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COLUMBIA COLLEGE 
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING  

January 10, 2013 
 
 

Council Committee Members: 
Present: John Leamy, Ted Hamilton, Raelene Juarez, Lindsey Laney, Gene Womble 
Senate Members: 
Present:   Randy Barton, Wendy Griffiths-Bender, Kath Christensen, Melissa Colon, Tim Elizondo, Jeff Fitzwater, Tom Hofstra, 
Tom Johnson, Maryl Landess, Susan Medeiros, Micha Miller, Elizabeth Pfleging, Ida Ponder, Judy Reiman, Nate Rien, Rick 
Rivera, Karin Rodts, Joe Ryan,  Kathy Schultz, Meryl Soto, Laurie Sylwester, Jeff Tolhurst, Jim Toner, Lahna VonEpps, Shane 
Warner, Sylvia Watterson, Brenda Whited, Randi Nedom.  
Other Attendees:   
None 
 

Called to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 3:01 pm.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 30, 2012 and December 7, 2012 
ACTION:  The minutes for November 30, 2012 were APPROVED as submitted.  

 
 M/S/P (Schultz/Soto/Unanimous)    

ACTION: The minutes for December 7, 2012 were APPROVED with changes. 

 M/S/P (Landess /Ryan /Unanimous)  

 

GUESTS/SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 None 
 

ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
1. Resolution F12-A, Support for Programs – Ted H. 

*see handout 
This Resolution was previously tabled by the Senate until Tim Elizondo could be present to answer questions that the 
Senate had. A lengthy discussion ensued with the following points of note: 

 There were questions as to whether this course was cancelled due to enrollment management or program review. 
 Tim explained to the Senate that there used to be an MOU between YFA and the District in regards to minimum 

enrollment for this program. Administration has informed him that this MOU is no longer valid; however, Tim 
states there are no time limits on the document.  

 Tim informed the Senate that he was put on force leave by administration when he questioned their denial of him 
doing voluntary overload for the course.   

 The Senate expressed concern in supporting an individual program in a Resolution and would prefer for the 
Resolution to be in support of all extra-curricular programs or small programs that are dependent upon faculty. 

 Some Senate members felt this Resolution should go forward as presented, and then have another “companion” 
Resolution later that would incorporate the other small programs and/or extra-curricular programs.  

 There appears to be a need for a transparent process with faculty input, especially when it comes to cases of 
enrolment management.  

 Need to make a stand on this situation.  
 It appears this could be revolving around a personnel issue, and not sure the Senate should get involved with such 

an issue.  
 It appears that no one will be hurt by the passing of this Resolution, so there does not seem to be a reason not to 

support it.  

ACTION: Move to APPROVE the first reading of Resolution F12-A, Support for Programs 

 M/S/P (Sylwester/Ryan/22aye, 3nay)  
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2. Essentials of a Syllabus – Raelene J. 
*see handout 
This document was endorsed by the Senate last fall, but it did not contain the changes requested by the Senate Council. 
Raelene is re-presenting it today with those changes for endorsement. The Senate questioned the “Mandatory” verbiage. 
Raelene explained that the listed “Parts” are mandatory according to Education Code, and the bullets are suggestions. The 
Senate asked if this could be made a little clearer with additional verbiage or a key. This is an evolving document and is 
open to have changes made as needed. Its purpose is to be a helpful guide only and not a requirement for all faculty when 
creating a syllabi.  Blackboard enhancements should be listed in the syllabus as well.  

ACTION: Move to ENDORSE the “What should I include in my syllabus?” document as presented. 

 M/S/P (Hamilton/Ryan/unanimous)  

 

INFORMATION  ITEMS: 
1. Appeal of Curriculum Committee Decision- John L.  

The appeal brought forward last semester in regards to newly approved AT courses was not sustained by the Senate Council. 
The Senate Council will be working with the Curriculum Committee to address issues with the current appeal process this 
spring.  
 

2. Resolution F12-B, Three Officers Serving a Second Term- John L.  
This Resolution was approved last semester. John Leamy, Ted Hamilton and Raelene Juarez will be serving second terms in 
their current positions on the Senate Council.  

 
3. FSA’s Update- John L.  

This was a Board agenda item for last night’s meeting. John is not sure if it was approved since he did not attend the Board 
meeting in order to be at the Adjunct In-service to stand-in for Dr. Gervin who was out ill and Dr. Buckalew who had to 
attend the Board meeting in Dr. Gervin’s absence. He will check on this and post on the Senate bulleting board. He reminded 
the faculty that this is not the end of the FSA process.  
 

4. Spring In-service- John L. and Raelene J.  
John encouraged all faculty to attend tomorrow’s FLEX day activities on C-ID and AA-T/AS-T. Most of the degrees are in 
the Arts and Sciences right now, but will be coming to CTE very soon. This is not going away, so be sure to be informed.   
 

5. Faculty Scholarship- John L.  
*see handout 
Kathy Schultz and Karin Rodts provided a handout on changes and options for the Faculty Scholarship. This information 
was mailed out earlier this week for review. Much discussion ensued with the following points of note: 

 Kathy and Karin are looking for direction on which way to go. There is not a lot of time left to have this in place 
before scholarship time.  

 Does the faculty want to: 
 Go with the current flow and adjust the current process  
 Do the tracking ourselves and have the Foundation provide a single payment (this option would require a 

Resolution or MOU with the Foundation). 
 Kathy spoke to Gary Whitfield about having the College distribute the funds, if the faculty does the tracking. The 

short answer was NO since they are trying to consolidate the handling of funds and this would be too much in and 
out handling.  

ACTION: Move to TABLE this item for further review and bring back for a direction from the Senate at the 
next Senate meeting. 

 M/S/P (Hamilton/Pfleging/unanimous)  
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REPORTS: 
 
 Curriculum-vacant 

 John reported that Randy Barton has resigned as the Curriculum Chair effective the end of December 2012; therefore, 
leaving the Curriculum Chair position vacant this spring. In the process of trying to fill the vacancy in a timely manner as 
not to severely affect curriculum, it became apparent that the Academic Senate Bylaws and Curriculum Committee Bylaws 
are in conflict on the appointment of this position. Since the Senate Bylaws would supersede the Curriculum Bylaws, it 
appears we will need to hold a special election for the position. If we follow the current Academic Senate Election 
Procedures, the new Curriculum Chair would not be established until after most of the scheduled February meetings were 
over. Therefore it would be prudent to suspend the Academic Senate Elections Procedures for this special election in order 
to speed up the process and have Curriculum Chair position filled as quickly as possible.  

ACTION: Move to SUSPEND the rules of the timeline of elections in the Academic Senate Election Procedures 
for this interim term so as not to affect the curriculum meetings, scheduling and contracts.         
M/S/P (Hamilton/Ponder/unanimous)  

 

ACTION: Motion to change the timeline of elections for the Interim Curriculum Chair special election to the 
following: Nomination to start today and are due to the Senate Office by 1/17/13. Ballots will be sent 
out on 1/18/13 and are due in to the Senate Office by 1/23/13.  

  M/S/P (Hamilton/Ponder/unanimous) * note: Dr. Joe Ryan, the Curriculum Chair Designee, will fill 
in as the Curriculum Chair for the 1/22/13 special Executive Curriculum Committee meeting.  

 
 Adjunct Representative- Lindsay L.  

 Last night was the Adjunct In-service. There were approximately 70 attendees including some full-time faculty. The event 
was great and would like to see this be a part of the Staff Development Plan.    
 

 Faculty Representative to College Council- Adrienne S. 
 John reported out for Adrienne since she is on Maternity Leave.   
Information on what is happening at College Council was presented today on a power point presentation at the In-service.  

 President Elect‐ Ted H. 
none  

Gene arrives- 
 President‐ John L. 

1. Big picture Budget Discussion Workgroup  
Was presented at today’s In-service 

2. Board Meeting 
 Diane Wirth is retiring as of 3/31/13 

3. District Council 
There has not been a District Council meeting since the last Senate meeting. 

4.  FHP Update 
John is waiting to see if there will be a proposal put forward for the EOPS/Counselor position for Susan Medeiros 
who is retiring at the end of the semester. If a proposal is put forward, the FHP Committee will meet. 

5.  MJC A.S. Update 
James Todd is the new MJC Academic Senate President.  
 

Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 
 


