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This syllabus contains important and necessary information about the course. I recommend that 

you print a copy.  You may copy and paste this document into a new word document and 

reduce the type and eliminate the graphics in order to have a shorter syllabus. 
  

A. INTRODUCTION, CONTACTS, AND NAVIGATION LINKS 
  

1. ENROLLED STUDENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THE ONLINE CLASS ROSTER 

FIVE DAYS BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASSES (8/30/10).  IF YOU HAVE 

OBTAINED THIS SYLLABUS FROM PROFESSOR CANTY'S COLLEGE WEB PAGE, 

YOU MAY PRINT IT OUT AND THEN TRY LOGGING INTO THE CLASS 

BEGINNING 8/25/10.  IN ANY CASE, BE SURE YOU LOG IN TO THE CLASS BY 

9/1/10 TO AVOID BEING DROPPED.  IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS LOGGING IN, 

PLEASE CONTACT PROF. CANTY AND THE HELP DESK.  NEW ADDS: CONTACT 

THE INSTRUCTOR FOR ACCESS CODE OR USE E-ADD CARD REQUEST FEATURE 

ON CONNECTCOLUMBIA. 

  

2. Blackboard LOGIN PAGE: Save the URL as a Favorite or 

Bookmark in your browser. 

This has links to tutorials, Help Desk, and other resources for students  

 

https://yccd.blackboard.com/webapps/login/ 

 

You can also check your browser and Javascript versions for compatibility with 

Blackboard from the login page.  Once you log into the class, you will encounter 

a page: My Courses.  Click on the class hyperlink English 1A Fall 2010 0940.  You 

will now be in the class; Course Tools will be on your left and the class Home 

Page is on your right.  You might have to adjust the view of the course.  This class 

https://yccd.blackboard.com/webapps/login/


is where you should submit all the discussion, communication, quizzes, and 

writing for this course.  Read ―Start Here‖ first.  If the login page does not accept 

your student ID or password, please call the Help Desk (see below); I cannot 

reset your password for you. 
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3. HELP DESK NUMBER (for problems with computers and 

Blackboard): (209) 575-6412 M-F 

http://www.yosemite.edu/helpdesk/ 

  

4. AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you have a disability that 

may affect your performance in this class, please notify me and/or 

the Disabled Student Services office (588-5130) within the first two 

weeks of the semester, if possible.  Your notification will remain 

confidential. 

  

5. INSTRUCTOR: Professor Joan F. Canty, M.A., Adjunct Instructor, 

English 
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(a) HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH ME: 

You will be able to be in touch with me online and by phone.  I am not 

physically present on campus. 

Office hours: I am present online for office hours MONDAYS 6-7 p.m. and 

by individual appointment.  At this scheduled time and at other times I am 

online.  You may also email me to schedule a virtual or telephone 

http://www.yosemite.edu/helpdesk/


appointment at our mutual convenience.  I can use Skype and a Web 

Cam for this purpose.  

Class E-mail in Blackboard: I check my Blackboard (class) and campus 

email accounts twice a day, Monday through Friday, and sometimes on 

weekends.  I will respond to you within 24 hours under normal 

circumstances; I will announce any change in this policy in Blackboard 

Announcements section.   

Campus email:  cantyj@yosemite.edu 

 College Web site:  

The following is a direct link to my college home page, which is NOT 

included in Blackboard, the software program that you will be using 

to access this course. http://directory.gocolumbia.edu/cantyj 

You may also email me from my college home page. 

My college Home Page features an orientation document that is also 

found in the online class.  Be sure you read this, as it will answer many 

questions you may have about the class.  

PHONE: VOICEMAIL: 588-5100, press 4, ext. 8404.  Leave a message. 

PROGRESS REPORTS: If your college counselor requires that I complete a 

progress report for you, I can do so online.  Please let me know the name 

of your counselor so I can forward the progress report document to him or 

her via email. 

EMERGENCIES: Sometimes your computer, or mine, will crash, or a browser 

may fail, or you may lose electrical power.  On rare occasions the 

mainframe that supports the class software, Blackboard, will fail, or the 

college Home Page will have difficulties, or you will not be able to log into 

Blackboard.  Leave a voice mail for me, or an email message to my 

college email address if you can, detailing the problems you have 

encountered.  I will respond to you within 24 hours.  If this is a systemwide 

problem that I cannot solve, I will notify the folks who can.  You may also 

contact the Help Desk if the problem lies with your computer.  I will keep 

you posted through announcements in the Blackboard course. 

If you find your computer or browser often fails, it is up to you to find one 

that works, as your success in the class depends on having access to a 

reliable computer.  

  

TIP: If you are asked for a password when accessing any of the active Web links 

on this document, click on Cancel in the password window and you should then 

get to the link. 

 

mailto:cantyj@yosemite.edu
http://directory.gocolumbia.edu/cantyj
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B. BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
  

Name:                    English 1A-College Reading and Composition 

Course ID#                0940 

Course Description: The following description appears in the college catalog. 

The course objectives listed later in this document explain more fully the 

topics/skills covered in this class. 

Development of college level reading and composition skills.  Emphasis will be 

on applying techniques of critical analysis to reading, interpreting, writing, and 

conducting research.  Writing emphasis will be on the expository essay, including 

the longer documented essay.  Note:  Students will complete a minimum of 

8,000 words by the end of the semester. (UC/CSU) (MJC ENGL 101) 
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C. COURSE MATERIALS 
  

1. Textbooks:  

1. COMP: Write, by VanderMey, Meyer, Van Rys, and Sebranek.  Wadsworth  

2. Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, Brief Edition, 3rd ed., by 

Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen, 2009.  ISBN 0-205-62229-1 Please 

note that older or longer editions of this textbook will not work with this 

class, as new material has been added and old material deleted.  

3. Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy (preferably with afterword by 

Anne Patchett)  

I have copies of the books at the reserve desk in the Columbia College library. It 

is YOUR responsibility to make sure you have the correct textbooks in time for the 



class, whether you've ordered them online from a site such as amazon.com or 

from the Columbia College bookstore online ordering site.  You may also 

purchase the texts in person at the Columbia College bookstore. 

Notebook (optional): You might purchase a notebook or binder for this class to 

print out and collect papers related to class, such as: 

  

· Pages you print from the weekly Learning Modules 

· This Syllabus   

· Material that you print from the Internet 

· Copies of assignments, including orientation information, essay 

assignments, and communication guidelines  

2. Supplemental Material: 

 Computer access (this class is completely online) 

 Word processing program 

 Free software downloads, such as Adobe Reader, Flash Player, and 

Javascript versions 

 Internet browser that is compatible with Blackboard v. 9.1  

 Library resources 

 Flash drive or other storage device for your work   
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D. PROF. CANTY’S COURSE ORGANIZATION & POLICIES 
  

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION: 

Announcements appear on the right-hand area in the online classroom and 

they contain important information and/or changes.  Also, check the class 

Homepage at least two or three times a week for information on assignments.  

You can click Homepage from the Course Tools to get to this page at anytime.  

Announcements and other communications can be found under the Control 

Panel.  Weekly Learning Modules contains the weekly folders that have 



assignments, lessons, homework, Web links, etc.; Discussions  has a link to the 

weekly discussions; Course Grades will allow you to access your grades. 

  

MAKING SURE YOUR COMPUTER AND BROWSER WORK EFFECTIVELY WITH 

BLACKBOARD:  

When logging into Blackboard, you will get a window that will check your 

Internet browser and Java version for compatibility.  If you get error messages, 

you may have to update or change your browser and Java version, or use 

another computer.   

You will also have to disable the pop-up blocker on your browser to access 

Blackboard.   

NOTE: If you plan on using a computer at your place of employment, please be 

sure that the security settings are such that accessing all the Blackboard 

components is possible.  Many businesses have firewalls and other security 

measures that prevent full Blackboard access.  You may have to temporarily 

disable your home computer security settings if they prevent you from 

participating in the class.   

  

OVERVIEW OF WHAT YOU NEED TO DO WEEKLY IN THIS CLASS: Each week there 

are reading assignments in COMP: Write (abbreviated CW), Writing and Reading 

Across the Curriculum (WRAC), Autobiography of a Face (Grealy), assigned 

Web links, and Lessons in the weekly Learning Module.  There are weekly writing 

assignments: shorter homework exercises, which practice skills needed for the 

essays, and longer essay assignments that are due every 2-3 weeks.  These 

activities are tied to course goals.  Almost every week features a discussion 

topic; you are responsible for a longer initial posting and responses to two other 

students' initial postings.  Almost every week you will have a timed, open-book 

quiz on the readings and possibly Web links.  Each week I will try to have goals 

and objectives listed so you can see how your reading and writing fit into the 

larger picture.  I do not assign busywork; each assignment and discussion goes 

toward other work and skill-building in the class.  Before uploading assignments 

to the class, SAVE YOUR WORK elsewhere on your computer or another storage 

device; in case of a power outage or browser timeout, you may lose your work if 

you are typing in into a Discussion or Assignment submission window.   

  

The Course Calendar (see icon under Control Panel>Course Tools) is 

meant to facilitate your personal planning.  However, I rely mainly on the 

weekly Learning Modules and the Syllabus to show what is due.  If you 

wish to add your own dates to the Course Calendar for your 

convenience, please do so.   

  

The Learning Modules (see icon on Homepage) include the following 

components, each of which will be fully explained when you access the 

Learning Module for each week. 



 Reading Assignments from the textbooks  

 Lessons: something I give you to read in addition to the texts; this 

may be a Web link or a typed page in the Learning Module  

 Writing assignments; each has its own drop box (submission 

window); this includes short written homework and essays  

 Discussions: each week we will have a separate topic  

 Quizzes: except for the Practice Quiz, you may take each quiz only 

once, and the quizzes have a time limit.  The quizzes are based on 

readings assigned for that week. 

 Web links.  

 Learning Modules are the heart of course assignments and 

activities; unlike the syllabus, which is an overview, each weekly 

Learning Module contains lessons, all reading assignments, and links 

to all writing assignments, discussions, Web links, and quizzes 

(assessments).  On Friday morning of each week, the Learning 

Module for the upcoming week will be released. I usually release 

only one week at a time because there are assignments that I 

prefer we work on together as a class. However, there will also be 

opportunities to work ahead on some assignments.  Occasionally, I 

find a need to change a due date or an assignment from what has 

been listed in the Syllabus. All changes are announced via the 

Announcement tool in Blackboard.  IF THE SYLLABUS INFORMATION 

CONFLICTS WITH THE LEARNING MODULE INFORMATION, THE 

LEARNING MODULE INFORMATION TAKES PRECEDENCE.   

 You may print out the assignment sheets, lessons, and essay 

instructions in hard copy from the Learning Modules.  There is a 

printer-ready feature in which you can select all or part of the items 

in the weekly learning module to use as a checklist as you complete 

your assignments.  File attachments will have to be opened and 

printed out separately.  

 The Learning Module also provides links to weekly discussions and 

quizzes (assessments).  However, be sure you've read all the 

assignments in the weekly Learning Module before you open the 

quiz for that week.  Once you have opened the quiz, the timer starts 

ticking, and you will have only one chance to take the quiz.  If you 

find you've opened the quiz in error, contact me immediately.  I 

can reset the quiz for you in certain circumstances.     
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2. GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 This course is offered for a letter grade.  

 You can keep track of your assignment completions and grades in the 

section designated Course Grades.  You may also calculate your own 

progress by adding up your assignment scores to date and dividing by the 

total number of possible points in those assignments.  I will provide grade 

average calculations three times per semester.  

 Everything—writing assignments, quizzes, discussions and other activities—

will be evaluated on a point scale. A formula is used to calculate a 

percent score. Your grade will be based on that percent as follows:  

                                              100 - 90% - A 

                                                89 - 80% - B 

                                                79 - 70% - C 

                                                69 - 60% - D 

                                                59 – 0%  - F 

 The major categories are weighted as follows, based on about 1,000 total 

points for the class:  



a) ESSAYS: 400 points, assigned 1 to 3 weeks apart; each 

essay builds on the skills learned in the previous essay and in 

the weekly assignments.                                          

(1) Personal Essay                             25 points  

(2) Summary                   50 points  

(3) Analysis                           50 points 

(4) Memoir responses (3 parts)           75 points total  

(5) Synthesis Essay                           75 

points                                

(6) Research Essay Project                125 points 

total (in sections) 

If you do not hand in the research paper on time, you will not pass the 

class. 

 

b) Discussion postings                       240 points (12 @ 

20 pts.) 

c) Quizzes                                        150 points 

(approximately) 

d) Weekly Homework Assignments         160 points 

(approximately) 

e) Final exam                                       50 points   

f) Grade Improvement: There will be some optional extra 

credit projects.  The free revision option will help with grade 

improvement (see below). 

 TIPS: 
 Assignments are listed in the weekly Learning Modules (under Course 

Content) and each assignment has instructions and a drop box.   

 Save your work in Rich Text Format (RTF) and upload to the assignment 

drop box before the due date; some assignments must be attached, and 

others may be cut and pasted (see instructions for each assignment).  

 Quizzes are under the Course Content>Learning Modules; weekly 

discussions are there too and also under the Discussions icon. 
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3. LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  

I expect your work promptly on or before the due dates. I realize that life is full of 

unexpected twists, and technology can fail or be faulty at times. For this reason, 

I have devised a policy regarding late assignments that I believe is fair to both 

you and me.  

 I will NOT accept late assignments, discussion posts, or quizzes; no make-

ups.   

 You will have ONE, and only ONE, "free" late essay option for any of the 

first five formal writing assignments or of one of the parts of the Novel 

Response essay.  You may submit Essay 1-5 one week later than the 

posted due date; it will show up as "Late" in the assignment drop box.  If 

the essay is submitted later than one week after the due date, I will not 

accept it.  For Essay 4, which is in three parts, you may submit one of the 

three parts as your late option.  You have only one chance to use this 

option in the semester.  

 You will have also a "free" revision of one of Essays 1-5 (or one of the Essay 

4 parts).  The revision must be substantial and must be submitted to me, 

electronically or otherwise, no later than the published due date for free 

revisions near the end of the semester.  The revised grade for the essay will 

be the average of the original and the revised essay grades.  IF for some 

reason you have not submitted one of the five essays (1-5), you may 

choose to hand it in as a free revision, for 50% of your earned grade, by 

the free revision due date. 

 Recap: 1st time you submit an essay late: full earned grade if handed in 

within one week from due date. 

 2nd time you submit an essay late: 50% of earned grade (free revision 

option). 

 3rd time or more you submit an essay late: grade of zero each time. 

 If you choose to hand in part of Essay 4 late (memoir responses), or revise 

a part of Essay 4, you may choose only ONE part of Essay 4 as a late 

and/or revised essay.  Each part of Essay 4 counts as a regular essay; you 

may not hand in late or revise more than one part. 

 Some assignments will be for extra credit and will be marked as such.   
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4. PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism means copying the writing of others without putting quotation marks 

around the words and telling your reader who originally wrote them. It also 

includes writing the ideas of others in your own words (paraphrasing) without 

telling where you located those ideas. We use Modern Language Association 

(MLA) format in this class, and we will have some lessons on how to properly use 

this format.  If you have any doubts about whether you might be plagiarizing or 

citing sources incorrectly, please consult with me.   

  

I also consider it plagiarism when you get someone else to write your work for 

you or correct your writing errors as an editor. It is all right to use a tutor, such as 

those in the college's Academic Achievement Center, to help you with your 

writing, but you must use your own words. I expect your written assignments to 

be your original thoughts as well as ideas you’ve found in others’ work, but I 

expect you ALWAYS to give credit to others when you borrow their ideas.  

  

Columbia College allows an instructor to give a student a failing grade if the 

student commits plagiarism. If I believe you have committed plagiarism, I will ask 

you for an explanation. If you do not give me a reasonable explanation, I will 

give you a failing grade (zero) on the assignment and will refer the matter to the 

Dean of Student Services.  I have a software program that identifies plagiarized 

work.  Last academic year I gave failing grades to four students who had 

plagiarized. 
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5. QUIZZES AND EXAMS  

Quizzes are found in each Learning Module under Course Tools.  After the 

practice quiz, all the following quizzes will be based on the reading assignments 

for each week.  If you begin a quiz to take a peek at it, the quiz clock will start 

running, so please do not open the quiz until you are ready to take it.  You will 

have only one chance to take each quiz.  If you have a power or computer 

failure while taking the quiz, email me and I will reset the quiz for you.  Be sure to 



SAVE your quiz answers, then Submit them, and to exit the quiz when done.  Quiz 

grades are available AFTER the quiz closing date and time, as I must grade 

some of the questions by hand (the short answer and paragraph questions).  

There is a final comprehensive exam that follows the same format as the quizzes, 

but that is longer.  
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6. DISCUSSIONS   

Each week except the last week you will be assigned a discussion topic.  The 

discussions are worth about 16% of your course grade, so it is important to 

participate weekly.  The discussions will be based on readings for the week or 

topics that are related.  Click on the "Communications" icon in the Getting 

Started folder on the class Home Page for discussion guidelines and sample 

postings.  Each week, the initial posting, of 200-300 words, is due on Friday; a 

response to two different students' initial postings, each about 100-200 words, is 

due by Monday.  I expect you to use good essay form when writing your 

responses, paying attention to spelling, grammar, punctuation, organization, 

focus, etc., that you address the discussion topic, and that all your postings are 

substantial.  I also expect that you will post your messages respectfully.  Refer to 

the Netiquette web site for guidance; I have supplied a Web link in the Getting 

Started folder.   
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7. COURSE "ATTENDANCE"   

I expect you to log into the course two or three times a week to complete 

assignments, quizzes, and discussions, and to check announcements and course 

email.  If you have not logged in for two consecutive weeks, and I have not 

heard from you otherwise, I will assume that you are no longer attending the 

online class and I will drop you from the class roster.  Ultimately, it is you, the 

students, who are responsible for dropping the class.   



 Calendar with date circled in red    

ENGLISH 1A, FALL 2010; COLUMBIA COLLEGE; Tentative Schedule of 

Assignments 
  

ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE DATES LISTED.  Not all links and assignments are 

listed here; for each week’s details, consult the Weekly Learning Modules under 

Course Content>Learning Modules.  This schedule is subject to change.  

Readings are from Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum (abbreviated 

WRAC), from COMP:Write (CW), or from Autobiography of a Face (Grealy).  Each 

new week begins on Tuesday, though I release the assignments the previous 

Friday.  Each week ends on Monday, 11:59 p.m. (one minute to midnight). 

Almost every week there will also be writing homework, a quiz and a discussion. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: I DO NOT MAINTAIN THE COURSE CALENDAR; YOU MAY ADD YOUR 

OWN ENTRIES.  

  

Essay dates: 

 Essay 1                                             9/6 

 Essay 2                                             9/20 

 Essay 3     10/11 

 Essay 4 #1                                       10/18 

 Essay 4 #2                                       10/25 

 Essay 4 #3                                       11/1 

 Essay 5                                             11/8 

 Essay 6 topic                                   11/8 

 Essay 6 thesis                                 11/15 

 Essay 6 outline and references     11/22 

 Essay 6 rough draft    11/29 

 Essay 6 final draft                           12/6 

 Final exam                                       12/13 

  

For Fall 2010, the first day of classes is 8/30.  Assignments are released on Friday 

before the beginning of each week and are due right after the end of the week 

on Monday.  You will have at least ten days, often more, from assignment 



release to its due date.  So as we begin each new week we are handing in work 

from the previous week.  

Supplemental information about writing may be found on the publisher’s Web 

site, MyCompLab, the URL of which is in your COMP: Write textbook.  This book 

also has a Handbook included with it that discusses grammar, punctuation, 

sentence structure, and style. 
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Week 1: 

            Released 8/20/10; due Monday 9/6/10 (Labor Day) 

In this week we will get oriented to the class software, to navigating the class, 

and to the various ways of doing things, such as handing in assignments, 

taking quizzes, participating in discussions, etc.  We will introduce 

ourselves via Essay 1, personal essay (to Prof. Canty) and Week 1 

discussion (getting acquainted).  The objectives for the course and for 

each week will be found in the Learning Modules. 

  

1.     Log into the course and go to Course Content>Week 1 Learning 

Module.  This module contains an overview of everything you need to 

read, write, take, link to, and post.  Every Learning Module will have a 

new overview page each week for you to print out and use as a 

checklist if you wish.  The assignments pages are more current than this 

syllabus.  Read the Week 1 module and check out more detailed 

instructions on the Essay 1, discussion, and practice quiz links.  

2.     Read this Syllabus. 

3.     Read all information under "Getting Started" folder on the course 

Home Page; the Week 2 quiz will ask questions about it and about this 

syllabus.  In “Netiquette” read Core Rules only. 

4.     Once you have logged in to the class, please click on Roster under 

Course Tools.  Set up your student profile with information that you want 

to share with the class.   

6.     Make use of chat rooms and course email.  You can enter a chat 

room and wait for a response.  If you recognize someone you can also 

email them in the class, and you may email the instructor at any time. 

  



7. Writing:  Essay 1, personal essay.  See Essay 1 in Week 1 Learning 
Module for instructions.  Due 9/6 (Labor Day).  Due 9/13 for late add 
students, and 9/13 if non-late add students choose to submit this as 
their ONE late option essay.  Please save your essay in Rich Text 
Format and submit document as an attachment in Essay 1 
assignment drop box. 

8.     Week 1 discussion.  Unlike other discussion topics, I am allowing you 

two weeks to post, because we want to get acquainted also with new 

add students.  See my initial posting in the Week 1 discussion area for 

details; read the Discussion section of this syllabus for overview; and 

read the more detailed guidelines in Course Tools>Introduction>Email 

and discussion (communication) guidelines.  You can use some 

information from your Essay 1 to post as a discussion topic to the class, 

so we can get to know each other.  Your initial posting is due on 9/3.   

You will also post replies to two other students' initial postings by 9/13.     

9.     Reading: In Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum (WRAC), read 

“A Note to the Student” and begin Chapter 1, “Summary.” 

10.  Read Memoir (kinds of writing) Lesson in Week 1 learning module 

11.  Read COMP: Write (CW): Chapter 1 One Writer’s Process. 

12.  Begin reading Grealy “Autobiography of a Face”; see Reading 

Schedule and list of memoir response topics under Assignments in 

Course Tools and in Learning Module Week 1.  Take notes as you are 

reading.   
13.  Practice quiz (under Assessments in Course Tools): you may take the 
practice quiz unlimited times.  There is a time limit but no grade will be 
assigned.  After this, all quizzes may be taken only once, with a time limit, 
for a grade.  Quizzes are open book but if you have not read the material 
beforehand you will not have enough time to complete the quiz.  I will leave 
the Practice Quiz open for a couple of weeks until 9/27, until everyone is 
familiar with the process. 
14. Scavenger Hunt: go to Course Tools>Assignments>Scavenger Hunt 
and follow the instructions.  You may also find the Scavenger Hunt 
assignment on the class’s Home Page under the Treasure Chest icon.  Due 
9/6 (9/13 for late add students). 

15.  Essay 1, personal essay, assigned (due 9/6). 

Coming up:   Essay 2, Informative Summary I, assigned (due 9/20). 

Essay 3, Analysis, assigned (due 10/1) 

Essay 4, part 1, Memoir response, assigned (due 10/18) 

  

  

Week 2: released 9/3; due 9/13 

1. Read Quotes and Paraphrases Lesson in Week 2 learning module 

2. Read CW Chapter 2 Starting 

3.       *Read Kinds of Writing: Memoir Lesson in Week 2 learning module 



4.       Read WRAC: Finish Ch. 1 "Summary"  and read Guterman “The Mall 

as Prison” p. 286-294; also read WRAC on Plagiarism p. 498-508  

5.       Read Grealy “Autobiography of a Face” pp. 1-28 

6.       First "real" graded quiz, Quiz 2: covers this week's readings on Easy 

Writer, syllabus, summary, plagiarism.  Timed quiz; you may take it only 

once.  Due by 9/13 

7.       Week 1 discussion: initial by 9/10, responses to others by 9/13 

8.    Late adds: Scavenger Hunt due 9/13 

  

Week 3: released 9/10, due 9/20 

1. Read Week 3 learning module for complete assignments 

2. Read Quoting using MLA guidelines lesson in week 3 learning 

module       

3. Write quoting and paraphrasing exercise in assignment drop box (due 

9/21) 

4. Read CW Chapter 3 Planning.   

5. Read in WRAC: Chapter 4, Analysis; Ch. 5 WRAC: Marriage and Family 

in America; read Introduction p. 121-124; Ch. 5 Hekker, “The 

Satisfactions of Housewifery and Motherhood/Paradise Lost (Domestic 

Division)” p. 124-129; Shulman “A Marriage Agreement” pp. 178;183;  

and Coontz, “The Radical Idea of Marrying for Love”, p. 130-142.  

6. Read Grealy pp. 29-68 

7. Writing: Essay 2 (Summary), due 9/20 

8. Quiz 3; quoting and paraphrasing, and WRAC readings 

9. Discussion topic 3; first “real” topic.  Initial posting is due by 9/17, 

responses to 2 others due by 9/20 

10. Essay 2 informative summary I due 9/20 (one time only late essay 

option due 9/28).  Save in Rich Text Format and submit as an 

attachment in the assignment drop box.  Do not submit as a copy and 

paste in the assignment drop box submissions window. 

  

Week 4: released 9/17, due 9/27 

 

1. Read WRAC Ch. 2 pp. 25-29 only; Ch. 5, Popenoe & Whitehead “The 

State of Our Unions” pp. 143-156 and Schwartz & Scott, “Debunking 

Myths About Marriages and Families” pp. 156-162;  

2. Read CW Chapters 4 Drafting and 9 Analysis. 

3. *Read Lesson in this week's learning module about Thesis  

4. Write WRAC Exercise 2.1 p. 28-29, working on your own; choose three 

of the topics on the top of p. 29 and for each topic, write one 

persuasive and one explanatory thesis.  You will be writing a total of six 

thesis statements.  Submit to assignment drop box but also save your 

work for later use in a future writing exercise in Week 6  

5. Read Grealy pp. 69-102 



6. Quiz 4 on readings, due 9/27 

7. Discussion 4: initial due 9/24, two responses due 9/27 

  

Week 5: released 9/24, due 10/4 

1. WRAC Ch. 5: Read Edelman, “The Myth of Co-Parenting” pp. 184-191, 

and Bartels, “My Problem with Her Anger” pp. 192-198 

2. Read CW Chapters 5 Revising and 10 Analytical Strategies 

3. Read Grealy pp. 103-139 

4. Writing: Essay 3 Analysis due 10/4  

5. *Write sentence correction exercise 

6. Quiz 5: on readings, due 10/4 

7. Discussion 5: initial due 10/1, two responses due by 10/4 

  

  

Week 6: released 10/1, due 10/11 

1. Read CW Chapters 6 Editing and 7 Publishing; also, Ch. 21, MLA Style 

2. Read WRAC Ch. 3, Synthesis, pp. 51-69 (top); read WRAC Chapter 8, 

“To Sleep” Introduction; also Martin “A Third of Life” pp. 335-344. 

3. Read Introductions and Conclusions lesson in weekly module 

4. Read Grealy pp. 140-175 

5. Writing: Introduction Exercise, using Week 3 thesis statements from Ex. 

2.1 (due 10/11) 

6. Writing: Essay 3, Analysis, due 10/11 (one time only late option due 

10/18) 

7. Quiz 6: readings, due 10/11 

8. Discussion 6: initial due 10/8, two responses by 10/11 

             

Week 7: released 10/8, due 10/18 

1. Read WRAC Ch. 3: Synthesis, p. 69-87 (top) 

2. Read WRAC Ch. 8: Epstein “Improving Sleep” pp. 344-356. 

3.  Read CW Chapters 12 Argument and 18 Getting Started 

4. *Read Wordiness lesson in weekly Learning Module 

5. Read Grealy pp. 176-204 

6. *Write Wordiness exercise 

7. Writing: Essay 4 #1 due 10/18 

8. Quiz 7: on readings and wordiness, due 10/18 

9. Discussion topic 7: initial due 10/15, two responses 10/18 

 



 
Woman student climbing ladder 

  

Week 8: released 10/15, due 10/25 

1. Read WRAC Ch. 3: Synthesis, p. 87-97 

2. Read WRAC Ch. 8: National Sleep Foundation “America’s Sleep Deprived 

Teens…” pp. 356-362 and Carsakadon “When Worlds Collide” pp. 362-370 

(this is a research article; check out the references at the end of the 

article) 

3. Read CW Chapter 13, Persuasion  

4. Read Grealy pp. 205-end 

5. Writing: Essay 4, #2, due 10/25 

6. Quiz 8 on readings, due 10/25 

7. Discussion 8: initial due 10/22, responses 10/25 

  

Week 9: released 10/22, due 11/1 

1. **Essay 6 assigned (Final draft 12/6, but several components due prior 

to that date) 

2. Read WRAC Ch. 8: Dement and Vaughan “Sleep Debt and the Mortgaged 

Mind” pp. 371-379; Buysse, “The Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index” pp. 380-

385. 

3. Read CW Ch. 19 Researching 

4.  Take the Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index; compute your score and 

submit it, with your reactions, in the Sleep Score assignment drop box; 

due 11/1 extra credit  

5.   Writing:  Essay 4, #3, due 11/1 (last one) 

7.  Quiz 9: on readings 

8.  Discussion 9: initial due 10/30, responses 11/1 

  

Week 10: released 10/29, due 11/8 

1. WRAC Ch. 8: Pilcher & Walters “How Sleep Debt Hurts College Students” 

pp. 385-395 and Kubow et al. “Starting Time and School Life” pp. 395-

401 

2. Read CW Ch. 20 Research Paper and Ch. 22 Punctuation  

3. Read MLA lesson in weekly learning module 

4. Writing: Essay 5 synthesis due 11/15 (late option 11/22) 

5. Write MLA format exercise 



6. Research topic due, Essay #6 

7. Quiz 10: MLA & readings  

8. Discussion 10: initial due 11/5, responses 11/8 

  

Week 11: released 11/5, due 11/15 

1. Read Writing Thesis Statements Lesson in learning module 

2. Library presentation online in our class: Chat Room 1, Brian Greene, 

librarian at Columbia College; date and time to be announced 

3. Preliminary thesis due, Essay #6 

4. Read CW Ch. 23 Mechanics and 24 Grammar 

5. Thesis exercise due 11/15 

6. Read WRAC Ch. 6 “Obedience to Authority” introduction pp. 204-206; 

Asch, “Opinions and Social Pressure” pp. 206-213.  

7. Read WRAC formal outline p. 69-70 that you will create for final draft of 

Essay 6; also, refer to complete sample essays in MLA format in WRAC 

p. 71-75 and EW p. 226-231 

8. Quiz 11 on readings due 11/15 

9. Discussion 11: initial due 11/12, two responses by 11/15 

 

Week 12: released 11/12, due 11/22 

1. Writing: Preliminary outline and list of references, Essay #6 

2. Read Ch. 6 WRAC Milgram, “The Perils of Obedience” pp. 213-225; 

Baumrind, “Review of Stanley Milgram’s Experiments on Obedience” 

pp. 226-232 

3. Read Plagiarism lesson in Weekly Learning Module  

4. Read CW Ch. 25 and 26, Sentences and Sentence Errors 

5. Ask a Librarian additional discussion: due 11/22 

6. Quiz 12: on readings, due 11/22  

7. Discussion 12 : initial due 11/19, responses 11/22 

  

Week 13: released 11/19, due 11/29: Thanksgiving Weekend 

1. Read Ch. 6 WRAC Zimbardo "The Stanford Prison Experiment" pp. 233-

244 

2. Submit rough draft (at least 700 words) of Essay 6 by 11/29 

3. Quiz 13, last one; on readings, due 11/19 

4. No Discussion 13 

  

Week 14: released 11/26, due 12/6 

1. Final draft and formal outline due Essay 6 

2. Read in WRAC Ch. 6: Fromm "Disobedience as a Psychological and 

Moral Problem" pp. 245-251 and Lopack & Luckowski “Uncivil 

Disobedience” pp. 251-258. 

3. Discussion 14--Last one.  Initial due 12/3, responses 12/6 

4. Other assignments to be announced 



  

Week 15: released 12/4; due 12/14 

1.   All free revisions due 

2. FINAL EXAM 12/13: COMPREHENSIVE.  IT WILL BE RELEASED FOR A 

LIMITED TIME ON 12/13 FROM 3-8 PM AND WILL BE TIMED.  IT will be 

similar in format to the quizzes, only longer.  It is completely online so 

be sure you have a reliable computer and browser.  There will be NO 

resets of this exam.  You will have one hour to take the exam from the 

time you open the exam.  Be sure to start by 7 p.m. so you will have the 

full hour to finish the exam.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUP FINAL EXAMS.  If 

your work schedule conflicts with the exam schedule, please contact 

Prof. Canty by December 7 to arrange an alternate exam time before 

12/13. 

3. Course Evaluation (in Assessments); please complete 

   

Final grades will be posted by December 17 in Blackboard and to Connect 

Columbia.  Please complete the course evaluation found in Assessments 

section, as I use student feedback to adjust my classes.  It is a confidential, 

anonymous survey, and I will not know which students give particular 

responses.  If you wish to identify yourself, please use your initials or first name 

with the response to each question.  
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