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COLUMBIA COLLEGE  
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING 

November 20, 2009 
 

 
Council Committee Members:   
Present: Erik Andal, Raelene Juarez, Anne Cavagnaro, Randy Barton, Kenny Sooter 
 
Senate Members 
Present: Dennis Albers, John Carter, Melissa Colon,  Joe Doherty, Tim Elizondo, Craig 

Johnston, Alicia Kolstad,  John Leamy, Lynn Martin, Morgan McBride, Susan 
Medeiros, Micha Miller, Ida Ponder, Judy Reiman, Karin Rodts, Kathy Schultz, 
Jim Toner, Lahna VonEpps 

 
Others Present: David Baggett 
The meeting was called to order at 1:35 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  for October 23, 2009 

ACTION: The minutes for October 23, 2009 were approved as submitted 

 M/S/P (McBride/Kolstad/ Unanimous)  

 
GUESTS/SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
1. Michael Perez had to attend another meeting and sent an apology for not being able to 

attend 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
1. FHP Follow-up 

The FHP Committee met and the decision was made to prioritize positions as follows: 
REPLACE New Hire 
Psychology Fire Tech 
Counseling HHP 
Biology 
Discussion ensued about faculty hires. The CMPSC position will be discussed at a later 
date. The FHP Committee will reconvene to discuss the CMPSC position that may be 
mandated under a grant to replace. A permanent tenure track position was put forth as 
part of the Grant for Distance Education. Questions were: What happens when the 
grant runs out and could we end the grant? Some felt the Senate’s role as a hiring 
advocacy has eroded because of this issue. Senate needs to be informed when there is a 
full-time tenured track hire available, regardless of mandates or funding. This position 
did not go through the correct process.  
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2. Accreditation 

Raelene and Dennis are co-chairing the self-study. Next year is our self-study year and 
we are gearing up for it now. Six committees have been formed. The College Council will 
serve as the steering committee. The College Council has approved the six-committee 
structure. The accreditation website is under the Student Learning Division webpage. 
 

3. Office Hour 
Is there any guarantee for online teachers to be on campus? We are a small college and 
students should be able to “see” their instructor. It’s a Department decision to hire a 
fully online instructor and what that instructor does as far as office hours. As for 
professional obligations, can we put something in place before the hire happens?  Do 
instructors have a full responsibility for committee work and office hours if not on 
campus? How do we make this happen? It was also brought up that instructors who are 
here on campus do not participate on committee work or hold consistent office hours.  
Micha and Jim Toner will work on this and bring it back in the spring. 

 
4. Skills Attainment Certificate 

Tabled until the Spring meeting 
 
ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Academic Integrity 

The section in the catalog about academic integrity was read and discussed. “Is it 
enough” was the question. We are in a “Copy and Paste” generation. This situation is 
not jut specific to online classes, but face to face classes also. How do we get the 
message out to students? Video, online, etc. If a course is violated, what are the 
consequences; such as a person impersonating someone for a class? We should have a 
faculty wide institutional standard. A possible resolution should come forward with a 
universal, standard policy. An ad hoc committee was formed to write this resolution. 
The committee is comprised of Dennis Albers, Lahna Von Epps, Judith Reiman and Karin 
Rodts. 
 

2. Resolution F09-B-Support of the Council of Chief Librarians’ Resolution Requesting 
action by the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges to Support 
Continued Funding for Online Library Information Resources and Services Needed By 
Students and Faculty-First Reading 

The Senate reviewed and approved Resolution F09B, Support of the Council of 
Chief Librarians –First Reading 

M/S/P (McBride/Von Epps/Unanimous) 
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OTHER INFORMATION ITEMS 
1. Policies and Procedures 

Tim Elizondo reported that according to Title V language, when two sides are in 
disagreement then status quo stays. Standard of scholarship stands for repetition, add, 
drops, etc.  
Discussion ensued about instructors imbibing in alcohol when off the clock but at a 
district function. 

2. AWE 
It was reinforced that everyone is an Academic Wellness Education member.  

3. SLO 
Faculty making progress. Laureen Campana is on the mentor group with Kathy Schultz, 
Micha Miller and Kathy Sullivan. 
 

REPORTS: 
 

 Curriculum-Randy Barton  
Randy reported that deadlines have arrived for the submission of courses for the 2010-
2011 Catalog. Catalog courses need to be cleaned up. Please discontinue any courses 
that have not been taught in four years or you do not plan to teach, this will help with 
the clean-up. Thanks to Susan and Jeri for their help in training faculty on CurricUNET. 
The Curriculum Committee will meet on Tuesdays next Fall. Please think about joining 
the Curriculum Committee, curriculum is the heartbeat of the teaching community. 
Randy also reported that the State may re-define their definition of what a degree is; 
this may jeopardize our ASOE degree. Possibly limit the work you do for ASOE because 
of this heads up. 

 President Elect-Raelene Juarez 
There will be a new look for the Senate newsletter in the Spring.  Committees will need 
to send their reports to Jeri to include in the newsletter instead of reporting out at the 
Senate meetings.  

 Board Representative-David Baggett 
Sam Pierstorff is the new Board Representative. David will be meeting with him and 
helping understand that this is a two college district. 

 President- Erik Andal 
Assessment tests were reviewed and approved at Admin. Council. Some projects came 
in under budget for Measure E funds so unsure how that money will be reallocated. The 
money has to go to a project on the original project list by Bond law. Weighted criteria is 
a possibility and may offer the fairest most complete process to determine the new fund 
allocations. Discussion about the college being cut in half and no pathway from one side 
to the other. With funds coming back a bridge may be built or new pathways made. It 
was mentioned that maybe Facilities committee be put on list of reports. Erik reported 
that he has talked with the MJC Senate President about having faculty at Central 
Services. 50% law was discussed at Plenary. The resolution was deferred to Executive 
Committee at state level. 

 
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 –Ponder/Leamy 

 


