
 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
Wendy Griffiths-Bender  

Friday, January 13th, Senate Council members, 

Erin Naegle, Kathy Schultz, Lahna Von Epps, myself 

and Faculty member, Craig Johnston met with our 

colleagues from Modesto Junior College. The topics, an 

extension of our conversation that began at our joint 

retreat in August, were developing a common 

registration system where students can maneuver easily 

between both colleges’ offerings, improve enrollment 

processes, explore course alignment and common 

assessment. Lahna and Craig met earlier in the day to 

discuss common issues within the Math and English 

departments. 

  I believe we walked away from the meeting 

encouraged that we recognize how we can better serve 

our students and frustrated that the work needed to 

accomplish the tasks are not going to be easy nor quick.  

We (YCCD)  have applied for a grant “State of 

California: Awards for Innovation in Higher Education” 

that can help the process. If successful, the proposed 

use of the grant funding will be used for personnel: 

faculty salaries (i.e. adjuncts) and stipends, travel, 

meetings, trainings, consulting services and equipment.  

Meanwhile, I hope students will realize that if a class is 

full at either college- the choice is to check the other 

college’s offerings and not Merced or Delta, etc. 
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ACADEMIC SENATE NEWSLETTER 

CURRICULUM & SLO WORKSHOP 
Friday, March 24 in Buckeye 4 anytime between 10:00 – 2:00 

(maybe before you head to the Academic Senate meeting at 2:30) for snacks 

and assistance with whatever Curriculum proposals you want to initiate! 

 



CURRICULUM REPORT 
Kathy Schultz  

  
Lengthy but important – Please read! 

Spring semester is over half way through so it is time 

for our Annual Spring Curriculum Workshop! Put 

Friday, March 24 on your calendar and plan to stop by 

Buckeye 4 anytime between 10:00 – 2:00 (maybe 

before you head to the Academic Senate meeting at 

2:30) for snacks and assistance with whatever 

Curriculum proposals you want to initiate! Five year 

reviews, C-ID modifications, new courses, program 

updates – we can make sure you’re on the right path to 

completion!  If you know ahead of time you are 

coming with a project or questions, email me the 

particulars so I can be well-prepared. But don’t 

hesitate to just drop by-we can work on whatever you 

would like. 

As we work on Spring Curriculum, I’d like to update 

you on the current status of SLOs on our Course 

Outlines of Record.  All existing course SLOs have 

been migrated from eLumen into CurricUNET and 

you will now see them on your Course Outlines of 

Record.  As you begin to use the eLumen tool to 

assess and track your course SLO results, you may 

decide that there are changes you would like to make 

to those SLOs. Doing that during a regular 5-year 

review is an optimal time to make those changes. Or, 

if a 5-year review is not imminent for your course, we 

are currently testing a shortened SLO modification 

process that you will be able to use.  If you want to be 

one of our testers for the new process, let me know 

and I’ll assist you.  

We are also in the process of updating our programs 

with the PSLOs that you all have been developing 

and/or refining over this past year. This is an ongoing 

process but if you are doing any modifications to 

programs or creating any new programs, please be 

prepared to enter your PSLOs during the process. 

In addition to adding PSLOs in CurricUNET, we are 

also putting a tracking sheet in place to help us with 

our review of awards. Each discipline is required to 

review all their programs (awards) every five years, 

CTE programs every two years, which we have been 

doing as part of our Program Review discussions. 

However, we have not actively tracked a “5-year 

review date” for our awards, as we have for our 

courses, and some have fallen through the cracks of 

“no full-time faculty” in various areas. As our 

Accreditation Self-Study has come together, this is an 

area we have identified that needs some attention. We 

are building a tracking sheet specific to 

Programs(Awards) and will be identifying programs 

that need specific review through the Curriculum 

Committee in the near future. Some of you may be 

asked to take on the responsibility of shepherding a 

program that has no direct discipline full time faculty 

through this curriculum review and I hope you’ll 

recognize the importance of doing this for both our 

students and accreditation. 

Last but not least, as we finalize the Fall 2017 schedule, 

please take a look at the 5 year review report. If you 

are offering courses that need a 5 year review this 

Spring, please initiate those modifications! If you have 

5 year review modifications already launched in 

CurricUNET, please check the status as quite a few 

are sitting at the originator (faculty) level. I recognize 

we have a few inaccuracies in the 5 year review report 

so if you see an old problem that you have already told 

me about, don’t worry, it is being worked on.  

Thank you, and as always, please contact me with any 

curriculum questions – I’m happy to help!

 

http://www.gocolumbia.edu/curriculum_committee/2017_03.01_FiveYrReview_Rpt.pdf


DISTANCE EDUCATION UPDATE 
Melissa Colon  

This is exciting times for Columbia College as we 
transition from Blackboard to Canvas. The spring 
semester will be the final and last semester to teach 
using Blackboard. We have had a lot of positive 
feedback from both instructors and students about the 
simplicity of the navigation and infrastructure of 
Canvas.  
 

Canvas brings us some unique features such as: 

 Embedded NetTutor & ConferNow Options 

 Interactive Content Pages 

 Quick Glance at Student's Progress in People  

 Integrated Apps such as Google Drive 

 The Commons Repository for Templates and 
Already Created Content 

 Multimedia Communication Tools 

All of these features contribute to student success and 
retention! Canvas can be used for both F2F and online 
classes. Every course with a section number is provided 
a Canvas Course. Canvas Sandboxes are also available to 
work and develop content before going Live!! 
 

During the first two weeks in May,1-4 & 8-11 there will 

be 2 weeks of overall Accelerated Canvas training if you 

haven't been able to meet with me or attend some of the 

flex-activities. The weekly sessions and topics will be 

repeated in Week 1 and Week 2, in order for you to 

attend all week or be able to pick and choose.  

 

 
 

 

 

COLLEGE COUNCIL 
Lahna VonEpps: Senate Representative

Any comments on the idea of replacing the toll booth with an intercom? 

Information item: Graduation will start at 6pm this year, not 6:30 as it has in the past. 

 

Substantive change proposal in distance education 

*if 50% of a degree can be earned online, submit change document. 

*courses have been approved to teach online, but actually offered face to face or hybrid. 

 

Set student success standards, so that if we drop below these levels there is a little warning bell that goes off in our 

heads to help us adjust our progress.  

*course completion, at 72%. (Average over last 4 years is 72.825) 

* 240 set for degrees earned, note that we've cleaned up degrees 

* certificates earned: 87 

* ACT and Transfer set at 180 

* job placement, set at 72.2, which we’ve never met, using workforce money.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H-89jsO63ieX_WrAn64o8Sq1jQ_QUAcLtD9XvExe330/edit?usp=sharing

