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January 31, 2008

Dr. Joan Smith

President

Columbia College

11600 Columbia College Drive
Sonora, CA 95370

Dear President Smith:

The Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges, Western
Association of Schools and Colleges, at its meeting on January 9-11, 2008,
reviewed the Progress Report submitted by Columbia College and the
report of the evaluation team which visited on Monday, November 19,
2007. The Commission took action to accept the report, with a requirement
that the college complete a Focused Midterm Report.

I also wish to inform you that under U.S. Department of Education
regulations, institutions out of compliance with standards or on sanction are
expected to correct deficiencies within a two-year period or the
Commission must take action to terminate accreditation. Recommendations
2, 3,4 and 5, identified as deficiencies, were also noted by the year 2005
comprehensive evaluation team. The Commission has extended Columbia
College’s time to correct these deficiencies for good cause because the
College has begun significant work to address these deficiencies.

All colleges are required to file a Midterm Report in the third year after
each comprehensive evaluation. Midterm Reports indicate resolution of
any team recommendations made for improvement, include a summary of
progress on college-identified plans for improvement as expressed in the
Self Study Report and forecast where the college expects to be by the time
of the next comprehensive evaluation. A Focused Midterm Report is a
midterm report which must give evidence of resolution of the
recommendations selected for emphasis by the Commission.

Columbia College should submit the Focused Midterm Report by October
15, 2008. The Focused Midterm Report should address all the team's
recommendations and should demonstrate the resolution of the
recommendations and noted below:

Recommendation 2: Planning The team recommends that the college
establish an integrated comprehensive planning process in all areas of the
college by emphasizing and strengthening the link between planning,
budgeting, and Program Review. Particular focus should be in the
following areas (1.A.4; LB.2; 1.B.5; I1.A.2; I1.C; IIL.B):






