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COLUMBIA COLLEGE  
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING 

October 23, 2009 
 

 
Council Committee Members:   
Present: Erik Andal, Raelene Juarez, Anne Cavagnaro, Randy Barton, Brian Greene, Kenny 

Sooter 
 
Senate Members 
Present: Vonna Breeze-Martin, Kath Christensen, Melissa Colon, Jeff Fitzwater, Rod 

Harris, Tom Hofstra, Craig Johnston, Maryl Landess, John Leamy, Lynn Martin, 
Micha Miller, Ida Ponder, Judy Reiman, Karen Rodts, Kathy Schultz, Don Smith, 
Meryl Soto, Laurie Sylwester, Jim Toner, Lahna VonEpps, and Jeri Perez 
(recorder) 

 
Others Present: Mike Perez, David Baggett, Sam Pierstorff, and Charles Mullins (via 

phone conference) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:36 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  for September 18, 2009 

ACTION: The minutes for September 18, 2009 were approved as submitted 

 M/S/P (Leamy/Martin/1 abstention)  

 
GUESTS/SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
1. Michael Perez, VP 

A. Update: Jon Sterling is working on the bathroom odor problem. The District is 
getting back to Mike about room sizes. 

B. Parking Fees: The Senate wanted to know if the District is looking at doubling the 
parking fees. Mike reported that it is something they are looking at. The fees go 
towards security, ticket machines, vending machines, campus roads, etc. All permit 
fees go to the District Security Office. The District Security Office would like to 
purchase 2 new vehicles. Mike wants more information as to why they need them 
and what benchmarks they use. There is a possibility the money could go towards 
replacing vandalized vending machines. They are talking about the possibility of 
hiring a private firm to take care of selling the permits. The Senate expressed 
concern about the increase in fees and how they are being used. At MJC, students 
and staff have the option of parking on the streets and not paying for the permits; at 
Columbia, we do not have those options. Also, the faculty/staff parking lot is in need 
of repair. They would like to see an option of different fees at the colleges to reflect 
the lack of options we have at this college for parking.  
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2. Kenny Sooter-Erik introduced Kenny Sooter as the new Adjunct Representative to the 
Senate. 

3. Representative to the Board Candidates-Each candidate was given 5 minutes to 
address the Senate and answer questions.  
a. Charles Mullins-(Charles called in and spoke to the Senate via speaker phone)-An 

MJC faculty member since 2000. 
b. Sam Pierstorff –An MJC faculty member for 10 years 
c. Anne Cavagnaro-A Columbia College faculty member since 2004 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 None 
  

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Representative to the Board Vote 

Candidates left the room. Each Senate member was given a ballot to vote. The ballots 
will be counted after the meeting and sent to the MJC Academic Senate Office. 
 

2. A.D.A. Waiver- Resolution F09A –second reading 

The Senate reviewed and approved Resolution F09A, A.D.A. Waiver –second 
reading 

M/S/P (Martin/Sooter/Unanimous) 

 
3. Curriculum Committee Member Needed-Erik Andal 

 See attached 
The Senate asked for Erik to bring this back next month after the Curriculum Committee 
has scheduled their meeting dates for next year. 
 

4. Faculty Hiring Prioritization Proposals 
The proposals were sent out electronically to all faculty prior to the meeting. They were 
available for the meeting electronically if needed. The following areas were put on the 
board for feedback.  
NEW    REPLACEMENT 
HHP    Spanish 
FIRE/SAR   Psychology 
    Biology 
    Counselor 
The following are points of interest that came about during the discussion: 

 The Senate wanted to know why a proposal for SPCOM was not submitted. It is a 
required area. If a faculty member was not going to bring it forward, why did the 
Dean not do so? 

 The Senate was reminded that the administration failed to have FHP discussion time 
during the division meetings this fall where concerns could have been brought 
forward, and this is why there are so many areas that have not been addressed. 
Orphan areas are again going without acknowledgement and the SPCOM situation 
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could have been addressed. The Senate feels like they are upholding their end of the 
agreement and want administration to do the same.  

 The Senate expressed concern about the Psychology department being filled by a 
non full-time person. What are the criteria for how long a position can be filled this 
way before the person can be rolled into full-time? They felt it is outrageous not to 
have a full-time person in this department. Two positions have been lost.  

 If the Counseling position is not repaced, it would have a huge impact on students.  

 If the BIOL position is not replaced, course offerings will have to be contracted. 

 Columbia seems to have taken a disproportionate hit on retirements and no 
replacements. 

 Some Senate members wanted to know what the numbers are on the loss between 
faculty, classified and administration. 

 The Senate is worried about substitutes getting hired on as temporary, full-time and 
then getting rolled over to full-time because they are in the position for over a year.   
 
Erik asked the Senate to get back to him, Anne, Raelene or Gene if there are any 
concerns they would like taken to the FHP meeting on November 5th. Anne asked for 
people not to wait until the last minute in case she needed to do some research. 
Erik reminded the Senate that this feedback was not a prioritization from the 
Senate. A resolution passed last year ending the prioritizing by the Senate. Instead, 
the Senate’s FHPC representatives will use today’s input in how they vote at the 
FHPC proceedings.  

 
OTHER INFORMATION ITEMS 
1. Area A Resolutions 

The Area A meeting is Friday, October 30th here at Columbia. Please get back to Erik if 
you have any concerns about the resolutions he emailed out last week.  

2. Anti-Bullying 
Kathy Schultz reminded the Senate that Tim Elizondo is the Policy and Procedure 
Representative and to please contact him or her if they have any concerns or feedback 
on the email that came out concerning Anti-Bullying.  
 

REPORTS: 
 

 Representative to the Board- David Baggett 
Dave reminded the Senate how important it is to stay involved in things that are going 
on in Modesto, especially when decisions are being made that may have a district-wide 
effect. 
 

 
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 -Cavagnaro/Martin 

 


