN’S 

DAY—OFFICES 

CLOSED 

NOV. 14—EOPS 

APPLICATION 

DEADLINE FOR NEW 

STUDENTS 

NOV. 17—PRIORITY 

REGISTRATION 

(CHECK  YOUR 

CONNECT COLUMBIA 

FOR A SPECIFIC 

ENROLLMENT TIME) 

NOV. 27-28—

THANKSGIVING—

OFFICES CLOSED 

DEC. 8-12—FINALS 

WEEK 

DEC. 13—FALL 

SEMESTER ENDS 

JAN. 12—SPRING 

CLASSES BEGIN 

JAN. 19—MLK 

HOLIDAY—OFFICES 

CLOSED 

JAN. 25—LAST DAY 

TO DROP WITHOUT A 

“W” 

JAN. 26—CENSUS DAY 

FEB. 13—LINCOLN 

HOLIDAY—OFFICES 

CLOSED 

FEB. 16—

WASHINGTON 

HOLIDAY - OFFICES 

CLOSED 

STAFF BIOS 
 
Matt Fox—EOPS/CARE Director & Counselor 
I’m originally from England but was raised in 
Northern California.  I moved to Southern California 
for college and after transferring, received my 
bachelors and masters degree from UCLA.  I spent 10 
years working at UCLA and 9 years working part-
time at Santa Monica College.  I moved to Sonora in 
July of 2013 and love it! 
 

Brian Jensen—Special Programs Counselor 
I have been  at Columbia College since 2005 . Prior 
to that I worked  at College of Marin, Napa Valley 
College & Dominican University of California. I 
originally grew up San Francisco and Larkspur, CA.  
I went to Arizona Automotive Institute in Glendale, 
AZ after high school and then went on to receive an 
AA,  a BA , 3 MAs, a Ph.D., and two psychotherapist 
licenses: MFT & LPCC. 
 

Jill Olson—CalWORKs & Counselor 
I completed a Bachelor of Science in Education, 
with a minor in Sociology at the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison.  I moved to Twain Harte in 
1989. A majority of my work life in Sonora, was 
with Mother Lode Job Training as a Career 
Counselor.  I began working at Columbia College 
in 2009, as a Special Programs Counselor/
Guidance 1 instructor and recently added the 
positions of CalWORKs Program Specialist and 

        Chief Examiner for the GED. 
 
Tracey Potts—EOPS & TRiO Counselor 
I’m originally from Oklahoma City, OK and 
relocated to California in the early nineties.  I 
completed my Bachelors in Sociology in 2000 
from CSU, Stanislaus as well as a Masters in 
Education: School Counseling in 2011.  In 
addition to Counseling, I spent 10 years working 
as a social worker in Modesto, I coached 
Women’s basketball at Merced College and 
Clarke University in Dubuque, IA.  
 

 
Michelle Walker—Program Technician 
I grew up in Tuolumne County, but I spent several 
years  in St. Louis, Missouri where I worked and 
went to school at Saint Louis University. I started 
working for Columbia College in May of 2013. I 
have a Bachelor’s of Science in Human Services 
Management and am currently working toward a 
Master’s in Human Behavior. 

STAFF BIOS IMPORTANT DATES 


