
 

 
COLUMBIA COLLEGE SPEICAL ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES 

October 11, 2013 
Council Committee Members:   

Present: John Leamy, Kathy Schultz  

Senate Members: 

Present:  Rick Riviera, Tina Trolier, Maryl Landess, Erin Naegle, Elizabeth Pfleging, Micha Miller, Adrienne Seegers 

Guests: 
Present:  Tamara Oxford 

Called to Order:  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: President-John Leamy 
   The meeting was called to order at 1:04 pm 
        

II. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS:       
                                             
A. AAC Instructor Coordinator 

Adrienne spoke on behalf of this proposal and others shared information. The following points 

were made: 

 Position was lost during the Reduction in Force 

 The AAC supports all students and disciplines across campus 

 A classified employee is currently doing the work that should be done by a Faculty 

Coordinator and this is inappropriate as it is out of her classification 

 The AAC impacts other programs that are grant funded (i.e. TRIO) 

 

B. Biology Instructor (Replacement) 

Micha spoke on behalf of this proposal. He shared the following points:  

 The enrollment in the Biology Dept. can support 5 F/T Faculty positions 

 Biology Dept. has more full time adjuncts than any other department 

 The Biology Adjunct instructors teach more students per year than any other full time 

faculty 

 

C. Counselor (General) 

 The Student Success Initiative has increased the requirements of the Counseling Dept. 

o It requires all students have an Educational Plan, and priority registration 

eligibility is tied to this requirement 

o It also mandates intervention for under prepared students and students who have 

reached an academic status. 

 No funding is attached to this initiative 

 Far reaching need 

 

D. English, Generalist Instructor 

Rick Riviera spoke on behalf of this proposal. He shared the following points 

 There are 9 unstaffed English classes in the Spring schedule 

 They interviewed 6 possible adjuncts, only 2 were able to commit 

 The adjunct  pool is unstable 



 A student success recommendation was made for students to start Basic Skills classes 

during first semester. This amendment needs to be made on the proposal 

 The Generalist is the qualification to teach any English class 

 Many faculty shared that many adjunct are gaining F/T positions right now since other 

institutions are hiring 
 

E. Health & Human Performance Instructor 

Maryl Landess spoke on behalf of the HHP Proposal. 

 They are at ½ the staffing level as they once were 

 

F. Mathematics Instructor 

Maryl Landess spoke on behalf of the Math proposals, and shared the following points: 

 The Math Dept. will be required to offer more classes to meet the requirements of the 

ADT 

 The Math Dept. has the demand and the waitlists 

 The Math Dept.  has young energetic and capable adjunct who will likely secure F/T 

positions elsewhere soon 

 

G. Mathematics Instructor (Replacement for John Leamy) 

Maryl Landess spoke on behalf of the Math proposals and shared the following points: 

 The need has existed for years and will be compounded with the loss of John Leamy’s 

position 

 The Math Dept. will be required to offer more classes to meet the requirements of the 

ADT 

 The Math Dept. has the demand and the waitlists 

 The Math Dept.  has young energetic and capable adjunct who will likely secure F/T 

positions elsewhere soon 

 

H. Mental Health Counselor / Coordinator 

Tamara Oxford spoke on behalf of this proposal and shared the following points 

 The work conducted with the grants previously received identified a need for Behavioral 

Intervention 

 They are developing a C-CAT Team, which is a system engineered to provide 

intervention and tracking of concerns about students mental health. 

 The Mental Health Coordinator will chair this team.  

 The results from the mental health survey that was conducted last year provided 

overwhelming data supporting a need  and desire for mental health services on campus 

 Tamara shared the extent of the mental health issues she has seen in her position on this 

campus 

 They are seeking a faculty position as it is congruent with like positions such as the 

Health Services Coordinator 

 

I. Physics/Astronomy/Physical Science Instructor 

Erin Naegle & Micha Miller spoke on behalf of this proposal. They made the following points: 

 Physical Science is a requirement for the Elementary Teacher Prep Program 

 Minimum Qualification for the above subjects are the same 

 The lack of Physics leaves a big hole in the curriculum 

 Every science major needs to take Physics 

 We have a commitment to the local tax payers to offer a whole science program and to 

fill the spaces intended for this instruction 

 



J. Psychology Instructor 

Tina Trolier spoke on behalf of this proposal. She made the following points: 

 This proposal was originally made to replace Bill Wilson 

 The Psychology Dept. can only currently offer 10 of the 16 courses 

 The waitlist have tripled in size 

 The psychology ADT has historically been a very popular program.  

 

 

Adjourned 2:03pm 

 


